
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
APRIL 2, 2024 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. Petition for Pole and Wire Locations.  The Holyoke Gas and Electric Department 
requests permission to locate a line of wires, cables, poles and fixtures, including the 
necessary sustaining and protecting fixtures, along and across the following public way 
or ways: 
One (1) street lgit hole between property line of 31 O'Connor Ave and 33 O'Connor Ave. 
Holyoke 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

COMMUNICATIONS 

2. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Preston Macy of 72 Shawmut Ave, to 
serve as a member of the Registrar of Voters.  Mr. Macy will serve a three-year term, 
expiring on March 31, 2027. 

3. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Liana Pasialis of 1081 Hamden St to 
serve as a member of the Commission on Disabilities.  Ms. Pasialis will serve a three-
year term, expiring March 2027. 

4. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Marlene Connor of 275 Southampton St. 
to serve as a member of the Commission on Disabilities.  Ms. Connor will serve a three-
year term, expiring March 2027. 

5. From City Clerk Brenna McGee and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, 
minutes from the March 19, 2024 meeting 

6. From Attorney Kathleen Degnan, legal opinion regarding context of "senior" 

7. From Board of Fire Commissioners, minutes from February 12, 2024 meeting 

PETITIONS 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

8. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City Council 
review and adopt the Mayor’s proposal for the city’s financial policies by ordinance. 
Recommended that the order be adopted, pending creation of the CAFO position. 

9. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua A. 
Garcia, emails providing feedback from various department heads in regards to financial 



policies manual 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

10. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order City of Holyoke Financial 
Policies Manual from Division of Local Services MA Department of Revenue. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

11. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order to add the position of City 
Engineer to the Ordinance under Schedule A, Grade 13. 
Recommended that the order be adopted, pending resolution of an open questions with 
regard to the union. 

12. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, FOUR THOUSAND SEVENTY AND 
10/100 Dollars ($4,070.10) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
12201-51105    FIREFIGHTER        $4,070.10 
        TOTAL:    $4,070.10 
TO: 
12201-51101    FIRE CHIEF         $4,070.10 
        TOTAL:    $4,070.10 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
  

13. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, EIGHTY SEVEN THOUSAND AND 
00/100 Dollars ($87,000) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
14101-51101    PAY-ENGINEER        $20,000 
14251-51106    PAY-PROP MAIN & DEMO        22,000 
14301-51103     PAY-REFUSE LABORER        20,000 
14251-51107    PAY- HIGHWAY LABORER        14,000 
16501-51106    PAY-HMEO PARKS        10,000 
16501-51106    PAY-HMEO PARKS        1,000 
        TOTAL:    $87,000 
TO: 
14102-53010    PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES        $20,000 
14252-52600    R&M STREETS        22,000 
14301-51300    PAY-REFUSE OVERTIME         20,000 
14221-51300    PAY-CITY PROPERTY OVERTIME         14,000 
16501-51300    PAY-PARKS OVERTIME         10,000 
14211-51300    PAY-ADMIN OVERTIME        1,000 
        TOTAL:    $87,000 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

14. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 



"EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF LABOR & WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT  WORKPLACE 
SAFETY GRANT, $11,000, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a 
Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of 
all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

15. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"MASSACHUSETTS OFFICE ON DISABILITY, $89,850, NO MATCH " grant and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting 
of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of 
said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

16. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order  that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, THIRTEEN THOUSAND THREE 
HUNDRED FORTY TWO AND 00/100 Dollars ($13,342) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
11411-51103    PRINCIPAL CLERK - ASSESSOR         $13,342 
        TOTAL:    $13,342 
TO: 
16912-52420    REPAIR & MAINTENANCE WISTARIAHURST        $13,342 
        TOTAL:    $13,342 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

17. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"Friends of City Hall" $10,000 donation and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or 
other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all 
resources associated with the administration of said donation. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 



generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted.  

18. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"MASS DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY RESOURCES GREEN COMMUNITIES 
COMPETITIVE GRANT, $197,404, NO MATCH "grant and authorizes the 
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts 
and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

19. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order  that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"FFY2023 MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY EMPG 
GRANT, $12,350, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or 
other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all 
resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

20. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, TWENTY ONE THOUSAND THREE 
HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($21,300) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
8811-10400    CAPITAL STABIZATION         $21,300 
        TOTAL:    $21,300 
TO: 
15412-52500    R&M BUILDINGS & GROUNDS         $21,300 
        TOTAL:    $21,300 
Recommended that the order be returned to the Auditor. 

21. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That the City of 
Holyoke, through its Honorable City Council and Honorable Mayor, hereby petitions the 



Massachusetts General Court to enact legislation “Establishing an Appointed Treasurer 
for the City of Holyoke” in the form set forth below; provided, however, that the General 
Court may reasonably vary the form and substance of the requested legislation within 
the scope of the general public objectives of this petition. 
 “An Act Establishing an Appointed Treasurer for the City of Holyoke” – This act 
proposes to change the City Treasurer from an elected position to an appointed one; 
the appointment will be made by the  Mayor, with approval of the City Council, for a 
term not to exceed five (5) years and qualifications for the position may be established 
by ordinance. If adopted, the Treasurer elected in the 2023 municipal election will fill the 
vacancy in the office for the remaining two (2) years, and a Treasurer will be appointed 
to the position following the expiration of that term in January 2026 or sooner if the 
office is vacated. 
 *Tabled 10-24-22, 7-17-23, referred back to committee 8-1-23 
Recommended that the order be referred to the Council without recommendation.  

22. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That the City of 
Holyoke, through its Honorable City Council and Honorable Mayor, hereby petitions the 
Massachusetts General Court to enact legislation “Establishing an Appointed Treasurer 
for the City of Holyoke” in the form set forth below; provided, however, that the General 
Court may reasonably vary the form and substance of the requested legislation within 
the scope of the general public objectives of this petition. “An Act Establishing an 
Appointed Treasurer for the City of Holyoke” – This act proposes to change the City 
Treasurer from an elected position to an appointed one; the appointment will be made 
by the City Council, for a term not to exceed five (5) years and qualifications for the 
position may be established by ordinance. If adopted, the Treasurer elected in the 2023 
municipal election will fill the vacancy in the office for the remaining two (2) years, and a 
Treasurer will be appointed to the position following the expiration of that term in 
January 2026 or sooner if the office is vacated. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

23. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the position of 
Chief Administrative and Financial Officer be created and added to Schedule A.   
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

24. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order RULE 6 
DECORUM section E add the words or city employees after the words “another 
member” 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

25. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the city 
charter be amended so that if there is a vacancy in the mayor's office and the president 
of the city council cannot assume the duties full time, the full council would then select 
another councilor to assume the role of acting mayor by majority vote of the 
council.  The acting mayor would still continue to represent their constituents as a 
councilor. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

26. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the honorable 
city council add the following committee: 



 Communications Committee 
 Senior citizen quality of life Committee 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

27. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the city 
solicitors office begin drafting a ballot question for next election cycle around marijuana 
Social consumption sites such as bars and cafes for residents to vote on next election 
cycle similar to the language below. “The sale of marijuana products, as those terms are 
defined in G.L. c.94G, 1, for consumption on the premises where sold, is permitted 
when the sale occurs at Restaurants, Bars, Cafes, or any establishment in which food 
or beverages are Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

28. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that committee 
chairs limit the amount of public hearings added to an agenda, It is not fair and 
undemocratic to have the public wait until 10:30 - 11:00 pm so they can be heard. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

29. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that Establish a 
City Council rule to allow one City Councilor to call for an end to debate on a 
spending/bonding issue with referral to the auditor to review the matter and report back 
to the City Council. This rule is in effect when debate continues for more than 30 
minutes, each City Councilor who wishes to be recognized has spoken and the matter 
has not yet been voted to approve or deny the motion. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

30. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order  that we add to 
our charter that if a councilor is absent from  full council meeting for more than 3 
consecutive meetings without written notice, their seat is considered open. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

31. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City 
Council create a rule where any candidate or elected official must disclose with the City 
Clerk’s office any federal or state litigation that may be pending related to the individual 
seeking or holding office.  The candidate or official should have the opportunity to 
include a written explanation of the offense and any mitigating circumstances. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

32. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that a fund be 
created to implement a series of studies rotating between city departments each year to 
study best practices and methods of implementation for improvement of processes. Our 
city should constantly be seeking to improve how the public is served and that requires 
regularly looking at internal Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

33. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That recall 
provisions be established for every elected official in the city. These provisions should 
be fair and equitable to allow citizens a path to recall but also protect the system from 
nuisances. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 



34. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that we create a 
ballot question asking if there should be a recall process for all elected officials. The 
question should include a recall process and the decision should be binding. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

35. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order From Mayor 
Joshua A. Garcia letter of VETO regarding the following order: that the City Council 
retain independent legal counsel to work with the City Council and legal department to 
review its rules and powers under the Charter, state law, city ordinances and its rules. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

36. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that city council 
rule 7b be amended to add to the end : that 10 minutes of response time will be allowed 
for councilors to address and answer questions or comments, no councilor shall have 
more than 2 minutes of response time. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

37. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order  With community 
support, order that a 30min public comment period be added to City Council meetings, 
in an effort to give the public a true platform in person, written, and/or remote as long as 
a remote option for council meetings exists. Consideration should be given to having 
meetings begin earlier in an effort to accommodate Holyoke residents and inspire 
participation. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

38. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That we consider 
a ballot question to determine if the term of office for mayor should be reduced to 2 
years, amid historically low voter turnout and pending administrative changes under 
consideration. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

39. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order Communication 
providing article on Juan Montano arrest 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

40. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the city 
council takes necessary steps towards imposing term limits for all elected officials. 
Maximum 5 terms per elected official.  
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

41. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That a new rule 
regarding proclamations be established: When a proclamation is issued by the City 
Council recognizing good citizenship of a person, it shall be withdrawn upon discovery & 
documentation of repeated criminal convictions (such as illegal guns and drugs). 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

42. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that RULE 8 
DECORUM/SPEAKING section C “ During debate, if objection is made thereto, no 
member shall speak more than twice to the same question without leave if the City 
Council, no more than once until all other members choosing to speak have 



spoken.  CHANGE: Delete the words “without leave of the Council” 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

43. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order RULE 7 AGENDA 
section ii Delete all the words after “The Pledge of Allegiance” 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 
    
       

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

44. Devine- ORDERED: that the Law Department render an opinion stating applicable 
law(s) or ordinances regarding obtaining petition signatures in public buildings or 
buildings maintained by the City of Holyoke.   

45. Devine- ORDERED that the attached letter from Chief David Pratt be added to the next 
agenda so that it may become part of the official record and be sent to the Finance 
Committee 

46. Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 
2024, TWENTY ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($21,300) 
as follows: 
 
FROM: 
8811-10400    CAPITAL STABILIZATION        $21,300 
        TOTAL:    $21,300 
TO: 
14222-52505    R&M BLDGS  - COUNCIL ON AGING        $21,300 
        TOTAL:    $21,300 

47. Devine- ORDER:  
 
WHEREAS:: Mass. General Law, Chapter 440, Section 5B authorizes a municipality to 
create a stabilization fund for a specified purpose and to appropriate amounts thereto, 
provided that such action is effective for at least three years and; 
 
WHEREAS: Chapter 77 of the General Acts of 2023 eliminated the minimum three year 
provision and authorizes a municipality to terminate a specialized stabilization fund at 
any time and; 
 
WHEREAS: the City of Holyoke,through its City Council, had voted in June, 2023 to 
create such a fund to accumulate revenue received from the Massachusetts Statewide 
Opioid Settlement and; 
 
WHEREAS; The City of Holyoke now wishes to terminate the Opioid Settlement 
Stabilization Fund and the dedication of revenues received from the settlement as 
authorized under Chapter 77 of the Acts of 2023.and to create a special revenue fund 
for ongoing opioid settlement revenues as authorized by the Department of Revenue 
(as per attached DOR  Bulletin-2023-7). 



 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED; 
 
The stabilization fund created in June, 2023 to receive opioid settlement funds and the 
dedication of any revenues thereto is hereby terminated as authorized by Chapter 77 of 
the Acts of 2023 and under MGL Chapter 40, Section 5B.  

48. Devine-Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 
2024, ONE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($150,000) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
12101-51103    CAPTAINS         $40,000 
12101-51117    DISPATCHERS        80,000 
12101-51920    QUINN BILL         30,000 
        TOTAL:    $150,000 
TO: 
19412-57630    CLAIMS & DAMAGES        $150,000 
        TOTAL:    $150,000 
  

49. Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 
2024, ONE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($150,000) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
12101-51103    CAPTAINS         $40,000 
12101-51117    DISPATCHERS        80,000 
12101-51920    QUINN BILL         30,000 
        TOTAL:    $150,000 
TO: 
19412-57630    CLAIMS & DAMAGES        $150,000 
        TOTAL:    $150,000 
  

50. Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 
2024, TWENTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($20,000) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
8815-10400    CANNABIS STABILIZATION        $20,000 
        TOTAL:    $20,000 
TO: 
19442-53005    CANNABIS - OPED LEGAL SERVICES        $20,000 
        TOTAL:    $20,000 
  

51. Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 
2024, TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE AND 34/100 
Dollars ($25,481.34) as follows: 
 
FROM: 



12101-51105    SERGEANTS        $10,493.16 
12101-51107    PATROLMEN        14,988.18 
        TOTAL:    $25,481.34 
TO: 
12101-51180    INJURED ON DUTY         $25,481.34 
        TOTAL:    $25,481.34 
  

52. Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 
2024, SEVEN THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED FORTY FIVE AND 96/100 Dollars 
($7,145.96) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
8811-10400    CAPITAL STABILIZATION         $7,145.96 
        TOTAL:    $7,145.96 
TO: 
14222-52502    R&M CITY HALL        $7,145.96 
        TOTAL:    $7,145.96 

53. Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 
2024, EIGHT THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($8,000) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
16101-51103    REFERENCE LIBRARIAN        $8,000 
        TOTAL:    $8,000 
TO: 
16101-51112    FINANCIAL MANAGER         $8,000 
        TOTAL:    $8,000 
  

54. Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 
2024, EIGHT THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($8,000) as follows: 
 
FROM: 
16101-51103    REFERENCE LIBRARIAN        $8,000 
        TOTAL:    $8,000 
TO: 
16101-51112    FINANCIAL MANAGER         $8,000 
        TOTAL:    $8,000 
  

55. Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "PLYMOUTH PAPER DONATION, 12 PALLETS -
ASSORTED PAPER GOODS, ESTIMATED VALUE $23,882, " and authorizes the 
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts 
and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said donation. 
  



56. Devine- Ordered, that the amount of ONE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED TWENTY SIX 
AND 29/100 Dollars ($1,126.29) be authorized from the TREASURER Department's 
R&M OFFICE EQUIPMENT  (11452-52400) appropriation in fiscal year 2024 for 
services rendered in fiscal year 2023 which were unencumbered at the 2023 fiscal year 
end. 
  

57. Givner- With community support, order that the law department provide stat of pothole 
claims over last 10 years along with percentage of claims approved and denied. 

58. Givner- With community support, that the chief of police supply a written or in person 
update on what steps have been taken to address traffic concerns in Holyoke, 
especially in wards 1,2,3,4, & 6, as REQUIRED by to our city's Ordinance:Sec. 50-42. - 
Traffic squad—Designation and training of members. 
 
The chief of police shall designate six members and such additional members as may 
from time to time be required to act as traffic officers. Such members shall receive and 
be given thorough and adequate training in the regulation and direction of traffic, in 
accordance with a uniform and recognized standard. 

59. Givner- With community support, order that $15 pothole claims fee be reduced to $0 to 
reflect practices of neighboring cities and towns. Charging a fee to residents for a 
service paid for by taxes seems redundant. Introduced by ordinance in 2018, this 
nominal fee generates +/- $400 annually.  

60. Magrath-Smith- Ordered, that City Council rule 10.C be revisited in discussion. 
 
C. City Council shall appoint a Youth Ambassador to the City Council. The term shall 
last  one year starting July 1 to June 30. Appointees shall only be Eligible to serve one 
term.  Individuals eligible for this position must be a Holyoke Resident, enrolled in a 
local high  school or equivalent program and be in the range of 15 to 17 years of age. 
The Youth ambassador shall be required to attend all full City Council meetings and 
may  attend any subcommittee meetings. As well as: 
Be allowed to speak during public comment period  
Attend all regular meetings of the City Council and whichever subcommittee 
Meetings  they would like  
Give a “Youth Ambassador Report” at the beginning of the first meeting of every 
month  updating the Council about the Youth Community, Positive Or Negative (Similar 
to the  Presidents Report)   
Request that a City Councilor file an order to give a proclamation to a young Person 
or  someone who works with City youth  
Sit in Council Chambers and assist the Administrative Assistant during Full 
Council  Meetings and any Subcommittee Meetings   
Attend Youth related events on behalf of the City Council   
Meet with Youth in other Municipalities   
Sit at the committee table during regular meetings   
 
Selection Process: Opening for Youth Ambassador position shall be posted for 2-3 
Weeks.  Youths will apply through their Guidance Counselor who will then screen the 



applicants and  forward qualified resumes to the City Council. All qualifying Candidates 
will be interviewed by Public Service and Human Resources Committee and provide 
two letters of  recommendation. First candidate to reach eight votes by full Council shall 
get the position.  Individual chosen for position is subject to removal upon two thirds 
Vote of the City Council. 

61. Magrath-Smith- Ordered, that a Home Rule Petition be filed with amendments to the 
City Charter as required for consistency with state law, pertaining to our city's 
restructuring of municipal finance.  

62. Magrath-Smith- Ordered, that City Council rule 10.D  be revisited in discussion. D. 
Every month the City Council invite in a Holyoke School Student to lead in the Pledge 
of  Allegiance. 

63. Magrath-Smith- Ordered, that the Legal Department clarify the meaning of "senior 
member" as related to City Council rules 3B and 8D. 

64. Magrath-Smith-Ordered, that City Council Rule 7B be amended to allow speakers 
during Public Comment to speak for up to 3 minutes. The current rule allows for up to 
ten speakers to each speak for 1.5 minutes. 

65. Magrath-Smith- Ordered, that all Charter references to an Assistant Superintendent of 
Public Works be updated to Assistant Director of Public Works. 
  

66. Magrath-Smith- Ordered, that the City Council adopt the provisions of MGL Chapter 
43C for the purpose of changing the position of Treasurer from elected to appointed. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Addendum: 
Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 
beginning of the next regular meeting. 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 
discussed at the meeting.   

Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 

 
   

   
 City Clerk 

  
 


