
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
AUGUST 6, 2024 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

COMMUNICATIONS 

1. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, veto of 2/3 majority vote ordinance 

2. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, re-appointments of various memebers of the Council on 
Aging 

3. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, appointment of Vanessa Santiago to the Parks and 
Recreation Commission 

4. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, appointment of Jorge Santiago to serve as Director of 
Veterans Services 

5. From Mayor Joshua Garcia-Elms College Lease Agreement for the use of Mackenzie 
Field 

6. From Mayor Joshua Garcia- Valley Blue Sox Lease Agreement for use of Mackenzie 
Stadium 

7. From Mayor Joshua Garcia and Personnel Director Kelly Curran-COH Remote 
Telecommuting Pilot Program 

8. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary, letter regarding appointment of City Treasurer 

9. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos-
City Council Minutes from June 4, 2024, June 18, 2024, June 27, 2024 and Executive 
Session minutes from February 8, 2021, October 18, 2022, November 1, 2022 
December 6, 2022, and December 5, 2023  

10. From Personnel Director Kelly Curran- City of Holyoke Social Media Policy 

11. From City Solicitor Lisa Ball- Legal Opinion on voting requirements 

12. From City Solicitor Lisa Ball- communication regarding Litigation and PILOT payments 
at 11 Yale St. 

13. From City Solicitor Lisa Ball- communication regarding Executive Session Minutes 

14. From City Solicitor Lisa Ball- communication regarding City of Holyoke Law Department 
Business Report  

Page 1 of 238



15. From Assistant City Solicitor Jane Mantolesky- Communication regarding Heavy 
Commercial Vehicle Operation on Homestead Avenue, Holyoke, Massachusetts 

16. From Atty. Kathleen Degnan- communication regarding OML from Stephen Superba 

17. From Atty. Kathleen Degnan- communication regarding OML from Linda Vacon 

18. From City Councilor Linda Vacon-OML Complaint Form 

19. From Councilor Howard Greaney-clarification on vote of municipal budget 

20. From Mary Monahan, communication regarding board and ad hoc commitee 

21. From State Rep. Patricia Duffy, communication regarding Appointed Treasurer position 

22. From Marco Crescentini-CCC-2024-06-14 City Council Chambers Plan Memo & 
Sketches 

23. From Christopher Gautheier- Communication re: Victory Theater listing 7.3.2024 

24. From Various residents- letter regarding maintaining all quality of life policing methods 

25. From Stephen Superba-  Open Meeting Law Complaint, June 18, 2024 

26. From Stephen Superba- Open Meeting Law Complaint July 10, 2024 

27. Grant Report-Mass Cultural Council Capital Facilities Fund  

28. Grant Report-Fund #0689 FY24 Firefighter Safety Equipment Grant, Department of Fire 
Services 

29. From Holyoke Redevelopment Authority-minutes from the March 20th, April 17th, and 
April 25th meetings 

30. From Historical Commission- minutes from the April 8th meeting 

PETITIONS 

31. Petition of Emma Huse, renewal of a Home Occupation from Mask Makers Face 
Painting at 22 Bassett Road 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

32. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order Petition of Edwin Colon of 23 Springdale Ave for a Street Vendor License to be 
located at the Gas Station on Berkshire and Main St. 
Awaiting disposition 

33. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order Petition of Open Square Realty LLC for a Multi Family Dwelling at 4 Open Square 
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Way 
Awaiting disposition 

34. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order  that the City Council approve an Amendment to a Home Rule Petition for the 
purpose of expanding the Center City Liquor License Area. 
Awaiting disposition 

35. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order Holyoke Downtown Parking Study - Final Report 
Awaiting disposition 

36. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that a Home Rule 
Petition be filed with amendments to the City Charter as required for consistency with 
state law, pertaining to our city's restructuring of municipal finance. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

37. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that City Council 
rule 10.C be revisited in discussion. 
C. City Council shall appoint a Youth Ambassador to the City Council. The term shall 
last one year starting July 1 to June 30. Appointees shall only be Eligible to serve one 
term.  Individuals eligible for this position must be a Holyoke Resident, enrolled in a 
local high  school or equivalent program and be in the range of 15 to 17 years of age. 
The Youth ambassador shall be required to attend all full City Council meetings and 
may  attend any subcommittee meetings. As well as: 
Be allowed to speak during public comment period 
Attend all regular meetings of the City Council and whichever subcommittee Meetings 
they would like 
Give a “Youth Ambassador Report” at the beginning of the first meeting of every 
month  updating the Council about the Youth Community, Positive Or Negative (Similar 
to the  Presidents Report)   
Request that a City Councilor file an order to give a proclamation to a young Person or 
someone who works with City youth 
Sit in Council Chambers and assist the Administrative Assistant during Full Council 
Meetings and any Subcommittee Meetings   
Attend Youth related events on behalf of the City Council   
Meet with Youth in other Municipalities   
Sit at the committee table during regular meetings   
Selection Process: Opening for Youth Ambassador position shall be posted for 2-3 
Weeks.  Youths will apply through their Guidance Counselor who will then screen the 
applicants and  forward qualified resumes to the City Council. All qualifying Candidates 
will be interviewed by Public Service and Human Resources Committee and provide 
two letters of  recommendation. First candidate to reach eight votes by full Council shall 
get the position.  Individual chosen for position is subject to removal upon two thirds 
Vote of the City Council. 
Recommended that the rule be removed without prejudice. 

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Page 3 of 238



38. BARTLEY -  Ordered that a handicap sign be placed at 15 Davis St.  The sign is 
requested by Teresa Lewis and the placard number is PL6980631. 

39. BARTLEY- With the washout of the water/sewer line at S. Elm St. (behind Fitzpatrick 
Skating Rink), the impact on the neighborhood needs to be addressed by the City 
leaders in terms of the timeline for repairs, alternate means for walkers to navigate this 
area and overall appearance.  This is a constituent request.  Refer to DGR, Parks Dept. 

40. BARTLEY- DPW and the HFD Alarm Division  come into city council to provide a status 
update on the X-walk improvement plan and Traffic signal improvement at Elmwood 
Towers on South St. I recently heard from an HPD Sgt. – who has been tremendously 
helpful in mitigating the problems – who advises the parts are in and work should soon 
commence.  Refer to DGR and/or send a communication to the CC Admin. Asst. asap. 

41. Bartley, Magrath-Smith- Holyoke's state delegation (Sen Velis, Rep Duffy) and their 
colleagues in the House and Senate from the other w. Mass counties implore our 
friends at DCR to produce running water as quickly as possible for the myriad groups, 
supporters, hikers and nature lovers who visit Mt. Tom Reservation. This is a 
constituent request.  The constituent represents the Appalachian Mountain Club and 
she makes the following observation, " I am curious how one of the busiest areas of one 
of the busiest State Parks in Mass, in an Environmental Justice area, has not been 
prioritized for the water fountain upgrade when there is no other water option currently 
available."  

42. BARTLEY- DPW and the HFD Alarm Division come to the city council to provide a 
status update on the X-walk improvement plan at the main gate of Holyoke C.C. on 
Homestead Ave.  Please also invite a representative from the College.  (I’ll figure that 
part out with the CC President, DGR Chair and Admin. Asst.)  I’ve lost count of the 
number of times I’ve filed an order relative to this. I can find emails going back to 2017 
(at a minimum). Refer to DGR. 

43. BARTLEY, JOURDAIN- Order, the School Department, the School Committee, the 
Receiver and Mayor present a plan for the future of Metcalf School.  I’d like to hear 
long-terms plans as well as temporary ones.  I would like the district to consider the City 
continue using the school in its current purpose: as a learning institution.  If not in the 
plan, then let’s consider it as the headquarters of the School Department.  Should a 
committee be formed?  What plans are being discussed? The building, erected 1911, is 
iconic and should be preserved and, if needed, rehabilitated and repurposed for City 
uses.  Refer to HPS, Receiver, Mayor and Joint Committee. 

44. BARTLEY, OCASIO - DPW provide an update on its progress to install a street sign for 
Jones Ferry Rd. where it intersects at Ingleside Ave.  This order was originally filed 
11/21/23. Receive and Adopt and as of 7/27/24 it had not been installed.  Hopefully this 
will be done soon.  Receive, Adopt and Refer to DPW. 

45. BARTLEY - The DPW patch the pothole on Chapin St near the Hibiscus restaurant as 
soon as possible.  Constituent request.  Refer to DPW and send to Public Safety for 
follow-up. 
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46. BARTLEY - The  procurement office provide any executed contracts between the City of 
Holyoke, the Holyoke G & E, the Holyoke Park & Rec commission and the organization 
heading the volleyball // athletic center proposals for the open land in Elmwood.  Please 
remit asap to the CC admin. asst. but in any event no later than the first CC meeting in 
September.  (Note: the contract between the Vendor and the country club are private 
but if the contract was provide to City officials, then I am formerly requesting this be 
provided to CC, even if it's in executive session, pursuant to the Freedom of Information 
Act.)  

47. BARTLEY - The procurement office present any contract(s) relative to the Anniversary 
Hill // Scott's Tower project by and between the City, Kestral Land Trust, the CPA 
Committee, etc.  to the City Council via a communication by the first meeting in 
September.  If possible, please email the documents to the City Council admin. 
assistant as early as possible. 
  

48. BARTLEY, OCASIO - ordered that OPED provide an update to city council regarding 
putting the following W-3 and W-2 properties on the market – they’ve each been sitting 
dormant for well over one year without any progress or updates: 

1. 432 Hillside Ave. 
2. 146 Brown Ave. and environs. 
3. Lots at St. Vicent St. and Ingleside 

Ave.                                                                                                              
Please send a communication for the first city council meeting in September 
2024.  Refer to DGR for follow-up. 

49. BARTLEY, VACON, JOURDAIN, SULLIVAN, GREANEY- ordered that OPED please 
provide an update on the former K-Mart plaza.  On the main door to the former retailer 
is contact information for what appears to be a new owner.  Please reach out to them 
and circle back to city council.  Per its web site:  For other inquiries, please call 
Transformco at (847) 286-2500 and please see its website 
www.transformco.com.  Refer to DGR for a follow-up. 

50. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, TWENTY THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED FIFTY ONE AND 52/100 Dollars 
($20,151.52) as follows: 
FROM: 
12101-51105    SERGEANTS        $7,135.40 
12101-51107    PATROLMEN        13,016.12 
        TOTAL:    $20,151.52 
TO: 
12101-51180    INJURED ON DUTY (PAYROLL 7/20/2024)        $20,151.52 
        TOTAL:    $20,151.52 

51. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, FOUR THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED THIRTY FIVE AND 52/100 Dollars 
($4,935.52) as follows: 
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FROM: 
12201-51105    FIREFIGHTER        $1,271.62 
12201-51103    CAPTAIN        3,663.90 
        TOTAL:    $4,935.52 
TO: 
12201-51180    INJURED ON DUTY (PAY PERIOD #2)        $4,935.52 
        TOTAL:    $4,935.52 
  

52. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, SIX THOUSAND EIGHTY SEVEN AND 20/100 Dollars ($6,087.20) as 
follows: 
FROM: 
12201-51105    FIREFIGHTER        $2,494.09 
12201-51103    CAPTAIN        3,593.11 
        TOTAL:    $6,087.20 
TO: 
12201-51180    INJURED ON DUTY  (PAY PERIOD #1)        $6,087.20 
        TOTAL:    $6,087.20 

53. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, SIX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SEVEN AND 14/100 Dollars ($6,207.14) 
as follows: 
FROM: 
12201-51105    FIREFIGHTER        $2,543.24 
12201-51103    CAPTAIN        3,663.90 
        TOTAL:    $6,207.14 
TO: 
12201-51180    INJURED ON DUTY (PAY PERIOD #3)        $6,207.14 
        TOTAL:    $6,207.14 

54. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, TEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED SIX AND 74/100 Dollars ($10,706.74) 
as follows: 
FROM: 
12101-51105    SERGEANTS        $5,351.55 
12101-51107    PATROMEN        5,355.19 
        TOTAL:    $10,706.74 
TO: 
12101-51180    INJURED ON DUTY         $10,706.74 
        TOTAL:    $10,706.74 
  

55. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, ONE HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED NINETY FIVE AND 
56/100 Dollars ($108,695.56) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
8815-10400    CANNABIS STABILIZATION         $108,695.56 
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.-.    UPDATE TO FY2025        . 
        TOTAL:    $108,695.56 
TO: 
19412-57630    SOLICITOR - CLAIMS & DAMAGES        $108,695.56 
        TOTAL:    $108,695.56 
  

56. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, THIRTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($30,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
11211-51104    MAYOR - CAFO        $30,000 
        TOTAL:    $30,000 
TO: 
11611-51210    ELECTIONS OFFICERS        $30,000 
        TOTAL:    $30,000 

57. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, FIFTY EIGHT THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($58,500) 
as follows: 
FROM: 
11751-51109    PLANNER II        $58,500 
        TOTAL:    $58,500 
TO: 
11751-51106    PLANNER I        $58,500 
        TOTAL:    $58,500 

58. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($5,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
12941-51104    FORESTRY - TREE CLIMBER        $5,000 
        TOTAL:    $5,000 
TO: 
14102-53010    ENGINEERING - PROFESSIONAL SERVICES        $5,000 
        TOTAL:    $5,000 

59. Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY2024 STUDENT & SENIOR SAFE 
PROGRAMS, 9,798.98, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund 
or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all 
resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
 
Sec 2-509 - Grant ReportingAny city department, of which has received grant funding 
by approval of the city council pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other 
authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days 
from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the planned 
outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city 
clerk for addition to the city council's next agenda. 
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60. DEVINE - Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City 
Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "EOEEA FY25 GREENING THE 
GATEWAY CITIES PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION GRANT, $149,760, NO MATCH" 
grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the 
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the 
administration of said grant. 
 
Sec 2-509 - Grant ReportingAny city department, of which has received grant funding 
by approval of the city council pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other 
authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days 
from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the planned 
outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city 
clerk for addition to the city council's next agenda. 

61. DEVINE - Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City 
Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY2024 STUDENT & SENIOR SAFE 
PROGRAMS, 9,798.98, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund 
or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all 
resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
 
Sec 2-509 - Grant ReportingAny city department, of which has received grant funding 
by approval of the city council pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other 
authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days 
from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the planned 
outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city 
clerk for addition to the city council's next agenda. 

62. DEVINE - Ordered that the Mayor in conjunction with the HPD and disabilities 
commission give an update on making the HPD building handicap accessible. 
Send to Public Safety Committee   

63. DEVINE, ANDERSON-BURGOS - Ordered, that a “DO NOT BLOCK THE BOX” be 
painted on Northampton Street and West Franklin Street. 

64. DEVINE - ORDERED: That the Law Department render an opinion if City Council rule 
9C be changed from 45 continuous days to 45 business days.  Report back to the full 
council. 

65. GIVNER - By request of several business owners, update Grafitti ordinances 74-100 & 
74-101 to transfer law enforcement responsibilities onto HPD instead of property 
owners. OR, give building owners warnings with a grace period of a specified number of 
days to clean up the graffiti BEFORE being fined. Building owners are currently fined for 
Graffiti creation on their property. This seems unfair as building owners are not tagging 
their own property and cannot control unlawful acts happening to their property. -Public 
Safety 

66. GREANEY - Ordered that no group homes, profit or non-profit, be allowed within the city 
limits of Holyoke, Ma without the approval of the Holyoke City Council. 
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67. GREANEY - Ordered that the City of Holyoke tax work-off program for seniors be 
increased from 30 to 70 slots. Furthermore, that the stipend be increased from $750 to 
$1000. 
Rationale: Applications for this program have dramatically increased. These economic 
times warrant the proposed changes.  

68. JOURDAIN - Ordered, that DPW and Veolia provide the City Council with a report and 
illustration of all outstanding high priority capital needed for CSO improvement, 
transmission line and/or the plant itself required over the next 10 years (now and 
2034).  Please spell out the cost of the projects, timeline for completion, and location 
(provide a map if necessary for distribution lines).  Please also report any grant funds or 
low interest loans available to subsidize the projects.  Please provide if the city or 
operator partner is responsible for the costs and whether we need to bond for the 
project or it will be absorbed into the annual operating expense/cost.  Please also 
number the projects in order of priority.  Please also note if the city has already put 
funding in place or if no funding source has been approved yet.  Please report to the 
City Council within 45 days of receipt. 

69. MAGRATH-SMITH - Order that Kennedy Circle be added to Ordinance Sec. 86-325. - 
Schedule IV: Stop streets so that a permanent stop sign can be placed. This is a 
request from the interim engineer indicating that a stop sign is warranted.  

70. MAGRATH-SMITH - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in 
the fiscal year 2025, ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars 
($111,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
8811-10400    CAPITAL STABILIZATION         $111,000 
        TOTAL:    $111,000 
TO: 
14252-52600    HIGHWAYS R&M STREETS & FIXTURES         $111,000 
        TOTAL:    $111,000 

71. MAGRATH-SMITH - Ordered that Rule 4B be amended to reflect current practice and 
open meeting law, clarifying that items for City Council meetings agendas are due at 
noon, not one o'clock, and adding that a Monday holiday would also change the 
deadline to Thursday instead of Friday.   

72. MAGRATH-SMITH, DEVINE - ordered that the Library Director and Financial Manager come 
into City Council to provide an update concerning how the library is responding to the fees 
associated with the tax exemption issue and the potential impact to services. 

73. MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered that the City Council reconsider its June 4, 2024, 
Order approving the ballot question regarding the position of the 
Treasurer.  Considering the opinion of the City Clerk, which was made pursuant to 
information received from the Secretary of the Commonwealth's office, the Charter 
change should be done via special legislation as approved by the City Council and 
Mayor as opposed to the City voters.   

74. MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered That the State Primary and the State Election in the 
City of Holyoke for the expression of various office of Candidates of political Parties for 
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offices herein stated be and they are hereby called to be held on Tuesday, September 
3, 2024 and November 4, 2024 in various places as designated by the City Council. 
 
The polls will be opened at 7:00 AM and remain open continuously thereafter 
until  8:00PM, when the polls will be closed, and all voters of the political parties will in 
the several polling places in which they are entitled to vote, between said hours, give in 
their votes by ImageCast Precinct  for the election of candidates of political parties  for 
the following offices:  Please see attached. 

75. MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - With community support, ordered that the City Council 
dedicate Hillside Avenue as "David M. Bartley Way" in recognition of David M. Bartley 
who served as a member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives from 1963 to 
1975, Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives from 1969 to 1975, 
Secretary of Administration and Finance from 1982 to 1983, and President of Holyoke 
Community College from 1975 to 2004. 

76. OCASIO- ordered that the DPW install a Handicap sign for Ana Rodriguez at 361 
Chestnut St 

77. OCASIO- Ordered that the DPW remove the handicap signs at the following locations: 
 
1) Italian Osorio 588 South Summer St Apt 1613. 
2) Maridelva de Jesus 588 South Summer St. 
3) Emma  Morales 586 South Summer St Apt 1512. 
4) Wilfredo Loranzi  584 South Summer St Apt 1441. 
5) Dianne Pierre  580 South Summer St 2L 
 
All the residents no longer live at these locations. 

78. RIVERA I. - Ordered that the Personnel Department and Law Department work in 
conjunction to update the following ordinances to reflect a modern Human Resources 
Department: 
 
Article I 
30-1  (a) 
82-4 (c) 
82-5 (c) 
 
Article II Division I 
2-40 (a) 
2-43 (e) (k) 
2-64 
2-66 b (3) 
2-67 (a) 
2-69 (h) 
 
Article II Division II 
2-86 
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Article II Division VI 
2-182 b (3) e (2) 
 
Article III Division II 
2-311 a, b, c, d 
2-312 a, b (21) 
2-313 
2-314 
 
Article IV 2-422 (b) 
  

79. RIVERA J. - An order to declare Holyoke Assessors Parcel 030-08-004, 285 Main 
Street, Holyoke, MA as surplus property and sell to abutter, Johnna Caizan-Torres with 
an address of 10215 Jamaica Avenue, Apartment 2L, Richmond Hill, NY 11418, for 
$15,000.00.  This property is valued under $35,000.00 and therefore exempt from 
procurement requirements. 

80. RIVERA J. - Order to request the installation of a handicapped parking spot in front of 
56 Mosher Street, where Mrs. Jusino resides. This request is made considering the 
disability challenges faced by Mrs. Jusino, who has issues accessing parking near her 
residences. 

81. SULLIVAN - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($250,000) as 
follows: 
FROM: 
8811-10400    CAPITAL STABILIZATION        $200,000 
8812-10400    SEWER STABILIZATION         50,000 
        TOTAL:    $250,000 
TO: 
60402-53011    SEWER - PROF SERVICES OTHER        $200,000 
60402-53005    SEWER - LEGAL SERVICES         50,000 
        TOTAL:    $250,000 
  

82. VACON - ORDER:  that an ordinance be created that establishes a public process for 
approving the installation of raised crosswalks that includes input from safety 
departments and the public and a determination from engineering. 

83. VACON - ORDER: that Holyoke double the tax abatement for veterans as authorized by 
the Hero Act:  Expanding Veteran Property Tax Exemptions. 

84. VACON - ORDER:  That a permanent sign indicating "traffic light ahead" be placed 
before the curve on Westfield Rd approaching Apremont Hwy going toward Westfield. 
That a sign indicating "traffic light ahead" be placed on Westfield Rd  for traffic 
approaching from Westfield toward Holyoke 
Receive and refer to DPW engineer to evaluate and determine if warranted and proper 
placement  
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LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Addendum: 
 

Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 
two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 

beginning of the next regular meeting. 
The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 

discussed at the meeting.   
Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 

brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 
   

  
 City Clerk 
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Mayor Joshua A. Garcia Director Kelly Curran

City of Holyoke Personnel Department

Pilot Program

Remote Work/Telecommuting Expectations

Purpose:

Although the City of Holyoke remains an in-person workplace, we recognize that certain staff have a

desire to telecommute for various personal and professional reasons. Telecommuting is a work

arrangement that allows employees to work from home for some of their regularly scheduled work

hours.

Although not all jobs can be performed satisfactorily from home, the City recognizes that, in some cases,

telecommuting arrangements can provide a mutually beneficial option for both the City and employees.

This telework policy is intended to be a pilot program that will run from July 1, 2024-June 30, 2025; it is

intended to support employees in finding work-life harmony and is a workplace wellness strategy - not

an employee right. This benefit only applies to non-bargaining unit employees.

Policy:

Employees who are eligible for telework will be eligible for up to twenty (26) days of remote work

between July 1st and June 30th each year. (This is an average of one day every other week.) Such time

will be available after an employee has completed ninety (90) days of work. The total number of days

available will be prorated for part-time staff and mid-year hires.

In order to be least disruptive to normal business operations, employees are encouraged to use this

time in increments of one day per pay period; employees may not take more than two (2) consecutive

remote work days. Furthermore, telecommuting/remote work is not intended to extend any leave time

and is not allowed immediately preceding or proceeding vacation leave or a holiday. (Should there be

extenuating circumstances, you must submit the form and fill out the exceptions section.)

Employees are expected to request remote work a minimum of three (3) days in advance in order to

allow time for the supervisor to assess coverage and other department/organizational needs. Employees

may make their request for remote work through their immediate supervisor. It is at the discretion of the

supervisor to approve or deny the request in advance. Pre-approvals must be in writing via email and

must be made available upon request by the Personnel Department. (Text messages may also be used

for approval, but it is the employee’s responsibility to track and maintain such approvals.)

Should the Mayor make the decision to do a City-wide closure where staff are expected to work

remotely, it will not count against an employee’s bank of remote work days.
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An employee’s compensation, benefits, work status, and work responsibilities will not change due to

participation in the telework program. Teleworking employees must comply with all City rules, policies,

and procedures.

Terms and Conditions:

1. Eligibility:

Employees must have signed off that they have read and understand the terms and

conditions of the telework program.

Eligible employees must be employed for a minimum of ninety (90) calendar days and must

be in good standing with the City; the individual must have consistently proficient and/or

exemplary job performance ratings, with no record of performance/conduct issues within

the past year of employment. The employee must be able to work independently and

demonstrate productivity and time management.

Employees shall be eligible for telecommuting based on their primary job responsibilities

and job classification as outlined HERE. The resources that an employee needs to do their

job must be easily transportable or available electronically and without additional cost to the

City.

Teleworking is not an alternative to child or elder care and, when applicable, the employee

must make appropriate arrangements for dependent care. Teleworking is not intended to

allow staff to extend their vacations/holidays.

Further consideration may be given to the availability of other qualified employees on-site.

2. Schedules and Hours:

It is expected that employees adhere to their regularly scheduled hours when

telecommuting; the amount of time the teleworker is expected to work per day will not

change due to accessing telework.

In alignment with in-person work, the employee’s supervisor may approve an alternate

schedule provided that it is not disruptive to the work. However, the total amount of time

the teleworker is expected to work per day shall not be modified.

Although expected to be rare, Supervisors retain the right to require a teleworker to return,

in-person, to the worksite on a regularly scheduled telework day should work situations
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warrant such an action. If a teleworker is frequently required to return to their work location

during regularly scheduled telework days, the supervisor may re-evaluate the compatibility

of the teleworker’s job responsibilities with respect to teleworking, or the specific telework

schedule.

Teleworkers are required to account for all time worked in accordance with the current

timekeeping practices and policies. It is the teleworker’s responsibility to submit an accurate

accounting of hours worked in a timely manner and to use the appropriate paycode. Should

a teleworker need to use leave time, they must follow normal procedures and policies to

request the appropriate accrued time for the hours not worked.

3. Home Office/Workspaces Set up:

Teleworkers must have an appropriate workspace in their home/remote work location that

considers ergonomics, equipment, workspace, noise, and interruption factors. The

teleworker’s workspace should provide an adequate work area, lighting, telephone service, a

reliable internet connection, and power. Their home/remote work area must provide

confidentiality as needed for sensitive topics. Additional requirements may vary, depending

on the nature of the work and the equipment needed to perform the work.

The employee’s home office/workspace should be professional and appropriate for your job;

there should be no inappropriate background items including but not limited to alcohol

bottles or inappropriate wall decor. If you are in a virtual meeting, the space should be free

of noise to avoid disruption.

The City is not responsible for setting up any home office.

Furthermore, Employees are expected to maintain a professional appearance at all times,

even when telecommuting.

4. Equipment and Supplies:

The City may provide specific tools/equipment for the employee to perform their duties.

This may include computer hardware, computer software, email, google phone number and

voicemail, connectivity to host applications, and other equipment as determined available

by the Supervisor in collaboration with the IT Department. The City is not obligated to

provide any materials or pay for any services that would be an additional cost to the City.

The City will provide for repairs to company equipment; however, if the employee uses their

personal equipment, the employee is responsible for maintenance and repair.
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All aspects of the City’s IT Acceptable Use Policy will apply to teleworkers. In accordance, the

use of district issued equipment, software, and data supplies is limited to the authorized

person and for the purpose of required City work; City issued equipment may not be shared

with other household members and shall not be used for personal matters.

5. Employee Access and Availability:

Employees must be available by phone or email during scheduled hours, with the exception

of their scheduled lunch period. Furthermore, they are expected to keep a detailed calendar

of their schedule, and full calendar details must be shared with their supervisor.

Teleworkers must keep their supervisors notified of any changes to their home/remote

contact information.

6. Rules and other City policies:

While working remotely, employees must adhere to all the conditions in the Ordinance as

well as other rules and procedures set forth by the City and/or supervisor. All City policies

around conduct, confidentiality, sick leave, etc., continue to apply, regardless of location.

Disciplinary actions will follow policy transgressions of any kind. If an employee is found to

be abusing this privilege it can be suspended or denied at any time.

7. Exceptions:

Under extraordinary circumstances, the City may approve additional flexibility. Such

decisions will be determined on a case-by-case basis at the sole discretion of the Mayor (or

designee). All deviations from the information outlined in this policy must be in writing with

prior approval from the employee’s supervisor, and the Mayor (or designee). Please

complete this form to be considered for an exception. All approvals must be completed in

order for the exception to be effective.

Agreements without all levels of written approval will not be honored.

The Mayor can discontinue this pilot at any time.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

February 8, 2021 

The meeting began at 6:11 PM 

Absent members 1 (Lebron-Martinez) Present Members 12 (Anderson-Burgos, Bartley, Hernandez, 
Leahy, Lisi, McGee, McGiverin, Murphy, Sullivan, Tallman, Vacon) 

President McGee recognized Acting City Solicitor Crystal Barnes.  

Atty Barnes presented an outline of the items to be discussed, which included closed cases, federal court 
litigation, Massachusetts Appeals Court, state court litigation, Massachusetts Commission Against 
Discrimination (MCAD), Bankruptcy Court, and presentiment letters. She then emphasized that the 
conversation was confidential, adding that some of it would be follow up on old cases.  

 She then stated that the first case was Padras Latinos de las Escuelas de Springfield y Holyoke 
("PLESH") v. Massachusetts Department of Elementary & Secondary Education, et al.. She 
explained that there was a settlement after quite some time or mediation and negotiations. She 
explained that the final outcome was that the school paid out $65,000 and the state paid out 
either $150,000 or $165,000. She added that it came out of the school budget. She noted that 
these items would be a brief overview as their inside house counsel Tasha Marshall on litigation 
matters was out that evening, so follow up questions could continue to another night.  

 She then explained the next case was John J. Smith, Jr. v. City of Holyoke et al. She explained 
that this was a police misconduct case following a police vehicle pursuit where state police also 
responded. She stated that the demand was $275,000. She noted that it had been ongoing for 
quite some time. She then stated that the city filed a motion for summary judgement and an 
update had just come, allowing it in part but denying it in part. She further explained that they 
threw out some of the claims and kept some. She noted that Atty Charles Emma was handling 
this matter. She then stated that the case would go forward on one of the counts based on the 
allegations of excessive force. She added that on count 2 against the city, which was based on a 
failure to train on use of force policies and high pursuit policy. She then stated that Atty Emma felt 
the judge made some mistakes in his ruling, seemingly allowing the party to come forward and 
have the case continue rather than throwing out the entire case. She then stated they were 
working on a cost benefit analysis on whether to continue to file more motions or let the trial 
continue, noting that the city loses some rights based on when some motions are filed. 

 She then stated that the next item was an appeals matter, a case of Shaun Kelley v. City of 
Holyoke. She stated that the city won this case. She then explained that an officer was put on 
administrative leave due to bad drug testing. She added that they were now appealing the 
decision. She then stated that outside counsel, Joe Schneiderman, was handling the matter. She 
stated that there was an issue with how the judgement got noticed and docketed, which led to 
them having trouble filing the appeal because the courts were having trouble talking to each 
other. She noted briefs had not yet been filed.  

 She then stated that the next item was the City of Holyoke v. NASDI, which had been ongoing for 
a while. The presentation explained that this had to do with seeking reimbursement from the 
contractor following the collapse of the Essex House in December of 2014. She explained that 
there was a new change in that NASDI had filed bankruptcy. She then stated the city had used 
Atty Joseph Lange in the past for bankruptcy matters, including with some housing court issues 
and had great success, and he was being utilized on this one to continue to perfect the claims 
and make sure the city's claim is protected and doesn't lose money in the bankruptcy. She added 
that the city could not move forward as long as the bankruptcy was pending. 
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 She then stated that the next case was the City of Holyoke v. Mountain View, et al, a breach of 
contract claim where Roberts Field was found to be defective. She explained that they were trying 
to get a mediation date settled so they could start making demands. She then stated that they 
were looking to request $1.5 million, which was a figure provided by experts to explain what it 
would cost to put in a new field as there was no reviving what was there. She added that they 
realistically may be able to expect around $1.2 million. She added that Atty Emma was working 
on a contingency fee basis, meaning that he would get a cut of it if the city won. She noted that 
because it was a breach of contract claim, the city could not add in attorneys fees as part of the 
demand.  

 She then moved to the next case, Jayne Billings v. City of Holyoke, a tort claim where they were 
alleging that they tripped over a tree branch on the street and were requesting damages. She 
explained this was being handled in house and that Atty Tasha Marshall had filed an answer in 
the claim, stating that there was some contributory negligence in tripping over a tree branch. She 
added that there was also some determining if the tree was the city's. She noted that this spoke 
to the issue of dead trees in the city. She then stated that it appeared this was a city tree but with 
so many trees around, it was hard to determine for sure. She stated that they filed an answer a 
while ago so it was possible they may not hear anything.  

 She then moved to the next case, Mayer v. MHA, City of Holyoke, et al, a land court case 
regarding a group home at 11 Yale Street. She then stated that the city filed a motion for 
summary judgement. She added that the Mental Health Association (MHA) had also filed a 
motion for summary judgment. She then suggested it would be at least another 60 days, noting 
that the city was given 30 days to file theirs and the plaintiffs were given another 30 days to 
oppose that, and then the city would get another 30 days to rebut their opposition. She then 
suggested that this wasn't major for the city as they were waiting for the court to decide whether 
they needed to pull the building permits or if they could stay at the property. She explained that 
this was more MHA's case, and the city was called in because the city held the permit. She 
expressed hope that this would be resolved soon as it was a huge time burden for their 
department.  

 She then stated that there were not any MCAD claims for the city but there was one for the 
schools for a wrongful termination. She explained they had outside counsel and it came out of 
their budget. She noted that these kinds of discrimination claims happen fairly frequently. 

 She then stated that there were two presentment letters, something that had to be sent to their 
office before a claim can be filed. She then explained that one was the Estate of Daniel Allende v 
City of Holyoke and Atty General Maura Healey. She then stated that it was a wrongful death 
claim with the Police Department. She explained that Mr. Allende was in police custody, they 
were doing their checks and thought he was sleeping in his cell, but later found that he had died 
while in custody. She then stated that it was alleged he had drugs in his rectum, and it was 
possible that ruptured while he was in custody. She added that the state was involved because 
he was supposed to be on an ankle tracker, and they believed it failed. She added that other 
claims were arising from that because the state lost track of their criminal. She reiterated that they 
had not yet received a filing.  

 She then explained that the next case involved Natasha Custodio, a woman who posted bail in a 
case, and then the bail was revoked, the Commonwealth returned her money. She then stated 
that the alleged violation was that Holyoke Police went to her home requesting the money be 
provided to the Police Department because they felt the money was part of the case and should 
be kept as such. She explained that they were still fact finding at that point to find out what 
happened in that situation. She explained that Atty Emma was handling the wrongful death case 
and was also being asked to help handle the Custodio civil rights case. She noted that it was 
currently just a torts claim, with Ms. Custodio asking for the money back, which came to around 
$25,000.  

Councilor Sullivan noted that the first case where $65,000 was coming out of the school budget was while 
the city was under receivership and the state was in control of all of the programs and administration of 
the school, but the city was having to pay for their screwup.  
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Atty Barnes stated that was correct. She noted that it was from 2017, although she was unsure when 
receivership started. 

Greaney stated it was five years ago.  

Atty Barnes expressed her understanding that a lot of what was put into policies and procedures that 
came out of the settlement of the case had been requested from a state mandate. She then explained 
that the city was put in the position of a guinea pig, where a bar was set as far was what schools across 
the state should be doing. She noted one bonus was that the city was not trying to meet state mandates 
because they were already in place. She added that they also had to fulfill requirements of reporting to 
the plaintiffs once a year, showing whether or not the city was still in compliance. She noted that the city 
could ask for changes in procedures based on if the city was finding financial difficulties.  

Councilor Sullivan asked if it had been paid out from the School Department budget already. 

Atty Barnes stated that it had. She then explained that they had requested $1.3 million in just attorneys 
fees and it was settled at $65,000 from the School Department, reiterating that the state put in their own 
money.  

Councilor Sullivan noted that the automatic stay on the NASDI case affected the company that went into 
bankruptcy, but asked to clarify that the claim was against the insurance company.  

Atty Barnes stated that NASDI fled for bankruptcy but because it was a multi-party case, the case was 
stalled because the city was looking for $1 million in insurance but the person holding the insurance was 
also up against it.  

Councilor Sullivan expressed his understanding that in clear cut cases like this, there wasn't much for a 
bankruptcy attorney to do and only needed to file a motion for an automatic stay. He suggested that these 
usually fly right through because lawsuits supersede anything pre-bankruptcy. He questioned why that 
would hold this up.  

Atty Barnes stated that while she wouldn't think so either but offered a reminder that in a previous code 
enforcement, the company filed for bankruptcy, the city's motion for relief from stay got denied twice. She 
added that it was almost a battle between two courts because the other couldn’t believe it was denied 
either. She then expressed concern that if the claim was not perfected by someone well versed in that 
procedure, the city could lose its claim to the money. 

Councilor Sullivan suggested that it should be quick and inexpensive to handle it.  

Atty Barnes expressed hope that it would be. She added that Atty Lange had been good about his billing 
and was not charging the city too much, just for the motions and hearings. 

Councilor Sullivan asked what Atty Emma's contingency fee was on number 5, the Mountain View case. 

Atty Barnes stated that it was a 30% percentage of the settlement.  

Councilor Sullivan expressed surprise at 30% of a $1.5 million claim. He then asked if the person who 
filed a claim about tripping on a tree branch was a Holyoke resident.  
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Atty Barnes stated that they were. 

Greaney asked if there were injuries with the tree branch and what damagedswere being sought. 

Atty Barnes stated that the complaint was for $75,000. She noted that there was a max of $5,000 so was 
not sure why the complaint was so high. She then expressed her understanding that the woman fell and 
busted her knee cap pretty bad. She reiterated that they had not heard anything back from them in a 
while.  

Councilor Hernandez, noting that this information was confidential, asked if anyone from the community 
besides these people knew the claims were ongoing, and what should a councilor say if someone did 
present a question to them.  

Atty Barnes stated that councilors should not discuss any information they receive in these meetings, 
emphasizing that this was essentially an attorney/client privileged meeting. She noted that even after 
cases settle, minutes sometimes still cannot be released because strategy and negotiation techniques 
can be talked about and release could harm the department in negotiating future cases. She noted that 
while case names are public record, that shouldn't even be discussed because information not yet known 
to the public could be inadvertently mentioned.  

Councilor McGiverin asked what was being asked for in the Officer Kelley case. 

Atty Barnes stated that they were appealing the decision because the city won the appeal.  

Councilor McGiverin expressed his understanding that Officer Kelley was erroneously put on 
administrative leave for a false positive and that he had already received back pay.  

Atty Barnes stated that he was bypassed for a promotion based on the false positive and was now 
looking for an appeal to have that appealed.  

McGivern asked for clarification that it wasn't monetary.  

Atty Barnes stated that she did not have more information at that time.  

Councilor McGiverin suggested settling if it was not monetary.  

Atty Barnes stated that she would love to say it's not monetary, but she didn't want to be inaccurate. 

Councilor McGiverin noted that Mountain View was not the original contractor. He then asked what 
happened. 

Atty Barnes stated that it was Mountain View and others. She then stated that the field was multilayered, 
and they had to sue the multiple companies that contributed to the field because they couldn’t determine 
where the defect was, so they were all pointing fingers at each other. She explained that Mountain View 
was just one of the parties.  

Councilor McGiverin asked how many staff attorneys were in the office. 
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Atty Barnes stated there were three.  

Councilor McGiverin asked who the other was in addition to Atty Barnes and Atty Marshall.  

Atty Barnes stated the other was Jenny Wellhoff.  

Councilor McGiverin asked if there were any openings. 

Atty Barnes stated that they had no openings, adding that she gave up a position and they didn’t have a 
Solicitor appointed. 

Councilor McGiverin stated that the Solicitor was an opening.  

Atty Barnes stated that was correct but not one she could fill.  

Councilor McGiverin emphasized that she was doing the job. He then noted that being down any bodies 
made it difficult to do things in house.  

Atty Barnes stated that was correct. 

Councilor McGiverin asked her to explain giving up a position.  

Atty Barnes stated that if they were fully staffed, they would have a Solicitor, 3 Assistant Solicitors, 2 
Associates, a paralegal, and an admin. She then explained that they had 3 Assistants, and a paralegal.  

Councilor McGiverin asked if there was labor counsel. 

Atty Barnes stated they did who filled a position and charges $3,000 a month flat fee for anything asked 
of him. She added that for $36,000, she got labor counsel rather than continuing to take in people who 
would be learning it on the job, which was an issue before. She expressed her belief that was the way it 
should stay, noting it was a necessary evil to have outside counsel for a specialty.  

Councilor McGiverin expressed agreement but believed that what the labor counsel was contracted for 
should be a separate line item in the budget.  

Atty Barnes stated that they would fix that for the next budget session.  

Councilor McGiverin commended her for her work. 

Councilor Tallman asked if a decision could come back in the Yale Street case and say the city could take 
away their permits.  

Atty Barnes stated that they had a building permit that was issued, an appeal was brought to the zoning 
board of appeals, which failed, and they filed the complaint with the land court based on the denial of their 
appeal. She added that the city was now just waiting because they currently had a valid building permit 
and were basically currently building at their own risk. She suggested that the court could say a number 
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of things, there could be a monetary matter with MHA, there could be a situation where MHA has to 
convert the building back to what it was before the building permit was issued, but the city was a party in 
the case just waiting to be told if the building permit would remain valid.  

Councilor Tallman asked if there was actual cost to the city. 

Atty Barnes stated there was not.  

Councilor Tallman asked if there were attorneys working on it. 

Atty Barnes stated that it was just in house attorneys.  

Councilor Lisi noted there were several orders in committees that were filed in relation to the zoning, as 
well as something in Public Safety, on the MHA matter. She then asked if they could move forward on 
those items or were they not able to because of the pending litigation.  

Atty Barnes recommended against messing with the zoning ordinances while it was pending because 
they were making arguments based on the zoning ordinances. She added that it was also a hot issue in 
other cases, one recently where the land court waited for the final decision to happen during the litigation. 
She then suggested that with the undetermined legalities around zoning amendment surrounding group 
homes, more research needed to be done before amending them. She suggested amending them could 
also be a detriment to the case. 

Councilor Lisi asked how to handle the related but non-zoning orders.  

Atty Barnes stated that she did not know what the non-zoning issues would be.  

Councilor Lisi stated that something was in Public Safety, including a letter that was received. She 
deferred to Councilor Murphy as chair of that committee. She did not recall what kind of action the letter 
was asking for.  

Councilor Murphy stated that Public Safety didn't have anything.  

Councilor Bartley stated that Councilor Lisi was referring to an order he filed that had been sitting in 
committee for a long time. He then asked Atty Barnes to explain a little more what she meant when she 
recommended against addressing the zoning order because it would taint the argument. He stated that 
he did not support that argument and did not support the city's position.  He asked how it would impact 
the city's position. He added that he was getting calls from constituents asking when that order was going 
to be taken up, adding that Councilor Lisi, as Ordinance chair, was getting the same emails. He asked 
how they should respond.  

Atty Barnes stated that she could do more research on the issue around regulating group homes and the 
zoning amendments to that effect and put something together. She then explained that as they had just 
filed a motion stating that the city's ordinances allow group homes as of right, she did not want there to be 
any appeals to the case if the zoning was changed while the case was pending, adding that they would 
then have to change their argument. She then suggested that it may not impact their argument because it 
depended on what was in place at the time their permit was issued, but still did not believe it was a good 
idea to change zoning ordinance when there was pending litigation about zoning ordinance surrounding 
group homes. She added that the court could say that the city can't regulate them, and she would rather 
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see an outcome first because group homes were currently supposed to be treated like a residential home 
and were allowed as of right. 

Councilor Bartley recalled during the introductory comments, the comment at the time was that either they 
would continue their construction, or the city could pull the building permit. He then stated that it was not 
clear on the city's position being impacted by a zoning discussion. He suggested that another discussion 
could take place later in the year and it could be made more clear what the impact on the city's position 
would be. He also noted that as the order had not been taken up in a timely fashion, it may have to be 
refiled anyway.   

Atty Barnes stated that it would be because they would be getting treated separately. She added that the 
impact of this case on the city was the building permit. She added that was because the zoning ordinance 
was in compliance with other litigation that took place before, which stated that group homes were 
allowed as of right. She then suggested that if the city started changing that, there was other litigation 
stating that they should be allowed as of right. She emphasized that the case was one issue and 
changing the zoning ordinance was a different issue. She then stated that while the case was about the 
building permit, the case as a whole looked at the zoning ordinance and group homes being allowed as of 
right, if they served an educational purpose, if they fell under the Dover Amendment, and other issues at 
play that didn't currently bear on the city because it was currently in compliance with other litigation. She 
then reiterated that changing that could have an impact.  

Councilor Bartley asked if they were two separate issues within the same case, or two separate cases.  

Atty Barnes stated that the litigation was not with the city, but there were other cases coming out of the 
SJC (Supreme Judicial Court) out of other municipalities that were changing regulations on zoning 
ordinances that relate to group homes.  

Councilor Bartley emphasized that the earlier point made was to recommend against taking up the order 
because it could impact the city's case. He then suggested that it appeared she was changing it because 
there were other cases involved.  

Atty Barnes suggested that he wasn't paying attention. She then explained that there was other pending 
litigation that had come out saying that the city shouldn't change zoning amendments.  

Councilor Bartley expressed frustration at being told he wasn't paying attention. 

President McGee asked for cordiality to get the information.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he was asking for information.  

President McGee asked Atty Barnes for a clear answer for what Councilor Bartley was getting at. He then 
asked if her point was that there was no litigation against the city but there was other litigation.  

Atty Barnes stated that there were other cases about regulating group homes through zoning 
amendments. She then emphasized that the city's argument in this case was that they were allowed as of 
right. She suggested that if the city changed it while basing its arguments on a specific part of the zoning 
ordinance would be a little odd. She reiterated that it would not affect the case because they looked to 
what they were when the case was filed. She also reiterated that with so many other cases being litigated 
relative to zoning and group homes, it would be touchy to start charging it when they were in compliance 
with laws and the statuses of other cases coming out of the courts.  
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Councilor Bartley suggested that when another litigation review takes place, a presentation on those 
other cases could be provided.  

Atty Barnes stated that she could do that.  

Councilor McGiverin recalled that the city had a special permit process as part of the ordinance in the 
1980's, and the city was challenged that the language controlling any group home was unconstitutional. 
He recalled that the while gist of it was that they were educational facilities and not residential. He added 
that the codes would not allow them to exist as residential because they had multiple parties paying for 
the expenses of the home.  

Councilor McGiverin made a motion to adjourn the executive session. He noted that the body has to 
convene in public session to adjourn the meeting. Councilor Tallman seconded the motion. Motion 
passed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Lebron-Martinez).  

Adjourned at 6:59 PM. 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

June 18, 2024 

President Murphy-Romboletti noted that there had been some technical difficulties with Holyoke Media. 
She then asked Atty Bissonnette if the meeting could continue in compliance with the Open Meeting Law 
if it was not livestreamed or on Zoom.  

Atty Bissonnette asked if any members were participating remotely. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that Councilor Jourdain was on Zoom earlier but now was not.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that it would be more difficult if there was a remote member. He then stated that 
Council chambers were open, the meeting was publicized as a public meeting, and had also been 
publicized as proving public access via Zoom. He then explained that technical difficulties were not 
regarded as Open Meeting Law violations generally, and this meeting would be okay to go forward. He 
added that one option would be using the Zoom recoding to retransmit later. 

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:44 PM 

The Clerk called the roll.  Absent Members: 0 Present Members 13 (Anderson-Burgos, Bartley, Devine, 
Givner, Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, J. Rivera, Sullivan, 
Vacon).  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

President Murphy-Romboletti noted that the meeting was starting late due to a joint meeting of the School 
Committee and the City Council to vote on filling an at-large vacancy on the School Committee.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith noted that as the meeting was starting late and the Council would be going to 
summer recess following this meeting, she made a motion to extend the meeting beyond the 10pm 
deadline until all items on the agenda are completed. Councilor Sullivan seconded the motion. Motion 
adopted.  

President Murphy-Romboletti invited Councilor Devine to the podium for a presentation.  

Councilor Devine presented a resolution on behalf of the City Council to extend congratulations to the 
Pioneer Valley Lupus Support Group in recognition of their commitment to and engagement on behalf of 
the over 5 million people affected by Lupus.  

Lynn Gagnon, representing the Pioneer Valley Lupus Support Group, thanked the City Council for the 
proclamation. She emphasized the importance of educating the public as Lupus was not as well known of 
a disease so that people knew the symptoms and could catch it in time to be diagnosed and get the 
proper treatment. She then stated that the proclamation was a big step in spreading Lupus awareness.  
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Councilor Jourdain asked for a moment of silence to recognize the loss of Jose Garcia, former longtime 
DPW Commissioner. He then stated that Mr. Garcia has been a tremendous guy, had volunteered at the 
Senior Center for many years, and had done unbelievable work for multiple civic organizations.  

A moment of silence was observed for Jose Garcia. 

Councilor Jourdain asked for a moment of silence to recognize the loss of George Beauregard. He then 
stated that Mr. Beauregard had served as an attorney in the community, including as a founding member 
of one of the esteemed practices in the city. He added that Mr. Beauregard had also served as a judge in 
the Holyoke District Court. He noted that Mr. Beauregard had a lot of knowledge, was civically minded, 
and had deep conviction and deep faith.  

A moment of silence was observed for George Beauregard. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Deborah Albury, 104 Beech Street, stated that as part of commuting, she regularly passed by the Victory 
Theater. She then stated that she had learned startling information about the theater being a historic site 
worthy of preservation designation. She then suggested that a reasonable review needed to be done of 
the documentation for the tax credits. She then expressed support for David Weinberg who could speak 
more thoroughly on the topic.  

Spencer Fox Peterson, 51 Portland Street, stated that big news had been released regarding corporate 
landlords colluding to raise rents. He emphasized the importance of having rental protections in Holyoke, 
noting the city had over 60% renters. He added that stable housing was paramount for public safety and 
public health. He then expressed concern that people could be forced out of the city due to greedy 
landlords, emphasizing that this was not every landlord in the city. He noted that Neighbor2Neighbor and 
other groups were pushing for an Office of Tenant Protections in the city, adding that Mayor Garcia 
agreed with it.  

David Weinberg, 3 Hillcrest Avenue, expressed concern about the Victory Theater. He then stated that 
the Victory Theater was not on the Historic Registry, referencing an email from Jennifer Keitt, adding that 
it would be necessary in order to receive federal historic tax credits. He then stated that they had no 
federal historic tax credits while reporting they were receiving $6,915,000. He then stated that the Victory 
Theater was on the Mass Historic Registry and had $4,100,000 in historic tax credits. He then explained 
that those amounts came from the Secretary of State's website. He then stated that MiFA's past artistic 
programs to be greatly expanded once Victory was completed had no prior successful record in Holyoke. 
He added that between 2015 and 2019, MiFA had a combined budget of $2,401,000 and performance 
presentation income of $32,202. He questioned if their income could credibly pay the expenses of the 
restoration.   

Councilor Greaney made a motion to extend Mr. Weinberg's time for another minute. Councilor Vacon 
seconded the motion. Motion adopted.  

D. Wienberg stated that 2021 990's from the IRS listed travel for Don Sanders $49,029 with $950 revenue 
from programs. He questioned the need for travel with so little financial return. He added that the 
fundraising figures had included funds to restore Victory Theater as well as funds to put on MiFA, and that 
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it wasn't known how that money was being spent. He also questioned a recent statement that there would 
be $19 million in historic tax credits.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

(18:10) 

The name of Councilor Sullivan was pulled to head the roll call voting. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 1 through 3 as a 
package.  

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Hayley Dunn of 199 Northampton St. to serve on the 
Board of Registrar of Voters. Ms. Dunn will serve a three year term that will expire on March 31, 2027. 
--->  Received and appointment approved. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Kenneth Harstine of 56 Nonotuck St to serve as a 
Commissioner of the Solider's Memorial. Mr. Harstine will serve a three-year term expiring on June 30, 
2027. 
--->  Received and appointment approved.  

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Beth Gosslein of 1070 Northampton St. to serve on the 
Local Historic District Commission for Fairfield Ave. Ms. Gosselin will serve a three-year term expiring on 
July 1, 2027. 
--->  Received and appointment approved. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 4 and 35 as a package. 

From Florin Muradian, Request to withdraw special permit application for Home Occupation at 42 
Arnodale Ave 
--->  Received.  

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Special 
permit application for a home occupation at 42 Arnodale Ave (124-00- 077) for a driveway sealcoating 
business (Homeowner: Dylan Bradford, business owner: Florin Muradian) 

have considered the same and Recommended that the special permit be denied. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the recommendation from the Law Department during the hearing was that 
this was nothing the correct permit for this type of business because the permit would allow for a business 
that primarily would take place at the home and there was disagreement whether or not that was the 
case. She noted that he was not seeking to withdraw it.  

Councilor Bartley commended Councilor Givner for running a good meeting. He then stated that he did 
not necessarily agree with the Law Department and made a motion to request an explanation in writing 
from the Law Department on what a home occupancy special permit allows. He added that there were too 
many open questions. Councilor Vacon seconded the motion.  

Councilor Devine expressed a desire to see an order filed making that request instead.  

Motion adopted.  
--->  Report of Committee received and application given a leave to withdraw without prejudice at the 
request of the applicant on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  1 (Bartley)--Absent  0. 

From David Weinberg, information regarding MiFA/Victory Theater 

Councilor Bartley noted that Mr. Weinberg had just summarized his communication during public 
comment. He then questioned where else this should go, noting there was still an open question. He 
added that the whole situation with the Victory Theater had been going on for 35+ years. He added that 
he had heard about 'shovels in the ground' from the director multiple times. He questioned at what point 
does the city say "this is it" and actually mean it. He emphasized that Mr. Weinberg was just a volunteer 
looking for answers.  

Councilor Givner stated that the presentation from Mr. Sanders in the DGR Committee was helpful. She 
then stated that it was unfortunate that Mr. Weinberg did not attend. She then suggested that it would be 
more helpful if a community meeting was held with all parties present so that questions could be 
answered. She noted that MiFA talked about holding something at Holyoke Media, which could be 
publicized so that community members could be present and ask questions directly to the people at 
MiFA. 

Councilor Greaney stated that he was one of the skeptics. He then questioned if the communication 
should be reviewed by the Law Department, noting that some of it was accusatory. He then expressed 
concern with the city being involved if there was something that was illegal or not right.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow the Law Department to address 
the Council.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that they should wait until another hearing that included MiFA as well as the 
interested citizens. He then stated that the allegations being made in the letter were significant and there 
may be some people's interests and rights at stake. He then advised that the city should not get too much 
further into this as there were other investigatory avenues, including the State Ethics Commission, that 
may play a proper role. He added that this kind of investigation was not something the Solicitor's office 
could do, but they could make a referral if there was sufficient information that made it rise to that level.  
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Councilor Bartley suggested that the Holyoke Historical Commission could gather facts and proceed 
accordingly.  
--->  Received. Copy to Historical Commission.  

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy McGee and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, minutes from the 
May 21, 2024 meeting. 
--->  Received and Adopted. 

PETITIONS  

(31:55) 

From residents of Woodland St, petition for installation of new storm drain. 

Councilor Bartley stated that this should be referred to the Board of Public Works for a follow up, and they 
could give some direction.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked if this kind of petition required a public hearing, similar to what would be 
required for speed humps.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she did not think so but asked Atty Bissonnette to confirm. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that the Board of Public Works would have to look at this and make the necessary 
calculations.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked to confirm that would not be hosted by the Councl. 

Atty Bissonnette confirmed that was correct.  

Councilor Devine suggested sending it to the Board of Public Works Commission so they could take it up 
at their next meeting.  
--->  Received and referred to Board of Public Works. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

(34:25) 

President Murphy-Romboletti noted a calendar invite was sent out to hold a date open for a special 
meeting the Mayor may be looking to hold regarding free cash. She noted that she attended a monthly 
meeting for finance department heads, and it appeared they would be looking to set the tax rate at either 
the November 19th meeting or the December 3rd meeting. She added that the state required it to be set 
by December 3rd.  
She then stated that a late file was on the agenda regarding the September meetings, noting that the first 
Tuesday meeting date would need to be changed due to the state primary and the third Tuesday meeting 
date would conflict with Holyoke Day at the Big E. She then emphasized that she did not want to hold a 

Page 57 of 238



6 
 

meeting that month so was recommending holding the meetings on the Wednesday dates immediately 
following those Tuesdays.  
She then congratulated the Tax Collector, Laura Shaw, for being named as one of the 40 Under 40 
awardees for the year.  
She then congratulated Councilor Anderson-Burgos for winning 3rd overall and 1st in his division at the 
Pride 5K.  
She then offered a reminder that the fireworks would be held on June 28th and a rain date of June 30th.  
She then stated that PrideFest would take place at Veterans Park on June 22nd.  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

(37:15) 

President Murphy-Romboletti invited Councilor Jourdain to stand in for her for this item as she would be 
abstaining from discussion of the item.  

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Petition of Blue Fox Brands, Inc. for a 
special permit for a Marijuana Manufacturing Establishment at 1 Cabot St. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the special permit be granted with the following 
conditions: 
1. That the owner of the building always pay the commercial property tax rate to the extent allowed by 
federal, state, and local laws for the duration of the Special Permit. 
2. That the business retains a minimum 30% Holyoke residents for non-security jobs. 
3. That the hiring preference be given to security personnel that are retired Holyoke police or are a retired 
member of another police department that now lives in the city of Holyoke. 
4. There shall be no marijuana consumption allowed on site. 
5. That the hours of operation be Monday - Friday, 6am-12am, Saturday and Sunday, 7am-2pm. 
6. That the applicant must abide by Massachusetts General Laws and guidances from the Cannabis 
Control Commission. 
7. That the petitioner/applicant shall conform with city and state health laws, rules, and regulations, 
including odor nuisance controls, for the duration of the permit. 
8. That if substantial progress has not occurred within 2 years of issuance of the Special Permit, an 
extension shall be required. 
9. That items 2a and 2b on the Planning Board letter, dated May 31, 2024, be adhered to. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera stated that the facility would be located on Cabot and Canal. He noted several 
businesses were at the coalition. He stated that questions about traffic and parking were discussed. He 
added that they were also asked about impact in the community. He added that they were only focused 
on manufacturing and not retail, and there would only be a certain number of people throughout the day. 
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He added that they would begin with 2 shifts, and later plan for a third shift. He also stated that they 
planned to start as soon as all permissions were granted.  

Councilor Sullivan noted the owner of the building was not the applicant, and the applicant should not be 
held to paying the taxes. He added that there was no mechanism for enforcing the conditions on the 
number of people working for the business from Holyoke. 

Councilor I. Rivera stated that he agreed, adding that it was something most other businesses had 
agreed to, and they were on to maintain consistency. He also stated that while there was no mechanism 
to police the 30% residency conditions, the company did have a Michigan business with 70% of their 
workforce from the community.  

Acting President Jourdain noted that the owner was required to sign the application, had an interest in the 
property, and was consenting to go along with the conditions, specifically item 1.  

Councilor Bartley stated that the conditions were regularly applied, and the Building Department and the 
Board of Health could check on those. He added that with noncompliance, the permit could be revoked. 
He noted the current Building Commissioner had just sent out letters to several property owners with 3 or 
more family homes in compliance with state law. 

Councilor Greaney stated that he would vote no as he had on every marijuana issue except for one, 
which had been a testing laboratory.  

Councilor Ocasio stated that she would vote against it due to traffic issues. She noted there was 
congestion and there were concerns about accidents. She expressed frustration that nobody was 
listening to concerns. She then stated that there was no proof things would be safe. 

Councilor J. Rivera stated that she would oppose it due to concerns with traffic, particularly with truck 
traffic as well as a PVTA route. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith thanked councilors for attending the rich discussion. She recalled that a lot of 
concerns about traffic came up. She added that this project gave her pause in context to a recent 
discussion about host community agreements. She noted that while the city likely would not be pursuing 
those fees going forward, there appeared to be a real impact being named here. She suggested making a 
case for impact fees when there were tangible impacts to be shown. 

Councilor Vacon offered a reminder that the applicant was asked if the host community agreement 
included money for mitigation, and they said the agreement modeled by the CCC included up to 5% 
mitigation fees, which required documentation as to what the charge would be for. She suggested there 
was a mechanism in place to address the concerns.  

Councilor Devine emphasized the need to defer to ward councilors, and that she would vote no for that 
reason. 

Councilor Sullivan stated that the owner of the building had spent considerable time and money 
developing the building and keeping in on the tax rolls. He expressed concern about denying that owner 
the opportunity to bring in more tenants. 
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Councilor Bartley asked others to consider the fact that nobody indicated during the hearing that they 
would vote against it because of traffic mitigation. He emphasized that they could have asked the 
applicant that night about mitigation. He also stated that another condition could be added to ask for a 
traffic mitigation study. He also stated that they would have to come back annually for a renewal of the 
special permit. He then made a motion to add a 10th condition that the owner of the building and the 
applicant come back to the City Council with a recommendation within 6 months with a traffic and parking 
mitigation plan. Councilor Vacon seconded the motion.  

Acting President Jourdain clarified that special permits do not come back every year for renewal. 

Councilor Bartley stated that they could still add the 6 month condition.  

Acting President Jourdain stated that it could be added, assuming the applicant was agreeable to it.  

Councilor Bartley stated that would give a little breathing room for 6 months. He then referenced 
Ordinance 9.3.3 as allowing the City Council to apply reasonable conditions to a special permit. He 
suggested that a traffic and parking plan was reasonable, it would give them 6 months to comply, and the 
permit would go away if they did not comply with the condition.  

Acting President Jourdain noted that the motion was to add a 10th condition that, within 6 months of the 
granting of the special permit, the applicant would be required to provide a traffic and parking and 
mitigation plan.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that during discussion of many of the previous special permits for 
marijuana industry businesses, the bulk of the conversations had been about traffic impacts and safety. 
He expressed concern that putting this specific one under a microscope would not be consistent with 
every other applicant.  

Councilor Givner agreed that there was a concern about consistency, adding that this was a little late to 
add another stipulation to the special permit when it should have happened during the Ordinance 
Committee meeting. She noted that there were other cannabis companies in the same building without 
this condition, potentially making this company alone responsible for addressing traffic mitigation outside 
the building.  

Councilor Devine stated that she was now unsure what to do, noting that she initially wanted to defer to 
the ward councilors but was now hearing other points that made sense. She then asked Councilor J. 
Rivera and Councilor Ocasio how they were feeling about this discussion.  

Acting President Jourdain stated that he would recognize them after others with their hands up had a 
chance to speak.  

Councilor Sullivan asked to confirm that there would be no retail sales at this business.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated there would be no retail sales. 
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Councilor Sullivan suggested that if some people were going into their shift as others were leaving, he did 
not see any need to be concerned with traffic mitigation.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that there may be one retail store at the location, but they would have limited 
hours and it was smaller.  

Councilor Sullivan clarified that this applicant would not be retail.  

Councilor I. Rivera confirmed that this applicant would not be retail.  

Councilor Sullivan emphasized that that would be a boutique manufacturer, not a company as large as 
GTI.  

Councilor I. Rivera agreed that it would come across as singling them out if only one company had the 
extra condition and could bring legal issues if this did not pass. He agreed that cannabis companies had 
been saturating the neighborhoods and had not been as involved in the community as they promised they 
would, but that was not necessarily this business's fault, and really fell on the owner of the building to take 
the lead on figuring out parking and traffic.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she seconded the motion out of a desire to not see the discussion end but 
did not support adding the 10th condition. She recalled that in the early days when the owner came in 
with some of the early applicants, they had discussion relative to traffic and parking, and there was 
agreement the owner would come up with a plan. She then noted that in discussion of this permit, she 
asked about parking and was assured there were adequate spaces for the businesses in the building. 
She suggested an order could be filed to discuss a plan with the building owner.  

Councilor J. Rivera expressed appreciation for the respectful nature of the discussion. She agreed that it 
appeared they were targeting the business but noted that there was discussion and concern brought up in 
the meeting. She added that they spoke of a desire to see traffic redirected. She then stated that she 
would support the special permit in order to avoid looking like this business was being targeted, and was 
open to joining on an order to bring the building owner in.  

Councilor Vacon withdrew her second.  

Councilor Bartley withdrew his motion. He emphasized that the condition was intended to be applied to 
the building owner.  

Acting President Jourdain noted that an order may not be binding, while a condition would be. 

--->Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-
-Yeas  10--Nays  2 (Greaney, Ocasio)--Abstain 1 (Murphy-Romboletti) 

Councilor Devine offered congratulations to President Murphy-Romboletti for an award she would be 
receiving the following week.  
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Councilor J. Rivera stated that President Murphy-Romboletti was chosen by Emerge Massachusetts to 
receive a Woman of the Year Award.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that Emerge was a program that helped women run for office, one 
that she participated in in 2021. She added that 3 other awesome women were also getting the award.  

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order With community support, order that $15 
pothole claims fee be reduced to $0 to reflect practices of neighboring cities and towns. Charging a fee to 
residents for a service paid for by taxes seems redundant. Introduced by ordinance in 2018, this nominal 
fee generates +/- $400 annually. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera stated that a fee was being charged to people to file a claim if their vehicle was 
damaged by potholes. He noted the policy was that the city had to know about a pothole ahead of time for 
people to be reimbursed. He stated that it did not make sense to charge a fee when taxes cover that 
expense.  

Councilor Givner suggested that it created more work and likely cost the city more than the fee was 
generating. She noted that it was the practice of neighboring communities to not charge the fee.  

Councilor Jourdain commended the committee for putting this through. He agreed that it was poor 
practice from a customer service perspective for people already dealing with damages to be asked to pay 
to file, adding that people may not even win their appeal.  
---> Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0.  

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Ordinance relative to the payment 
of city lifeguards be revised so as to make sure we are being competitive to other communities in the 
highly competitive employment of Summer lifeguards. Moreover, that the Aquatics Director and/or other 
reps from the Recreation dept be invited to the Ordinance Committee to help us review and change as 
appropriate. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera stated that the order was an attempt to keep up with the rising costs of lifeguards. He 
noted that the Parks and Rec Director had been negotiating with lifeguards to remain competitive with 
neighboring communities. He then explained that as the ranges were set by ordinance, they wanted to 
make sure that the Director was able to negotiate. He added that they learned the increase fit within the 
range already set by ordinance, but would likely have to be increased in the future.  

Councilor Greaney called the question.  
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.  

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order for the removal of the handicap parking sign 
currently installed at 36 Northeast Street. The tenant, Lori Bresnahan, has relocated to Easthampton, 
making the presence of the handicap sign unnecessary at the specified location. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera stated that the order was straightforward. 
---> Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0.  

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that an ordinance be established to address 
the 2/3 majority vote of the body for votes. Legal please provide the language necessary for review. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera stated that there had been different forms of legal language discussed and the final 
form stipulated that passage would be by two-thirds of those present. He noted that he had some 
confusion in that he had understood it was about votes for everything versus just ordinances, but 
discussions focused on ordinances specifically.  

Councilor Vacon stated that there were many robust discussions that resulted in compromise after a 
meeting of the minds of people coming from different places.  

Councilor Givner asked for confirmation that the legal language was what would be adopted.  

Councilor Vacon confirmed that was accurate.  

Councilor Bartley commended Atty Mantolesky for putting the language together, emphasizing that it was 
less simple than it may have seemed it would be.  
--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  11--Nays  2 (Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti)--Absent  0. 

(1:23:40) 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($500) as follows: 
FROM: 
15101-51203  PAY-BOH SUBSTITUTE NURSE $500  
TOTAL: $500 
TO: 
15101-51300  PAY-BOH OVERTIME $500  
TOTAL: $500 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
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Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the Board of Health did a tobacco sting, with 4 business having had their 
second violation within 36 months for selling tobacco to persons under the legal age, each received a 
$2,000 fine. She added that 3 other businesses were fined for selling tobacco to those under the legal 
age were fined $1,000 each.   
---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (I. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($500) as follows: 
FROM: 
12201-51105  FIREFIGHTERS $500  
TOTAL: $500 
TO: 
12201-51301  ARSON OVERTIME $500  
TOTAL: $500 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the overtime was to cover vacations as well as for the fireworks.  
---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (I. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, SEVEN THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FIFTEEN AND 42/100 Dollars 
($7,615.42) as follows: 
FROM: 
11521-51104  PERSONNEL-HEAD ADMIN CLERK $7,615.42  
TOTAL: $7,615.42 
TO: 
11522-53009  PERSONNEL-CONTRACTED PROF SERV $7,615.42  
TOTAL:   $7,615.42 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that someone had left in the department and they were hiring someone to cover 
for them.  
---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (I. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, NINE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($9,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
11751-51223  OPED-DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST $9,000  
TOTAL: $9,000 
TO: 
11751-53010  OPED-OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES $9,000  
TOTAL: $9,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that a development specialist had left and they were now putting the money back 
in. She added that it was staff support for the Tourism Advisory Committee.  
---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Givner). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, TWENTY FOUR THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY AND 00/100 
Dollars ($24,570) as follows: 
FROM: 
1376-10400 SMART GROWTH ZONING $24,570  
TOTAL:  $24,570 
TO: 
GRANT -VOTE FY 2023 SAFE STREETS $24,570  
TOTAL: $24,570 
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have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that transfer was for a safe streets grant being funded for the implementation of 
planning and demonstration grants, safety performances, equity for all grants, as well as associated 
costs.  
---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY2023 SAFE STREETS AND ROADS 
FOR ALL, $197,850, LOCAL FUNDS $24,570/IN KIND MATCH $15,000" grant and authorizes the 
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures 
of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that there was an in kind match through employees working late meetings and 
similar work.  
---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that DPW and Sewer put together a study and 
present on the potential benefits of adopting a sewer maintenance program similar to the one run at the 
Water Department. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to the Board of Public Works. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 

Page 67 of 238



16 
 

Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that Water Department had this already, and then deferred to Councilor Jourdain 
to talk more about it as a former member of the Water Commission. She then suggested that the Board of 
Public Works could take this up at their next meeting.  

Councilor Jourdain commended Councilor I. Rivera for also supporting the idea of looking into the sewer 
maintenance program, noting there was already one in place for the Water Department which was added 
to the quarterly bill. He then explained that it would cover costs such as if a water line were to burst from 
the street to someone's meter. He added that this would examine the sewer line. He noted that residents 
had spoken with him about the massive expenses related to having a sewer line collapse. He noted that it 
would add $60-$70 a year to those bills, adding that it would require everyone in the program to keep 
costs down. He also emphasized that it would need to be mandatory to avoid having someone who said 
no being one who would end up having an incident.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that the expense could be a significant cost to some homeowners that would 
throw their budget out of whack. He recalled that while working with One Holyoke CDC, he had seen 
people go through this, try to get help through CDBG funding, and not know how to repair it if they were 
not approved. He noted that while homeowners insurance had been suggested as a way to cover this, 
those companies often pick and choose what they were willing to cover. He emphasized that Holyoke had 
a lot of old piping that would eventually fail.  
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.  

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, SIXTEEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($16,300) 
as follows: 
FROM: 
12101-51312 HPD-SNOW REMOVAL OVERTIME $6,300 
12101-51915  HPD-EDUCATION PLAN 10,000  
TOTAL: $16,300 
TO: 
12101-51321  HPD-SPECIAL EVENTS OVERTIME $16,300  
TOTAL: $16,300 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this was for special events such as PrideFest and the city's fireworks.   
---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, TWENTY ONE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($21,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
12101-51107  PATROLMEN $21,000  
TOTAL: $21,000 
TO: 
12102-52100  ENERGY $21,000  
TOTAL: $21,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this was to finish a payment to Holyoke Gas & Electric for electrical lights.  
---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (I. Rivera). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 54 out of order. 

Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWELVE 
THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE AND 00/100 Dollars ($12,125) as follows: 
FROM: 
14102-53010 ENGINEERING SERVICES $12,125  
TOTAL: $12,125 
TO: 
14101-51101 ENGINEER $12,125  
TOTAL: $12,125 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 18, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Sullivan stated that the Council has seen the problems with not having a fill time Engineer, and 
funds needed to be available. He added that as the city went through the hiring process, there was not 
enough in the budget to cover what was being advertised. He suggested that anyone interested in the 
position would not come based on a promise that they could count on a bunch of politicians to get them 
the rest of the money.  

Councilor Devine agreed that the city could not keep going on without an Engineer, noting that the last 
transfer for a contractor was for $48,000. She emphasized that a lot of projects were not being done 
because the engineering services were only part time.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that this position had created a lot of anxiety, reiterating the number of 
projects that had been backed up. He added that he had been getting a lot of calls on the need of an 
Engineer.  

Councilor Jourdain agreed with the comments, but asked for clarification that this was funding to hire an 
Engineer, not taking away from engineering services being used in the meantime. He added that he 
wanted to be sure the city didn't go to having nobody in the interim. He then noted that he spoken with the 
Mayor as well as the DPW Director, and they were happy with the work of the contracted interim 
engineer.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that he was assured there were enough funds to keep them in place.  

Councilor Greaney called the question.  

--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  1 
(Bartley)--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order  
WHEREAS:: Mass. General Law, Chapter 440, Section 5B authorizes a municipality to create a 
stabilization fund for a specified purpose and to appropriate amounts thereto, provided that such action is 
effective for at least three years and; 
WHEREAS: Chapter 77 of the General Acts of 2023 eliminated the minimum three year provision and 
authorizes a municipality to terminate a specialized stabilization fund at any time and; 
WHEREAS: the City of Holyoke, through its City Council, had voted in June, 2023 to create such a fund 
to accumulate revenue received from the Massachusetts Statewide Opioid Settlement and; 
WHEREAS; The City of Holyoke now wishes to terminate the Opioid Settlement Stabilization Fund and 
the dedication of revenues received from the settlement as authorized under Chapter 77 of the Acts of 
2023. and to create a special revenue fund for ongoing opioid settlement revenues as authorized by the 
Department of Revenue (as per attached DOR Bulletin-2023-7). 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED; 
The stabilization fund created in June, 2023 to receive opioid settlement funds and the dedication of any 
revenues thereto is hereby terminated as authorized by Chapter 77 of the Acts of 2023 and under MGL 
Chapter 40, Section 5B. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be denied. 

Page 70 of 238



19 
 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine observed that this had been a productive meeting with everyone being kind and talking 
things out. She then stated that she would be voting against the recommendation to deny. She suggested 
that this was not being good legislators and the Council was not the executive branch. She suggested 
that it was wrong to not allow the Mayor to do what he wanted with this settlement fund.  

Councilor Vacon asked that the committee report be provided along with that personal opinion being 
offered.  

Councilor Devine stated that the motion was to keep $74,000 in this account to maintain two-step 
protection that would require the Mayor to get Council approval to do anything with the funds. 

Councilor Jourdain shared the sentiments about good decorum during the meeting. He then explained 
that the city would be receiving opioid settlement funds and a stabilization fund had been created for that 
process. He then stated that the remaining funds in that fund would require a Council vote to be 
expended. He then expressed his opinion that requiring the Mayor to convince two-thirds of the Council 
was good government in action. He then stated that by dissolving this account, the remaining funds would 
be transferred to a reserve fund and essentially become just like ARPA or CDBG funding where the 
Council had no vote. He added that he believed those should also have Council approval, noting that the 
Council currently only had the ability to offer recommendations. He asked that other councilors deny the 
request to dissolve the stabilization fund. He emphasized that he expected the Mayor would do honorable 
things with the funds, but he preferred to have dialogue about it and maintain checks and balances.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that he would normally agree with the sentiment about checks and balances, he 
understood there was a plan to establish a committee to determine the best ways to use these funds to 
address the opioid crisis, which would still maintain a level of checks and balances. He added that while 
he understood having the Council keep some power, he had seen many times where the Council could 
not agree on how to proceed on certain issues, and it could lead to not spending any of these funds. He 
further suggested that having to go through the Council could handcuff a lot of the work that needed to be 
done.  

Councilor Vacon expressed her support for the recommendation. She added that the city would be getting 
a lot of money and the process of going through the Council created transparency for the citizens. She 
acknowledged the frustration about getting things done, but often many of the things that have had the 
most debate end up leading to better results. She suggested that if a committee was going to be formed 
to use the money, why not just use the Council for that purpose.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that this topic hit home for him. He noted that he was about to 
celebrate his 23rd sobriety anniversary. He then emphasized that addiction was a crisis and was not 
political. He then emphasized that every minute these issues get discussed was a minute lost in saving 
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lives. He added that people had lost friends and family, and holding up these funds was a disservice to 
the community.  

Councilor Greaney expressed his support for the recommendation that the order be denied because 
robust debate was always good, especially when finances were involved. He added that the Council had 
an obligation to discuss financial matters like this.  

Councilor Sullivan suggested that putting the power in the hands of one person did not guarantee that the 
funds would go to the proper place to handle the emergency. He noted that during the CDBG process, 
the Citizens Advisory Committee, the Office of Community Development, the DGR Committee, and the 
full Council voted to zero a proposal, but funding went to it anyway. He added that the opposite had also 
happened where something recommended by all four groups was not funded by the Mayor.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that while he understood the sentiments of having Council fill the need for 
checks and balances, professionals in the field were already working to build out the committee. He then 
suggested that the expertise on the Council was limited in this field versus those who had their boots on 
the ground, even if the Council had a grasp on the numbers. He added that policies can be created, but 
that would not necessarily mean they work the same in practice if those doing the job were not 
incorporated. He also suggested that orders could be filed to bring in the people involved. He then 
expressed concern with putting more barriers in front of thew work that needed to be done.  

Councilor Devine expressed appreciation for everyone Councilor I. Rivera had just said.  

Councilor Vacon stated that while she trusted the Mayor to take into account the recommendations of 
experts in the field - and she was not trying to portray herself as an expert on this matter - there didn't 
tend to be unanimous agreement among those experts on how to address the crisis. She suggested that 
the public should be allowed to be kept in the loop on the programs being discussed. She added that the 
money coming in was going to be in the millions of dollars but was also time limited. She then suggested 
that with so much money coming in on an issue affecting the whole community, the elected leaders 
representing the people should be involved.  

President Murphy-Romboletti noted that Atty Bissonnette had been seeking to weigh in.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Atty Bissonnette to address the 
Council.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that he had points he was not aware of during the discussion in the Finance 
Committee meeting. He then stated that section 5 of the stabilization fund state law was changed when 
they created the new reserve accounts, and now it read that there were two types of stabilization funds, 
one being the general purpose stabilization fund and the other being the special purpose stabilization 
fund. He then explained that while the general purpose stabilization fund would continue to require a two-
thirds vote to fund as well as withdraw from, the special purpose fund would only require a majority vote 
going forward from January 1st for withdrawals. He added that under the scope of the agreement with the 
Attorney General as part of the settlement, there was a tight limit on the use of the funds for their 
programs against opioid abuse and recovery. He added that there was a requirement to produce an 
annual report of expenditures and contracts made with the use of the funds.  

Councilor Jourdain asked for an email to be provided outlining that additional information.  
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Atty Bissonnette stated that he would be happy to provide that.  

Councilor Jourdain noted that it would require a two-thirds vote to abolish the fund.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked Atty Bissonnette to clarify the vote required to abolish it.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that it would be a majority in this case.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed his understanding that there would be changed in January relative to the 
two-thirds majority. He emphasized that this was created with a two-thirds vote.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that was correct. 

Councilor Jourdain asked Atty Bissonnette if he was saying it could be abolished with a simple majority.  

Atty Bissonnette clarified that the state passed a law in December changing section 5, stating that all 
special purpose stabilization funds could be withdrawn as of January 1, 2024.  

Councilor Jourdain made a motion to lay this item on the table until the next meeting in order to get a 
review of that. He then expressed his understanding that the Council could do this, but that it was 
optional, and there would not be any changing of the voting number for the funds already in it. Councilor 
Vacon seconded the motion.  

Motion to lay on the table failed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  6 (Bartley, Greaney, 
Jourdain, Ocasio, Sullivan, Vacon)---Nays  7--Absent  0. 

Councilor Greaney asked Atty Bissonnette to clarify if the legislature gave a decision on whether it was a 
majority vote or a two-thirds majority vote to deal with closing the opioid account.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that it was a withdrawal requiring a majority vote.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he would like to see the language in writing before taking a vote. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that while someone may be in favor of doing away with this account, it was not 
okay to drop this type of information right before voting on something. He suggested that there was ample 
opportunity to send this information in advance of this meeting. He expressed frustration with changing 
the rules as the Council was going along. He stated that he hadn't had a chance to review if this 
information was true. 

Atty Bissonnette asked Councilor Jourdain if he was accusing the Law Department of intentionally 
misleading the Council.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it was not okay to use those type of incendiary words. He then explained 
that his frustration was that new information that was not known during the Finance Committee meeting 
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was now being put into the debate right before a vote. He then emphasized that he would have liked to 
vet that information and review it with the Law Department prior to taking a vote.  

Atty Bissonnette asked if the request was to be provided with two memos that were attached to the 
original order.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed his understanding, based on the prior reading, that it would require a two-
thirds vote to dissolve this. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that no numbers were discussed in the Finance meeting. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that the issue never came up.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos called the question. Councilor Givner seconded the motion.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that voting yes would support the committee report to deny 
terminating the fund and voting no would reject the committee report and approve the termination of the 
fund.  
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation to deny failed on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  6 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Sullivan, Vacon)--Nays  7--Absent  0. 
*Item was reconsidered later in the meeting and laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City Treasurer please provide the 
City Council with a review and analysis of the Pacific Legal foundation report 
(https://homeequitytheft.org/massachusetts) that states that $83,000 in home equity from 13 Holyoke 
homes was inappropriately taken from our residents pursuing Holyoke property tax liens. Please provide 
us the details on these 13 properties and how this could happen to Holyoke residents; including the 
names of any entity pursuing our liens. Please advise the City Council if Holyoke has done business with 
Tallage Davis LLC. Please notify the City Council if proper safeguards are in place so we only collect 
back taxes and not allow the city or anyone purporting to be acting on our behalf to take residents’ home 
equity. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to the Treasurer. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this was being sent to the Treasurer with a request for him to follow up when 
he was done looking into it so that the committee could discuss it.  
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Councilor Jourdain thanked the Treasurer for his assistance with this.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.  

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, THIRTY THREE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($33,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
12941-51104 PAY-TREE CLIMBER $15,000 
14101-51105 PAY-SR CIVIL ENGINEER 12,000 
14251-51105 PAY-POWER SHOVEL OPERATOR 6,000 
TOTAL:   $33,000  
TO: 
16942-52500 R&M EXHIBIT HALL $1,000 
14222-52504 R&M PELLISSIER BUILDING 5,000 
14222-52505 R&M SENIOR CENTER  10,000 
14222-52509 R&M POLICE STATION  12,000 
14222-52510 R&M CENTRAL FIRE STATION  1,000 
14222-52512 R&M HIGHLAND FIRE STATION 2,000 
14222-52514 R&M W HOLYOKE FIRE STATION 2,000 
 TOTAL: $33,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this was for repair and maintenance of the buildings in the order.   
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Bartley, Greaney). 

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked if the earlier ordinance change regarding votes being of those voting and 
present went into effect immediately. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that it was only for ordinances.  

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, SIXTEEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($16,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
14251-51105  PAY-HIGHWAYS POWER SHOVEL OPERATOR $16,000  
TOTAL:   $16,000 
TO: 
14301-51102  PAY-REFUSE HMEO $16,000 
TOTAL: $16,000 
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have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the DPW was trying to hire someone for the heavy motor equipment 
operator position.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Bartley, Greaney). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, ONE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($150,000) as 
follows: 
FROM:  
12101-51103 CAPTAINS $40,000 
12101-51117 DISPATCHER 80,000 
12101-51920 QUINN BILL 30,000 
TOTAL:  $150,000  
TO:   
19412-57630 CLAIMS & DAMAGES $150,000  
TOTAL: $150,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to City Council without 
recommendation. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that there was not much discussion on this other than the vote to move it to full 
Council without recommendation, with a vote 4-1 vote.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that this was discussed and people understood why he was voting against this.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and denied on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  8--Nays  3 (Jourdain, Ocasio, Vacon)--Absent  2 (Bartley, Greaney). 
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The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order Acting DPW Superintendent please provide 
the City Council & Parking committee the following report: for the prior 5 years (need to consider pre/post 
pandemic usage changes), amount of meter revenue and amount of parking garage revenue. Please 
provide total usage % (used spaces divided total spaces) at both parking garages annually. Please also 
provide any analysis of cost to get all meters fully operational. Please provide the expected life cycle of 
the new meters if purchased. Please also provide us the current amortization schedule for the Mayor 
Taupier Suffolk Street Parking Garage  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to the DPW for a report back in 
90 days. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the DPW Director was being asked to provide information to the Council in 
90 days. She added that a parking study was being received with a lot of the information already provided 
in that.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that the study was helpful but did not go into the type of financial information 
being asked for, including revenue from meters and parking garages, as well as a historical analysis.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.   

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That Cook and Company be invited to a future 
finance subcommittee meeting to review their recent health insurance analysis for the city. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the original order went through the Ordinance Committee last December and 
was complied with. She then emphasized that she would not take up copies in Finance.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City Council Personnel Director 
conduct a comprehensive study of employee safety for the benefit of our Holyoke municipal employees 
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and our taxpayers. The City Council The Personnel Director should invite in the Personnel Director, our 
Workers’ Comp representatives, Mayor, law department, department heads, union leadership, and others 
as needed to gather all of the information we she needs to study the root causes of employee injuries, 
how they are handled, how are they mitigated, how are we handling risk management to avoid future 
losses. Our goal should be to keep employees safe, reduce lost hours, productivity and overall cost to the 
city. We need to collect all relevant data including a prior 3 year report tracking injury claims, workers’ 
comp claims, injured on duty claims, and related. Ideally, the City Council Personnel Director will produce 
a report within 6 months on its findings in conjunction with all key stakeholders. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to the Personnel Director. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this had initially been more extensive and Councilor Jourdain was able to 
reduce to something simpler through the Personnel office.  

Councilor Jourdain emphasized that the Personnel Director was already doing great work in this area, 
adding that 6 months should be plenty of time to compile the information for the Council.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos made a motion to reconsider the previous action on item 26. Councilor 
Devine seconded the motion. Motion adopted.  
--->Laid on the table  

(2:33:55) 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
appointing Catherine Pratt of 11 Lexington St. to serve on HEDIC. Ms. Pratt will replace Rosa Pantoja 
and will serve a three-year term, expiring June 30, 2027.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that Ms. Pratt was a great applicant, ran and operated a business with 
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her husband in the city, and had over 15 years of experience in the aerospace and fuel cell power 
industry.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
appointing Lauren Niles of 40 Lexington, to serve as a Commissioner of the Planning Board. Ms. Niles 
will replace Mr. Nathan Chung and will serve the remainder of his term expiring on June 30, 2027. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that Ms. Niles has experience as a realtor of sales, property 
management and marketing - qualities that would be a benefit to this committee.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith commended Ms. Niles as part of the Local Historic District, adding that she had 
already been a great volunteer for the city.   
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
appointing Ms. Astrid deSoete of 13 O'Connor Ave. to serve as a member on the Recycling Advisory 
Committee. Ms. deSoete will replace Meg Magrath-Smith and will serve the remainder of her term 
expiring August 1, 2026. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that Ms. deSoete was retired and had plenty of time to devote to the 
committee.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
appointing Mr. James P. O'Connell of 25 Brookline Ave. to serve on the Recycling Advisory Committee. 
Mr. O'Connell will replace Ms. Markeysha Dawn Davis and will serve the remainder of her term expiring 
August 1, 2026. 
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have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that Mr. O'Connell was very impressive and was very well versed in 
recycling.  

Councilor Devine stated that she had known Mr. O'Connell for many years, came from a great family, and 
had great work ethic.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
reappointing Mr. James Sutter of 30 Fairfield Ave. to serve as a Commissioner on the Gas and Electric. 
Mr. Sutter will serve a six year term expiring July 1, 2030. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that Mr. Sutter provided an education. He added that Mr. Sutter 
provided insight and understood the business inside and out.  

Councilor Devine noted that Mr. Sutter was brought in even though he was a reappointment was due to a 
councilor asking him to be there, but that councilor was not there to ask any questions.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

(2:42:35) 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Petition of 
Felix Rivera Soto Jr, application for a Street Vendor License  

have considered the same and Recommended that the license be granted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
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Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the request was to sell hot dogs and sodas at 645 Hampden Street. She 
noted there were questions as to whether or not the place he would be parked would be okay and they 
decided that if the vendor license had been approved, it must have been vetted.  
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent 2 (Bartley, Greaney). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 37 and 38 as a 
package.  

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Petition of 
William F. Councilor Sullivan & Co Inc, of 107 Appleton St. for a Junk Dealer's License 

have considered the same and Recommended that the license be granted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  9--Nays  1 (Murphy-Romboletti)--Absent 3 (Bartley, Greaney, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Petition of 
William F. Councilor Sullivan & Co Inc, of 1-3 Jed Days Landing. for a Junk Dealer's License 

have considered the same and Recommended that the license be granted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that this was a renewal that had been around since 1953. She noted there were 
questions about the hours of operation due to noise but it appeared they were falling within the noise 
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ordinance. She added that additional questions came up about fires on site and smoke coming from the 
area, but they were assured there was no active burning being done on site. She added that they were 
doing all mechanical cutting. She also stated that they decided any concerns should be directed to the 
Board of Health to investigate. She noted that they were in the industrial zone operating within regular 
hours.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that one concern for him was around air quality, but it could not be measured at 
the moment. He noted that he grew up in the neighborhood where the wind regularly blew awkward 
smells from that space. He stated that he would be voting in favor but this should be on the radar to try 
and mitigate impacts if there were any.  
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  9--Nays  1 (Murphy-Romboletti)--Absent 3 (Bartley, Greaney, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order From, 
David Weinberg, communication regarding Victory Theater 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the communication came in. She noted that Mr. Weinberg's statement earlier 
was basically a summary of what was stated. She added that with regard to the next order, the MiFA 
team addressed each point. She reiterated that it was unfortunate Mr. Weinberg was not able to attend.  

Councilor Vacon suggested that in sending the letter to the Council, Mr. Weinberg likely felt he had 
already communicated to the Council. She added that anyone could send a letter to the Council in the 
same way. She then asked if the committee was able to determine if the Victory Theater was on the 
national historic registry.  

Councilor Givner stated that they were not. She stated that it appeared there was some confusion 
between the national registry and a local registry. She agreed that having any communication lead to 
discussion in a subcommittee would be a little outrageous and unnecessary. She then suggested that 
they could have a public meeting to have the public ask questions.  

Councilor Vacon suggested that as the earlier communication was sent to the Historic Commission, this 
order could be referred to them as well to seek a report back. 

Councilor Givner expressed her understanding that it was already sent to them.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that item 5 earlier in the agenda was sent.  
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Councilor Vacon clarified that she was talking about sending this item from the committee.  

Councilor Givner asked if the intent was to have a report come back. 

Councilor Vacon stated that she was looking for it to be sent over and to request a summary back from 
them.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Historic Commission. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order MiFA 
response to Mr. Weinberg letter and addendums. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Historic Commission. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order that the 
City Council approve a license agreement between the City of Holyoke and Verizon for relocation of 
cables at the Anniversary Hill Park project located at Scott Tower Road in Holyoke, MA. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that this was a license agreement relative to Scott Tower so that electrical wires 
could be installed underground for the accessible park area being created. She added that funds for the 
project were being expended up front and those would be reimbursed once the project was complete.  
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent 1 (Bartley). 

(2:55:15) 
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The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City Council amend its rules 
to create a Vice President position in the City Council.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that the discussion went on over several months, which included if any 
ordinances or the charter needed to be amended, and that it came down to understanding that it came 
down to a rules change. She then explained that the change would be that following the election of the 
City Council President, the City Council would elect a Vice President by majority vote who would serve in 
the absence of the President due to a leave of absence or unforeseen circumstances exceeding one 
meeting and would represent the City Council in all of the administrative duties of the position. She added 
that the Vice President would not be in the line of succession for the Mayor. She then explained that this 
was an attempt to be proactive in case the President could not attend due to illness, medical condition, 
etc., while wanting to keep the senior member role as is. She emphasized that the senior member role 
was to jump in as a facilitator of a single meeting, but there were many other duties that went beyond 
facilitating a meeting. She noted that it would go into effect in January of 2026.  

Councilor Jourdain made a motion to amend, spelling out that this would go into effect in January 2026, 
just to avoid the theoretical possibility that a vote for President came up before the beginning of the next 
term. Councilor Vacon seconded the motion.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that she would be okay with it kicking in at any point. She then asked 
why it wouldn't be okay.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he was still in the middle on having a Vice President. He added that he 
understood there was nothing wrong with trying to do new things, but he found it to be a little fuzzy 
because the charter specifically created a President of the Council role. He noted that the rule was an 
adaptation of the charter. He suggested that it could all be figured out before January of 2026, and it if 
happened before then, it may be too soon to get into who would be serving as Vice President.  

Councilor Vacon suggested putting it in writing since it was already verbally stated that it would be 
effective in January of 2026.  

Councilor Greaney questioned the motivation of things happening on the Council, and believed that if it 
isn't broken, don't fix it. He then stated that while he understood the logic, he did not understand the 
reasoning and would be voting against it.  

Councilor Givner asked how quickly new rules take effect.  
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Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that it would be the next meeting, unless otherwise stated.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted as amended. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That a digital time clock be provided 
to the President of the City Council, in the City Council budget for the purposes of keeping time for Public 
Speak and City Council rule addition to Rule #6C.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated for clarity that the language of the rule ended at "keeping time" and all 
language after that was redacted, noting that the additional language was connected to another proposed 
rule to track how long people speak on an issue. She then emphasized that rules won't do anything if 
Council didn't work to be more efficient. She added that they decided against that other rule proposal as it 
would be hard to track how long people were speaking during a meeting with a lot of other things going 
on. She suggested that the digital clock could help show how long was being spent on certain items or 
keep time for public comment.  

Councilor Ocasio suggested that a time clock was not needed, and that people could keep track of how 
long they were speaking.  

Councilor Greaney noted that the 10pm rule had been violated that night and nobody had paid attention 
to it.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that it had been voted on at the beginning of the meeting.  

Councilor Greaney stated that while he understood that, the rule was 10pm and the Council could vote on 
extending whether there was a time clock or not.  

Councilor Vacon noted that with a time clock, the President would no longer have to tell speakers in 
public comment that they had 30 seconds left. She stated that it often interrupted their train of thought 
and was one of the main reasons she was supporting this.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

Councilor Jourdain noted that with some members on Zoom, votes should all be by a roll call vote. 

President Murphy-Romboletti acknowledged that the motion on exempting some votes had been taken 
during the previous joint meeting with the School Committee.  
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Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be 
applicable to all motions to receive, refer items to a committee, remove items from the table, place items 
on the table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules, unless there is an 
objection. Motion passed. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that Section 34 of the Holyoke City 
Charter be amended to establish a Police Commission by virtue of a Special Act in Accordance with the 
provisions of Articles of Amendment, Article II, Section 8 of the Massachusetts Constitution. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that this order was a copy so the committee could not be done with it. 
She added that there was a miscommunication in that Public Safety had the original order but gave it 
leave to withdraw on the basis that they thought Charter and Rules was handling it. She noted that an 
order was filed on this agenda to do this work.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order From City Solicitor letter re: 
Provisions of charter impacted by implementation of a Police Commission  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to the Public Safety Committee. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that the reason to send this was because the committee thought the 
order was in Public Safety.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.  

(3:15:45) 

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order that the 
School dept provide the City Council with a report on their plan to use the remaining $13 million in 
ESSER funds by September 30, 2024. Also provide us a report on how the $44 million thus far spent was 
used. 

Page 86 of 238



35 
 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Howard Greaney, Jr 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Jourdain stated that a nice report was provided, and there were two sessions where they 
discussed how ESSER funds were going to be used. He stated that they had a good plan to spend it by 
September 30th.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.  

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order that the 
Joint Committee on City Council and School Committee review the process for the naming of the new 
middle school replacing Peck Middle School at the same location; including, the apparent desire by some 
to possibly change the name from Superintendent William R. Peck who was Superintendent of our 
Schools from 1920-1963 and a World War 1 Naval Veteran and had this middle school named for him by 
the city in 1970. That the Joint Committee and Law Department also review our ordinances and rules on 
naming Holyoke owned facilities and buildings specifically Chapter 12 of our Ordinances so that we 
ensure we are following the proper procedure for the naming of the new school which is a city owned 
municipal building.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Howard Greaney, Jr 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Jourdain stated that the process was reviewed and everyone was on the same page following a 
review of the 2018 ordinance regarding the naming procedure for public buildings. He added that the 
process would take place between now and November where the School Committee would get public 
input. He added that the Council would have the final say relative to the naming of the school. He also 
noted that there was discussion of the history of Superintendent Peck and all of his amazing work, as well 
as his being a World War I veteran. He suggested there was consensus on leaving the school named for 
him. He added that there would be other opportunities to name facilities, including a gym, auditorium, and 
cafeteria. 

Councilor Vacon made a motion to suspend the necessary rules package item 48 with item 47. Councilor 
Jourdain seconded the motion. Motion adopted.  

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order From the 
School Committee - Draft Plan for Renaming PECK  

Page 87 of 238



36 
 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Howard Greaney, Jr 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

 
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order that City 
Council rule 10.D be revisited in discussion. D. Every month the City Council invite in a Holyoke School 
Student to lead in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted and be referred to the School 
Committee. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Howard Greaney, Jr 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Jourdain stated that the order was referred from Charter and Rules and was now being referred 
to the School Committee following a lot of good input. He added that they would be coming up with 
solutions to get more student participation for leading the Pledge of Allegiance, and would report back in 
the future.   
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

Councilor Greaney emphasized that he saw his role not as a representative of the Mayor or the City 
Council, but as a representative of the voters of Holyoke.  

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS 

(3:22:00) 

Anderson-Burgos- Ordered that the City Council issue proclamations to the headliners at this year's 
PrideFest on June 22nd: Grammy nominated artist and MTV VMA Winner, Mary Lambert, as well as 
contestant from season 10 of RuPaul's Drag Race, Yuhua Hamasaki. 
--->  Received and Adopted. 
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Devine- ORDERED that a sign be put up designating BARBARA BERNARD WAY at the Pine Street 
entrance of the Holyoke Senior Center. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Devine - ORDERED that the Building Department separate their "inspection lists" into several categories 
including but not limited to 3 family residences. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Building Department for a report back to the Council. 

Devine - Order that the Law Dept look into the legality of the City altering the divider preventing a left 
hand turn off Whiting Farms Rd into Kmart property. 
1) Is there an existing ordinance preventing the left hand turn? 
2) Is this on Kmart property? 

Councilor Devine stated that she understood the ordinance was taken out that prevented the left hand 
turn. She then explained that she filed the order because an order had been filed by former Councilor 
McGiverin to have the owners of the plaza put an island in the middle with trees. She then questioned if 
the city had to remove the island or did the owners.  
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Law Department. 

Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, TWENTY 
ONE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED NINETY TWO AND 48/100 Dollars ($21,492.48) as follows: 
FROM: 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN $10,999.32 
12101-51105 SARGEANT 10,493.16  
TOTAL: $21,492.48 
TO: 
12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY (PAYROLL 6/8/2024) $21,492.48  
TOTAL: $21,492.48 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 18, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
President Murphy-Romboletti stated that this was for 8 officers.  
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--
Absent  1 (Bartley, J. Rivera). 

Devine - Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the "FY2025 MUNICIPAL COMMUNITY MITIGATION FUND, $219,500, NO MATCH" 
grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the 
receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
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but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 18, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine asked that this be adopted right away as Finance would not be holding another meeting 
until August. She then explained that this was the third time the city had been awarded this grant. She 
added that it would benefit many things. 

Councilor Vacon asked if the grant was time limited. 

Councilor Devine stated that the Director of the Office of Planning and Economic Development, Aaron 
Vega, asked for it to be adopted that night.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed his understanding that it had to be adopted right away or it would die that 
night as they had to renew it every fiscal year. He suggested that while it was likely great and 
noncontroversial, an email should have been sent around from the department explaining it.  

Councilor Devine stated that in fairness to Mr. Vega, he had been out the previous week and was just 
catching up with a lot of stuff. 

Councilor Jourdain asked what they would be doing with the money.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that the department was notified about the grant while Mr. Vega 
was on vacation, resulting in the need for a quick turnaround.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it explained why it was last minute but was looking to know what it was for. 

President Murphy-Romboletti noted that it had been put into everyone's packet.  

Councilor Vacon read the summary from the documents, explaining that the requested amounts were 
$130,000 for community planning, $84,000 for public safety, $65,000 for transportation, and $15,000 for 
gambling harm reduction, for a total of $294,000. She added that the award was $219,5000. 

President Murphy-Romboletti noted that the public safety part was not funded.  

Councilor Jourdain noted that there was a list showing where they would spend the money.  

Page 90 of 238



39 
 

Councilor Vacon clarified that they did not $60,000 for public safety. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that there were all noble purposes, and he did not object.   

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that part of the use would be to activate vacant and blighted lots in high 
tourism areas, continued maintenance of ExploreHolyoke.com, shuttle service between MGM and 
Holyoke for special events, support for local events and initiatives, lighting for poorly lit high tourism 
areas, fees and costs associated with membership and infrastructure for the BikeShare program, and 
citywide harm reduction service.  
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--
Absent  2 (Bartley, J. Rivera). 

Givner - Per constituent request, Order that handicapped parking sign be removed from in front of 1205 
Dwight St by the new owner, Anthony Case. 
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.  

Magrath-Smith, I. Rivera, Givner, Murphy-Romboletti, J. Rivera, Sullivan - Ordered, that Section 34 of the 
Holyoke City Charter be amended to establish a Police Commission by virtue of a Special Act in 
Accordance with the provisions of Articles of Amendment, Article II, Section 8 of the Massachusetts 
Constitution. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that it made sense to go to Public Safety so they could discuss the 
specific roles they would want the Police Commission to have, and then they could send it to other 
committees.  
---> Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. 

Murphy-Romboletti- Ordered, that Rule 1 of the City Council be suspended for the purpose of the City 
Council going on Summer Recess and that the July 2, July 16 and August 20, 2024 meetings be 
canceled. 

President Murphy-Romboletti noted that the administrative assistant clarified that it was no longer Rule 1 
but now 2A.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith made a motion to amend the order, changing rule 1 to 2A. Motion adopted.  

Councilor Greaney made a motion for a roll call.  
--->  Received and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  10--Nays  1 (Greaney)--
Absent  2 (Bartley, Givner). 

I. Rivera, J. Rivera - Order for installation of a Perimeter Fence and Implementation of a Pay-to-Park 
System at the Main Street Parking Lot Across from 299 Main Street as well as the Canal St lot across 
from GTI. Additionally, to provide paid parking permits to businesses located on Main Street and Canal 
St. 
---> Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. 
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Vacon- ORDER: that the sunken manhole cover near 292 Westfield Rd be repaired. Refer to Veolia & 
DPW 
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to Veolia, DPW. 

Vacon- ORDER: that a temporary speed hump also be placed at the top of Apremont on the hill going 
toward Rock Valley Rd. 
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Vacon - ORDER: That the City Solicitor issues the annual report of the law department in accordance 
with section 2-154 of our ordinances. 
Sec. 2-154. - Annual report. 
The department shall, annually, in the month of January, transmit to the mayor and city council a report of 
the business done by the law department concerning any claims or suits against the city during the 
preceding year, describing the suits pending at the time of such report. 

Councilor Devine emphasized that the ordinance stated the Law Department "shall" provide the report 
annually in January. She then suggested that they did not need to take it up until January. 

Councilor Vacon clarified that they were now 6 months late, which meant that they had not followed the 
ordinance and she was asking them to come into compliance.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked for clarification that the order was asking for the previous year's report, 

Councilor Vacon clarified that she was asking for the report that was due in January of 2024.   

Councilor Jourdain stated that it could be attached to the reports that should have come in every January 
going back to 2019.  

Councilor Vacon recalled that reports had come from the Law Department in the past.  
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to Law Department. 

Vacon, Sullivan - ORDER: That city council executive session minutes be provided to the city council as 
required by the open meeting law. 
The Open Meeting Law requires public bodies to create and approve meeting minutes, whether for open 
or executive session, in a timely manner. G.L. c. 30A, § 22(c). The Attorney General's Open Meeting Law 
regulations provide that "timely manner" means "within the next three public body meetings or within 30 
days, whichever is later, unless the public body can show good cause for further delay." 940 CMR 29.11; 
see OML 2018-48. Whenever possible, we recommend that minutes of a meeting be approved at the next 
meeting. See OML 2018-67; OML 2017-133 
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to Law Department. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

(3:38:10) 
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Bartley, Murphy-Romboletti - THAT the City Council suspend its rules, specifically Rule 2A and any other 
rule, for its two regularly scheduled meetings in September 2024 and meet instead on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of that month at 7 PM.  The meeting dates would be: Sept. 4 and Sept. 18. 
Reasons: on the first Tuesday of September the Commonwealth scheduled its state primary; on the third 
Tuesday of September the Eastern States Exhibition (The Big E) scheduled its Salute to Holyoke day. 

Motion was made and seconded to take final action.  
---> Received and Adopted.  

Bartley - That the board of health/ health Commission please be invited to attend to discuss if changes 
are possible to the changes to the Tobacco license issuance policy that supports common sense 
economic growth on a case-by-case basis and also protects public health. Refer to public safety. (This 
order was given leave to withdraw 5/14/24 but I’m refiling it.) 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.  

Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, ONE 
HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED NINETY FIVE AND 56/100 Dollars ($108,695.56) as 
follows: 
FROM: 
8815-10400    CANNABIS STABILIZATION         $108,695.56 
TOTAL:    $108,695.56 
TO: 
19412-57630    CLAIMS & DAMAGES        $108,695.56 
TOTAL:    $108,695.56 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 18, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

Councilor Jourdain stated that it should go to Finance.  

Councilor Devine made a motion to take final action, noting the Council would not be meeting again in 
regular session until August.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it was also because it was the end of the fiscal year.  

Councilor Vacon asked what this was paying for.  

Councilor Devine stated that she did not know.  

Councilor Vacon agreed that it should go to Finance.  

Councilor Devine stated that it might be a couple months before it could be taken up. 
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Councilor Jourdain stated that as it was coming from the stabilization fund and was sitting there anytime, 
this did not have to pass by June 30th.  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia, letter in support of $12,125 transfer for Engineer.  
--->  Received. 

Adjourned at 11:25 PM 
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

June 27, 2024 

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 5:32 PM 

President Murphy-Romboletti called the roll.  Absent Members: 0 Present Members 11 (Anderson-
Burgos, Bartley, Devine, Givner, Greaney, Jourdain, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, J. Rivera, 
Sullivan, Vacon). Present Members on Zoom 1 (Magrath-Smith) 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be 
applicable to all motions to receive, refer items to a committee, remove items from the table, place items 
on the table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules, unless there is an 
objection. Motion passed. 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

Councilor Devine made a motion to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 1 through 10 as a 
package. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion.  

Councilor Sullivan asked if that motion would mean the Council would not be voting on each item 
individually. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that would be how it goes. 

Councilor Sullivan stated that he would not support the motion.  

Councilor Vacon suggested going in regular order, noting that the agenda had very dissimilar items.   

Councilor Greaney also stated that they were individual items that should be taken up individually. 

Councilor Devine withdrew her motion.  

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 1 from the table.  

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, ONE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($150,000) as 
follows: 
FROM: 
12101-51103 CAPTAINS $40,000 
12101-51117 DISPATCHERS 80,000 
12101-51920 QUINN BILL 30,000 TOTAL: $150,000 
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TO: 
19412-57630 CLAIMS & DAMAGES $150,000 TOTAL: $150,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to City Council without 
recommendation. 

UNDER DISCUSSION:  
Motion was made and seconded to pass the first reading.  

Councilor Devine expressed her understanding from previous discussions that some councilors wanted 
this to be taken out of the Police Department budget and that was what this order did.  

Councilor Bartley asked what the claim was for. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that this was laid on the table to reconsider. She added that topics 
related to this order were discussed in executive session.  

Councilor Bartley asked if there was a complaint, lawsuit, or petition that this was related to. He then 
stated that he was not aware of a specific lawsuit that had been filed, without going into specifics.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that items discussed in the last two executive sessions were related 
to settlements that needed to be appropriated. 

Councilor Bartley stated that is what he thought it was. He then stated that he had not seen anything 
specific, such as a proffer. He then questioned approving without any formal lawsuit, adding that he 
thought this was getting ahead of it.  

Councilor Vacon suggested that if a payment would be made to claims and damages, it should be 
reported out in the proper time so that the public would know how public funds were being spent.  

Councilor Sullivan asked Atty Bissonnette when this information would be out of executive session and 
the public would be made aware. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that once matters in executive session are concluded, the minutes are to be 
released at the earliest possible opportunity. He noted that this appropriation was not for a specific 
settlement but to fund a claims and damages account for which there were several matters pending, one 
that was discussed extensively three times in executive session. He emphasized that an alteration was 
made to change where the funding was coming from. He further explained that if this was not approved, 
the funds in the Police Department budget would convert to free cash. 

Councilor Sullivan asked when the public would be made aware of how it was spent if this transfer was 
approved that night. He added that everyone knew this was for one settlement and not a group.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that the settlement would be filed with the city, made available to the City Clerk's 
office, and a copy would be provided to the Council. He added that he was uncertain what additional 
financial transfers would be needed to complete this case, so there may be other opportunities to discuss 
this further.  
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Councilor Greaney asked for confirmation that there was no nondisclosure agreement, and that the 
information would go to the public.  

Atty Bissonnette confirmed that was accurate. He added as a part of the state police board views all 
misconduct complaints, there was a provision that no longer allowed municipalities to shield these types 
of settlements from the public.  

Councilor I. Rivera expressed his understanding that a lot of this information was available to the public 
via the state website and would become public knowledge once POST (Massachusetts Peace Officer 
Standards and Training Commission) posts it on the state website. He added that until POST got the 
information, he believed everything else had to be on pause and the city would have to wait until POST 
released it.  

Councilor Devine asked if the city would be liable for future lawsuits if this was not passed that night.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that while he could not predict why people might sue a municipality, the city had 
been made aware of pending litigation and the city was attempting to negotiate that claim and settle it 
through mediation. He added that the likely amount of the settlement would be much less than if this case 
were to go to trial.  

Councilor Devine asked how many votes would be necessary to pass this.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that this transfer, because it was occurring within two months of the end of the 
fiscal year, required a majority. He added that in the normal course, an interdepartmental transfer would 
be a two-thirds majority. He added that DOR (Department of Revenue) had confirmed that. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked if the Council would have to move the funding out of the claims and 
damages line items once the settlement is finalized.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that it would be funding the account until there is a settlement. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked if the Council would have to approve moving the funding to the 
settlement once finalized. 

Atty Bissonnette stated it would not as long as there were sufficient funds for the settlement.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed curiosity with the number of votes required. He emphasized that these 
were appropriated funds in one department going to another appropriated purpose in another department. 
He suggested that would require a two-thirds majority vote.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that was not true in the last two months of the fiscal year.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that section 49 of the charter specifically required that.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that anything in the charter was superseded by state law.  
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Councilor Jourdain asked for the law citation. He also referenced Chapter 44, section 33B. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that the Council was sent a memo on this from Atty Mantolesky. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he did not recall that memo. He added that the Council had plenty of 
transfers that came in during the last two months of the fiscal year. He reiterated that the charter's section 
49, as well as Chapter 44, section 33B, was crystal clear that any appropriated funds required a two-
thirds vote. He also referenced Sectoin 22.   

Atty Bissonnette stated that he would go with DOR's guidance, which stated that during the last two 
months., in order to clear the books, only a majority was required for interdepartmental transfers. He 
added that his position was that this would override the charter.  

Councilor Jourdain asked for a copy of that.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that he would provide a copy just as he had done the last time a copy was asked 
for the previous week. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that was related to a different law. He asked if the administrative assistant had 
a copy of the memo. 

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if he was referring to the one from Atty Mantolesky.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that supposedly there was something from Atty Mantolesky saying the charter 
was overridden by state law.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the administrative assistant could look but probably would not 
have it ready right away. 

Councilor Jourdain acknowledged that he wouldn't have been prepared for it. He reiterated that there 
were two state laws on transfers. He added that 33A may also be relevant.  

Councilor Vacon noted that this was taken up at the last meeting, failed to gain 9 votes, and then the 
motion was made to table it to then be taken up at this meeting. She then stated that as it required 9 
votes at the last meeting, it would logically require 9 votes at this meeting.  

Atty Bissonnette asked if that had been an 8-3 vote. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that it was. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that 8 was more than two-thirds of 11.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it was two-thirds of the body. 

Councilor Vacon stated that it was deemed to have not passed because it did not acquire two-thirds. 
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Councilor Jourdain reiterated that the Council reconsidered its action and laid it on the table, and now the 
Council was back at first reading. 

Councilor Devine expressed her understanding that a legal form was provided at the last meeting 
regarding a two-thirds vote of those present.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that was on ordinance adoptions. 

President Murphy-Romboletti agreed that was for ordinance changes.  

Motion was made and seconded to pass the second reading.  

Councilor Jourdain cited Section 22 of the charter, with a provision stating, "Any ordinance, order, 
resolution or vote involving the appropriation or expenditure of money to an amount which may exceed 
two hundred dollars, shall require for its passage the affirmative votes of a majority of all the members of 
the city council. Every such ordinance, order, resolution or vote shall be read twice, with an interval of at 
least three days between the two readings, before being finally passed; and the vote at its final passage 
shall be taken by roll call; provided, however, that upon and after the written recommendation of the 
mayor the city council may pass such ordinance, order, resolution or vote on the same day by a two-
thirds yea and nay vote." Her added that this passage cited the Special Acts of 1992. He also noted that 
this was also in the City Council rules. He further noted that two legal opinions on the topic, one from 
2022 and another from 1993, stating that it would be two-thirds if both readings were done on the same 
night.  

Councilor Vacon asked as a point of order for the chair to rule whether or not it required 9 votes.  

Councilor Devine asked if Atty Bissonnette could provide advice. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that some people didn't agree with Atty Bissonnette. She then stated 
that she had not gone to law school but had read the rules. 

Councilor Givner stated that an email 10 days earlier provided ordinance language from Atty Mantolesky 
that did say passages of ordinances requiring two-thirds vote of the City Council unless otherwise 
mandated by MGL or the charter.  

President Murphy-Romboletti emphasized that was for the charter.  

Councilor Givner stated that she had been looking online to see if state laws trump municipal laws and 
was finding things that say they do. She then stated that while she understood both sides, she was 
hearing clearly the point about the last two months of the fiscal year and that state laws override the local 
charter.  

Councilor Vacon stated that her question was still on the floor. She then stated that at the last meeting, 
which was in the same window of time, the same vote was ruled that it did not pass because it did not 
achieve a two-thirds vote. She expressed concern that there were different rules for two different 
meetings. She reiterated her request for the chair to rule. 

Page 99 of 238



6 
 

 

Councilor I. Rivera expressed concern that things were being pulled in different directions, and things 
were being cited because the Council was not in agreement. He suggested that this was not productive 
as a Council or for the community. He added that if the City Solicitor had an opinion that was not brought 
up in the prior meeting, it may have been a mistake. He then emphasized that these people were hired for 
a particular role for a particular profession and hiring them means that faith is being put in them. He then 
expressed his belief that state law superseded the city unless the city was making something stronger or 
impeding the process to move forward.  

Councilor Greaney asked what would happen if this was appropriated based on a simple majority vote 
and it turned out it did require a two-thirds vote. He suggested that logic said it should come back. 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos read from Section 22 and added that it was now not the same day.  

Councilor Devine called the question. Councilor Givner seconded the motion. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she came in believing this was not the first reading. She recalled 
former Councilor McGiverin making similar arguments in the past. She also emphasized the importance 
of taking the legal advice of someone who had been looking at what the state was passing. She then 
ruled that it would require a simple majority of 7 voted.  

Councilor Bartley raised a point of order that a vote had just been taken to pass the first reading, which 
would mean there would now be two readings in the same night. He added that he had never heard about 
not requiring two-thirds during the last two months of the fiscal year. He reiterated that it must be 
recognized that the first reading was just voted on. 

President Murphy-Romboletti agreed and ruled that it would be 9 votes. She noted that Councilor 
Magrath-Smith had to leave.  
--->  Passed two readings and Denied on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  7--Nays  5 
(Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Vacon)--Absent  1 (Magrath-Smith). 

COMMUNICATIONS 

(35:30) 

Letter from Mass Division of Local Services (DLS) re: 2024 Free Cash Certification 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

Letter from Mayor Joshua A. Garcia re: FY2024 Free Cash Transfer Requests 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS  

(37:00) 

Councilor Devine asked what would happen to these transfers since the letter regarding the free cash 
transfers was just sent to Finance.  
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Atty Bissonnette stated that they were now eligible for appropriation as free cash had been certified. He 
added that should they not be adopted, the $1.1 million would be converted to free cash for the next year.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Mayor Garcia to address the 
Council.  

Mayor Garcia stated that the letter was just a communication summarizing what the transfer orders were 
for. He then expressed appreciation to the Council for attending a special meeting to get through these 
orders. He then reiterated that should the funds not be moved, they would not be accessible until the 
same time next year. He then explained that the $427,347 request to transfer to the opioid fund was due 
to the settlement funding initially going into the general fund and now being converted into free cash, so 
this was putting it into the appropriate account. He suggested the transfers for OPEB and the general 
stabilization accounts should be straightforward. He noted that the stabilization account currently had 
around $740,000, and this would bring it close to $1 million. He then examined that some orders would be 
filed late to make capital related investments. He then stated that the contracted services transfer was for 
studies and consultant work, including conducting the police chief search. He then explained that the 
$299,775 for the cruisers had been requested by the Police Chief's, but he cut it with the intent of treating 
it like a capital expense to avoid raising the funds through taxation. He noted that Capt. Cruz was 
available for questions on that.  

Councilor Greaney asked why the transfer to capital stabilization. 

Mayor Garcia stated that he heard from councilors in the past that the general stabilization should be an 
emergency account to be used as a last resort. He noted that in meetings with the rating agencies, they 
looked favorably toward having that account in addition to having a regular stabilization as they looked at 
it as smart budgeting.  

Councilor Greaney asked if that account was completely flexible. 

Mayor Garcia clarified that it would still have to come before the Council to use funds out of there. He 
then stated that the transfer would bring it to around $916,000. He noted that he asked departments to 
bring a list of needs to him. He stated that they would be submitting orders from those requests in August. 

Councilor Vacon, noting the advice the city gets on funding the emergency stabilization, asked if the 
outside auditors made recommendations on how much should go into capital stabilization.  

Mayor Garcia stated that in the financial policies manual, they outlined a percentage that they planned to 
put into various accounts. He added that there was a commitment to invest in each account, including 
around 20% for capital stabilization.  

He added that they while they were only transferring $5,000 to OPEB, they were keeping it on the radar 
and planned to invest more into that in the future.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if there was clarification on if the capital stabilization was considered a special 
purpose account, and would it be a majority, or two-thirds vote. 
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Mayor Garcia stated that it was a special revenue which came with a special rule on being a majority 
vote, but he had discussed with the Law Department the idea of creating a local ordinance that would 
make it require a two-thirds vote to appropriate out of it. He suggested the language could be put into the 
financial policies manual that was still waiting to be discussed in committee for adoption.  

Councilor Jourdain noted that those transfers tended to be unanimous anyway.  

DEVINE - Ordered, That there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024 from 
fiscal year 2024 free cash a sum of TWO HUNDRED FORTY SIX THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY FIVE AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($246,775) as follows: 
FROM: FY2024 Free Cash 
TO: 8811-10400 Capital Stabilization 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 27, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  10--Nays  2 
(Greaney, I. Rivera)--Absent  1 (Magrath-Smith). 

DEVINE - Ordered, That there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025 from 
fiscal year 2024 free cash a sum of TWO HUNDRED NINETY-NINE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 
TWENTY AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($299,820) as follows: 
FROM: FY2024 Free Cash 
TO: 12103-58000 Police Capital Outlay Vehicle - Installment Payment 6 Cruisers 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 27, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Capt. Cruz to address the 
Council.  

Capt. Cruz clarified that it was supposed to be 3 cruisers. He then explained that it they would be fully 
marked 2025 cruisers, each totaling $102,000. He then stated that the cruisers initially arrive all in black, 
requiring the department to then have the doors and roof painted white, as well as lettering decals added 
to them. He also stated that they were equipped with two radios, including the associated antennas, 
wiring, and installation. He added that they were equipped with laptop computers, along with their 
associated antennas and installation. He also stated they had to pay for installation of lighting and rifle 
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storage. He also stated they all came with medical bags and emergency equipment. He added that they 
had to pay for the emergency lighting. He added that they had previously purchased 2022 cruisers from 
Marcotte, but those were no longer available, requiring them to buy 2025 cruisers.  

Mayor Garcia stated that when the budget was put together, it was expected to be $299,820 and they 
only learned it would be $306,000 after the agenda was posted. He stated they could find the difference 
elsewhere. 

Councilor Greaney expressed his support.  

Councilor Sullivan asked for clarification of the language in the order that stated it was an installment 
payment.   

Mayor Garcia stated that it was not installment payments but deferred to Capt. Cruz to explain. 

Capt. Cruz stated they would be buying them outright.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that made more sense.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked what would happen to the older cars if buying them outright was going to 
become the common practice.  

Councilor Devine made a motion to amend the order to clarify it was for 3 cruisers and not 6. Councilor 
Bartley seconded the motion.  

Councilor Bartley stated that while he understood the addons, this was essentially an SUV painted black 
with all sorts of fixtures. He questioned how $102,000 was possible, adding that it seemed incredibly 
excessive. He noted that no quote had been provided and he did not feel comfortable voting for this.  

Councilor Vacon asked what the price of the base vehicle was. 

Capt. Cruz stated that he was not involved in the negotiations and had only been brought into the loop the 
previous night.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked if this would be outlined in the police budget. 

Mayor Garcia stated that it would be shown in the capital outlay account.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked if it would be a separate page in the police budget.  

Mayor Garcia stated that it would be shown as part of the Police Department budget. 
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Councilor Greaney asked Mayor Garcia if he could explain the $102,000 per cruiser. He noted that he 
had not been involved in the procurement process other than getting the number once the departments 
do their work.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that it was from a state procurement list.  
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  10--Nays  2 
(Bartley, I. Rivera)--Absent  1 (Magrath-Smith). 

DEVINE - Ordered, That there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025 from 
fiscal year 2024 free cash a sum of FOUR HUNDRED TWENTY SEVEN THOUSAND THREE 
HUNDRED FORTY SEVEN AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($427,347) as follows: 
FROM: FY2024 Free Cash  
TO: Opioid Special Revenue 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 27, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the Mayor's letter described the reason for the transfer. 

Councilor Vacon expressed her understanding that as a special revenue account, the Mayor would be 
able appropriate these funds for different programs as he saw fit. She then asked how he planned to 
communicate with the Council and the public on this. 

Mayor Garcia stated that he planned to put together a committee to navigate use of these funds. He 
stated that he welcomed any opportunity to discuss this with the Council and hear any ideas.  
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  7--Nays  5 
(Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Vacon)--Absent  1 (Magrath-Smith). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 7 through 10 as a 
package.  

Councilor I. Rivera raised a point of order, noting that a motion had been made at the beginning of the 
meeting to package items together and some did not like that, and asked why this was now being done. 

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that a motion was made earlier, some did not want to do that, and 
now they were changing their mind to do it now as the will of the body. 

DEVINE - Ordered, That there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025 from 
fiscal year 2024 free cash a sum of FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($5,000) as follows: 
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FROM: FY2024 Free Cash 
TO: 7010-10400 OPEB Trust Fund 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 27, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  1 
(Greaney)--Absent  1 (Magrath-Smith). 

DEVINE - Ordered, That there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025 from 
fiscal year 2024 free cash a sum of TWENTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($20,000) as follows: 
FROM: FY2024 Free Cash  
TO: 8810-10400 Stabilization 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 27, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  1 
(Greaney)--Absent  1 (Magrath-Smith). 

DEVINE - Ordered, That there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025 from 
fiscal year 2024 free cash a sum of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS ($100,000) as 
follows: 
FROM: FY2024 Free Cash 
TO: 11212-53009 Mayor Contracted Services: Ongoing Projects and Trainings 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 27, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  1 
(Greaney)--Absent  1 (Magrath-Smith). 

DEVINE - Ordered, That there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025 from 
fiscal year 2024 free cash a sum of NINETY SIX THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED EIGHT AND 00/100 
DOLLARS ($96,708) as follows: 
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FROM: FY2024 Free Cash 
TO: 8812-10400 Sewer Stabilization 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 27, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Jourdain commended the Mayor for making contributions to the OPEB Trust Fund, adding that 
the stabilization was a no-brainer, the projects were good, and the sewer fund transfer showed that the 
city ran a surplus in that fund. He then stated that there were all non-controversial while the others were 
clear why some would have wanted to pull those out.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he would be voting no on these because he felt they should have been 
taken up individually. 

Councilor Bartley stated that while he understood Councilor Greaney's point, he believed these were all 
admirable and made a lot of sense. He questioned how item 6 passed with only 7 votes but would choose 
not to make a big deal about it.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she was pleased to see retained earnings in the sewer fund, noting that 
some on the Council lobbied hard to keep the current rate.  

Councilor I. Rivera also stated that he appreciated seeing free cash in the sewer.  
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  1 
(Greaney)--Absent  1 (Magrath-Smith). 

 

Adjourned at 6:45 PM 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

October 18, 2022 

The meeting was called to order by President McGee at 6:00 PM 

President McGee called the roll.   Absent members: 0 Present Members in person 13 (Anderson-Burgos, 
Bartley, Givner, McGee, McGiverin, Murphy-Romboletti, Puello, I. Rivera, J. Rivera, Tallman, Vacon). 
Present Members on Zoom 2 (Jourdain, Maldonado Velez) 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Councilor Tallman made a motion to go into executive session. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the 
motion.  

Councilor McGiverin asked to clarify the purpose.  

President McGee stated that the purpose was the intro to the final consent decree. He added that they 
would have a technical overview from City Engineer, Kris Baker. He also stated that discussion of funding 
had already been referred to the Finance Committee.  

Councilor McGiverin clarified that the motion was to go into executive session for the purpose of 
discussing the consent decree and that no votes would be taken.  

President McGee confirmed that no votes would be taken.  

Motion passed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

President McGee invited Garcia and Atty Atty Bissonnette into chambers.  

Garcia stated that the team working on this was made up of City Engineer, Kris Baker, Atty Bissonnette 
from the Law Department, and Mary Monahan, Chair of the Board of Public Works. He emphasized that 
this had been going on for long before almost everyone had been there. He also noted that Atty 
Bissonnette, as former mayor of Chicopee, had already dealt with this extensively, as well as having 
served as chair of a committee of mayors across the country in dealing with the Clean Water Act. He then 
explained that the team would explain the issue, provide recommendations on how to proceed, and 
discuss funding strategies.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that as a partial consent decree had been in place since 2019 and the city had 
complied with all of its conditions, they were now moving to the final consent decree on the CSO's 
(combined sewer overflow). He noted there was good and bad news with that. He then explained that the 
good news was that Holyoke had engaged with a variety of proactive activities in terms of keeping raw 
sewage out of the Connecticut River since 1980, notably the recent Jackson Street Sewer Separation 
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project that took a substantial amount out. He added that Holyoke was currently at 70% elimination. He 
further explained that the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) would like to see the city cut the 
remaining 30% in half. He added that as of July 1st, councilors may begin to receive calls as the city 
would then be required to report publicly any CSO's. He noted that there were 70 possible overflows over 
a year, which would likely start to come down. He further explained that the city was being asked to 
complete the negotiations by the end of the year. He then stated that Jakobson Street would have been 
part of the final consent decree but would no longer need to be because the work had been completed. 
He then explained that the outline to be described would show that the remaining two projects would be 
pushed out to 2037. He added that Mr. K. Baker would be describing the work to be done under the 
consent decree and would also be describing two new issues. He then stated that MS4, which would 
have to do with surface runoff, as well as stormwater management, was behind schedule for about five 
years. He added that the other issue was nitrogen. He noted that Chicopee had a similar set of problems 
and were over the mark for nitrogen. He added that they had brought down their numbers from $150 
million to $70 million and had recently gotten a grant to help cover some of their costs. He then explained 
that Holyoke was not there yet, and had control of some of the residue going into the river thanks to 
private concerns the city had to help balance it out. He then expressed concern that regulations could 
change, leading to Holyoke being over the mark and forcing it to take on remedial actions, including 
upgrades to the plant.  

K. Baker stated that the consent decree was a result of the Clean Water Act of 1972. He then stated that 
Holyoke, Springfield, and Chicopee all still had CSO's, which essentially meant sending untreated 
sewage into the Connecticut River. He then explained that the EPA had issued 5 administrative orders to 
Holyoke, the first being in 1995. He further explained that a lot of the orders required most of the projects 
that had been done be done, and so had been adhered to. He added that the last one was in 2005, 
resulting in the Berkshire Street facility, a large chlorination facility for treating CSO discharges before 
going into the river. He then stated that the EPA was interested in moving to a final consent decree, which 
would include MS4 - pipes that were just stormwater - in addition to CSO's. He then explained that the 
MS4 permit was from 2016 and became effective in 2018. He added that there were 6 minimum control 
measures to mitigate stormwater runoff into the river. He also stated while there was a partial consent 
decree in 2018, the EPA could not move to a final consent decree until there was a long term control plan 
- a 20 year outlook on how to solve the problem and get to an 85% reduction in flow of CSO coming from 
Holyoke. He then explained that the provided executive summary laid out the most effective way to get to 
85%. He then stated that the main projects of the plan were the completed Jackson Street project, the 
River Terrace project in the Highlands, as well as the Springdale Park project. He noted that the projects 
were selected through an optimization of all the potential projects to determine which of the outfalls to 
remove in the most cost effective way to get to 85%. He noted that Jones Ferry, Appleton Street, and 
Mosher Street were projects done since 2000. He added that Green Brook got removed from the River 
Terrace area, which was a river going to the treatment plant. He further explained that the consent decree 
replicated what was in the long term control plan. He then explained that the Jackson Street project was 
$8.6 million but would end up being less because of grants, but they would be paying it back at 2% 
interest for 20 years. He added that the River Terrace project was two phases at a cost estimate of $18.4 
million, which would be fully completed in 2029. He also stated that the Springdale Park project would be 
$10.5 million, scheduled to be completed in 2037. He noted that they put in a request to Senator Markey's 
office for a $2 million earmark to be put toward the River Terrace project. He also emphasized that they 
had not expected the MS4 issues to be put into the consent decree. He also stated that many of the 
obligations under that permit had not yet been completed due to staffing issues, requiring them to play 
catchup. He further stated that they would be looking at cross connections, zoning, regulations, and other 
similar focuses. He then explained that their proposed plan was an integrated plan, which came about 
due to the EPA adding the MS4 component to the CSO's. He then explained that it was a comprehensive 
capital plan looking at all stormwater and sewer infrastructure. He added that they would have an 
engineering firm optimizing expenses for capital improvements, looking at replacing pump stations at the 
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end of their life, looking at climate change, as well as running affordability analyses. He added that they 
would be looking at household incomes to determine what percentage of household income could people 
afford to pay in their sewer rates. He emphasized that doing all of this would allow them to present it to 
the EPA and potentially change the dates of the consent decree if they could show there would be a high 
burden to the ratepayers. He then deferred to Atty Bissonnette to discuss funding.  

Councilor McGiverin asked what the purpose of the executive session would be for discussing funding.  

M. Monahan sought to clarify how the consent decree coming on January 31st would be driving factors, 
including funding. She then stated that they did not need to talk about funding now. 

President McGee stated that could be discussed in the Finance Committee.  

Councilor McGiverin asked for what has been spent of what was being paid. He then asked for more 
explanation of MS4.  

K. Baker stated that it stood for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System. He then explained that the 
permit regulated stormwater only, where outfall going into the river was only stormwater and not 
combined with sewer.  

Councilor McGiverin recalled being warned it was coming but still felt a little shocked. He then 
emphasized that a significant amount of water came from I-91 into the stormwater system. He then 
expressed frustration that the federal government was giving the city an unfunded mandate to take care 
of their water coming off 91. He then suggested that would be called litigation.  

K. Baker noted that the city also had 137 miles of city roadway that were impervious as well. He agreed 
that this was an unfunded mandate. 

M. Monahan clarified that the federal DOT and MassDOT had their own stormwater management plan 
that the city would be coordinating with to ensure the city was not obligated to address runoff from state 
and federal highways.  

Councilor Jourdain asked for clarification of his understanding that water from 91 was entering into the 
city's system.  

M. Monahan stated that they did not yet know that because the city had not identified the catchment or 
started mapping where the stormwater was coming from. She noted that this was a requirement of the 
permit so they would then be able to identify the sources. 

Councilor Jourdain emphasized the need to look into that, noting that it was examined between 2003-
2005 and he understood there was runoff from 91 going into the city's system. He added that there was 
around 1 million gallons of brook water coming from Community Field and directly into the system. He 
then suggested that these factors bring into question whether there would be the same number of events 
happening per year going into the river. He then stated that everyone was likely in agreement with fixing 
the problem but there was a question of who should pay. He then stated that state and federal assistance 
was needed to meet these obligations. He then asked that city leaders work with the state delegation to 
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address this concern, emphasizing that it would be an unbearable expense to put these costs on the city's 
ratepayers alone.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked what the city could manage and what was the city's responsibility aside from the 
I-91 concerns. He further asked what the main things were that the city should be focusing on.  

K. Baker stated that the city's responsibility was outlined in the consent decree, which included everything 
that had been lacking on the city's end. He added that the sewer separation projects were a part of 
addressing that.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that in the original long term control plan, River Terrace was going to be the last 
project done. He then explained that in negotiations with the EPA, they believed that it would be better to 
switch it with the Springdale Park project. He added that River Terrace had around 3 times as much 
elimination as Jackson Street and would cost 3 times as much. He then stated that in the most recent 
transportation funding bill, the integrated plan called for 25% environmental justice grants, which could 
mean the city would be able to get around $68 million toward paying that off. He then noted that the 
project was around 75% design complete. He then stated that there was a possibility of a major road 
project going through the Springdale area along Main Street, which led to many open questions about 
impact. He suggested that funding for the road project could mean getting a bigger bang for the buck in 
Springdale. He added that there was a possibility of newer technology over the next ten years leading to 
alternative ways to keep the runoff from going into the river until the levels go down.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she had not yet had a chance to study the documents but did note that there 
was a retroactive application of penalties and no amounts indicated in the contract. She then asked if the 
city was currently paying penalties and what they were. She also asked what could be anticipated.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that in looking at the partial consent decree, it stated that if the city finished all of 
its projects, it would not have to pay retroactive penalties. He then stated that while he believed they 
could make that case to the EPA, the MS4 matters could be a problem. He explained that even though 
that was not in the initial consent decree, the city had agreed to do certain things in exchange for getting 
the permit to allow some things to flow into the river without going through the plant. He then suggested 
that if there were a penalty, that may be where there is impact. He noted that Quincy went through a 
similar situation and had a net penalty of $115,000. He suggested that calculations could lead to Holyoke 
getting a $25 million bill but expected the EPA would prefer that the city build the River Terrace project 
than pay that bill.  

Councilor Givner asked for clarification of his opening statement that the city would not have to pay if a 
certain thing happened. She explained that she was not sure what the city could do to avoid fees and 
penalties.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that he believed the city was okay on feasibility. He noted that they had several 
Zoom meetings with several agency people and found the dialogue to be professional and friendly, with 
everyone sharing the goal of making the Connecticut River as clean as possible within the people of 
Holyoke's ability to pay. He then noted that there would not be any rate setting within the consent decree, 
but there would be timetables that would come with a cost. He added that the cost of the remaining two 
projects were estimated to be around $25 million. He suggested that grants could provide up to around 
$20 million, but there was an open question over other costs such as fixing the plant or what would 
happen if they had to deal with the nitrogen issue.  
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Councilor Vacon offered a summary of what she believed she heard. She then stated that it appeared 
there would be an integrated plan for around $500,000, which would allow the city to have data that would 
make it possible to go back to the final consent decree for further modifications if they were needed.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that was accurate. He then explained that it was not just for negotiations with the 
EPA but also to address a lack of planning. He added that with the contract with Veolia coming up in 
2026, there was also a need to get everyone's mindset focused on that.  

Councilor Vacon expressed her understanding that the Council had already authorized the mayor to have 
the contract audited in terms of the potential of reevaluating and renewing it.  

M. Monahan stated that they had a contract to do the technical review of the operations at the wastewater 
treatment plant. She then explained that the review would confirm or find issues with respect to the 
operations requirements in the contract.  She added that they were also about to enter into an agreement 
with a CPA to audit the financials to ensure that the contract's financial requirements for maintenance and 
the service agreement were followed. She further explained that many things were being merged together 
into this integrated plan, including the CSO's and the MS4, the potential nitrogen limits and the potential 
updates that would require, the coming contract renewal, and costs, to address sludge removal among 
them.  

Councilor Vacon stated that when these costs get discussed in the Finance Committee, they should be 
clear on what had already been funded, what related to the contract, and what related to the bigger 
picture. She added that it would be helpful to be able to compare what was specific to the consent 
decree, what was part of the larger integrated plan, and what affects those and what doesn't.  

Councilor McGiverin made a motion to go out of executive session. Councilor Vacon seconded the 
motion. Motion passed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Councilor McGiverin made an announcement that no votes were taken in executive session.  

Adjourned at 6:48 PM 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

December 6, 2022 

The meeting was called to order by President McGee at 6:11 PM 

President McGee called the roll.  Absent members: 2 (Jourdain, J. Rivera) Present Members in person 10 
(Anderson-Burgos, Bartley, Givner, Maldonado Velez, McGee, McGiverin, Murphy-Romboletti, I. Rivera, 
Tallman, Vacon). Members present on Zoom: 1 (Puello) 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

President McGee made a motion to go into executive session to get an update. Councilor Murphy-
Romboletti seconded the motion. Motion passed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--
Nays  0--Absent  2 (Jourdain, J. Rivera). 

President McGee noted that Assistant City Solicitor Michael Bissonnette was online. He then stated that 
the purpose of the executive session was to get update from Mayor Garcia and the Law Department. 

Mayor Garcia stated that they were going to update the Council on consent decree negotiations with the 
stormwater separations. He noted that Board of Public Works chair, Mary Monahan and Atty Bissonnette 
would participate in the update.  

M. Monahan stated that at the last meeting between the city, representatives from the Department of 
Justice, EPA (Environmental Protection Agency), MassDEP (Department of Environmental Protection), 
and the Attorney General's office, they reached an agreement on what the consent decree would look 
like. She then explained that this meeting gave her a clearer understanding of the violations that were 
discussed with the Council at a previous executive session. She then stated that the city had a temporary 
consent decree in 2019, which had not been acted on yet, but had been based on the city's failure to 
submit a long term control plan. She added that it had since been done. She then explained that the other 
component of the existing consent decree was the city's failure to execute the Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) permit, a prescriptive process for what municipalities had to do with addressing 
issues within their storm and sewer system. She then explained that the consent decree addressed both 
the MS4 and CSO component - both wastewater and stormwater. She then asked Atty Bissonnette if she 
could announce the proposed penalty.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that this would be a great time for that. He noted that it was not $45 million.  

M. Monahan stated that it could have been a significant penalty. She then explained that the support the 
city was providing to get back into compliance throughout various departments all contributed to a penalty 
of only $50,000. She added that the reason for the penalty was divided between the two issues: the 
previous failure to execute a long term control plan and the existing failure to execute an MS4 plan. She 
stated that they had put in place actions to meet the schedule that was in plan and to maintain 
compliance with the CSO and to get into compliance with the MS4. She then stated that they would be 
confirming with regulators the next week that the city would be accepting the penalty and the conditions of 
the consent decree. She added that after the first of the year, there would be filings and a press release 
with the city getting 24 hour notice from EPA about what was happening with the city, allowing the 
mayor's office to get ahead of it and explain the good part of it. She then explained that to main 
compliance, they would be seeking funding for staffing to ensure that the work continued according to the 
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schedule. She added that there were also capital projects naturally occurring. She added that with a new 
DPW Director stepping in, he would need professional staff to be the eyes and ears to stay in compliance 
and get ahead of projects in order to avoid just responding to crises and emergencies.  

Atty Bissonnette emphasized the importance of understanding that while $45 million could have been the 
fine for the criminal penalties, there was no admission of any wrongdoing by the city. He added that there 
could have been civil penalties of $250 to $750 a day, which could have added another $500,000 to $1.5 
million. He then suggested that based on other communities, a penalty of $50,000 was a gift in 
recognition of the sad state the upgrade was in when Mayor Garcia came in and the negotiations that had 
to begin. He then commended the City Engineer and Chair M. Monahan for stepping up in the absence of 
a DPW Director.  

Councilor Bartley stated that the fine was tough to put into context with respect to other communities. He 
then asked who the other communities were and what their situations were.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that Quincy was the most recent, with a fine of $150,000 or $175,000. He then 
stated that his goal was to beat Swampscott, who were fined $65,000.  

M. Monahan stated that Quincy was the city she had been looking at with a potential pattern. She added 
that they were fined in August specifically for MS4 without a CSO.  

Councilor Bartley suggested that with this fine dating back to issues in 2019 and earlier, somebody was 
derelict. He then expressed an expectation that the City Council would have to take a vote on this. He 
then stated that someone in a leadership position could have prevented this at some point. He then asked 
if the point person working with the DPW Director could be someone from Veolia, noting that it appeared 
that a new position was being proposed.  

M. Monahan stated that in discussions with regard to Veolia's role in what was happening, their contract 
did include responsibility for them to implement a number of the MS4 requirements that were not done. 
She then explained that part of their discussions moving forward would be to work with the Law 
Department and reach out to Veolia to pay a portion of the penalty as it was their failure through a lack of 
supervision over what was required of them in their permit. She then suggested that the city would be 
better off taking the lead, noting that the permit was in the city's name, but the work should be shared.  

Councilor Bartley commended the team for their work on this. He then stated that he was more interested 
in sharing the cost with Veolia. He then asked at what point the city would know when its obligations were 
complete so that it no longer needed to go through the process with the involved agencies.  

M. Monahan stated that the long term control plan had a schedule to get the city to 85% removal. She 
added that the work would never stop and there would always be ongoing stewardship to ensure the city 
didn't fall back, but the big projects would be completed. She added that long term control plan was the 
bulk of the expenses the city would be paying over the next 20 years with respect to the CSO.  

Councilor Vacon also commended them for all of the hard work done to get the city to the current place. 
She then expressed concern in learning that Veolia had not been doing what was stipulated in their 
contract, especially when the city would be setting the tax rate soon and the tax dollars had already been 
encumbered in the budget. She then expressed hope that Veolia would make good on the costs related 
to this. She expressed concern with creating a new position to supervise the contract that was entered 
into to avoid spending money on the city side. She suggested letting the new DPW Director to get into the 
position and get settled before any restructuring of the department took place.  

Page 113 of 238



M. Monahan clarified that the new position was not in response to their failure but was desperately 
needed. She emphasized that the DPW had been undervalued for some time and did not have the level 
of staffing in order to function as the way the city should be. She added that the city's infrastructure had 
significant needs and the inability to have the staffing to actively pursue funding from several available 
grants was disconcerting.  

Councilor Vacon asked for clarification that the position was not before the Council in the last 
supplemental budget that they can act on this year. 

M. Monahan stated that was correct. She added that they were looking at it for FY24. She then explained 
that the new DPW Director would have a big say in how that position functioned in the department.  

Councilor Vacon made a motion to go out of executive session. Councilor Tallman seconded the motion. 
Motion passed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Jourdain, J. 
Rivera). 

McGivern announced that no votes were taken in executive session.  

Adjourned at 6:34 PM 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

June 4, 2024 

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:03 PM 

The Clerk called the roll.  Absent Members: 1 (Givner) Present Members 12 (Anderson-Burgos, Bartley, 
Devine, Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, J. Rivera, Sullivan, 
Vacon).  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The name of Councilor Sullivan was pulled to head the roll call voting. 

President Murphy-Romboletti welcomed Councilor Bartley to the podium to present a proclamation in 
honor of Barbara Bernard.  

Councilor Bartley stated that the proclamation was to celebrate Ms. Bernard being inducted in the 
Massachusetts Broadcasters Hall of Fame. He added that she had been involved in many things, 
including the Holyoke Merry-go-Round, Holyoke Medical Center, the Senior Center, and was a lifelong 
writer. He added that she was the kind of person a lot of people could rely on and had a tremendous 
amount of wisdom. He noted that the official ceremony would be later that month. He then offered 
congratulations to her on behalf of the City Council President, the City Council, the City Clerk, and the 
City of Holyoke.  

Councilor Devine stated that Ms. Bernard asked her to read something for her: 
"Dear Patti, I am honored and touched by the proclamation concerning my induction into the 
Massachusetts Broadcasters Hall of Fame. It dos stroke ones ego a little and adds to the joy of receiving 
this proclamation from the Holyoke City Council. I regret I am unable to be there in person but thank you 
to each and every one of you but I am watching you on television this evening. I do want to thank you 
sincerely for the wonderful work you do for our city. Sincerely, Barbara Bernard." 

Councilor Greaney offered thanks to Ms. Bernard for her years of service.  

PUBLIC COMMENT  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that nobody had signed up to speak during public comment. She 
noted that the time for each person to speak had increased from 90 seconds to 2 minutes. She 
commended Givner for providing a bell to ring when people were at time.  

LAID ON THE TABLE  

(5:50) 

Councilor Bartley noted that there were several items left over from the previous meeting and suggested 
removing them from the table as a blanket motion.  
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Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to remove items 1 through 34 as a 
package.  

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City Council conduct a 
comprehensive study of employee safety for the benefit of our Holyoke municipal employees and our 
taxpayers. The City Council should invite in the Personnel Director, our Workers’ Comp representatives, 
Mayor, law department, department heads, union leadership, and others as needed to gather all of the 
information we need to study the root causes of employee injuries, how they are handled, how are they 
mitigated, how are we handling risk management to avoid future losses. Our goal should be to keep 
employees safe, reduce lost hours, productivity and overall cost to the city. We need to collect all relevant 
data including a prior 3 year report tracking injury claims, workers’ comp claims, injured on duty claims, 
and related. Ideally, the City Council will produce a report within 6 months on its findings in conjunction 
with all key stakeholders. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that one reason for the recommendation to give this a leave to withdraw was due 
to it being a fairly old item. She added that it was unclear where else it went or who it went to. She noted 
that the order asked for the City Council to conduct a study and produce a report, but no information was 
available on if that was ever done. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he filed this in conjunction with Andeson-Burgos and Councilor I. Rivera. 
He then explained that the city decided to create a workplace safety committee to conduct a study either 
through bringing in a consultant or using in house services. He added that nobody called him to ask for 
background of this order. He suggested that the order remain in committee and allow the city to do its 
work. He added that it had transitioned away from being led by the City Council to being led by 
Personnel, and they should be allowed to do their work.  

Councilor Devine stated that this was on the committee agenda, could be taken up again, but was not 
sure how much further the committee could go with it. She suggested that Personnel could be invited to 
discuss it.  

President Murphy-Romboletti noted that sometimes things take time.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that was especially true on weighty items like this.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the city creates a Certificate of 
Occupancy program that works to inspect rental units in order to acquire the certificate. Certification is 
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based on passing State Safety and Sanitation Codes on a regular basis (not more than 3 year cycles, 
less for continuously problematic properties) for properties with 3 or more units. Send to Public Safety. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that the Building Department was sending out letters to owners of 2, 3, and 4 
family homes, urging compliance with safety laws after 30 years of neglect. She added that Councilor I. 
Rivera suggested creating a system of checks and balances to prevent future lapses. She also stated that 
Timothy Rivers from the Board of Health was supportive of the idea, suggesting exploring alternative 
solutions.  
-->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.  

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order That the board of health/ health 
Commission please be invited to attend to discuss if changes are possible to the changes to the Tobacco 
license issuance policy that supports common sense economic growth on a case by case basis and also 
protects public health. That they also please discuss syringe access and whether common sense 
changes can be made. Ex: 1 for 1 exchange 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that they recommended a leave to withdraw as the filer, former councilor Will 
Puello, was no longer available to discuss. She added that Councilor I. Rivera was planning to refile an 
order.  

Councilor Bartley suggested returning items 3, 5, 8, and 12 back to the Public Safety Committee. He 
noted that they were taken up under a section that suggested they would not be discussed but were 
discussed and given leave to withdraw. He then stated that he would like to discuss this order.  

Councilor I. Rivera clarified that there were a lot of orders that needed to be cleaned out and anyone 
could speak up if they wanted items to be kept. He added that he believed it made sense to have 
someone refile the order that was available to take the lead on it.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.  
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The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order The DPW and Mayor locate public 
spaces where trash and recycling receptacles can be placed and maintained. This should start off as a 
pilot program and it will require funding and management to ensure the debris/recycling bins are 
maintained but hopefully it will be a success and Holyoke can expand its scope.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Bartley stated that this and the next order were taken up once, and the City Engineer was not in 
attendance, and the order was never taken up again.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order City Engineer review options to improve 
road safety at Queen and Cherry St. Issue: trucks exiting Queen St. are seen driving over the median 
strip and making an illegal left-hand turn onto Cherry St. (Rt. 202-South) 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order The city engineer review the signaling at 
the Maple St / South St. / Parenteau Dr intersection. Multiple accidents and near-accidents have occurred 
there over the years as motorists from Maple St turn Left against oncoming traffic on South St (heading 
downtown). The intersection is proximate to the former Whole Donut and the Fitzpatrick Ice Rink. Refer to 
Public Safety with copy to City Engineer. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Bartley stated that this was a serious aera requiring serious thought. He then expressed a 
desire to discuss this with someone from DPW in committee.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the Cannabis Commission create a 
regulation that retail marijuana products be required to have a health safety warning. This is needed in 
light of studies showing significant medical emergencies among children and adolescents as well as 
adults, due to marijuana use.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that the reason for withdrawing was that the Cannabis Commission would be 
creating their own regulations.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that Order that the public safety 
committee invite in the water dept to discuss and address the water issues on Michelle lane. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that the order was being withdrawn to clear out the jacket and could be refiled 
if someone wanted to take it on.  

Councilor Bartley stated that Michelle Lane was a new cul-de-sac near the college, but he was not sure 
what the issue was. He deferred to the ward councilor for that area to address it if the issue persisted.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the Board of Health, Community 
Development, and Mayor do a survey of City Hall and the annex building in order to prioritize the top 
needs for improvements of the two buildings (I.e. elevators, mold removal, carpets, etc). 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that this was being withdrawn to clear it out and could be refiled if someone 
wanted more discussion.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that he could take the lead on this order rather than having it be refiled.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that he was aware that the Mayor had begun the process and it made sense to 
keep up on it to make sure the process continued to happen.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith recalled that a similar order came through to look at which municipal buildings 
could be supported by CPA (Community Preservation Act) funds. She then explained that they looked at 
a report specifically related to City Hall, adding that Sean Sheedy, formerly from the DPW, had begun an 
exhaustive list of the needs, including costs, sources of funding, but he then took a different position. She 
then emphasized the need to keep the lines of communication open once his position was filled.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the city council invite the Mayor, 
Community Development, Parks & Recreation Department as well as Public health to a Public Safety 
committee meeting to discuss developing so form of community coalition around addressing 
homelessness, substance abuse, and youth programming. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated they gave it leave to withdraw and deferred to Councilor I. Rivera to provide 
more explanation.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that the work on already happening with Holyoke HUB, adding that Ed Caisse 
was working with several agencies and service providers coming together on a weekly basis to discuss 
cases to move to the next level.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order That the City/DPW/Public Safety 
Committee review and determine how to close Wyckoff Ave from Northampton Street, similar to that on 
202. 
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have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that the order was filed by former councilor, Todd McGee in 2022, and it was 
not clear why they would want to close that street.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that a camera be placed on Homestead 
Avenue to be used to enforce “no truck traffic after 8PM.” 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera deferred to other councilors as she had lost her notes.  

Councilor I. Rivera recalled that when he was chair of the committee, they took it up and understood the 
Law Department was exploring if it was legal. He added that it was suggested the order be refiled if it was 
still a concern.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she would refile and reword it, noting the concern was relative to automatic 
enforcement through use of the camera. She noted that cameras had been used effectively throughout 
the city to discourage illegal activities.  

Councilor Greaney emphasized the problem still existed.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That the City of Holyoke, through its 
Honorable City Council and Honorable Mayor, hereby petitions the Massachusetts General Court to enact 
legislation “Establishing an Appointed Treasurer for the City of Holyoke” in the form set forth below; 
provided, however, that the General Court may reasonably vary the form and substance of the requested 
legislation within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition. “An Act Establishing an 
Appointed Treasurer for the City of Holyoke” – This act proposes to change the City Treasurer from an 
elected position to an appointed one; the appointment will be made by the City Council, for a term not to 
exceed five (5) years and qualifications for the position may be established by ordinance. If adopted, the 
Treasurer elected in the 2023 municipal election will fill the vacancy in the office for the remaining two (2) 
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years, and a Treasurer will be appointed to the position following the expiration of that term in January 
2026 or sooner if the office is vacated. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted, amending "five (5) years" to 
"three (3) years," amending "may be established" to "shall be established," and removing the clause, 
"elected in the 2023 municipal election will fill the vacancy in the office for the remaining two (2) years, 
and a Treasurer". 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith asked to ensure that councilors received the legal language. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated they had. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that the committee debated if this position should be appointed by the 
Mayor or the City Council, and decided on the City Council believing that would secure the votes to move 
forward. She suggested there was a desire to change it from elected to appointed, and this is what would 
make it possible. She added that some did not particulate love the idea, preferring a system where the 
Mayor had this appointment because other financial appointments were already made by Council. She 
emphasized that the goal was to come up with a way to have an appointed position.  

Councilor Bartley asked if the legal language was on the agenda. 

Councilor Vacon stated that it came as a communication. 

City Clerk Murphy McGee stated that it was attached to the order.  

Councilor Bartley made a motion to approve the legal language. Councilor Vacon seconded the motion. 
He then stated that after going through it, he believed Atty Bissonnette did a great job covering everything 
the Council wanted to do. He then expressed his understanding that the voters would get a summary 
ahead of the election and they would then decide.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that some information had come in around ballot and timing, which would 
effectively make it hard to put on the ballot unless the city found the funding for it to put it on the ballot in 
November. She then explained that the ballot in November would already be two pages due to Spanish 
translation and the CPA ballot question. 

City Clerk Murphy McGee stated that it was not just about the CPA ballot question but the other questions 
that had been petitioned across the entire commonwealth, in addition to the presidential election. She 
anticipated this question would create the need for a third ballot. She then explained that she reached out 
to the Secretary of State's office that day with questions, including an inquiry about postage, noting her 
confidence that the two ballots that included the federal elections would have to be in a separate 
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envelope from this special election question, doubling the cost of postage. She further explained that her 
office only got reimbursed for the federal election and they were anticipating sending out 5,000 ballots. 
She stated that she had not yet heard back from their office.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that if it were not funded, it would have to wait until the next municipal 
election to be funded.  

Councilor Greaney asked what the cost would be. He suggested it shouldn't be too expensive.  

City Clerk Murphy McGee stated that while she was unsure of the postage, each ballot itself was between 
$1 and $1.50 because of all of the envelopes that had to go with them, which would then be multiplied by 
5,000. She added that there was also the cost of poll workers who had to process the ballots.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he was alright with the language as long as it went before the people.  

Councilor Jourdain, noting the CPA question was already on the ballot, asked if the city already had to do 
an extra ballot.  

City Clerk Murphy McGee stated that the only municipal questions that could go on state ballot were CPA 
questions or tax overrides. She added that any other local questions had to be deemed special elections 
and run alongside the state elections.  

Councilor Jourdain suggested that in fairness to the Treasurer, he would rather see it done this year 
rather than waiting until the following year because that would put the city in limbo considering the plan 
was to make the transition in January 2026, but the result would not be known until November of 2025. 
He added that it also created a precarious position if it were voted down. He also stated that City 
Treasurer, Rory Casey, or anyone else that may be interested, would have to run a campaign and be on 
the same ballot as the question. He stated that while it was unfortunate to have to pay $5,000-$7,500, the 
alternative was having an election for the Treasurer. He then commended the Law Department for their 
work on the language.  

Councilor Vacon noted that the Mayor was giving his budget presentation, he made clear he was in favor 
of this and urged passage.  

Councilor Greaney called the question. Councilor Vacon seconded the question.  

City Clerk Murphy McGee noted that if this question passed, a special election would have to be called.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Givner).  

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the Joint City Council and 
School Committee have a standing order to report to the City Council on meeting topics originating from 
the School Committee. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that this was an easy move forward to have this standing order.  

Councilor Jourdain commended Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos for coming up with this idea. He added the 
School Committee appreciated that when they file topics to be discussed in the Joint Committee, there 
was now a vehicle for those to be heard at City Council.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order amend Rule 6E by adding the 
following: that no member of the City Council shall make references to or about another member but in 
respectful terms whether inside or outside the City Council Chambers including on social media. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to the full Council without 
recommendation. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that the vote for no recommendation was 2-1 in committee. She then 
stated that while everyone believed it was best practice to be respectful inside and outside Council 
chambers, there were concerns about censorship as well as no way to control what people do outside 
Council chambers.  

Councilor Greaney asked if there was an intent clause in this, where if someone intended to do 
something or if there was an inadvertent comment, sometimes there could be language problems. He 
noted that sometimes things get said off the cuff that get out to people without intent, while things that are 
intentional were a whole different matter. He suggested that could be problematic. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that was why it was brought to full Council without recommendation to 
put it in the rules because there were enough sticky points that they did not feel could be resolved or be 
workable as a practical rule.  

Councilor Vacon made a motion to amend the order, adding "intentional" after "make" in the sentence that 
said  no member of the City Council shall make references to or about another member but in respectful 
terms.," and then adopt the rule change. She added that all of the rules were only as effective as each 
councilor's willingness to hold themselves accountable to them. She added that all councilors operated 
under the rules that were agreed to and under Roberts Rules. She added that everyone did have freedom 
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of speech but that should not be an excuse for failing to hold to certain standards of conduct. Councilor 
Jourdain seconded the motion. 

Councilor Devine asked for clarification of the vote in committee.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that she and President Murphy-Romboletti voted to not recommended 
and Councilor Vacon voted in support of it.  

Councilor Vacon raised a point of order. She noted that the chair's report stated that the committee 
reported it out without recommendation.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith expressed her understanding that without recommendation meant that it was 
recommending against passage and was not meant to be neutral.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that was not what it means.  

President Murphy-Romboletti suggested hearing from the Law Department. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith expressed a willingness to send it back to committee to talk about it again.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked Atty Bissonnette to clarify what "without recommendation" meant.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that the committee did not offer a recommendation to the full Council, and then 
there was a question from one councilor as to who voted which way. He then advised that the point of 
order should not be well taken. He then noted that the current matter was the amendment offered by 
Councilor Vacon to adopt as amended.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that he had many jobs in the past telling him that writing certain things 
on social media could lead to him being fired. He then stated that following that, he told himself he would 
never have a job that would hold those things against him. He then emphasized the importance of 
freedom of speech. He added that as elected officials, they were all targets. He then stated that he could 
follow the rules while in chambers but nobody was going to tell him what he could or could not say on 
social media. He questioned if this was a dictatorship. He then noted that he was told he would need to 
grow a thick skin while serving. He added that people should not be silenced because sometimes things 
needed to be heard.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed support for the rule change on the spirit of discussion of decorum. He 
emphasized that they were councilors 24/7. He then noted that while the public could say anything they 
want, the question was about councilors not keeping criticisms to the issues and not being nasty and 
name-calling colleagues on social media. He suggested that this would be setting a leadership tone to the 
public. He added that the basics of decorum can't mean blasting each other on social media and then 
expecting it to be a good work environment at meetings. He reiterated that he encouraged debate on the 
issues as fair game, but people were crossing the line on things that were not about issues but were 
making character statements. He added that this order was meant to be aspirational. He also emphasized 
that he never speaks about other councilors on social media and encouraged others to follow the same 
idea.  

Page 125 of 238



12 
 

Councilor Greaney stated that he believed social media was really antisocial media, adding that he saw it 
mostly as a bunch of garbage. He then stated that he did not see the harm in this order, noting that there 
were no consequences or repercussions.  

Councilor Devine stated that she would be voting against this, noting that it was not just talking about 
social media but referred to inside or outside Council chambers. She then stated that it was about free 
speech, and questioned who would enforce it or what the punishment would be.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that he doesn't talk about other councilors on social media, but this 
issue was not just about him. He then expressed frustration with hypocrisy, noting that when he first 
decided to run, another councilor called him "Juany come lately," adding that he had a screen shot of it. 
He added that his integrity and character were challenged, and cheap shots were taken at him. He then 
stated that he was okay with rules being enforced while in Council chambers because he honored and 
respected the space, but when everyone leaves the room, it should be a different story where people 
shouldn’t have to worry about what they might say getting them into trouble.  

Councilor Vacon stated that nothing in the rule controlled content of speech but was about decorum. She 
then emphasized that she did not post personal posts on Facebook about any city councilors. She added 
that she had been the victim of anonymous hit pieces. She then stated that the point was not that there 
needed to be enforcement or punishment but that the way people conducted themselves in chambers 
should be the same when not in chambers.  

Councilor I. Rivera recalled that in the past, there used to be news articles where people wrote about 
each other all the time. He questioned why it was now different with social media and now not okay when 
it was okay then.  

Motion was made, seconded, and thirded for a roll call vote.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation denied on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-
-Yeas  6 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Sullivan, Vacon)--Nays  6  (Anderson-Burgos, Devine, 
Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, I. Rivera, J. Rivera)--Absent  1 (Givner). 

Councilor Bartley made a motion to reconsider the previous action and lay on the table. Councilor Vacon 
seconded the motion. Motion failed on a show of hands vote.  

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order add a new Rule 6G that no member 
shall make any external statements, social media posts, or texts regarding City Council business during 
any meeting of the City Council or its committees in the spirit of the open meeting law. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that the committee confirmed with the Law Department if this was in line 
with Open Meeting Law. She added that with people being used to having their devices, this was about 
making sure people were not making external statements, social media posts, or texts about Council 
business during any meeting of the City Council or its committees. She noted it was a 3-0 
recommendation. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that this was a no brainer, noting that it was happening but should stop.  

Motion was made, seconded, and thirded for a roll call vote.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Givner).  

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That City Council rule 9 
(Committees) Section (P) be amended to change 45 days to 60 days. New language: All orders sent to 
any subcommittee be acted upon (taken up, not disposed of) within 60 days shall be deemed tabled. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith deferred to Councilor Devine as a the maker of the order to explain why it be 
given leave to withdraw.  

Councilor Devine stated that she was fine if 45 days was working.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that City Council Rule 9P be 
modified to add: Only those items that are reasonably expected to be taken up at the meeting (per open 
meeting law) will be published on the meeting agenda. Items “deemed tabled” by virtue of their existence 
in the committee jacket for 45 days will not be published on the active agenda. Listing every item in the 
entire committee jacket on every agenda will create confusing agendas for Councilors and the general 
public when the vast majority of items will never be considered at that meeting and create the false 
impression that they will be. This will create an absurd result that appears to be a violation of the Open 
Meeting Law. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
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Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith deferred to Councilor Jourdain as one of the makers of the order to explain why 
it was complied with.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she believed this was complied with because the administrative assistant had 
been placing those tabled items on a separate portion of the agenda indicating that they would likely or 
may not be discussed, but they had been listed. She added that the administrative assistant had indicated 
that the items from this year had not been listed because it was a lengthy technical project to accomplish. 
She then requested that the administrative assistant send a communication when all of the tabled items 
had been brought up to date.  

Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos clarified that all of them items that had been previously taken up and tabled 
had been put into that section on the agendas. He then explained that the items that had not been added 
were the items that had been deemed tabled by virtue of having been in the committee jackets for more 
than 45 days, because that was a lengthy process requiring putting the text of all of those orders into a 
word document. He noted some of the committee jackets had multiple dozens of orders. He reiterated 
that anything that had been taken up and tabled had been placed on committee agendas.  

Councilor Vacon stated that in order to have this order complied with, it would require putting all of them 
on that list whether they were taken up or not. She expressed her understanding that it would be by the 
end f the summer recess.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed his support for the recommendation. He then asked Councilor Vacon if she 
was good with the motion.  

Councilor Vacon stated that if the administrative assistant was stipulating to send a communication, she 
was good.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that City Council rule 10.D be 
revisited in discussion. D. Every month the City Council invite in a Holyoke School Student to lead in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to the Joint City Council and 
School Committee. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that there were a lot of miscellaneous rules that had become defunct that 
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she was slowly working to bring up to discuss if they should be removed or revised to make active again. 
She then explained that this rule had been in use in an earlier term but the tradition had changed around 
how the Pledge of Allegiance was done. She then stated that the committee decided to refer it to the Joint 
Committee so they could consider how to proceed. She then stated that they considered having the 
administrative assistant reach out to school principals to ask if any students would want to come, but that 
would be giving that person a large task. She added that there were additional concerns over who would 
make sure they were coming, if they had transportation, and if they understood their role.  

Councilor Greaney called the question.  

Councilor Jourdain asked the administrative assistant to add this item to the Joint Committee's June 13th 
agenda.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

Vacon- ORDER: trim the low branches on two city trees across from #88 Meadowbrook Rd. The low 
branches are hitting vehicles and causing drivers to move into the wrong lane. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW.  

Bartley- That certain city departments review two matters proximate to 61 Lawler St: (a) City Forester and 
Holyoke Water Works inspect the tree to see if it needs to be trimmed or removed; (b) the DPW take 
corrective action to fix the raised sidewalk. Receive, Adopt and Refer. Send to Public Safety for a follow-
up. 

Councilor Bartley made a motion to amend the order, adding "and Holyoke Water Works" after "City 
Forester."  

Councilor Greaney noted Forester was spelled wrong.  

Councilor Bartley added to the amendment to fix the spelling.  
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Public Safety Committee.  

Bartley- City Forester and Conservation Commissioner please review the tree belts in Elmwood to 
suggest places for new plantings. Several constituents are requesting them throughout the Ward. Refer to 
these departments and DCR (Sarah) for a follow- up at a future Public Safety meeting. Our goal is to 
have many new trees planted in the Fall of this year. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to City Forester, Conservation, DCR, Public Safety Committee.  

Bartley, Ocasio- The City determine a more efficient manner to remove Handicap/Disability signs. 
Perhaps a database should be maintained by the Clerk. City addresses with Handicap/Disability signs in 
front of a parcel’s address should maintained and made public. Further, for example, on an annual basis, 
each addressee with such a sign should be notified and must affirm whether or not the sign should 
remain. Refer to Ordinance for a follow-up. 

Councilor Devine suggested sending a copy to the Disabilities Commission.  

Councilor Vacon stated that they weren't involved in removing signs.  
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Motion was made and seconded to copy to the Disabilities Commission.  

Councilor Bartley stated that a good discussion on this subject took place in the Ordinance Committee. 
He added that he ran this idea by the City Clerk as he did not want to burden her office more than it 
already was, but someone needed to handle this. He added that it made sense to go through a whole 
process to add them, but removing them should be more efficient.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. Copy to Disabilities Commission.  

Bartley, Sullivan - The conservation commissioner be invited to attend a future DGR meeting to provide 
an update on the construction in and around Scott’s Tower. Please be prepared to address the issue of 
water run-off to the pond owned by the abutter at 5 and 15 Lindor Heights. Refer to DGR and 
Conservation Commission. 

Councilor Bartley made a motion to amend the order to add 15 Lindor Heights. Councilor Vacon 
seconded the motion. He noted the order was already on the agenda for the committee later that week.  

Councilor Sullivan asked to be added to the order.  
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. Copy to 
Conservation Commission.  

Givner, I. Rivera - Order that upon constituent request, that a stop sign be placed at the corner of where 
Larkin and Willow St. meet. 

Councilor I. Rivera asked to be added to the order.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Rivera I.-Order that representatives of the Water Department come in to DGR and elaborate on 
processing fee attached to payment when using a credit/debit card when processing payment. 
Constituents have raised concerns on how much the are being charged on top of their water bill. 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.  

Rivera I- Order that representatives of the Holyoke Public Schools and STCC (specifically Dean tech) 
come into DGR and elaborate on the “After Dark” programming that will be soon launching at the Dean 
Tech school site. 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

Rivera I.- Order that Parks and Rec, along with the school department come into Public Safety to discuss 
the management and maintenance of parks that are on school property. There has been much confusion 
as to who is responsible for what and it is important for the city get a formal understanding so that we are 
able to better fund things are needed. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.  

Rivera I.- Order that Health Commissioners representing the board of health come into DGR and discuss 
the Tobacco license issuance policy and how it may or may not align with the city’s economic 
development plans around supporting small business growth and tourism. 
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Councilor Bartley suggested sending this to Public Safety instead of DGR, noting that a similar order had 
already been referred there.  
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.  

Rivera I.- Order that DPW and Sewer put together a study and present on the potential benefits of 
adopting a sewer maintenance program similar to the one run at the Water Department. 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

Rivera I, Ocasio.- Order that Members of the parks & Rec Commission be invited in to Public safety to 
discuss plans around Springdale park as well as what the plans or if any support is needed in potential 
park improvement throughout the city. 

Councilor Ocasio asked to be added to the order.  
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.  

Jourdain- Ordered, that DPW and Veolia provide the City Council with a status report on city street 
sweeping It feels like we are behind schedule and this should have already been largely complete. Please 
advise as to what percentage of the city is fully complete and what is the schedule to complete the 
remainder. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that she reached out to Veolia on this. She then stated that they had 
staffing and equipment constraints and had hired a third party Mohawk Sweeping Services that had 
begun sweeping as of May 28th. She added that they had been contracted to sweep in the non-posted 
neighborhoods, including the Bemis area. She expressed interest in explanation of the issues.  

Councilor Jourdain made a motion to amend Suez to Veolia. He added that he was glad to hear they 
were starting in the Bemis area as that was where he was getting calls from. He suggested that they 
should be communicating with the Mayor if they were having these types of issues.  
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW, Veolia. 

Jourdain- Ordered, that the Building department come to the Public Safety committee to discuss the new 
inspection initiative for 3+ family homes and the implications for owners. A general notice to owners 
should be published on Building dept and City Council website inviting them to attend the meeting if they 
wish to give feedback. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he was getting calls on this issue and believed citizens should have a 
forum to talk about this issue. He emphasized that the City Council had not made this rule but was a state 
building code requiring inspections every five years.  

President Murphy-Romboletti noted that a public meeting had been held the previous week that had been 
recorded by Holyoke Media.  

Councilor Devine stated that she had been receiving calls about this as well. She noted that this had not 
been done in over 30 years because the Building Department did not have the staff. She then suggested 
that citizens could talk to the Building Department as well as look to Holyoke Media's website to watch the 
presentation by Jason from the Building Department.  
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Councilor Ocasio stated that a lot of the residents at the presentation were more concerned with how to 
pay for the inspections as some of them don't have enough money. She questioned if the city had grants 
available because some of them were panicking.  

Councilor Greaney stated that in addition to cost, some who were complying with this also had a problem 
with finding licensed personnel, such as electricians, to do the work. He suggested there needed to be a 
timeline that allowed people to find someone to do the work. He expressed concern that there was no 
information on what people could do if they could not find anyone to do the work.  

Councilor Devine suggested informing people to go to the Building Department website to find 
recommendations for laborers such as architects and electricians. She agreed that it would be good if 
there were grants to help people. She added that if people informed the Building Department that they 
were working on finding someone to perform the work, they will give those property owners time.   

Councilor Greaney suggested people also call Holyoke Gas & Electric to see if they can recommend 
someone.  
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.  

Rivera I.- Order that the city put out an RFP to do a study on our finances, specifically focusing on tax 
revenue brought in and how it is spent throughout the community. This analysis is important in order for 
the city to have a better understanding of how much tax money is allocated in different parts of 
communities vs the subsidization of state and federal funding.  

I. Rivera stated that this could be a communication to the Mayor. He then explained that this was about 
having a better understanding of where tax dollars were being spent in the community. He expressed his 
belief that those in the lower wards were not getting their fair share.  
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to the Mayor.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

(1:31:10) 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 35 and 37 as a 
package.  

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Jonathan Moquin of 195 Brown Ave., to serve as a 
Commissioner of the Parks and Rec. Mr. Moquin will serve a three year term expiring June 30, 2027. 
--->  Received and appointment confirmed.  

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Paul Burns-Johnson of 15 Steven Dr. to serve on the 
Board of Appeals. Mr. Burns-Johnson will serve a three-year term expiring July 1, 2027. 
--->  Received and appointment confirmed.  

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Mr. James P. O'Connell of 25 Brookline Ave. to serve on the 
Recycling Advisory Committee. Mr. O'Connell will replace Ms. Markeysha Dawn Davis and will serve the 
remainder of her term expiring August 1, 2026. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Service Committee.  
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From City Clerk Brenna Murphy McGee and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, minutes from the 
May 7, 2024 meeting. 
--->  Received and Adopted.  

From Attorney Jane Mantolesky, letter regarding small wireless facilities ordinance 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.  

From Board of Public Works, communication regarding Councilor's comments 

Councilor Bartley stated that the letter was written by Board of Public Works Chair, Mary Monahan, 
attacking him for a vote he took. He then expressed amazement that the letter was not only written but 
that it was put on a public agenda. He then referred to a statement in the letter characterizing comments 
he made as incendiary. He then emphasized that she had not pointed out even one inaccurate statement 
on his part. He suggested that her letter was hyperbole. He added that the vote was 12-1, she got 12 
votes, and he had exercised his right to take a vote and provide an explanation. He then explained that 
the issue was that the elevator had been broken for 9 years, there was feces all over the building, the 
stairwells stunk, and the building was falling apart. He then emphasized that as someone who had been 
on the Council for 13 years, he could take the criticism, but had concerns about any newer councilors 
taking a vote and being blasted by a commission chair. He also emphasized that he had voted for every 
DPW budget over his career without making cuts. He then asked rhetorically if they had sent a letter 
when an order was filed suggesting an ordinance to allow people to sleep in their cars in the parking 
deck. He suggested that this letter was an act of initiation. He noted that he tried to call her over the 
weekend, and she did not pick up.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he had been the only minority vote on many issues, noting that he had 
always been the only one dissenting vote on marijuana items. He then stated that he supported Councilor 
Bartley's right to vote how he wanted to.  

Councilor Vacon echoed earlier remarks on freedom of speech, as well as doubling down on the order 
relative to decorum. She then suggested that how councilors conducting themselves in chambers and in 
the public reflected throughout all departments and all boards throughout the city.  

Councilor Jourdain suggested that this was the playbook, where if you dissent and don't vote the way the 
party line wants you to vote, they're going to come after you. He noted he had been on the receiving end 
of attacks for his vote opposing the sewer increases from the Mayor and Ms. Monahan on the day of the 
election. He then emphasized that when he votes to keep sewer rates down and asks for fiscal 
accountability, he then has to take character assassinations. He then emphasized that he on the Council 
to look out for the voters, not there to make friends.  

Councilor I. Rivera extended an apology to Councilor Bartley for this letter. He noted that while it wasn't 
him who sent the letter, this issue had become about other things.  
--->  Received.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 41 through 45 as a 
package.  

From City Council appointee Daniel O'Sullivan, Quarterly Update on Holyoke Media Board 
--->  Received.  
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From Olivia Mausel, National Register nomination, Central Churchill Historic District 
--->  Received. 

From Board of Fire Commissioners, minutes from the April 29, 2024 meeting 
--->  Received. 

From Local Historic District Commission, minutes from March 21, 2024 and April 18, 2024 meetings 
--->  Received. 

Grant Report- EMPG-FY23-Fund-FIR1415-Closing-of-Grant.pdf 
--->  Received. 

PETITIONS  

(1:47:00) 

Petition of Blue Fox Brands, Inc. for a special permit for a Marijuana Manufacturing Establishment at 1 
Cabot St. 

Councilor Vacon asked how this was already on the Ordinance agenda, noting it was just being received.  

Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos stated that the petitioner reached out to him in early May with the hope that 
they could get the hearing opened before the Council's summer recess. He then explained that the 
petitioner assured him they would get the petition to the Ctty Clerk in time to have it on this agenda so 
that it could be referred, and that allowed the notice to be done in time to have it on the following day's 
Ordinance agenda.  

Councilor Vacon expressed a hope that going out of order like this wouldn't cause technical problems with 
the permit since the permit was advertised before the application came in. She suggested having the Law 
Department advise the Council if this was to move forward, unless that was already done. 

Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos stated there was a similar situation the previous year that promoted him to 
check with the Law Department to make sure it would be okay to notice something before the Council 
received it and was told that as long as the Council received it prior to the hearing, it would be okay. 

Councilor Bartley asked that the administrative assistant get that in writing just to be sure it was being 
done right. He then noted that while he kept hearing about the death of marijuana manufacturing but here 
was another petition coming in. He also noted that gentleman who bought the building at 1 Cabot had 
come into the DGR Committee years earlier with a great proposal and had been a credit to the city.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked Atty Bissonnette if he heard the request about putting something in 
writing. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that he could do that.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.  
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Petition of Edwin Colon of 23 Springdale Ave for a Street Vendor License to be located at the Gas Station 
on Berkshire and Main St. 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.  

Petition of Open Square Realty LLC for a Multi Family Dwelling at 4 Open Square Way 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

(1:52:10) 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that councilors had been invited to the Taxpayers Association 
luncheon on June 13th at the Library. She stated that DPW would be presenting.  
She then stated that June was Pride Month. She noted that the flag raising had been held the day before. 
She then thanked Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos and Councilor Anderson-Burgos for their work on the 
month's events. She noted that all events could be found on holyokepride.org. She added that PrideFest 
would be on June 22nd at Veterans Park.  
She then thanked department heads for attending budget hearings, adding that the budget vote would 
take place on June 11th. She suggested that remaining questions should be directed to department 
heads in the next week.  
She then stated that an executive session would take place at 6pm immediately before the budget vote.  

Councilor Vacon asked for clarification, noting that the executive session appeared to be scheduled from 
6-8pm, but the budget vote was scheduled for 7pm. 

Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos clarified that the default for Google calendar was 2 hours but did not mean 
the executive session would actually last that long.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if they could recess the executive session and come back after the budget vote 
if they needed more than one hour.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that they could as long as the City Solicitor and Chief Pratt could do 
that.  

Councilor Bartley stated that the Memorial Day ceremony had been a terrific event, adding that the Rotary 
Club had put up a great flag display.  
He also stated that there was a well-attended event at the park on Laurel for former Ward 3 Councilor, 
Helen Norris. He commended Councilor Jourdain for his part in it. He also commended the Parks staff for 
above and beyond for the event.  

Councilor Sullivan offered a shout out to Holyoke native, Jamie Westbrook, for recently being called up to 
play for the Boston Red Sox.  

Councilor Jourdain observed that the Helen Norris had a great turnout. He then thanked Mayor Garcia for 
his support, adding that it would not have been possible without his coordination. He also thanked Parks 
Director, Tom Reynolds.  
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President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the vote to fill the at-large vacancy on the School Committee 
would be taken on June 18th prior to that evening's Council meeting. She added that anyone interested 
was still welcome to submit their resumes to the Personnel Department. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked when councilors would receive cover letters and resumes.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the administrative assistant had been collecting them and would 
be sending them all the following day rather than sending them one at a time.  

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS 

(1:58:05) 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 49 and 50 as a 
package.  

Bartley- The DPW provide an update on resurfacing projects in W-3 and citywide: essentially where and 
when will they take place. It would be interesting to know the name of the vendor and the associated 
costs for each street. In particular, homeowners on Homestead Av and Judith St are seeking to 
coordinate homeowner projects for their properties with the City's resurfacing. Please send 
communication to city council administrative assistant by the end of June and please contact the W-3 city 
councilor to meet on site to review. 
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Bartley- The dpw look at water runoff on Argyle Ave and offer suggestions for improvement. Please 
contact W-3 councilor to meet on site. 
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Councilor Devine stated that Councilor Givner contacted her and asked that the next three items be sent 
to DGR. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 51, 52, and 53 as a 
package.  

Devine- ORDERED: that the City Council reconsider and then rescind their vote of May 21, 2024 on 
agenda item #25 filed buy Councilor Jourdain, Councilor Vacon, Councilor Devine, Councilor Sullivan, 
Councilor Bartley and Councilor Greaney re: pending HOUSE No. 2747 , an ACT granting a local option 
for a real estate transfer fee to fund affordable housing. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that this should be voted on now instead of being referred to committee.  
---> Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

Devine- ORDERED that the Mayor consider appointing an Affordable Housing Commission using the 
guidelines in proposed HOUSE BILL 2747 (An Act granting a local option for a real estate transfer fee to 
fund affordable housing) 
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Councilor Jourdain stated that there was no need to appoint an affordable housing commissioner, noting 
that the Speaker had already announced this was not included in the bill.  
---> Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

Devine- ORDERED: That the DGR Committee invite in Representative Duffy and Senator Velis to clarify if 
there is a difference between the Affordable Homes Act and the 2% real estate surcharge we voted on 
Tuesday 5/21. If this surcharge on real estate is contained in the Affordable Homes Act, then ordered that 
our vote taken on 5/21/2024 be rescinded. 
---> Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, 
FOURTEEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHT AND 34/100 Dollars ($14,838.34) as 
follows:  
FROM:  
12101-51105 SERGEANTS $6,995.44  
12101-51107 PATROLMEN 7,842.90 
TOTAL: $14,838.34  
TO:   
12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY 5-11-2024 $14,838.34 
TOTAL: $14,838.34 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
President Murphy-Romboletti stated that this transfer represented 6 officers.  
---> Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--
Absent  1 (Givner).  

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, 
SEVENTEEN THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED EIGHTY SIX AND 29/100 Dollars 
($17,986.29) as follows: 
FROM: 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS $10,143.39 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN 7,842.90 
TOTAL: $17,986.29  
TO:   
12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY (PAYROLL 5-25-2024) $17,986.29 
TOTAL: $17,986.29  

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 
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 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
President Murphy-Romboletti stated that this transfer represented 6 officers. 
---> Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--
Absent  1 (Givner). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 56, 57, and 58 as a 
package.  

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, NINE 
THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($9,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
11751-51223 OPED-DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST $9,000 
TOTAL: $9,000  
TO: 
11751-53010 OPED-OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES $9,000 
TOTAL: $9,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.   

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, SIXTEEN 
THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($16,300) as follows: 
FROM: 
12101-51312 HPD-SNOW REMOVAL OVERTIME $6,300 
12101-51915 HPD-EDUCATION PLAN 10,000 TOTAL: $16,300 
TO: 
12101-51321 HPD-SPECIAL EVENTS OVERTIME $16,300 
TOTAL: $16,300 
 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, TWENTY 
ONE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($21,000) as follows 
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FROM: 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN $21,000 
TOTAL:  $21,000 
TO:  
12102-52100 ENERGY $21,000 
TOTAL: $21,000  
 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, TWENTY 
ONE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($21,000) as follows 
FROM: 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN $21,000 
TOTAL:  $21,000 
TO:  
12102-52100 ENERGY $21,000 
TOTAL: $21,000 
To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

Councilor Devine noted that this item was a duplicate of the previous item.   
--->  Received and returned to the Auditor. 

Devine, All councilors - ORDERED that the City Council give a proclamation to Captain Denise Duguay 
for 31 years of dedicated service to the City of Holyoke. 

All councilors asked to be added to the order.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that Cpt. Duguay had done a great job for the city and would be missed.  
--->  Received and Adopted. 

Givner- Per resident request, please remove handicap sign from 204 Oak St, for Ms. Josephine Rivera. 
She will no longer need it. Ordinance, Copy to DPW 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. Copy to DPW. 
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Jourdain, Bartley, Greaney - That the City Treasurer please provide the City Council with a review and 
analysis of the Pacific Legal foundation report (https://homeequitytheft.org/massachusetts) that states that 
$83,000 in home equity from 13 Holyoke homes was inappropriately taken from our residents pursuing 
Holyoke property tax liens. Please provide us the details on these 13 properties and how this could 
happen to Holyoke residents; including the names of any entity pursuing our liens. Please advise the City 
Council if Holyoke has done business with Tallage Davis LLC. Please notify the City Council if proper 
safeguards are in place so we only collect back taxes and not allow the city or anyone purporting to be 
acting on our behalf to take residents’ home equity. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he spoke with the Treasurer and understood he would be working on this.  

Councilor Bartley and Councilor Greaney asked to be added to the order.  

Councilor Greaney asked if this should also be copied to the Law Department.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it should not yet be, pending what the report says. He then stated that a 
resident of Springfield recently won a case in Hampden Superior court against Springfield for using this 
company and taking home equity from that resident. He then stated that the Treasurer informed him the 
way it was in the report was not the way it was counted for Holyoke. He added that the Treasurer was still 
researching the background but did say that Holyoke had not done business with Tallage Davis LLC.  

Councilor Greaney noted that there were penalties attached to that lawsuit.  

Councilor Devine asked if this could wait, noting that the next Finance meeting was planned for June 
12th.  

Councilor Jourdain suggested giving the Treasurer longer than that, perhaps in August.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked if the situation in Springfield was through the receivership program. He recalled 
that their program was having issues with how much money was being taken from property owners.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he had not researched how it started but understood that this resident had 
gotten behind on her taxes, they liened her home, but went beyond just taking the back taxes and wiped 
her out. He added that the company pocketed the difference. He added that this was happening in 
multiple states where cities were selling off the liens and residents were becoming victims of predatory 
practices.  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. Copy to Treasurer.  

J. Rivera- Order to request the installation of a three-way stop or offer safety recommendations at the 
intersection of Chestnut and Suffolk Street. Recent incidents of accidents and near-misses in the vicinity 
highlight the urgent need for enhanced traffic control measures in this area. 

Councilor Bartley made a motion to amend, requesting that they install a three-way stop "or offer safety 
recommendations." He suggested that if they recommended against a stop, there would be no alternative.   
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Councilor J. Rivera noted this was a request from a nearby business.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.  

Vacon- ORDER: that the law department issue a compliance letter to JB Hunt company regarding the 
need to comply with the truck restriction hours on Homestead Avenue. 

Councilor Jourdain asked to be added to the order. 

Councilor Bartley asked if this was for noncompliance.  

Councilor Vacon confirmed that it was regarding the need to be in compliance.  
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Law Department.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 65 through 68 as a 
package.  

Vacon- ORDER: That lights be added to the STOP sign (and a larger stop sign be placed) at the Keyes & 
County Rd. intersection to increase visibility. There have been accidents at the Keyes/County and 
(Whiteloaf/Southampton) intersection. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Vacon- ORDER: Please clear the obstructed traffic signs on County Rd (intersection sign) and Westfield 
Rd (going toward Holyoke). They are overgrown by tree branches and constituents are requesting they 
be cut back. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Vacon- ORDER: that temporary speed humps be place on Apremont Highway near Dupuis to help slow 
traffic. Constituents have requested traffic calming in the area. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Vacon- ORDER: please cut back brush on Lower Westfield Rd next to the union building. This is a 
constituent request. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Vacon, Bartley - The City of Holyoke amend Zoning Ordinance section 4.3(A)(8) to require a special 
permit prior to granting permission for this use in all residential districts in the City of Holyoke and no 
longer allow the use as of right; the special permit is to be issued by the City Council or the Planning 
Board only after a public hearing. 

Councilor Vacon stated that Councilor Bartley was looking to be added to the order. She also noted that 
this order had been previously filed but there was an active lawsuit going on and Council had been asked 
not to pursue it at that time. She then stated that she had asked the Law Department for an update on 
that lawsuit and had not heard a response so she was assuming it was over.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
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(2:15:25) 

Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, FIVE 
HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($500) as follows: 
FROM: 
12202-51105 FIREFIGHTERS $500 
TOTAL:  $500 
TO: 
12201-51301 ARSON OVERTIME $500 
TOTAL:  $500 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, TWENTY-
FOUR THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY AND 00/100 ($24,570) as follows: 
FROM: 
1376-10400 SMART GROWTH ZONING $24,570 
TOTAL:  $24,570 
TO: 
GRANT-VOTE FY 2023 SAFE STREETS $24,570 
TOTAL:  $24,570 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, SEVEN 
THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FIFTEEN AND 42/100 ($7,615.42) as follows: 
FROM: 
11521-51104 PERSONNEL-HEAD ADMIN CLERK $7,615.42 
TOTAL:  $7,615.42 
TO: 
11522-53009 PERSONNEL-CONTRACTED PROF SERV $7,615.42 
TOTAL:  $7,615.42 

To the City Council: 
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I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, THIRTY 
THREE THOUSAND AND 00/100 ($33,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
12941-51104 PAY-TREE CLIMBER $15,000 
14101-51105  PAY-SR CIVIL ENGINEER 12,000 
14251-51105 PAY-POWER SHOVEL OPERATOR 6,000 
TOTAL:  $33,000 
TO: 
16942-52500 R&M EXHIBIT HALL $1,000 
14222-52504 R&M PELLISSIER BUILDING 5,000 
14222-52505 R&M SENOIR CENTER  10,000 
14222-52509 R&M POLICE STATION  12,000 
14222-52510 R&M CENTRAL FIRE STATION  1,000 
14222-52512 R&M HIGHLAND FIRE STATION 2,000 
14222-52514 R&M W HOLYOKE FIRE STATION 2,000 
TOTAL:  $33,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, FIVE 
HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($500) as follows: 
FROM: 
15101-51203 PAY-BOH SUBSTITUTE NURSE $500 
TOTAL:  $500 
TO: 
15101-51300 PAY-BOH OVERTIME $500 
TOTAL:  $500 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 
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Devine - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, SIXTEEN 
THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($16,000) as follows: 
FROM: 
14251-51105 PAY-HIGHWAYS POWER SHOVEL OPERATOR  $16,000 
TOTAL:  $16,000 
TO: 
14301-51102 PAY-REFUSE HMEO $16,000 
TOTAL:  $16,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine - Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the “FY2023 SAFE STREETS AND ROADS FOR ALL, $197,850, LOCAL FUNDS 
$24,570/IN KIND MATCH $15,000” grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method 
appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the 
administration of said grant.  

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

MiFA response to Mr. Weinberg letter and addendums. 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

Bartley - Ordered, that the City Council approve an Amendment to a Home Rule Petition for the purpose 
of expanding the Center City Liquor License Area. 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.  

 

Adjourned at 9:21 PM 
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Mayor Joshua A. Garcia Director Kelly Curran

City of Holyoke Personnel Department

City of Holyoke Social Media Use Policy

The City of Holyoke understands social media has been incorporated into most of our daily lives. Responsible
social media use is perfectly acceptable as long as the City of Holyoke Social Media Use Policy is being
followed. However, it is crucial that this use does not interfere with work responsibilities and maintains the
confidentiality and professional image of the City of Holyoke.

The appropriate guidelines for using social media that the city sets are outlined in the Social Media Use
Policy. This policy addresses personal social media accounts for all individuals who are employed and/or
associated with the City of Holyoke including volunteers, interns, employees, independent contractors, and
students (hereinafter referred to as “Individual”).

This policy has been created to ensure a great understanding of social media use. We are not trying to
restrict Individual’s legal rights by any means but rather avoid issues in the long run with the department and
personnel.

1. Definitions

“Social Media'' refers to a form of electronic communication used to create online communities to share
information, ideas, personal messages and other content such as photos, videos, gifs and more. Some
examples of social media platforms include, but are not limited to Facebook, Instagram, X, Snapchat, Tik Tok.

2. Responsibilities of All Users

Use of social media is based upon and subject to the City’s Social Media Use Policy. Usage must comply with
all other applicable City regulations as well as any applicable Massachusetts and Federal laws, in addition to
this policy. Individuals should take proper precautions when posting on social media and keep in mind social
media posts are public, not private, and an offensive post could be seen as evidence of discrimination against
the City or damage its reputation.

All network communications identify the Individual to all sites accessed. City email addresses assigned to
employees and other authorized Individuals identify the sender as a member of the City. Internet access and
email, like all other forms of communication, reflect upon the City. Individuals always should maintain a
professional and courteous tone, observing the rules and policies governing conduct of employees. An
Individual should not use a City email account for personal, non-City purposes, including, but not limited to,
using City email for social media websites such as Facebook and Twitter, unless properly authorized to do so.

Before making any comments, posts or reactions on social media, Individuals shall consider any risks that
may apply. Even if your account is in a private setting it is still possible it may be seen publicly. All Individuals
are fully responsible for what they post on their social media pages, including if management determines the
post warrants disciplinary action or termination for hate speech of any kind (regarding any protected
classes); speech that is severe enough to constitute a hostile work environment (regarding any protected
classes); threats to employee health and safety (including workplace violence); speech that damages the City
guests, vendors, or community at large; and confidential and/or proprietary information. If you are unsure
of something you can ask the Personnel Director for advice.. When posting it should be made clear you are
speaking for yourself and not on behalf of the city with any content related to the city or any of its
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departments. As a city employee consent to monitoring social media pages is conditioned upon strict
adherence to the City’s Social Media Use Policy.

3. City Social Media

Individuals are legally allowed to have personal social media accounts as long as all work policies are being
followed. Individuals must keep a professional and appropriate social media presence when using social
media as a representative of the City. Individuals should not speak for the City unless authorized to do so.

4. Prohibited Conduct: Social Media Personal Use

Do not display confidential information about the City or the department on your social media. Individuals
should keep in mind that you are a representative of the City on and off of social media. When individuals
are not working, the City has less of an interest in regulating your speech. However, you can be disciplined
for content that you post outside of work, depending on what you say.

No Individual shall use their social media :

(1) to post confidential information about the city, workplace or other employees;
(2) to make derogatory, defamatory, slanderous posts about the City and/or other Individuals that are
not a matter of public concern or otherwise protected by the First Amendment
(3) to post or comment in a manner that offensively addresses someone’s age, ancestry, color, creed,
disability, ethnicity, family status, gender, genetic information, marital status, military status, national origin,
political affiliation, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status, including comments
posted on, or messages sent via, blogs, or any other social media platform;
(4) post images of yourself or others of a sexual nature while in city uniform or any other city equipment
or logo in sight;
(5) to create unauthorized post portrayed as being part of the department or city officials;
(6) with any expectations of privacy on the city’s technology resources;
(7) as connected to a city email for personal use , unless instructed to do so.

5. Consequences of Violation of Policy

Responsible use of social media is strongly encouraged but should there be any violations of the City of
Holyoke Social Media Use Policy may result in an investigation followed by appropriate disciplinary action up
to and including termination. In appropriate circumstances, the City may refer the matter to law
enforcement officials for possible prosecution.

6. Receipt and Acknowledgment

The Personnel Administrator shall provide annually to all Individuals an individual written copy of the City of
Holyoke’s Social Media Use Policy.

7. Complaint

In the event the city receives a complaint or anonymous tip concerning an individual’s social media post, the
city may conduct an independent or in-house investigation. Individuals may be placed on leave consistent
with City policies, procedures or the applicable collective bargaining agreement.
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Mayor Joshua A. Garcia Director Kelly Curran

City of Holyoke Personnel Department

8. Filing a Formal Complaint with the City

Submit a written complaint to the City Personnel Director. Kelly A. Curran at currank@holyoke.org

Every Individual must read the City of Holyoke’s Social Media Use Policy, familiarize themselves with the
material , and sign the Acknowledgement Form distributed by the Personnel Administrator. All Individuals
must submit to the Personnel Department, during onboarding and prior to their first day of work or within
thirty (30) days of the date of receipt of an updated Social Media Use Policy, a signed Acknowledgment Form
certifying that they have received a copy of the City’s Social Media Use Policy and that they understand that
they are required to abide by the City’s Social Media Use Policy.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE CITY OF HOLYOKE’S SOCIAL MEDIA
USE POLICY

I hereby acknowledge that I have received a copy of the City of Holyoke’s Social Media Use Policy.

I understand that I am required to abide by the City of Holyoke’s Social Media Use Policy and all other policies
of the City of Holyoke throughout the time that I am employed by, or otherwise work for, the City of Holyoke.

I understand that the City of Holyoke’s Social Media Use Policy and other policies of the City of Holyoke
are subject to change at any time.

I agree to read the City of Holyoke’s Social Media Use Policy thoroughly. I agree that I will seek clarification
from the Personnel Administrator or from the City Solicitor if there is any policy, provision, procedure, or any
other term or language in the City of Holyoke’s Social Media Use Policy that I do not understand.

_________________________________________ ______________________
Employee Signature Date
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           Mayor Joshua A. Garcia                                         Lisa A. Ball, Esq.  
          

                 City of Holyoke                                                       City Solicitor

Kathleen E. Degnan, Esq.      
Jane L. Mantolesky, Esq.
Michael D. Bissonnette, Esq. 
Jeanne A. Liddy, Esq.
Mary E. Gotham, Paralegal

20 KOREAN VETERANS PLAZA • CITY HALL ANNEX, SUITE 204 • HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040-5019
PHONE: (413) 322-5580• EMAIL: Solicitor@holyoke.org

Birthplace of Volleyball

 
CEASE AND DESIST ORDER

NOTICE OF NON-COMPLIANCE WITH ONE OR MORE LAWS

June 24, 2024

J.B. Hunt Transport Services, Inc.
615 J.B. Hunt Corporate Drive
Lowell, AR 72745

RE: Heavy Commercial Vehicle Operation on Homestead Avenue, Holyoke, Massachusetts

To Whom It May Concern:

Please be advised there is reason to believe your company and its employees, contractors, 
agents, and/or officers have been utilizing Homestead Avenue, Holyoke, Massachusetts during 
hours of exclusion pursuant to Holyoke City Ordinances 86-211.   Please be advised that 
commercial vehicles over the tonnage of two and one half may not use the area of Homestead 
Avenue between Westfield Road and Lower Westfield Road between the hours of 8:00 p.m. 
and 6:00 a.m. daily. 

You are hereby ordered to cease and desist all utilization of Homestead Avenue, Holyoke, 
Massachusetts between Westfield Road and Lower Westfield Road between the hours of 
8:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. Failure to comply with this order may result in a citation or other 
legal action.

Thank you for your compliance and assistance in resolving this letter.

Sincerely,

Jane L. Mantolesky
Assistant City Solicitor 

CC: City Council
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Attorney General 

One Ashburton Place  
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

 
OPEN MEETING LAW COMPLAINT FORM 

Instructions for completing the Open Meeting Law Complaint Form 

The Attorney General's Division of Open Government interprets and enforces the Open Meeting Law, Chapter 30A of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, Sections 18-25. Below is the procedure for filing and responding to an Open Meeting Law 
complaint. 

 
Instructions for filing a complaint: 

o Fill out the attached two-page form completely. Sign and date the second page. File the complaint with the public 
body within 30 days of the alleged violation. If the violation was not reasonably discoverable at the time it 
occurred, you must file the complaint within 30 days of the date the violation was reasonably discoverable. A 
violation that occurs during an open session of a meeting is reasonably discoverable on the date of the meeting. 

o To file the complaint: 
o For a local or municipal public body, you must submit a copy of the complaint to the chair of the 

public body AND to the municipal clerk. 
o For all other public bodies, you must submit a copy of the complaint to the chair of the public body. 
o Complaints may be filed by mail, by email, or by hand. Please retain a copy for your records. 

o If the public body does not respond within 14 business days and does not request an extension to respond, 
contact the Division for further assistance. 

 
Instructions for a public body that receives a complaint: 

o The chair must disseminate the complaint to the members of the public body. 
o The public body must meet to review the complaint within 14 business days (usually 20-22 calendar days). 
o After review, but within 14 business days, the public body must respond to the complaint in writing and must 

send the complainant a response and a description of any action the public body has taken to address the 
allegations in the complaint. At the same time, the body must send the Attorney General a copy of the complaint 
and a copy of the response. The public body may delegate this responsibility to an individual member of the 
public body, its counsel, or a staff member, but only after the public body has met to review the complaint. 

o If a public body requires more time to review the complaint and respond, it may request an extension of time for 
good cause by contacting the Division of Open Government. 

 
Once the public body has responded to the complaint: 

o If you are not satisfied with the public body's response to your complaint, you may file a copy of the 
complaint with the Division by mail, by email, or by hand, but only once you have waited for 30 days after filing 
the complaint with the public body. Mail may be sent to: The Division of Open Government, Office of the 
Attorney General, One Ashburton Place - 20th Floor, Boston, MA 02108. Emails may be sent to: 
openmeeting@state.ma.us. 

o When you file your complaint with the Division, please include the complaint form and all documentation 
relevant to the alleged violation. You may wish to attach a cover letter explaining why the public body's 
response does not adequately address your complaint. 

o The Division will not review complaints filed with us more than 90 days after the violation, unless we granted an 
extension to the public body or you can demonstrate good cause for the delay. 

 
If you have questions concerning the Open Meeting Law complaint process, we encourage you to contact the Division of 
Open Government by phone at (617) 963-2540 or by email at openmeeting@state.ma.us. 
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OPEN MEETING LAW COMPLAINT FORM 
Office of the Attorney General 

One Ashburton Place 
Boston, MA 02108

Your Contact Information:

Are you filing the complaint in your capacity as an individual, representative of an organization, or media?

Public Body that is the subject of this complaint:

Please note that all fields are required unless otherwise noted. 

First Name: Last Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone Number: Ext.

Email:

Organization or Media Affiliation (if any):

Date of alleged violation:

Specific person(s), if any, you allege 
committed the violation:

Name of Public Body (including city/
town, county or region, if applicable):

City/Town County Regional/District State

Page 1

Individual MediaOrganization

(For statistical purposes only)
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What action do you want the public body to take in response to your complaint?

Description of alleged violation:

Describe the alleged violation that this complaint is about. If you believe the alleged violation was intentional, please say so and include 
the reasons supporting your belief.

Note: This text field has a maximum of 3000 characters. 

I.  Disclosure of Your Complaint. 

Public Record. Under most circumstances, your complaint, and any documents submitted with your complaint, is considered a public record 
and will be available to any member of the public upon request. 

Publication to Website. As part of the Open Data Initiative, the AGO will publish to its website certain information regarding your complaint, 
including your name and the name of the public body.  The AGO will not publish your contact information.  

II.  Consulting With a Private Attorney. 
The AGO cannot give you legal advice and is not able to be your private attorney, but represents the public interest.  If you have any questions 
concerning your individual legal rights or responsibilities you should contact a private attorney. 

III.  Submit Your Complaint to the Public Body. 

The complaint must be filed first with the public body.  If you have any questions, please contact the Division of Open Government by calling 
(617) 963-2540 or by email to openmeeting@state.ma.us. 

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understood the provisions above and certify that the information I have provided is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

  Signed: ___________________________________________  Date:____________________________

Review, sign, and submit your complaint

Note: This text field has a maximum of 500 characters. 

For Use By Public Body 
Date Received by Public Body:

For Use By AGO 
Date Received by AGO:

Page 2
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The Ad Hoc Committee is an informal citizen’s advisory group formed to provide independent,
unofficial advice to the DPW Board as the current longterm contract for the management of
Holyoke’s wastewater treatment facility approaches the end of its 20-year term. The DPW Board
has important choices to make as it considers paths forward, and the Ad Hoc Committee is
grateful to have had the opportunity over the past months to study the issues and opportunities
the contract expiration presents.
 
It is impossible to overestimate the importance of this matter. Sanitation and handling of waste
are among the most fundamental of all urban infrastructure. Always critically important, the
challenges it presents have only grown as our society’s technological sophistication has
increased, and our understanding of the health risks of industrial activities in the past has
improved. With our new understanding has come emerging demands, such as the new
requirement that wastewater systems address so-called “forever” chemicals in our waste
streams. Such demands increase the cost of treating waste, for every community, and this and
other challenges cannot be managed by ignoring them.
 
At the same time, however, new technologies present real opportunities: for better outcomes, for
potential economic growth, for Holyoke to position itself as a leader in a region-wide green
network that supports sustainability and resilience. The Ad Hoc Committee has been able to
discuss some of the possibilities with industry representatives including our current partners at
Veolia, and to see results at other communities in the Northeast. Possibilities for the future
include, for example, technologies that would generate renewable energy from the processing of
organic waste.  While these are not processes that Holyoke could put into place tomorrow, the
possibilities are real and exciting.
 
To choose the best path forward will require time, expertise, and money. Under the terms of our
current contract, and consistent with the Commonwealth Enabling Act that provides Holyoke
with the legal framework for the current contract and for our future contracts, we understand that
Holyoke could simply extend the existing contract for a five-year term.
 
We believe, however, that to do so would be a mistake. The current contract has significant
weaknesses, which we need not elaborate upon here. While some of those could possibly be
addressed within the framework of a five-year contract extension, we believe they would be
addressed with greater certainty and urgency if the city chooses instead to go out to RFP for a
new management contract, while we do the work to develop the strongest possible
understanding of what the city needs and wants in future capital development and technical
improvements to the plant and citywide system.
 
Doing so need not mean replacing our current operator, and this recommendation is not
intended to imply any criticism of that operator or the excellent staff the City now works with. But
we believe this contract would attract significant interest from most or all of the industry’s most
important and technologically sophisticated firms, and it would thus allow Holyoke to learn from,
and to compare proposals from, a multitude of experts in the field.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
[the ad hoc committee}
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Board of Public Works Meeting 
July 29, 2024 
Statement from Chair Mary L. Monahan 
 
I want to open this discussion by acknowledging the time and work put in by 
members of the volunteer ad hoc committee.   It’s been almost 18 months since we 
first met to discuss the end of the City’s 20 year contract for contract operations at 
our wastewater treatment plant.   
 
The current contract expires September 29, 2025.  It was procured adhering to the 
requirements in Acts (2002), Chapter 214:  An Act Authorizing the City of Holyoke to 
Enter into Contracts for a Sewer Works System and Operations.  The Special Act 
was approved by the Legislature and took eWect August 6, 2002.   This legislation 
allows the City to enter into a contract for wastewater services for a term not to 
exceed 20 years and an option for renewal or extension for one additional term not 
exceeding 5 years. 
 
The ad hoc committee has been joined by others in investigating how Holyoke’s next 
long term service agreement reflects Holyoke’s regulatory, environmental, financial, 
and societal needs and expectations.   Members of the group have visited MWRA’s 
plant in Deer Island to view a comprehensive wastewater operation that includes 
green power generation and the production of a retail fertilizer product from its 
sludge.  We had tours of Holyoke’s own plant led by the professional plant 
operations team from Veolia. 
 
Holyoke’s group has participated in workshops sponsored by Veolia and other 
consulting engineers in the wastewater industry.  As a group, and individually, we 
investigated the opportunities that our wastewater treatment plant provides to 
Holyoke’s residents and the environment. 
 
Advancements in technology, climate change threats, and expanded funding 
options excite me about how our next long term service agreement can incorporate 
technologies that generate green power, advance the City’s economic development 
initiatives, and generate revenue.   DPW and the Board of Public Works are 
aggressively seeking grant assistance to fund a comprehensive wastewater master 
plan for the plant and collection system.  This plan will identify operations and 
applications at the facility that are feasible, cost eWective, and provide the 
ratepayers and taxpayers a return on investment, 
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These eWorts to improve operations, contain costs, and provide an overall benefit to 
the City and region are not fully realized within a five year term.   My support of the 
Board of Public Works recommending to the Mayor that the City issue a new request 
for proposals for long term contract operations at Holyoke’s wastewater treatment 
plant is based on this being the option that bests serves the ratepayers and 
taxpayers of the City.  It is not a reflection on the performance of Veolia, the current 
contractor.  In fact, I look forward to seeing Veolia’s submission in response to the 
RFP. 
 
In conclusion, again thank you to Andy Fiske, Brian Beauregard, Mike Sullivan, Mimi 
Panitch, and Carl Rossi.  Also, thank you to HG&E, Miira Gates, and Yoni Glogower 
for their input and support. 
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Brenna Leary <mcgeeb@holyoke.org>

Holyoke treasurer position

Duffy, Patricia - Rep. (HOU) <Patricia.Duffy@mahouse.gov> Wed, Jul 31, 2024 at 11:26 AM
To: Tessa Murphy-Romboletti <tessaforholyoke@gmail.com>
Cc: Brenna McGee <mcgeeb@holyoke.org>, Jeffery Anderson-Burgos <anderson-burgosj@holyoke.org>

Councilor Murphy-Rombole�, City Council President:

I am wri�ng to update you and the City Council on H4748 An Act Establishing an Appointed Treasurer for
the City of Holyoke.  A�er the City Council's vote this past spring I filed this home rule pe��on which
calls for an elec�on on November 5th. 

Subsequent discussions with the Secretary of State's office and the City Clerk's office in response to this
filing have raised the prospect of the many logis�cal and costly challenges inherent in holding a special
elec�on on the same date as a na�onal and statewide elec�on. Looking more closely at these challenges
gave rise to conversa�ons with the Mayor and other department heads where it became clear that this
will likely impact the �meline for the City's plans to implement much needed financial systems, policies,
and procedures. 

I share this informa�on with you so that you can make an informed decision as to next best steps. 

Sincerely yours,
Pat Duffy

Patricia Duffy
State Representa�ve
Fi�h Hampden District
District office:  413-529-4307
164 Race St., Suite 105
Holyoke   01040

City of Holyoke Mail - Holyoke treasurer position https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e0a4cd6e1f&view=pt&search=al...

1 of 1 8/2/2024, 9:23 AM
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          June 14, 2024 

Mr. Carl Rossi          

City of Holyoke 

Department of Public Works 

63 N. Canal Street 

Holyoke, MA 01040  

 

Re:  City Council Chambers Plan Sketches 

 

Carl, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with you and the City of Holyoke on the City Hall City Council 

Chambers renovation project. I worked closely with Sean Sheedy during the conceptual design phase 

which was critical to the success of the project, as it determined the direction and set the tone for future 

work phases. We developed four conceptual layouts for the City Hall City Council Chambers renovation 

project and understand that the next step is to review plans with the City Council to solicit their 

comments. Please let me know if I can assist with updating you on the conceptual design process in 

Sean’s absence. 

 

I’ve included five City Council Chambers Plan Sketches for your review and comment, (see attached). The 

first sketch is an existing condition reference drawing that approximates how the City Council Chambers 

are currently configured today. The following four drawings can be divided into two categories, Options A 

and B retain the existing separation railing between the Council members and the public and Options C 

and D propose a new railing with a straight configuration. The design concept of the sketches was 

reviewed in detail with Brian Lever of Epsilon Associates, our historical consultant. He approved the 

elimination of the president’s podium because of his determination that it was not original to the room 

and he suggested we include design layouts both with and without the existing separation railing, to 

allow for more flexibility in reacting to comments by the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

 

SK1.0 0 - Floor Plan - Existing: 

This plan replicates the existing layout as it is today; it shows the existing president’s podium with 

the secretary’s desk, councilors desks (12), meeting table, separation railing and public seating 

area.  

 

SK1.1 - Floor Plan - Option A: 

This plan replicates the existing floor plan layout including the existing separation railing. The 

programmatic functions are essentially the same as the existing Council Chambers, however a 

clerk’s table is added. The public area is the same as existing. 

Advantages:  centralized layout, generally good circulation, maintains clear historic 

reference to existing Council Chambers 

Disadvantages:  four councilor’s tables are tight against the existing separation railing, 

approximately 42” clearance, some councilors have their backs toward the public 
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SK1.2 - Floor Plan - Option B: 

This plan is similar to Option A however the president’s desk has been moved closer to the back 

wall allowing the councilors to sit in a straight line facing each other and placing the president 

and public to either side. This layout includes the same existing separation railing and the public 

area configuration as the existing layout and Option A. 

Advantages:  clean, centralized layout, maintains a direct line of sight between the 

president, officers, councilors and the public 

Disadvantages:  two councilor’s tables (6 and 7) are tight against the existing separation 

railing with approximately 42” clearance, this creates a circulation pinch point 

 

SK1.3 - Floor Plan - Option C:   

Option C removes both the existing president’s podium and the separation railing. The 

centralized “U” shape layout faces the public area behind a new, straight separation railing. This 

layout is typical of many council chambers, where the president, secretary, clerk, councilors and 

the public all have a more-direct line of sight to each other. 

Advantages:  centralized layout with the president at the center and linear councilor’s 

seating wings on each side, councilors have a more direct line of sight to the president, 

officers, the public and each other, clean design and open central space will make the 

room appear to be larger 

Disadvantages:  circulation is limited to the outside at the “U” shape, the open central 

area is more difficult to access, minimum clearance is 36” at the open end of the “U” 

shape configuration, the size of the public area is reduced to accommodate the expanded 

linear layout 

 

SK1.4 - Floor Plan - Option D: 

This option is similar to Option C in that both the existing president’s podium and the separation 

railing are removed, the centralized, interior open square-shape layout faces the public area 

behind a new straight separation railing. The president, secretary, clerk, councilors and the public 

all have a more-direct line of sight each other, but with improved circulation and access than 

Option C. 

 

Advantages:  clean centralized layout creates an orderly visual appearance that will make 

the room appear to be larger, maintains good circulation, public seating is similar to the 

existing public seating, councilors have a more direct line of sight to the president, 

officers, the public and each other, 

Disadvantages:  circulation is limited at the councilor’s aisles, councilor’s 6 and 7 are 

located tight against the separation railing, close to the public 

 

Let me know if you have any questions or comments regarding these conceptual plans. I’m happy to review 

them with you and make any necessary adjustments as needed. I can also meet with you and the City 

Council to present these conceptual plan options at your convenience. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Marco Crescentini 

 

 

Attachments: 

• SK1.0 - Floor Plan - Existing 

• SK1.1 - Floor Plan - Option A 

• SK1.1 - Floor Plan – Option B 

• SK1.1 - Floor Plan – Option C 

• SK1.1 - Floor Plan – Option D 
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     Mayor Joshua Garcia     Office of Planning and Economic Development           
 

  City of Holyoke                                                                                     Historical Commission 

                                                                                                       
 

CITY HALL ANNEX – 20 KOREAN VETERANS PLAZA - SUITE 406 – HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040-5000 

PHONE: (413) 322-5655 •  E-MAIL: oped@holyoke.org   
Birthplace of Volleyball 

 

 
 
July 3, 2024 
 
RE: VICTORY THEATRE 
 
To who it may concern, 
 
In response to the questions raised at the city council meeting held on 6/8/24 
regarding the Victory Theatre, The Victory Theatre is not listed on the National 
register of Historic places.  The Victory Theatre however is deemed eligible by the 
Massachusetts State Historical Commission for the National Register which makes 
them eligible to receive Historic tax credits. 
 
Any questions regarding historic tax credits should be directed to the 
Massachusetts State Historical Commission as it is outside of this body’s purview. 
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Christopher H. Gauthier 
-Chair 
Joseph Charles Mazzola 
-Vice Chair 
Holyoke Historical Commission 
hhcc@holyoke.org  
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Brenna Leary <mcgeeb@holyoke.org>

New submission from Grant Completion Form
1 message

notify@proudcity.com <notify@proudcity.com> Thu, Jul 11, 2024 at 2:57 PM
To: wdowiakt@holyoke.org, mcgeeb@holyoke.org, anderson-burgosj@holyoke.org

Grant Information

0531 Capital Facilities Fund Grant Mass Cultural Council

Grant Period

3/11/21-5/31/24

Grant Purpose

The Mass Cultural Council Capital Facilities Fund grant was for demolition of degraded electrical equipment, installing
updated electrical equiptment, and increase accessibility. This was a matching reimbursement grant and matching
funding came from CDBG and CPA.

Total Budget

$110,000

Actual Expenses

$52,876- Mott MacDonald Electrical Engineering Survey ($30,000 CDBG, $22,876 CPA)
$55,000- Upgrading electrical and lighting in the Music Room (CPA)
Matching Budget: $107,876

$55,157- Removing and replacing electrical panels in the Main House.
$50,791.74-Grounding outlets on first and second floor, new outlets to offices with large electrical loads, new lighting
on first and second floor, and new light fixtures outside.
$4365.26- Smart TV, Smart Screen, Conference Camera
Total Expended MCC-CFF: $107.350.99

Ending Fund Balance

0.00

Additional Comments (optional)

Thanks to supporting funds from the CPA and CDBG, we were able to match them with this MCC-CFF grant to
upgrade a lot of dangerous and energy inefficient electrical equiptment and lighting. Outlets on the first and second
floor were grounded, some were added to spaces without outlets, additional outlets were added to offices with
overloaded energy loads, and we now have more accessibility options with a smart tv to help with our public events,
we have a smart screen that allows people to explore the second floor for those who have mobility limitations, and a
professional level conference camera to share our events with the public and help facilitate professional meetings for
our institution and for paying organizations. This grant has helped us create a safer public space and a more
accessible public space.

Grant Manager

Megan Seiler 691- Museums and Monuments
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Brenna Leary <mcgeeb@holyoke.org>

New submission from Grant Completion Form

notify@proudcity.com <notify@proudcity.com> Tue, Jul 23, 2024 at 11:40 AM
To: wdowiakt@holyoke.org, mcgeeb@holyoke.org, anderson-burgosj@holyoke.org

Grant Information

Fund #0689 FY24 Firefighter Safety Equipment Grant, Department of Fire Services

Grant Period

2/7/24 - 7/26/24

Grant Purpose

Purchase of life safety firefighter equipment

Total Budget

17,245.53

Actual Expenses

11,997.00 Thermal Imaging Camera
3,679.60 Harnesses
1,150.00 Active Shooter Kit

Ending Fund Balance

0.00

Additional Comments (optional)

Grant was awarded 17,245.53 department expended 16, 826.60. This was a reimbursed grant no funds to return.

Grant Manager

David Rex Fire
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In City Council, ____________, 2024. Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas ____ and 
nays ____

The City of Holyoke, through its Honorable City Council and Honorable Mayor hereby 
petition the Massachusetts General Court to enact legislation to that end of amending the 
Charter of the City of Holyoke to change the office of Treasurer to an appointed, as 
opposed to an elected, position, and that said legislation be entitled:
 

AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN APPOINTED TREASURER FOR THE CITY OF 
HOLYOKE

And that said act read as follows:

SECTION 1: Section 6 of the City of Holyoke Charter shall be amended by deleting the 
reference to “city treasurer” in the first sentence.

SECTION 2: Section 15 of the City of Holyoke Charter shall be amended by adding the 
following after the third full sentence:

“Said city council shall also in the month of January, beginning in calendar year 2026, 
elect by ballot one treasurer who shall hold the office for the term of three (3) years 
beginning with the first Monday in February in the year of the election and until a 
successor is elected and qualified unless the position is sooner vacated.  The 
qualifications for the position of treasurer shall be established by ordinance. The present 
treasurer shall continue to hold the office until the first Monday in February in the year 
two thousand twenty six (2026).”

SECTION 3: So much of Chapter 438 of the Acts of 1896 and Chapter 327 of the Acts of 
1936 and acts in amendment thereof and addition thereto, as is inconsistent with this act, 
is hereby repealed.

SECTION 4: The General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only to 
the bill, unless the Mayor and City Council approve amendments before enactment by the 
General Court. The Mayor and City Council are hereby authorized to approve 
amendments which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this 
petition. 

SECTION 5: This act shall take effect immediately upon passage. 

__________________________________
Clerk
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Presented to the Mayor for Approval:

___________________________________ ___________________
City Clerk Date

Approved:

__________________________________ ____________________
Mayor Date
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   Created: 2024-04-29 11:38:15 [EST]

(Supp. No. 42)

Page 1 of 1

Sec. 78-57. Speed humps and Raised Crosswalks.

(a) Petition to city council required: No speed hump or raised crosswalk shall be installed or established, except 
upon petition to the city council signed by at least two-thirds of the property owners or two-thirds of the 
registered voters within the impacted segment of a proposed speed hump street or raised crosswalk. When 
there are multiple property owners, the signature of one shall be sufficient to count that property towards 
the required two-third. Said petition shall be referred to the city engineer, fire department, police 
department and department of public works. Each request must provide the name of the street for which 
the speed hump(s) or raised crosswalk(s) are requested and the boundaries of the intended street segment 
to be impacted. Each petition will be reviewed by the city council based upon its own merits. For purposes of 
this section "impacted segment" shall mean 300 feet to either side of the zone proposed by the city engineer 
for the location of the hump(s) or raised crosswalk, or to the nearest fully signalized intersection or end of 
the street in that direction, whichever comes first. 

(b) Reports upon petition of property owners: The city engineer upon receiving any such petition shall report to 
the city council whether, in his judgement, the proposed speed hump or raised crosswalk location conforms 
to Federal Highway Administration guidance, ITE Guidelines for the Design and Application of Speed Humps, 
the  "Manual On Uniform Traffic Control Devices",  the Holyoke Code of Ordinances and good engineering 
practice. The police department, fire department and department of public works shall report to the city 
council any safety concerns and/or negative effects the proposed speed hump or raised crosswalk may have 
on the daily and emergency operations of these departments. 

(c) Criteria for Eligible Streets:Traffic; speed limit: Eligible streets shall be city-owned, have a “local” federal 
functional classification, local streets only and have an average daily traffic count of less than 4,000 vehicles 
per day, and shall have a posted or prima facie speed limit of 30 miles per hour or less.  Furthermore, eligible 
streets shall not be part of bus transit route and. no more than five percent of the overall traffic flow shall 
consist of long-wheelbase vehicles. 

(d) Public hearing:

(1) Before any order to install or establish a speed hump or raised crosswalk shall be passed, a written 
notice of the intention of the city council to install or establish a speed hump or raised crosswalk shall 
be given by publication in a local newspaper of general circulation once in each of two successive 
weeks, the first publication to be not less than 14 days before the day of the hearing and sent by mail, 
postage prepaid to all property owners within a 300-foot radius of the impacted segment of the street 
under review for speed hump or raised crosswalk installation and such notice shall specify the time and 
place for such hearing before the city council. 

(2) After the hearing has been held, the city council may proceed to act upon an order for the installation 
or establishment of a speed hump or raised crosswalk.  City council action may consist of a request for 
a traffic data and/or an engineering study, deferral, approval, or denial.   Requests for traffic data 
and/or engineering studies shall be subject to available funding.

(e) Removal: Speed humps and/or raised crosswalks may be ordered removed by majority vote of the city 
council only after notice and public hearing in a manner consistent with subsection (d). 

(Ord. of 9-5-00 [2nd amd.], § 1; Ord. of 12-20-05 [5th amd.], § 1; Ord. of 10-2-07 [6th amd.], § 1; Ord. of 8-5-14 
[8th amd.], § 1)
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	1 From Mayor Joshua Garcia, veto of 2/3 majority vot
	From Mayor Joshua Garcia, veto of majority vote ordinance

	2 From Mayor Joshua Garcia, re-appointments of vario
	From Mayor Joshua Garcia, re-appointments of various memebers of the Council on Aging

	3 From Mayor Joshua Garcia, appointment of Vanessa S
	From Mayor Joshua Garcia, appointment of Vanessa Santiago to the Parks and Recreation Commission

	4 From Mayor Joshua Garcia, appointment of Jorge San
	From Mayor Joshua Garcia, appointment of Jorge Santiago to serve as Director of Veterans Services

	5 From Mayor Joshua Garcia-Elms College Lease Agreem
	Lease Agreement for the use of Mackenzie Field
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	Mackenzie Stadium Lease with the Valley Blue Sox
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	9 From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin Assi
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	17 From Atty. Kathleen Degnan- communication regardin
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	21 From State Rep. Patricia Duffy, communication rega
	From State Rep. Patricia Duffy, communication regarding Appointed Treasurer position

	22 From Marco Crescentini-CCC-2024-06-14 City Council
	From Marco Crescentini-CCC-2024-06-14 City Council Chambers Plan Memo & Sketches

	23 From Christopher Gautheier- Communication re: Vict
	From Christopher Gautheier-Ltr re Victory Theatre listing 7.3.2024

	24 From Various residents- letter regarding maintaini
	From Various residents- letter regarding maintaining all quality of life policing methods

	25 From Stephen Superba-  Open Meeting Law Complaint,
	Open Meeting Law Complaint- Stephen Superba

	26 From Stephen Superba- Open Meeting Law Complaint J
	Open Meeting Law Complaint- Stephen Superba (2)

	27 Grant Report-Mass Cultural Council Capital Facilit
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	31 Petition of Emma Huse, renewal of a Home Occupatio
	Petition of Emma Huse, renewal of a Home Occupation from Mask Makers Face Painting at 22 Bassett Road
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	32 The Committee on Development and Governmental Rela
	33 The Committee on Development and Governmental Rela
	34 The Committee on Development and Governmental Rela
	35 The Committee on Development and Governmental Rela
	36 The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was ref
	37 The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was ref

	 MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS
	38 BARTLEY -  Ordered that a handicap sign be placed 
	Handicap Placard for Teresa Lewis at 15 Davis St.

	39 BARTLEY- With the washout of the water/sewer line 
	40 BARTLEY- DPW and the HFD Alarm Division  come into
	41 Bartley, Magrath-Smith- Holyoke's state delegation
	42 BARTLEY- DPW and the HFD Alarm Division come to th
	43 BARTLEY, JOURDAIN- Order, the School Department, t
	44 BARTLEY, OCASIO - DPW provide an update on its pro
	45 BARTLEY - The DPW patch the pothole on Chapin St n
	46 BARTLEY - The  procurement office provide any exec
	47 BARTLEY - The procurement office present any contr
	48 BARTLEY, OCASIO - ordered that OPED provide an upd
	49 BARTLEY, VACON, JOURDAIN, SULLIVAN, GREANEY- order
	50 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	51 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	52 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	53 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	54 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	55 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	56 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	57 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	58 DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appr
	59 Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Ch
	60 DEVINE - Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. C
	61 DEVINE - Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. C
	62 DEVINE - Ordered that the Mayor in conjunction wit
	63 DEVINE, ANDERSON-BURGOS - Ordered, that a “DO NOT 
	64 DEVINE - ORDERED: That the Law Department render a
	65 GIVNER - By request of several business owners, up
	66 GREANEY - Ordered that no group homes, profit or n
	67 GREANEY - ​Ordered ​that the City of Holyoke tax w
	68 JOURDAIN - Ordered, that DPW and Veolia provide th
	69 MAGRATH-SMITH - Order that Kennedy Circle be added
	70 MAGRATH-SMITH - Ordered, that there be and is here
	71 MAGRATH-SMITH - Ordered that Rule 4B be amended to
	72 MAGRATH-SMITH, DEVINE - ordered that the Library D
	73 MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered that the City Council 
	Charter Amendment - Appointed Treasurerv.4

	74 MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered That the State Primary
	September and November Election

	75 MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - With community support, ordere
	76 OCASIO- ordered that the DPW install a Handicap si
	Handicap Placard for Ana Rodriguez at 361 Chestnut St

	77 OCASIO- Ordered that the DPW remove the handicap s
	78 RIVERA I. - Ordered that the Personnel Department 
	79 RIVERA J. - An order to declare Holyoke Assessors 
	80 RIVERA J. - Order to request the installation of a
	Handicap  parking spot in front of 56 Mosher Street, for Mrs. Jusino resides

	81 SULLIVAN - Ordered, that there be and is hereby ap
	82 VACON - ORDER:  that an ordinance be created that 
	Sec._78_57.___Speed_hump_proposed revisions_24-07-25

	83 VACON - ORDER: that Holyoke double the tax abateme
	84 VACON - ORDER:  That a permanent sign indicating "

	 LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

	First Name: Linda
	Last Name: Vacon
	Address: 7 Pheasant Drive
	City: Holyoke
	State: MA
	Zip Code: 01040
	Phone Number: 413-210-6077
	Ext: 
	Email: lindavac@aol.com
	Organization or Media Affiliation if any: Holyoke City Councilor Ward 5
	Individual: On
	Organization: Off
	Media: Off
	CityTown: On
	County: Off
	RegionalDistrict: Off
	State_2: Off
	town county or region if applicable: Holyoke City Council as advised by the CIty Solicitor and called by City Council President
	undefined: City Solicitor Lisa Ball & President Murphy Romboletti
	Date of alleged violation: 6/11/24
	Note This text field has a maximum of 3000 characters: On May 29, 2024, I requested information from the city solicitor about host community agreements and future revenues during a public budget hearing. The city solicitor said she would rather discuss that in executive session and declined to answer.  She did not state a reason.
1)Later, when notice was given of the executive session of the Holyoke city council to be held on June 11, 2024, the only agenda item was "litigation update".  No subjects to be discussed were listed, no exception under the open meeting law was cited and no statement that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigation position of the city was made.
2)During the executive session on June 11, 2024, three issues were discussed.  Of the three issues; one was an active law suit, one was resolved with a recommendation for money requiring a public vote of the city council, and one was a completed agreement that was communicated to the city council that required no action by the city council. In the last two cases listed the city council was not part of a strategy, but rather the recipient of the outcome.
3) A question about minutes of executive session was raised during the meeting, The City Solicitor indicated that minutes are available if requested.  The City council has not received minutes of Executive sessions for the last 5+ years.
4) The use of executive session appears to be geared to keeping councilors silent on matters of concern and interest to the public due to the fact that the information has been shared in executive session.  The concern of a detrimental effect on litigation appears secondary to the desire to keep the information from the public.  The City Solicitor is a very experienced municipal attorney who should be well informed on the Open Meeting Law; the notice requirements, the the exceptions allowed for to hold executive sessions, and the requirement for timely minutes of executive sessions.

	Note This text field has a maximum of 500 characters: 1)Provide all executive session minutes previously withheld as soon as possible and going forward, provide timely minutes in accordance with the open meeting law unless a written explanation is provided by the City Solicitor as to why the minutes of a topic should not be released.
2)Make any discussions that took place in executive session that do not meet one of the ten exceptions immediately available
3)Give proper notice for future executive sessions: providing the subject and topics of discussion without full details that would be detrimental
4)The City Solicitor and President of the City Council attend and successfully complete a training on the open meeting law as it relates to Executive sessions of the City council.
5)The City Solicitor shall comply with the timely provision of minutes from executive sessions in coordination with the City Clerk


	Signed: Linda Vacon
	Date:  7/8/24


