S S -

©

10.

11.
12.

13.

AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL
MARCH 19, 2024

PUBLIC HEARING

PUBLIC COMMENT

LAID ON THE TABLE

COMMUNICATIONS

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy McGee and Admin. Assistant, minutes from the
February 20, 2024, meeting, plus communication from Admin Assistant Jeffery
Anderson-Burgos

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy McGee and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos,
meeting minutes from the March 6, 2024 meeting

From City Auditor Tanya Wdowiak, Holyoke, MA Financial Statements 22 - Final
From City Auditor Tanya Wdowiak, Holyoke, MA Management Letter 22 - Final

From City Auditor Tanya Wdowiak, Holyoke, MA Independent Auditor's Reports
From Alicia Zoeller, FY2024 CDBG Allocation recommendations and Resolution

From Holyoke Economic Development and Industrial Corp, February 1, 2024 meeting
minutes

From Board of Public Work, communication regarding City Engineer position
From Eversource, notification of applying herbicides

From Commonwealth of MA Department of Environmental Protection, Notice for
Holyoke Water Works to acquire certain lands or rights

From Stephen Superba, Open Meeting Law Complaint Form

From Melissa Lafond, communication regarding speed hump petition from September
28, 2022

PETITIONS

Petition of Tai W. Kang for a renewal of a Second Hand License at 311 High St.
Holyoke

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the position of Crime
Analyst be created and added to Ordinance Schedule A.
Recommended that the order be adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order With support from the
city's Veterans Benefit Department, that the City Council update its ordinances to
provide free municipal parking for veterans that have an official Veteran License Plate.
Recommended that the order be adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order That a stipend be added
to Ordinance Salary Schedule C for $10,000.00 for the duties associated with Assistant
Director of Public Works.

The additional duties for the Asst Director are as outlined in city ordinance Section 2-
231 which outlines several responsibilities beyond the engineering tasks assigned.
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an
order From Alicia Zoeller, Administrator Office of Community Development, FY2024
CDBG Spreadsheet and Proposal Book

Recommended that the allocation recommendations and the resolution accepting the
home funds be adopted.

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred
an order From Erin Linville, Holyoke Public Schools, Erin Linville, HPS - School
Rezoning Update

Recommended that the order has been complied with.

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred
an order From Anthony Soto, Superintendent of Holyoke Public Schools letter re:
Petition the MA DESE to release the City of Holyoke from State Receivership.
Recommended that the order has been complied with.

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred
an order From Jeffrey C Riley, Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education,
Receipt of petition to end receivership.

Recommended that the order has been complied with.

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred
an order Holyoke Mayor Joshua A. Garcia’s response To Education Commissioner
Riley’s message On Holyoke’s Schools’ receivership

Recommended that the order has been complied with.

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred
an order that Someone who is in charge of Shool Buses ,to come in an explain to
parents, why kids not getting busses and if they ever going to get them.
Recommended that the order has been complied with.

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred
an order That the Joint Committee on City Council and School Committee review and
respond to the Receivership response from Commissioner Riley & the Holyoke High &
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

District 23-24 District Report Card that was released by Mass DESE. Documents
attached.
Recommended that the order has been complied with.

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred
an order Referred from the School Committee - Update re: Purchase of 225 High Street
Recommended that the order has been complied with.

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS

Murphy-Romboletti- Ordered that the City Council invite the Mayor, Police Department
and relevant financial department heads to a future meeting of the Finance Committee
to provide an update on the status of the off-duty police account and former vendor Off-
Duty Blue.

Devine- Ordered, that the Law Department render an opinion as to whether the current
CPA ballot question in the Finance Committee that reduces the % from 1.5% to 1.0% be
placed on the November ballot after the City Council voted 8-5 NOT to reduce the %
from 1.5% to 1%.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year
2024, TWO THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN AND 22/100 Dollars
($2,457.22) as follows:

FROM:

12201-51105 FIREFIGHTERS $2,457.22
TOTAL: $2,457.22

TO:

12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY $2,457.22
TOTAL: $2,457.22

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year
2024, THIRTY THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SEVEN AND 37/100 Dollars ($30,107.37)
as follows:

FROM:

12101-51105 SERGEANTS $10,493.16

12101-51107 PATROLMEN 19,614.21
TOTAL: $30,107.37

TO:

12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY $30,107.37
TOTAL: $30,107.37

Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council
hereby accepts the provisions of the "EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF LABOR &
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT WORKPLACE SAFETY GRANT, $11,000, NO
MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate
for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the
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30.

31.

32.

administration of said grant.

Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting

Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant,
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city
council's next agenda.

Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council
hereby accepts the provisions of the "FFY2023 MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT AGENCY EMPG GRANT, $12,350, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes
the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the
receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said
grant.

Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting

Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant,
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city
council's next agenda.

Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council
hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASSACHUSETTS OFFICE ON DISABILITY,
$89,850, NO MATCH " grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other
method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources
associated with the administration of said grant.

Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting

Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant,
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city
council's next agenda.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year
2024, TWENTY ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($21,300)
as follows:

FROM:

8811-10400 CAPITAL STABIIZATION $21,300
TOTAL: $21,300

TO:

15412-52500 R&M BUILDINGS & GROUNDS $21,300
TOTAL: $21,300
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33.

34.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year
2024, EIGHTY SEVEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($87,000) as follows:

FROM:
14101-51101
14251-51106
14301-51103
14251-51107
16501-51106
16501-51106
TOTAL:
TO:
14102-53010
14252-52600
14301-51300
14221-51300
16501-51300
14211-51300
TOTAL:

PAY-ENGINEER $20,000

PAY-PROP MAIN & DEMO 22,000
PAY-REFUSE LABORER 20,000
PAY- HIGHWAY LABORER 14,000
PAY-HMEO PARKS 10,000

PAY-HMEO PARKS
$87,000

1,000

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES
R&M STREETS 22,000
PAY-REFUSE OVERTIME 20,000
PAY-CITY PROPERTY OVERTIME
PAY-PARKS OVERTIME 10,000
PAY-ADMIN OVERTIME 1,000
$87,000

$20,000

14,000

Magrath-Smith- Ordered, that the City Council review for approval the FY24 projects
recommended for funding by the Holyoke Community Preservation Act Committee

(CPAC).

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Addendum:

Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the

beginning of the next regular meeting.

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be

discussed at the meeting.

Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be

brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law

City Clerk
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

February 20, 2024

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:03 PM

The Clerk called the roll. Present Members in person 12 (Anderson-Burgos, Bartley, Devine, Givner,
Greaney, Jourdain, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, |. Rivera, J. Rivera, Sullivan, Vacon). Present Members
on Zoom 1 (Magrath-Smith).

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be
applicable to all motions to receive, to refer items to committee, remove items from the table, place items
on the table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules, unless there is an
objection.

The name of Councilor Devine was pulled to head the roll call voting.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Daphne Board, 197 Pine Street, stated that she was against agenda item 2, which would put a reduction
of CPA on the ballot. She then stated that she watched the last Council meeting and heard a lot of
misinformation and manipulation of numbers and this brought her right back to the outright lies printed on
mailers from the No on 5/ anti-CPA committee. She added that back in October 2016, voters were lied to
about the automatic exemption of $100k in property value and were told "there are no automatic
exemptions. You must apply every year!!" She emphasized that this was on the mailer. She also noted
that the mailer stated that “Town[s] are told the towns get matching funds from the State CPA Coalition,
but the State's share drops over the mandatory 5 year period." She added that this was also not true, but
was still on the anti-CPA campaign website, along with "agenda 21" conspiracy theories and a slam
against more "low income housing". She then suggested that two weeks ago, a councilor misrepresented
how much we get for CPA and where it actually comes from. She added that the amount collected locally
hasn't doubled in five years. She further suggested that the councilor took the 2018 local amount only and
compared it to last year and said it had doubled because of property values rising, adding that she did not
believe this was accurate. She then stated that the state match adds a lot to the amount the city collects.
She then suggested that the city should be happy that the state gave the city almost $220,000 the
previous year for being part of this program, asking “isn't that why we're in this?” She then asked why the
numbers needed to be manipulated or if the voters deserved to be lied to.

Councilor Bartley raised a point of order. He then suggested that the prior speaker was suggesting that
the Law Department, as the department that reviews the language of ballot questions, lied.

Mary Hurley, 72 Lower Westfield Road, stated that there was an ongoing issue with disposal pickup as a
violation of ordinance section 38. She thanked Councilor Vacon and Councilor Bartley for their help in
trying to get a company to stop violating the ordinance, noting that pickup was occurring between 4-4:30

1
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a.m. She noted that this should not take place between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. She then explained that the
issue was twice referred to the Law Department and a response was to be received by that evening's
meeting. She then explained that the first incident had been on July 31st at Valley Springs, about 350-400
feet from their residence. She questioned what the delay was.

Linda Pratt, 39 St. Kolbe Drive, quoted from a statement at the last City Council meeting, "when this
started, it collected approximately $450,000 a year. Through no change in the percentage, the amount
collected has now doubled in that period of time, not because the percentage increase but because the
values of homes have increased." She then stated that the state's website, CommunityPreservation.org,
Holyoke's taxpayers had contributed $497,814 to the CPA in 2018. She added that the figure was
$592,314 in 2023. She emphasized that this was an increase of less than $100,000. She added that
additional funding had come from the state. She recognized that property taxes had gone up due to rising
values but the amount collected for the CPA surcharge had not doubled. She then suggested that if the
question was to be put on the ballot, the public should be given accurate information.

Nathan Chung, 192 Walnut Street, stated that he intended to attend in person but chose to stay home
due to gunshots in the area. He then expressed a hope that the city would come up with solutions to
prevent gunshots rather than reacting after they occur. He then suggested that if the CPA question was
put on the ballot as a cost-saving measure, including actual numbers explaining how much people would
expect to save would be helpful. He noted that with the current median value of homes in Holyoke being
$236,800, the average homeowner would expect to pay around $39 for CPA after taking out the first
$100,000 of value. He added that the reduction would bring that bill down to $26 a year. He asked that
this information be put on the ballot.

Councilor Bartley raised a point of order. He then expressed frustration with the rhetoric. He then
emphasized that the Law Department was the department that would be writing the ballot question and
putting together the summary. He suggested that they focus their efforts at that department instead of
casting aspersions at the Council.

LAID ON THE TABLE

(10:20)

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 8 out of order.

From Sean Mangano, Executive Director of Finance, "Permission for the Superintendent of Schools to
submit Statements of Interest to the MA School Building Authority for invitation into the Accelerated
Repair Program for potential roof replacements at the Holyoke High, Kelly, Sullivan, McMahon and
Donahue Schools."

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Whitney Anderson,
Maintenance Administrator for Holyoke Public Schools, to address the Council.
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W. Anderson stated that this was a non-appropriation resolution in regard to 5 school building
improvement projects. He explained that the School Department acts as the City Council's agent in these
matters. He then stated that this authorization would allow him to file statements of interest to seek
initiation into the state program with an annual application process. He added that once the invitation is
approved, the Council would then be able to study the opportunity depending on what is allowed to be
considered and what the costs would be. He emphasized that there was not yet any approval of cost
needed.

Councilor Jourdain asked Mr. Anderson to explain the 5 votes.

W. Anderson stated that there were 5 individual votes, noting that every job had freestanding authority to
be acted on by the School Building Authority. He then explained that it was in their best interest to submit
as many applications as possible to see if they would be invited into the program. He also explained that
this would come with an 80% reimbursement. He then stated that the 5 votes followed his looking at the
age of the roofs at Holyoke High School, Kelly School, Sullivan School, McMahon School, and Donahue
were all eligible for reimbursement, with each one requiring a separate vote.

Councilor Greaney emphasized that these had been ongoing problems for many years. He then asked
what percentage the city would get back from the state.

W. Anderson stated that they were accelerated repair programs offered by the state. He noted that they
were no longer allowing boilers to be submitted. He then explained that the three eligible programs were
windows and doors, exterior doors, and roofs, all at an 80% reimbursement.

Councilor Sullivan stated that he attended the basketball game at the high school the previous night, and
observed the deplorable conditions the stairs were in. He asked if those would qualify under this program.

W. Anderson stated that repairs were on their radar for those stairs.

Councilor Sullivan asked if they would qualify.

W. Anderson stated that they would not as part of this program. He then stated that when the high school
was renovated in 2011, a portion of the staircase was replaced as well as all of the guardrails. He further
explained that smaller projects like that did not qualify.

Motion was made and seconded to approve all 5.

President Murphy-Romboletti read from the language of the vote for:

"Resolved: Having convened in an open meeting on February 20, 2024, prior to the SOl submission
closing date, the City Council of Holyoke, in accordance with its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has
voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School Building Authority the
Statement of Interest Form dated February 28, 2024 for the Holyoke High School 210 Whiting Farms Rd.
(also Kelly School, Sullivan School, McMahon School, Donahue School) which describes and explains
the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for which an application may be submitted to the
Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future. Priority #5 - Replacement, renovation or
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modernization of school facility systems, such as roofs, windows, boilers, heating and ventilation systems,
to increase energy conservation and decrease energy related costs in a school facility; and hereby
further specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts
School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the
awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building Authority,
or commits the City of Holyoke to filing an application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building
Authority."

---> Received and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent O.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up Late File A out of order.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024,
SEVENTEEN THOUSAND NINETY FIVE AND 00/100 Dollars ($17,095) as follows:

FROM:

12402-53010 CONTRACTED SERVICES-BUILDING/CODES $17,095

TOTAL: $17,095

TO:

12401-51110 LOCAL INSPECTOR $17,095

TOTAL: $17,095

To the City Council:

| hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Monday,
February 20, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor Devine stated that this transfer would allow the Building Department to hire a new inspector,
adding that the funds were there for the position.

Councilor Vacon noted that rules had to be suspended to take final action on the same night for a late file.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take final action.

Councilor Jourdain expressed support as it was budget neutral and coming from within the department's
budget. He added that it was consistent with the salary paid to the former employee in this position. He
emphasized that they were looking to extend an offer to someone but had to wait for this to be approved.

Councilor Vacon expressed support for this, noting that it was better to have someone in the department
on a regular basis rather than relying on outside contractors.

Councilor Greaney asked if the $17,000 was full salary or partial.
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Councilor Jourdain stated that it was just for this fiscal year.

Councilor I. Rivera asked if that meant starting from now or the whole fiscal year.

Councilor Jourdain stated that it started from now.
---> Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 13--Nays O--
Absent 0.

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if item 1 should remain laid on the table.

Councilor Givner stated that it should. She then stated that she had contacted HG&E and understood that
a pole petition would need to be done.

Givner- With community support, order that a street light be installed between 31 and 33 O'Connor Ave
on the odd side of the street. There have been multiple vehicle break ins here. A light would provide
pedestrian safety and deter vehicle break ins on this very dark section of the street.

-Ordinance / Copy to DPW

---> Laid on the table.

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 2 from the table.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the ballot question approved by the City
Council be placed on the ballot on November 4, 2024 as referenced in the 9/26/23 decision by Judge
Mulqueen.

Ballot Question

Shall the City of Holyoke amend the current Community Preservation Act real estate surcharge, as
established in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts General
Laws, and which amendment of such surcharge is permissible pursuant to Section 16 of Chapter 44B of
the Massachusetts General Laws, and approved by its legislative body, from 1.5% to 1.0%, a summary of
which appears below?

(with revised dates)

8

Community Preservation Act Ballot Question and Draft Summary Ballot Question

Shall the City of Holyoke amend the current Community Preservation Act real estate surcharge, as
established in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts General
Laws, and which amendment of such surcharge is permissible pursuant to Section 16 of Chapter 44B of
the Massachusetts General Laws, and approved by its legislative body,from 1.5% to 1.0%, a summary of
which appears below?

Summary of Question

On October 3, 2023, the City Council voted, without taking a position, to place a question on the ballot
which will allow voters to reduce the current Community Preservation Act real estate surcharge from 1.5%
to 1.0%.. The question will be approved, and the real estate surcharge shall be so reduced, if a majority
of the voters voting on the ballot question vote “yes”. The question will not be approved, and the real
estate surcharge shall remain the same, if a majority of the voters voting on the ballot question vote “no”
On November 8, 2016, the voters of the City of Holyoke voted to accept Sections 3 to 7 of Chapter 44B,
known as the Community Preservation Act (hereinafter referred to as the “Act™). By accepting the Act, a

5
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funding source was established to enable the City of Holyoke to: (1) acquire, create and preserve open
space, which includes land for parks, playgrounds and athletic fields; (2) acquire, preserve and
rehabilitate historic resources such as historic community buildings and artifacts; and (3) acquire, create,
and preserve and support community housing to help local families meet their housing needs. By
accepting the Act, a surcharge of 1.5% was assessed on real estate on an annual basis beginning in
Fiscal Year 2018. Exempted from the surcharge are: (1) property owned and occupied as a domicile by
any person who would qualify for low income housing or low or moderate income senior housing in the
City of Holyoke, as defined in Section 2 of the Act; (2) $100,000 of the value of each taxable parcel of
residential real property; and (3) $100,000 of the value of each taxable parcel of class three, commercial
property, and class four, industrial property as defined in section 2A of said chapter 59. A taxpayer
receiving a regular property tax abatement or exemption will also receive a pro rata reduction in the
surcharge. Any taxpayer seeking a low income or senior exemption shall apply for said exemption
annually to the City of Holyoke.

Recommended that the order be adopted.

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor Vacon stated that if this was adopted to put on the ballot, the dates in the summary would need
to change to reflect the current date.

Councilor Givner expressed her understanding that the Law Department had information to share.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Atty Degnan to address the
Council.

Atty Degnan stated that during the Finance Committee discussion, she expressed concern as to whether
this had been correctly the first time and any related liability that could cause, later determining there was
not liability. She then explained that she then received questions which led the department to seek out the
language of the actual vote the first time around. She then noted that her first opinion was that the
Council first had to vote on the reduction and then vote to place it on the ballot. She then stated that she
was told it wasn't done that way. She then stated that a lot of meetings took place on this, with a lot of
work done, and watched discussion in one DGR meeting where the committee approved the 1.5%
surcharge. She then explained that the DGR report containing the 1.5% surcharge as well as the ballot
question were then adopted at the next City Council meeting. She then explained that while questions
came up around the language that stated, "without taking a position," the language was in the summary
and not in the questions itself. She then emphasized that the statute regulated what the question had to
be, the Council could put anything it wanted to in the summary. She then expressed her opinion that it
was done right the first time. She then explained that this would have to be done the same way as the
first time, voting on the surcharge reduction and then voting on the ballot question.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that while it seemed the opposite of what he previously thought, it now made
sense after being broken down. He added that he had been under the impression the Council never voted
on taking a position. He then suggested that the same steps were not being taken this time.

Atty Degnan stated that it was in terms of the vote.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that it would be if the Council took a vote on the surcharge.
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Councilor Devine asked to clarify that two votes would be taken, one to reduce the CPA and then another
for the ballot question.

Atty Degnan stated that it would. She then explained that when it was done before, they voted on the rate
and the ballot question at the same time, but it had to be clear the vote was for both.

Councilor Devine stated that the Finance Committee voted to send it out of committee but without a
recommendation. She then stated that she was originally against the CPA when it was first done but had
since seen the great things it had done and would be voting against the reduction.

Councilor Jourdain clarified that just one vote was taken in June of 2016. He then recalled that Council
reviewed what the DOR (Department of Revenue) approved. He then expressed that the public needed to
be allowed to vote, echoing his position when this issue came up in 2016. He added that some felt their
taxes had been going up too much, noting that the levy had increased from $28 million in 1999 to $63
million currently. He also stated that the CPA had done lots of great work and many noble things had
come out of it. He then suggested that it was not on the Council to decide that the public shouldn't get to
vote. He then stated that the amount collected had nearly doubled since it started. He then clarified that
he had not argued that it was exclusively through property taxes that it went up. He then suggested that if
this was reduced, it would then be comparable to the original amount taken. He then suggested that while
the Council would be taking a vote to support the reduction to 1%, the summary could still contain the
language that the Council was not taking a position.

Atty Degnan stated that it could be done that way, emphasizing that the statute did not regulate what was
done in the summary.

Councilor Jourdain stated that the language should be kept the same way, adding that the vote on the
reduction was just a procedural step.

Councilor Vacon asked if the language in the order, other than the dates, was correct.

Atty Degnan stated that the language could be kept in the summary. She then stated that the ballot
question in the order, which read, "Shall the City of Holyoke amend the current Community Preservation
Act real estate surcharge, as established in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 44B of
the Massachusetts General Laws, and which amendment of such surcharge is permissible pursuant to
Section 16 of Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts General Laws, and approved by its legislative body,

from 1.5% to 1.0%, a summary of which appears below," is what was done last time. She reiterated that
this is okay.

Councilor Vacon stated that she just wanted to verify that the language being discussed was the same as
last time.

Atty Degnan reiterated that she also wanted to be sure there was no liability and was confident there was
none.

Councilor Vacon asked to confirm that the language did not need to be changed.
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Atty Degnan stated that the Council just had to make sure it voted for the reduction.

Councilor Vacon stated that was done the first time by voting on the rate and the question.

Atty Degnan stated that it was done together, which was fine as long as it was clear that the rate was
being voted on. She noted that in 2016, this topic was discussed. She also reiterated that the DGR report
included the ballot question and the rate.

Councilor Vacon stated that 1% rate was a compromise worked out in the Finance Committee last year
and presented to Council. She then stated that it was the same thing presented this year after the mayor
vetoed it due to disagreement with the timing of the vote. She added that he already indicated that he
would allow it to move forward once the Council votes on it. She then suggested that however people
take the vote, the Council would not be taking a position. She also stated that a citywide petition was
submitted from citizens asking for this question to be put on the ballot.

Councilor Greaney stated that he was able to get information from the Auditor on all of the historic
preservation, open space, recreation, and affordable housing projects that the CPA funded from 2018 to
2023. He then suggested that the public see the information so that they can make informed decisions.
He added that the information was broken down by ward. He also stated that the Auditor provided records
which showed the total revenue of the CPA to date was $4,417,923, the total expenses were $2,798,040,
the total authorized grants were $3,369,979, the reserved for expenditures was $571,939, leaving
$1,047,944 in available cash. He then expressed his support for putting it on the ballot.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos noted that the item on the agenda had two parts. He then asked to clarify that
it was okay to take one vote on both items.

Atty Degnan stated that in 2016, the 1.5% was voted on and the rate was voted on by the City Council,
followed by a vote on the ballot question. She then stated that they had two documents but took them up
together. She then reiterated that the Council had to take a vote on the reduction of the rate and then
approve the ballot question.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that it sounded like two votes had to be taken on one agenda item.

Atty Degnan stated that is what happened the last time, adding that they had two reports that were both
taken up, and they accepted the two reports.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos asked if the body was legally required to take one vote for the ballot question
and one vote for the rate change. He emphasized that this was one order.

Atty Degnan stated that the body had to. She then stated that while the reduction was in the ballot
question, the Council had to take a vote on the reduction before a vote on the ballot question, which was
what was done before.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos asked if they did it correctly.
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Atty Degnan stated that they did. She added that the law required the legislative body to accept the
statute by setting the surcharge. She then stated that the Council accepted the CPA by setting the rate in
2016, and then they approved the ballot question. She then suggested that the confusion in this case was
that the statute was already accepted, but that a vote had to be taken to reduce the rate.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos emphasized that he promised that he would support putting it on the ballot
this term, and he planned to keep his promise. He then expressed frustration with flyers that were sent
out by the group, Let's Keep Holyoke Affordable, that had false information. He further explained that
among the statements on the flyer, it stated "the CPA is a tax on homeowners, the CPA is bad for
business, the CPA requires funding for more low-income housing," noting that this was similar to a
statement made by a councilor about section 8 housing at a recent Taxpayers Association event. He
added that the flyer also stated that "there are no automatic exemptions. You must apply every year." He
then suggested that this was a lie. He then suggested that if a councilor wanted to keep their integrity,
they shouldn't 'side with a group like this that was feeding lies to the community. He then asked that
rather than spending energy on damaging something that was benefiting the community, councilors
should spend their time trying to build the community.

Councilor Magrath-Smith noted that the first line of the summary stated that the Council was not taking a
position. She then asked if taking a vote on the reduction was taking a position.

Atty Degnan stated that was how it was done last time. She then explained that the DOR did not say the
Council could not do that. She further explained that as the summary was not set by statute, the Council
could put those things in there.

Councilor Devine asked what would happen if the Council voted against the 1%.

Atty Degnan stated that nothing would happen and it would not get on the ballot, emphasizing the Council
had to vote to approve the surcharge to put it on the ballot.

Councilor Greaney stated that this was a business decision for the residents and the information was
available for the residents to get.

Councilor Jourdain suggested that both parts be done in one vote, emphasizing that the adoption of the
rate was procedural to allow the question to get to the ballot because it would only be approved subject to
the votes of the residents. He added that the language in the summery would make clear the Council
would be neutral and not taking a position. He then sought to clarify that at the Taxpayers Association
meeting, no councilors said anything disparaging but were complimentary about the Housing Authority
and their mission. He noted that his only question was to be sure that Holyoke was getting its fair share of
Section 8 housing.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that while he was hearing that the question was hashed out in the DGR
Committee in 2016, and then went to the full Council for a vote to put it on the ballot. He then stated that
he had not heard the Council voted for the rate.

Atty Degnan stated that they did.
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Councilor I. Rivera asked if they did that at full Council or in DGR.

Atty Degnan stated that DGR set the rate and then the full Council adopted that rate.

Councilor I. Rivera asked how DGR could set the rate on its own.

Atty Degnan stated that full Council voted to adopt it, noting that the full Council could have voted not to
accept it. She then reiterated that the Council voted to adopt the rate and the ballot question.

Councilor I. Rivera suggested that it sounded like the vote for the rate was done in the committee and not
at full Council.

Atty Degnan stated that the rate was in the committee report when the Council voted to accept it.

Councilor I. Rivera asked if they voted to put it on the ballot at the same time with the same rate.

Atty Degnan stated that it was written to accept the rate and to accept the ballot question, adding that
they didn’t' separate it out but did the same thing. She then explained that in this case, the Council was
not accepting the statute but trying to reduce the rate.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that it sounded like that wasn't done the first time, but that two things were done
in one vote while now the Council was being asked to do two separate things.

Atty Degnan stated that it was clear what they did the first time. She then explained that the committee
report set the rate and put the question on the ballot, and it was done all at the same time.

Councilor I. Rivera suggested that were engaging in smoke and mirrors but throwing out numbers and
data but leaving out some facts in order to push out a narrative. He then suggested that while councilors
were agreed on putting the question on the ballot, it wasn't as clear that the process was being done the
right way.

Councilor Sullivan asked to confirm that what was done the first time was done correctly.

Atty Degnan stated that it was.

Councilor Sullivan recalled that when this was done the first time, the committee had a choice from 0.5%
to 3% and chose to pick something in the middle. He added that there were several meetings and public
hearing, discussion of getting more from the state at a higher percentage or not getting anything below a
certain percentage and found that 1.5% was getting a fair amount from the state. He then noted that he
was against it, it passed, and now he was an advocate for it.

10
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Councilor Magrath-Smith asked if the Council would be in favor of amending the summary to allow for
more clarity in terms of the outcome, specifically what the average single family homeowner was paying
and what they would save with the reduction.

Atty Degnan stated that while it could be done, it should indicate what the rate would be, what the
exemptions would be and who they would apply to. She then asked if the suggestion was to show what
the impact would be on taxpayers.

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that the goal of putting the question on the ballot was to give taxpayers a
chance to lower their taxes so it made sense that they understood what they were voting for. She
suggested that many voters may not be clear what 1.5% meant for them.

Atty Degnan stated that the information should be accurate but she was unclear where that would be
located.

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that she was able to get the information from the Tax Collector's office.

Atty Degnan asked if the suggestion was to put the information on the ballot summary.

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that it was.

Atty Degnan stated that she would like to look at it first before determining if it could go on there, noting
that the statute dd not address this question.

Councilor Vacon expressed concern that this was becoming too far afield, emphasizing that if this
information for homeowners was put into the summary, there would also need to be information for
business owners who were more impacted economically. She added that to be fair, the status of the CPA
account and how it would be impacted would also need to be included. She then expressed faith that
voters could figure out how this would affect them. She also suggested that the summary was to provide
information and not to make an argument one way or the other. She then called for the vote to be taken.

Councilor I. Rivera asked if this would be one vote or two.

Atty Degnan suggested that there first be a vote to take a vote on the reduction from 1.5% to 1.0%.

Councilor Jourdain made a motion to adopt the reduction and adopt the language of the ballot question.
Councilor Vacon seconded the motion.

Councilor Devine suggested that there should be one vote on the percentage and then a vote on the
ballot question, noting that the whole thing fails if the percentage questioned failed.

Councilor Vacon stated that the motion in order would include the question.

11

Page 16 of 247



Atty Degnan stated that the motion was in order, emphasizing that there had to be a vote on accepting
the rate and then accepting the ballot question. He then explained that while she was saying there were
two issues that needed to be voted on, both could be done in one vote.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that there was a motion prior to that.

Councilor Devine clarified that there was a motion to vote on the rate, and then vote on the ballot question
depending on what happens with the first vote.

Councilor Greaney noted that if the Council voted on the rate, it was taking a position. He added that the
object was to not take a position.

Councilor Jourdain noted that Councilor Devine's motion to take the votes separately was not seconded,
and that the motion to combine the votes was seconded and recognized by the Chair.

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if the intent was to take one vote or two.

Councilor Jourdain stated that it would be one vote, as long as both elements are clear in the motion.

Councilor Vacon asked Atty Degnan to ensure that the motion was in order.

Atty Degnan stated that as long as both elements are voted on, they can be voted on at the same time or
separated.

Councilor Jourdain noted that the only change was changing October 3, 2023 to the current date.

President Murphy-Romboletti added that the date of the election would be changed from November 4,
2024 to November 5, 2024.

Councilor Ocasio asked to clarify that if she had to pick one of the options when she voted.

Councilor Jourdain stated that it would be all in one vote.

Councilor I. Rivera raised a point of order, questioning that some councilors could suggest one way to do
it and everyone had to go along. He suggested that it could also be done in two votes.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that a motion was made and seconded, and that was how she was
proceeding.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Denied on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-
-Yeas 6 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Sullivan, Vacon)--Nays 7--Absent 0.

Motion was made and seconded to reconsider the previous action.
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Councilor Greaney raised a point of order, asking if democracy was allowing people to vote.

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if that was a point of order.
---> Laid on the table.

COMMUNICATIONS

(1:26:25)

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Ms. Gladys Lebron-Martinez of 224 Elm St. Holyoke to
serve as a Commissioner on the Holyoke Housing Authority. Mr. Lebron-Martinez will service a five-year
term, expiring on April 1, 2029.

---> Received and appointment confirmed.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 4 and 7 as a package.

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy McGee and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, minutes from the
February 6, 2024 meeting
---> Received and Adopted.

From HEDIC, meeting minutes from December 12, 2023 meeting
---> Received.

From Jane Mantolesky, Assistant City Solicitor, Approval of Zoning Ordinance Amendment
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Communication from Jane Mantolesky, Assistant City Solicitor, letter regarding $300,000 transfer
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 16 out of order.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($300,000) as
follows:

FROM:

8810-10400 CITY STABILIZATION $300,000

TOTAL: $300,000

TO:

19412-57630 CLAIMS & DAMAGES $300,000

TOTAL: $300,000

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be denied.
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Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Devine stated following the meeting, she felt that the way this was handled was wrong. She
questioned taking something up not on the agenda in a subcommittee was wrong. She suggested that
this be sent back to committee to have a discussion with the Law Department.

Councilor Jourdain stated that the only thing wrong with what occurred was that rule 4D was not being
followed which established that tabled items should already be posted on the agendas. He then
suggested that the system breaks down when rules aren’t followed. He then stated that it was a practice
committees needed to get back into. He then suggested that there should be consideration between
items that were put into committee versus items that had actually been tabled. He emphasized that this
item was actually tabled at a previous meeting and should have been on the agenda. He then explained
that this item was brought up and sent out. He then suggested that a motion to remove it from committee
could be made to pull it from committee to properly take it up.

Councilor Jourdain made a motion to remove the item from the Finance Committee. Councilor Bartley
seconded the motion.

Councilor Devine made a motion to request a roll call vote.

Councilor Jourdain noted that requesting a roll call vote required 3 members to ask for it.

Councilor |. Rivera seconded the motion. Councilor Givner thirded the motion.

Motion passed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 11--Nays 2 (Devine, Givner)--Absent 0.

Councilor Jourdain made a motion that the order be denied. Councilor Bartley seconded the motion.

Councilor Bartley questioned why it would need to go back to committee. He explained that there were
two executive sessions to discuss this matter and while he couldn't talk about the specifics issues, claims
and damages was for settling a lawsuit. He then expressed concern that this was coming out of
stabilization for a departmental matter. He emphasized that the department wasn't taking a hit. He then
explained the Council was now allowed to amend financial orders. He then clarified that while he did not
oppose the payment, he opposed the process, adding that it was a departmental problem they caused.

Councilor Jourdain explained that the motion to deny was due to previous rulings that financial orders
couldn't be given a leave to withdraw. He then expressed his understanding that another proposal would
be coming to reconfigure the money, which would make this proposal unnecessary.
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Councilor Devine asked for clarification of what a yes or no vote meant.

Councilor Jourdain stated that a yes vote would be to deny the transfer based on the Council's
recommendation while a no vote would be to adopt the transfer.

---> Passed two readings and Denied on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 11--Nays 2
(Devine, Givner)--Absent 0.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

(1:41:15)

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that as St. Patrick's Parade season was starting, Admin Asst
Anderson-Burgos had been sending out reminder emails for various events. She then stated that there
was a headcount needed for the Ambassador's Breakfast taking place the morning of March 17th before
the parade.

She also stated that the March 5th Council meeting was rescheduled to March 6th due to the Presidential
Primary.

She also stated that several councilors attended the Coronation Ball and Awards Night over the weekend.
She then offered congratulations to the Colleen Court, specifically to Elizabeth Gourde who was crowned
Grant Colleen. She then noted that the Parade Committee award winners and colleens would be coming
in for the March 6th meeting.

She then stated that the Taxpayers Association and the Chamber of Commerce would be hosting a
reception for elected officials on Thursday, April 11th at Gary Rome, 4:30-7:30 p.m.

She then offered a reminder that this was the first meeting with the new rule that meetings end at 10 p.m.

Councilor Bartley noted that this would be the 10th year inviting the Parade Committee in but the first year
the Caledonian Pipe Band would not be joining. He noted that they would have been good for the 5th but
were booked on the 6th. He then stated that he was able to get a band from Manchester, Connecticut
who will coincidentally be marching in the parade for the first time in many years.

Councilor J. Rivera, on behalf of herself and Councilor Sullivan, asked for a moment of silence for two
families who recently lost loved ones due to being hit by vehicles in the city.

A moment of silence was observed in memory of the two residents recently passed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

(1:46:35)

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 9 and 10 as a package.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order With community support, order that all
ordinances and charter rules reflecting city council and city council subcommittee meeting notices be
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updated to reflect acceptance of email as sufficient method of notice, and city website posting as
sufficient method of public notice.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon
Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor I. Rivera stated that the intent was to address how notice was being handled, and that the
committee considered it complied with since Charter and Rules was currently doing the real work on this
order.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Director of the Office of Planning
&.Economic Development be authorized to provide a flexible work schedule for PSA members. Flexible
work schedule will allow for evening meetings to be incorporated into the formal work day. A flexible
schedule will still be required to fulfill the 35 hours a week requirement. All additional contractual and
ordinances related to these positions will be adhered to.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon
Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor I. Rivera stated that Personnel Director, Kelly Curran, explained that these matters were
handled during union negotiations which made it difficult to make one blanket rule.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 11 and 12 as a package.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Per constituent request, order that the
handicap placard be removed from 277 Walnut St as resident Jane Pafford has moved.
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have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon
Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading.

The Ordinance passed its second reading.

The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled.

The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled.

Report of Enrollment received.

The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent O.
Approved by the Mayor.

12. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the handicap sign located in front of
184 Sargeant St be removed.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon
Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading.

The Ordinance passed its second reading.

The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled.

The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled.

Report of Enrollment received.

The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent 0.
Approved by the Mayor.

(1:53:10)

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "2024 MASSDEP RECYCLING
DIVIDENDS/SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS RECOVERY PROGRAM , $9,100, NO MATCH " grant and
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authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Devine stated that there was a point system tied to this grant, with each point being worth
$1,300, leading to the grant's total being $9,100.

---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent O.

Approved by the Mayor.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by
transfer in the fiscal year 2024, NINETY THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY ONE AND 00/100
Dollars ($90,861) as follows:

FROM:

12201-51105 FIREFIGHTER $90,861

TOTAL:$90,861

TO:

12201-51102 DEPUTY FIRE CHIEF $65,588

12201-51300 OVERTIME 8,307

12201-51500 VACATION/PERSONAL DAY BUYBACK 4,506

12201-51510 SICK LEAVE/INCENTIVE BUYBACK 12,460

TOTAL:$90,861

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor Devine stated that this was tied to the Deputy Chiefs' bargaining agreement of three years,
which would enable them to be more active in rescues. She added that in regard to personal liability of
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employees, it used to say that the Chief would assign an employee to light duty after 30 days of being

injured on duty, but it had bee lowered to 14 days. She also stated that Juneteenth had been added to
their holidays. She also stated that they reduced the number of days they could work out of grade.

---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent O.

Approved by the Mayor.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY2024 SHANNON COMMUNITY
SAFETY INITIATIVE (CSI), $576,814.28, 25% MATCH PAID BY SUBRECIPIENTS" grant and authorizes
the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Devine stated that this was a multifaceted grant that had been around for some time. She then
explained that there were several local clubs, organizations, and police departments involved. She further
explained that there would be several local youth programs for recreation, educational support, career
development, and counseling.

Councilor Greaney asked for an explanation of the method of accounting of receipts and expenditures.

Councilor Devine stated that this was on every transfer and the Auditor usually takes care of that.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that the program had been around for at least 10 years and that great things
had come out of it, but had questions about data on the impact, goals, and what was being measured. He
noted that Eileen Cavanaugh from the Boys and Girls Club stated that the state was partnering with
UMass and would be able to provide some of the data.

Councilor Devine

---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent 0.

Approved by the Mayor.

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS
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(2:04:30)

Jourdain, Vacon, Bartley- Ordered, amend Rule 6E by adding the following: that no member of the City
Council shall make references to or about another member but in respectful terms whether inside or
outside the City Council Chambers including on social media.

---> Received and referred to the Charter and Rules Committee.

Jourdain- That the city’s Ethics Ordinance 2-69 be amended as follows:

a. That the city government shall create and maintain an Ethics and Compliance hotline for the City of
Holyoke overseen by a professional, reliable, and independent hotline services provider for the purpose
of eliminating waste, fraud and abuse in our city government. The program shall foster a strong “see
something, say something” culture in Holyoke government.

b. The city shall take extensive efforts to spread the awareness of the hotline for use by everyone
including but not limited to employees, managers, vendors, elected officials, regulators, and the general
public;

c. It shall also provide various options for communicating information;

d. We shall ensure confidentiality, anonymity and protection from retaliation;

e. The ordinance and the hotline vendor itself shall establish clear-cut message handling and
investigative procedures.

f. It is recommended that the Personnel Director and City Auditor shall be the city officials in charge of
working with the hotline vendor to manage the hotline for all messages, incidents or complaints related to
all city operations and departments except the school department. School department messages,
incidents or complaints shall be managed by Superintendent of Schools or their designee.

g- The hotline vendor shall produce an annual report every January of the messages, incidents, or
complaints of the prior calendar year to provide a statistical analysis by department in a way that
reasonably balances confidentiality and the public’s right to know. This annual report shall be published
and provided to the City Council, Mayor and published on city website for public review.

h. The City Council may from time to time hold meetings with the hotline vendor and/or key city officials to
review data and overall improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the program.

---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Councilor Bartley asked to be added to item 17.

Jourdain, Vacon, Bartley- Ordered, add a new Rule 6G that no member shall make any external
statements, social media posts, or texts regarding City Council business during any meeting of the City
Council or its committees in the spirit of the open meeting law.

Councilor Bartley asked to be added to the order.
---> Received and referred to the Charter and Rules Committee.

Jourdain- Ordered, that the Treasurer pursuant to Ordinance 2-106 please provide the City Council with a
report of all of the bonds currently in existence in the city for city officers (including his own). Please
provide the name of individual, title, amount, name of surety company, and annual premium cost to the
city.

Councilor Jourdain stated that there was an ordinance already requiring this, but it wasn't being provided.
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Councilor Devine asked to clarify if the intent was that the Treasurer provide this report to each
councilors.

Councilor Jourdain stated that there should be a list of every employee that had a bond.

Councilor Devine asked why it would be copied to Finance.

Councilor Jourdain stated that it would be to have a discussion or review.
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to Finance, Treasurer.

Jourdain- Ordered, that the Mayor, Administrative Assistant to the City Council, Tax Collector and
Treasurer please review Ordinance 82-3A and please make sure it is being complied with relative to all
future appointments that come before the City Council. That a copy of this order be sent to all named in
this order.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos asked how the administrative assistant could enforce an ordinance.

Councilor Jourdain stated that the administrative assistant facilitates information that comes into the
Council, including letters for appointees. He then explained that the ordinance required that the Council
receive a report that taxes had been paid by appointees for city boards and commissions. He then
explained that while it was on the Mayor and the Tax Collector to provide the reports, the administrative
assistant can offer a reminder about them when appointment letters come through.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that it appeared the administrative assistant was being asked to
enforce an ordinance.

Councilor Jourdain clarified that it was about reminding them to provide the reports when the paperwork
comes through.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that he was not aware people serving on committees had to have a whole
credit check.

Councilor Jourdain clarified that it wasn't credit check but just ensuring taxes were paid.
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to Mayor, Admin, Tax Collector, Treasurer.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 22, 24, 26, and 27 as a
package.

Ocasio- Ordered that DPW or whoever is responsible, to do a street sweep and side walks clean up. All
over South Holyoke.
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW.

21

Page 26 of 247



Ocasio- Ordered that DPW pave the hole in the alleys, do to safety for residents. And specifically
Handicap that their way out in in the back.

Councilor Vacon asked if there was an address for this.

Councilor Ocasio stated that a majority of them only have a ramp to go out through the back.

Councilor Vacon suggested that the order be amended so that they know where to go.

Councilor Ocasio stated that she would give them the information.
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW.

Ocasio- Ordered that the DPW go back and clean up where they cut the branches in corner of East and
Sargent St
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW.

Ocasio- Ordered that DPW follow up on Sign on sidewalk that people hard to get by with wheelchair,
electric scooters and parents with strollers.

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if this was at the intersection of Cabot and South Summer.

Councilor Ocasio stated that it was right at that corner.
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW.

Councilor Devine asked for a moment of silence for Eileen Minkley, noting that her husband, Ed, was a
postal carrier in the city for a long time. He added that she worked for the RMV.

A moment of silence was observed for Eileen Minkley.

Ocasio- Who responsibility to get names to remove Handicap sign when individuals no longer live there.
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Ocasio- Ordered that Someone who is in charge of Shool Buses ,to come in an explain to parents, why
kids not getting busses and if they ever going to get them.
---> Received and referred to the Joint City Council and School Committee.

Sullivan- That the Vacant Building fee be adjusted to take into account the size (SF) of the building.
Currently, a flat fee is assessed which is not reflective of the burden to the city and it's taxpayers.
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Vacon, Bartley- that the law department provide the total amount spent to date and status defending the
Planning Board in response to the lawsuit filed by Log Cabin.
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Councilor Bartley asked to be added to the order. He then explained that this pertained to a lawsuit
caused by a vote of the Planning Board. He then noted that it was a 3-2 vote in favor but 4 votes were
required. He added that a lawsuit was filed by a group supporting the development. He also stated that it
had now cost the city tens of thousands of dollars in outside legal fees as the Law Department was not
defending it. He then emphasized that the report needed to provide the total amount spent to date.

---> Received and Adopted. Copy to Law Department.

Vacon-That DPW purchase six to ten of the rubber/portable speed bumps and put them in trouble spots
temporarily around the city and move them randomly. DPW Director and/or City Engineer will decide safe
placement.

Councilor Vacon stated that she believed an ordinance may be needed to support this and then an
appropriation would needed to buy them.
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Vacon- The City Solicitor provide an update to the City Council on the status of the 11 Yale St. lawsuit
and if pilot payments are being made by the program located there.

Councilor Vacon stated that while she understood the city was not a party to the lawsuit but was asked to
hold up consideration of an ordinance change because of the lawsuit.

Councilor Jourdain noted that there was supposed to be a PILOT agreement and the Tax Collector
should be providing a report if payments were being received.
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to the Law Department, Tax Collector.

Bartley- Ordered, that the City Council approve an Amendment to a Home Rule Petition for the purpose
of expanding the Center City Liquor License Area.
---> Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.

Devine- That the Law Department give an opinion as to the following:

1) Can a tabled order be taken up through a subcommittee of the City Council or 2) Must it be legally
taken up at a regular City Council meeting? If possible can an opinion be given prior to the next City
Council meeting?

Councilor Devine stated that it could be withdrawn since the Law Department already provided an
opinion.
---> Given a leave to withdraw.

Devine- ORDERED that the Law Department and Secretary of State render an opinion if the following
ballot question can be placed on the November 2024 ballot.

Shall the City of Holyoke make no changes to the current Community Preservation Act (CPA) as
established in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws?

---> Received and referred to the Law Department.
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Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 35 through 38 as a
package.

Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts
the provisions of the "MA DEPARTMENT OF FIRE SERVICES FY24 FIREFIGHTER EQUIPMENT
GRANT, $17,245.53, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method
appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the
administration of said grant.

To the City Council:

| hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Monday,
February 20, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts
the provisions of the "MA DEPT OF AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES- ARPA SPENDING BILL
EARMARK, $90,000, " and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said
grant.

To the City Council:

| hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Monday,
February 20, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts
the provisions of the "MASS STATE POLICE-PROJECT SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS, $40,000, NO
MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said
grant.

To the City Council:

| hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Monday,
February 20, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.
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Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, NINETY
FIVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($95,800) as follows:

FROM:

12101-51107 PATROLMEN $95,800 |
TOTAL:$95,800

TO:

12102-52410 R&M MOTOR VEHICLES $8,000
12102-52500 R&M BUILDINGS 2,000

12102-53010 DATA MAINTENANCE 13,000
12102-53030 PRINTING 2,000
12102-54220 SUPPLIES-OTHER 500
12102-54800 M/V FUEL 37,000
12102-54830 M/V SUPPLIES 32,000
12102-57301 LEGAL DEFENSE 1,300
TOTAL:$95,800

To the City Council:

| hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Monday,
February 20, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, THIRTY
NINE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED SIX AND 65/100 Dollars ($39,706.65) as follows:

FROM:

12101-51105 SERGEANTS $10,493.16

12101-51107 PATROLMEN 29,213.49

TOTAL:$39,706.65

TO:

12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY (PAYROLL 2/3/24) $39,706.65

TOTAL:$39,706.65

To the City Council:

| hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Monday,
February 20, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor

UNDER DISCUSSION:

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that this covered 15 officers.

---> Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 13--Nays O0--
Absent 0.
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LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

(2:27:55)

Bartley, Jourdain, Anderson-Burgos - Ordered, That DPW replace the missing street sign at Ivy Ave.
Councilor Anderson-Burgos asked to be added to the order.

Motion was made and seconded to take final action.

Motion was made and seconded to amend St to Ave and take final action.
---> Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW.

From Alicia Zoeller, Administrator Office of Community Development, FY2024 CDBG Spreadsheet and
Proposal Book
---> Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.

Devine - Ordered that the City Council consider approving the purchase by the City of 225 High Street,
Holyoke by a consensual order of taking. This order is a companion order to a previous order requesting
a transfer in FY 2024 of $850,000.00 from several accounts to Capital outlay-school buildings.

---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Vacon - That our ordinance that requires sinks in certain establishments (such as tattoo parlors, etc) be
connected to city water be modified to allow for portable sinks as an option.
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Adjourned at 9:34 PM

Lranna Ptoply Vel
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Holyoke City Council

Jeffery Anderson-Burgos
Administrative Assistant

March 13, 2024

Re: Request to amend the City Council minutes of February 20, 2024

At the March 6th City Council meeting, the minutes of the previous meeting were referred back to me with the
request that | work with the City Clerk to add in additional clarifying information from Councilor Vacon that
essentially rebuts a statement made by a member of the public during the public comment period of that
meeting. | spoke with Attorney Degnan and with City Clerk Murphy McGee because | had questions as to
whether this was an appropriate reason to amend the minutes. The feedback that | got was that the minutes
are a record of what happened during the meeting, which was my understanding as well. Corrections can be
made when there is an inaccuracy over what was stated during the meeting, but inserting clarifications of a
statement that was made if such a clarification wasn't stated during the meeting wouldn't be an appropriate
reason to amend them. For that reason, | will have to decline the request.

Sincerely

Jeffery Anderson-Burgos

HOLYOKE CITY HALL -- 536 DWIGHT STREET -- ROOM 10 -- HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040
Phone (413) 322-5525 Email: anderson-burgosj@holyoke.org
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

March 6,2024

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:02 PM

The Clerk called the roll. Present Members in person 12 (Anderson-Burgos, Bartley, Devine, Givner,
Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, ]. Rivera, Sullivan). Present
Members on Zoom 1 (Vacon).

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that as it was the first March meeting, member of the Holyoke
St. Patrick's Parade Committee and the Ancient Order of Hibernians (AOH) had been invited.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to enter the Chambers and be
presented with proclamations.

The Manchester Pipe Band filled the chambers with celebratory bagpipe music, to the enjoyment of
all.

Councilor Bartley stated that this was the tenth time inviting in the Parade Committee as well as the
second time inviting the AOH to the first March meeting. He then thanked the Manchester Pipe
Band for filling in, noting that the Caledonian Pipe Band had usually been there but were
unavailable. He then invited Joseph O'Connor to the podium to introduce dignitaries from the
Hibernians.

J. O'Connor, President of the AOH, introduced Paula Paoli, Ladies President of the AOH. He then
stated that their motto was friendship, unity, and true Christian charity, emphasizing that their
award recipients lived that every day. He then introduced Patty Clayton as their Woman of the Year,
John Gaughan as their Man of the Year, and Jim Kelly as their Christian Charity Award recipient. He
also introduced Barbara Twohig, the AOH Ladies State President.

Councilor Bartley thanked Councilor Devine for putting her providing her calligraphy skills to write
out the proclamations. He then introduced Hayley Feyre Dunn, President of the St. Patrick's Parade
Committee.

H. Dunn stated that this annual tradition was one the committee's favorite events of the year to
have their award winners and Colleens honored. She then noted that they would be marching
through Holyoke in just 11 days. She then introduced the year's grand Marshal, Mary Lynch,
affectionately known as Auntie Mary and described as the grandest of Grand Marshals. She then
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introduced Citizenship Award winner, Billy Harbilas, who was unable to be present that evening.
She stated that he had helped to run the St. Patrick's Road Race for over 30 years, the committee's
largest annual fundraiser. She also introduced Rohan Award recipient, Stephanie Joyce. She then
introduced O'Connell Award recipient, Johnny Driscoll. She also introduced Gallivan Award winner,
Susie Howard. She also acknowledged that the JFK Award winner, Mike Gorman, play-by-play
commentator for the Boston Celtics, would be honored the weekend of the parade. She added that
Dr. Catherine B. Shannon would be honored in a breakfast the morning of the parade. She then
explained that Dr. Shannon had been instrumental in conversations during the Northern Ireland
peace process many years earlier. She then introduced the Collen Court, Grand Collene Elizabeth
Gourde, as well as Natalie Morris, Hunter Edwards (unavailable to attend), Taryn Ryan (also
unavailable), and Miss Congeniality Amelia George. She then stated that the parade would have
over 25 bands, a dozen floats, along with new entertainment.

President Murphy-Romboletti thanked the committee for coming in. She added that as a Parade
Committee member, she understood the effort it took. She also thanked Councilor Bartley for
starting the tradition, noting all of the coordination it took.

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would
be applicable to all motions to receive, to refer items to committee, remove items from the table,
place items on the table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules, unless
there is an objection. Motion passed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 13--Nays 0--
Absent 0.

The name of Councilor Jourdain was pulled to head the roll call voting.
Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up order 66 out of order.

Councilor Givner- Ordered, that the Honorable City Council accept the revised proposal for 689
Main Street (Assessors Map 055, Block 00, Parcel 009) as described in the letter (attached)
previously submitted as a communication to the City Council.

Councilor Bartley stated that he would recuse himself from all votes related to this item.
---> Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.

PUBLIC COMMENT

(22:50)

Helene Florio, 31 Wellesley Road, expressed that she was baffled by the intensity of the Council to
get into the weeds on whether to put the CPA question on the ballot. She noted that it was approved
to be put on the ballot at the request of multiple taxpaying citizens and businesses, those who pay
the bill for the city. She then emphasized that putting it on the ballot would be honoring its own
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promise. She then suggested that it was not fair to vote against it because of individual opposition
to it. She also suggested that there was misinformation being spread, adding that the businesses
who paid the bulk of the extra tax could not request an abatement. She also suggested that the
wording of the question did include information that people had to apply annually for an
exemption. She also stated that the cost of living was increasing daily. She then demanded that the
question to be put on the ballot.

Lori Belanger, 16 Roland Street, expressed her support for putting the CPA question on the ballot.
She then emphasized that the CPA would not be going away, noting that the result of the question
would either keep it at 1.5% or reduce it to 1%. She then suggested that everything else being
debated beyond just putting the question the ballot was a secondary matter. She then suggested
that points about small residential averages may be convenient for those making those points but
was not accurate and was a misuse of stats. She then explained that the businesses who already
paid double the residential rate were getting the biggest bill contributing into the fund. She added
that they also did not have an opportunity for any exemption. She then asked that the questions be
put on the ballot to allow the voters to speak.

Kristen Sykes, 280 West Franklin Street, expressed her desire to see Holyoke become safer for
walking and biking. She then stated that she was the Chair of the Holyoke Biking and Pedestrian
Committee. She then explained that their goals included providing recommendation to the City
Council on related safety issues as well as to provide a forum for residents and community
organizations to raise related issues, and to assist the city in developing bicycle and pedestrian
systems, to educate and do public outreach, to use biking and walking as a means to improve the
health of residents, and to work with the city's planning agencies. She highlighted a recent
newspaper article that focused on a ride in motor vehicle crashes in the commonwealth, including
many involved pedestrians and bicyclists. She also emphasized that there were two fatalities in the
city in just the last couple weeks. She also expressed support for Councilor Givner's traffic safety
pledge efforts.

Lyn Horan, 100 Southampton Road, stated that she spoke to three other city councils in the area
and found none of them only allowed the public to speak for 90 seconds. She suggested that this
was not long enough to speak on any of the complex issues in the city. She then suggested that
when so few people vote or have faith in government, only allowed 90 seconds was not showing
people that the city wants them to participate. She also

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 59 out of order.

Councilor Devine stated that she would have a Finance Committee meeting on March 29th and that
this item could be discussed then.
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Devine-ORDERED that 2 separate votes be taken by the City Council on the Community
Preservation Act (CPA) as follows:

#1 whether to reduce the percentage from 1.5 % to 1%

#2 vote to put the CPA results from this question on the ballot

Councilor Devine stated that she filed this to help clear up confusion over whether it needed to be
one vote or two.
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

LAID ON THE TABLE

(33:45)

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if this was to remain on the table.

Councilor Givner stated that she had been in touch with HG&E and the resident where the proposed
light would be. She then explained that the resident did not agree with the terms so a pole petition
would be submitted at a future date.

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 1 from the table.

Councilor Givner- With community support, order that a street light be installed between 31 and 33
O'Connor Ave on the odd side of the street. There have been multiple vehicle break ins here. A light
would provide pedestrian safety and deter vehicle break ins on this very dark section of the street.
-Ordinance / Copy to DPW

---> Given a leave to withdraw

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 2 from the table.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the ballot question approved by the
City Council be placed on the ballot on November 4, 2024 as referenced in the 9/26/23 decision by
Judge Mulqueen.

Ballot Question

Shall the City of Holyoke amend the current Community Preservation Act real estate surcharge, as
established in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts
General Laws, and which amendment of such surcharge is permissible pursuant to Section 16 of
Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts General Laws, and approved by its legislative body, from 1.5% to
1.0%, a summary of which appears below?

(with revised dates) 8

Community Preservation Act Ballot Question and Draft Summary Ballot Question
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Shall the City of Holyoke amend the current Community Preservation Act real estate surcharge, as
established in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 of Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts
General Laws, and which amendment of such surcharge is permissible pursuant to Section 16 of
Chapter 44B of the Massachusetts General Laws, and approved by its legislative body, from 1.5% to
1.0%, a summary of which appears below?

Summary of Question

On October 3, 2023, the City Council voted, without taking a position, to place a question on the
ballot which will allow voters to reduce the current Community Preservation Act real estate
surcharge from 1.5% to 1.0%.. The question will be approved, and the real estate surcharge shall be
so reduced, if a majority of the voters voting on the ballot question vote “yes”. The question will not
be approved, and the real estate surcharge shall remain the same, if a majority of the voters voting
on the ballot question vote “no”

On November 8, 2016, the voters of the City of Holyoke voted to accept Sections 3 to 7 of Chapter
44B, known as the Community Preservation Act (hereinafter referred to as the “Act’*). By accepting
the Act, a funding source was established to enable the City of Holyoke to: (1) acquire, create and
preserve open space, which includes land for parks, playgrounds and athletic fields; (2) acquire,
preserve and rehabilitate historic resources such as historic community buildings and artifacts; and
(3) acquire, create, and preserve and support community housing to help local families meet their
housing needs. By accepting the Act, a surcharge of 1.5% was assessed on real estate on an annual
basis beginning in Fiscal Year 2018. Exempted from the surcharge are: (1) property owned and
occupied as a domicile by any person who would qualify for low income housing or low or
moderate income senior housing in the city of Holyoke, as defined in Section 2 of the Act; (2)
$100,000 of the value of each taxable parcel of residential real property; and

(3) $100,000 of the value of each taxable parcel of class three, commercial property, and class four,
industrial property as defined in section 2A of said chapter 59. A taxpayer receiving a regular
property tax abatement or exemption will also receive a pro rata reduction in the surcharge. Any
taxpayer seeking a low income or senior exemption shall apply for said exemption annually to the
City of Holyoke.

Recommended that the order be adopted, as amended, deleting November 4, 2024 and replacing it
with November 5, 2024, as well as deleting October 3, 2023 and replacing it with March 6, 2024.

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Jourdain stated that this should only need to be a brief discission, emphasizing that this
was just about changing the surcharge from 1.5% to 1%. He then asked that the people be able to
vote, just as they were allowed to vote when it was adopted. He also noted that this wording was
approved by the Law Department just as it was in 2016. He then suggested that the Council could
not manipulate the language but that the Law Department set the ballot summary. He added that it
needed to be neutral language.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that his previous decision against it was not about not wanting the people
to vote but had concerns with the legalities of the process. He added that even it went through in a
way that did not make sense the first time, it did not mean it needed to follow that same process
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this time. He also suggested that Holyoke was the only community doing it this way. He then stated
that he would vote yes if it was two separate votes but would not vote if it was two steps done in
one vote.

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that the City Solicitor's office was interested in the Council looking
at the summary language and adding in a chart showing how a yes vote would affect representative
households. She added that the Auditor was looking at approving some draft language. She
suggested that the summary language was not yet finalized.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that he supported putting the question on the ballot. He then
questioned why the earlier order filed by Councilor Devine was referred to the Finance Committee
if there was still an issue. He then stated that he would not currently support voting for this.

Councilor Greaney expressed his support for putting the question on the ballot. He questioned why
it should be put off any longer. He added that the people should have a say and had a right to vote
on it. He added that the current balance in the CPA fund was $1,789,415.

Councilor Vacon noted that by state law, the question had to be put on the ballot in the same way as
when it was approved. She then asked that the voters' rights be respected and that the question be
put on the ballot. She also emphasized that Atty Degnan already advised that a motion to combine
the two facets into one motion was in order and that the Council could move forward and be in the
correct legal process.

Councilor Bartley expressed his support for taking it as two votes. He then made a motion to reduce
the CPA surcharge from 1.5% to 1%. He added that another motion could then come after that vote.
Councilor Vacon seconded the motion.

Councilor Jourdain stated that while he may support that, he suggested that there was unanimity in
favor of putting the question on the ballot. He then suggested that if there was to be a second
question, it could be discussed in the Finance Committee. He noted that in that order, there was a
second question to just leave it as is. He suggested that there couldn't be a question to just leave it
as it was, adding that was what a no vote would be.

Councilor Givner suggested that nobody was arguing against the CPA ballot question as it was
written. She then suggested that nobody was looking to stall this matter but had legal concerns
about how the process was proceeding. She then agreed with the idea of voting on the two parts
separately.

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that the motion was to reduce the CPA tax from 1.5% to 1%.
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Councilor Devine asked if it would be a roll call vote.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it would be.

Councilor Jourdain stated that it would be voting to reduce and then subject to approving the ballot
question.

Councilor I. Rivera asked for clarification if this would be a process of taking two votes or putting
the two questions into one vote.

Councilor Jourdain stated that the proposal was to vote on this one and then a motion would be
made to take up the second part.

Councilor Devine suggested that would happen in Finance.

Councilor Jourdain stated that may be correct because the Law Department would need to provide
language.

Councilor I. Rivera clarified that the question was whether or not the Council wanted to put it on
the ballot. He suggested that was the first vote that needed to take place. He then suggested that the
second vote would need to be reducing it. He then suggested that was the way it was originally
supposed to be done but was not done that way.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Atty Bissonnette to
address the Council.

Atty Bissonnette stated that before the question can be approved for the ballot, the legislative body
must endorse the change. He then stated that the second question would be to place it on the ballot.

Councilor Devine called the motion.

President Murphy-Romboletti reiterated that the motion was to reduce it from 1.5% to 1%. She
then stated that there would be a second question.

Councilor Bartley clarified that just one question was up at the moment.

Councilor Jourdain stated that as long as it was clear in one vote that it was both to reduce the rate
and put it on the ballot, it could be done all in one vote, or it could be done in two votes.
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Councilor Bartley emphasized that the motion was only to take the first step of reducing the rate
from 1.5% to 1%. He added that this would address the concern about process that have been
raised.

Councilor Greaney suggested that what should be done was to put it to the public whether or not
they wanted to reduce it.

President Murphy-Romboletti that the roll call would be to reduce it from 1.5% to 1%.

Councilor Greaney suggested that the Council was not voting to reduce it.

Councilor Bartley stated that the Council was voting to reduce it.

Councilor Jourdain clarified that voting to reduce it was a procedural step then it could be put on
the ballot.

Councilor Sullivan asked Atty Bissonnette if the question could go on the ballot for the voters if the
Council voted not to reduce it.

Atty Bissonnette stated that it was procedural requirement and that the state would not accept it.
---> Report of Committee on the question to reduce the CPA from 1.5% to 1.0% received and
Denied on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 5 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Vacon)-
-Nays 8--Absent 0.

*Note: the vote was reconsidered later in the meeting.

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that his father, Leonides Ortiz, passed away on February 27th.
He then stated that many in the community knew him as Louis, or the real mayor of the city as an
inside joke, or Picanpey. He then stated that Leo was a veteran, a caring loving father, and had died
of a broken heart after the passing of his wife. He then thanked everyone who had reached out to
him. He stated that it had been hard to take it on. He then asked that his family be kept in
everyone's prayers and that there be a moment of silence.

A moment of silence was observed for Leionides Ortiz.

Councilor Devine asked for a reminder of the previous vote.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it had been 5 to 8.
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Councilor Vacon made a motion to reconsider the previous action on item 2. Councilor Bartley
seconded the motion.

Councilor Jourdain suggested that it could be sent to Finance.

Motion to reconsider approved.
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

COMMUNICATIONS

(56:35)

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter re-appointing Ms. Elizabeth A. Larivee of 198 Pleasant St. in
Holyoke, to serve as a member of the Commission on Disabilities. Ms. Larivee will serve a three-
year term, expiring March 2027.

Councilor Bartley stated that while he was making a motion to confirm right away, he could
withdraw it anyone had questions for the candidate. He noted that it was a reappointment and that
he had only heard positive things.

---> Received and appointment confirmed.

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, communication regarding two orders filed by Councilor Ocasio.
---> Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy McGee and Admin. Assistant, minutes from the February 20, 2024
meeting.

Councilor Vacon stated that there was some factual information that was incorrect in the public
speaking section of the meeting. She then explained that it was stated that there was no exemption
that had to be filed annually for the CPA surtax. She then asked that it be clarified in the minutes
that "exemptions to be community preservation surcharge are available to eligible moderate
income seniors 60 and over and low income residents. An application for exemption from the CPA
surcharge must be filed annually by April 1st." She then explained that a statement was made that a
publication went out that was lying about that exemption but it was in the law. She then suggested
that this was not user-friendly to people who were low income because of the annual requirement.

Councilor Bartley made a motion to refer the minutes back to the Administrative Assistant and the
City Clerk to work with Councilor Vacon on tweaking the minutes.
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President Murphy-Romboletti stated that Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos was looking for
clarification on what was being asked.

Councilor Bartley suggested that he communicate with Councilor Vacon on that question, and then
provide a new copy of the minutes.

Councilor Devine seconded the motion.
---> Received and referred to the Administrative Assistant and the City Clerk.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 6 through 9 as a
package.

From Treasurer Rory Casey, Holyoke Public Schools Top 100 Salaries Report, Holyoke Elected
Officials Salaries Report and City of Holyoke Top 100 Salaries Report.

Councilor Bartley noted that the reports had been posted to the website.
---> Received.

From City Auditor Tanya Wdowiak, budget reports
---> Received.

From Councilor Bartley, communication regarding HEDIC fund balance - Oct 2023
---> Received.

Communication from Councilor Bartley, regarding Stabilization Accounts

Councilor Bartley suggested that people review these to see how much were in these funds.
---> Received.

From Board of Fire Commission, minutes from the January 10, 2024 meeting
---> Received.

PETITIONS

(1:02:20)

10
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Petition from Holyoke Housing Authority for a zone change for various addresses on South East
Street. the current zone is IG and the proposed zone change is DR.
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Petition from Dylan Bradford of 42 Arnodale Ave, for a Special Permit for a Home Occupation.
---> Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
(1:03:20)

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the St. Parick's Day Parade was coming. She stated that
councilors should arrive at Kmart plaza by 10 a.m. She noted that several councilors would be
attending the Ambassador Award breakfast that morning.

She then stated that the Peck School groundbreaking would take place on March 8th, around 4 p.m.,
and that councilors should arrive by 3:45 p.m. at the main parking lot.

She then stated that Homework House would hold their adult spelling bee on April 25th. She noted
that she would be one of the judges.

She also stated that Providence Ministries would hold their annual fundraising on April 26th.

She then stated that she spoke with the mayor and Veolia about the street sweeping schedule. She
then explained that there would be new ways to notify the community about the schedule.

She also started that the City Hall staff appreciation breakfast would be on March 15th at 9 a.m.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
(1:05:50)

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she recuses herself from votes on cannabis industry
special permits due to her full time job being a nonprofit that receives sponsorships from the
cannabis industry. She then asked Councilor Jourdain to fill in for her for this item.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Councilor Jourdain to
temporarily chair the meeting.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Petition of ACM] for a special permit
extension for the Marijuana Manufacturing Establishment at 532 Main St (026-03-012)

have considered the same and Recommended that the special permit extension be granted with the
following conditions:
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1. That the applicant put their corporation into good standing with the Commonwealth
2. That the applicant provide updated site drawings to the Council.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor I. Rivera stated that ACM] was asking for an extension due to minor alteration. He then
explained that the plans would remain the same but they would need to prolong the process of the
plan. He added that they would be building it out in phases rather than all at once due to not having
all of the capital raised yet.

Acting Chair Councilor Jourdain asked if those were the only two conditions.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that they were. He then noted that the letter of good standing was
received earlier that day.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up Late File C out of order
and to take final action.

From Steven Fontana, Notice of Good Standing for ACM], Inc, at 532 Main Street
---> Received.

Councilor Vacon noted that the original standard conditions would remain on the permit.

Councilor I. Rivera expressed his understanding that since they were already approved, they didn't
need to be approved again.

Councilor Bartley made a motion that the original conditions be added.

Original conditions from the special permit's original adoption on January 18, 2022 were:

1. That the owner of the building always pay the commercial property tax rate to the extend
allowed by federal, state, and local laws for the duration of the Special Permit.

2. That the business retains a minimum 30% Holyoke residents for non-security jobs.
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3. That the hiring preference be given to security personnel that are retired Holyoke police or are a
retired member of another police department that now lives in the city of Holyoke.

4. There shall be no marijuana consumption allowed on site.

5. That the hours of operation be set according to City ordinances.

6. That the applicant must abide by Massachusetts General Laws and guidance's from the Cannabis
Control Commission.

---> Report of Committee received and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 11--
Nays 0--Absent 1 (Greaney)--Abstain 1 (Murphy-Romboletti). President Murphy-Romboletti did
not vote or participate in the discussion.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order That a handicap sign be placed in
front of 799 High St. for Francisco Rivera Chevere, Placard # PL1770918, Exp: 04/16/24.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor I. Rivera stated that the Disabilities Commission approved the position, noting that it
would be a couple places down but would provide what the resident needed. He noted that the
issue had to do with parking spaces being available in front of the building.

Councilor Devine noted that the handicap placard was about to expire.

Councilor I. Rivera suggested that Councilor Ocasio could reach out to the resident to give them a
heads up.

Councilor Ocasio explained that the parking space would go into a spot a little farther between two
driveways.

Councilor I. Rivera noted that it was originally going to be put where it wouldn't work, and that the
spot chosen would make sense for the resident.
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Councilor Ocasio stated that she spoke with the resident that day and he was wondering how long it
would take. She added that the spot was always being used by other people, forcing him to have to
walk farther.

Councilor Givner stated that she had a constituent recently receive a $300 ticket for having an
expired placard and that it could not be fought. She emphasized the importance of keeping it up to
date.

---> Report of Committee received and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 13--
Nays 0--Absent 0.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that an ordinance be created to allow
wind turbines for residential use. See attached model type rules.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order A zone change to Holyoke's marijuana
ordinance be adopted to extend the time from two to three years that a special permit so granted
may exist until it lapses. See OPED letter dated 11/3/22 for background and rationale. The city
council would thus adopt MGL Chapter 40A language that allows municipalities to extend permits
from two to three years.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera
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---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that Zoning Ordinance 4.4.6 "Location
of Accessory Structures” be updated to align with zoning in our neighboring municipalities in an
effort to allow more flexibility on residential lots. -Send to Ordinance and request Building
Commissioner study be shared with all City Council members.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order to amend the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance to reflect the following: (54) a zone change to BG for the parcels 091- 00-062 & 091-00-
063 (a future SP condition item could be, to join both parcels by ANR).

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order to amend the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance to reflect the following: (2) Section 7.2.13, amend text by adding the BG zone to the
others currently listed (BH, IG, BE).
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have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order to amend the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance to reflect the following: (1) Sec 4.3, amend table to allow Motor Vehicle Sales (use) in BG
by Special Permit (CC).

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:
Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith

David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order to amend the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance to reflect the following: (3) Create a new Special Permit for allowing the non-conforming
use in a historic structure in BG zone.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:
Israel Rivera
Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith

16

Page 48 of 247



David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City Council review Section
7.10, Marijuana Facilities, to ensure that the review process is business sensible and that the review
process for obtaining the Special Permit is being adhered to by Ordinance; amendments to this
Section may be proposed and approved as part of this discussion.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City Council add a Section for
Battery Storage Facilities to the Zoning Ordinance (Section TBD) to reflect technology
advancements and future need for such installations; new facilities will be reviewed through
Section 10.0, Major Site Plan Review.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:
Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith

David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.
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The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City Council review Section
5.3, Special Permit to Exceed Height Limitation, in order to allow increased building height for all
uses and additional zoning districts. Ensuring the allowable height may be increased by Planning
Board Special Permit and in conjunction with those projects meeting the applicability of Section
10.1.2, Major Site Plan Review.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:
Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith

David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City Council review Section
6.4, Signs, in its entirety in order to make changes to the existing Ordinance to further refine and
streamline the signage regulations.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that we create an ordinance to allow
backyard hens in residential zones.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.
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Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order That the city revisit previous legal
language to create an ordinance allowing backyard chickens in residential areas in an effort to
enhance food equity.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Israel Rivera

Linda L. Vacon

Meg Magrath-Smith
David K. Bartley
Jenny Rivera

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor I. Rivera stated that the reason for withdrawing them was because they had legally
expired their time to be acted on. He suggested that any councilors wanting any of these addressed
should refile an order.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

(1:21:25)

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter
44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "MA DEPARTMENT OF FIRE
SERVICES FY24 FIREFIGHTER EQUIPMENT GRANT, $17,245.53, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes
the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.
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Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Devine stated that the Fire Department was awarded the grant to use for three rescue
harnesses, ballistic gear, and thermal cameras.

---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and
nays-- Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent O.

Approved by the Mayor.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter
44 Sec. 534, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "MA DEPT OF AGRICULTURAL
RESOURCES-ARPA SPENDING BILL EARMARK, $90,000, " and authorizes the establishment of a
Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all
resources associated with the administration of said grant.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Devine stated that this would be used for the Animal Control Officer. She added that this
would help improve animal welfare and mitigating related nuisances. She added that the planned to
expand animal control services, educational outreach, partnering for spay and neuter services, s
well as essential supplies to enable more effective response to complaints, as well as enhance
officer training.

Councilor Greaney asked if there would be additional personnel.
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Councilor Devine stated there would not be.

---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and
nays-- Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent O.

Approved by the Mayor.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that items 30 and 31 remained in committee.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter
44 Sec. 534, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASS STATE POLICE-PROJECT
SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS, $40,000, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or
other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources
associated with the administration of said grant.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Devine stated that the grant was intended to support interagency cooperation to target
violent crime in the city through working with the State Police.

---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and
nays-- Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent O.

Approved by the Mayor.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated
by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, NINETY FIVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars
($95,800) as follows:

FROM:

12101-51107 PATROLMEN $95,800 TOTAL: $95,800
TO:

12102-52410 R&M MOTOR VEHICLES $8,000

12102-52500 R&M BUILDINGS 2,000
12102-53010 DATA MAINTENANCE 13,000
12102-53030 PRINTING 2,000
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12102-54220 SUPPLIES-OTHER 500

12102-54800 M/V FUEL 37,000

12102-54830 M/V SUPPLIES 32,000

12102-57301 LEGAL DEFENSE 1,300 TOTAL: $95,800

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted.

Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Devine stated that the Police Chief explained what the transfer would be used for, which
was listed in the text of the order.

---> Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and
nays-- Yeas 13--Nays 0--Absent O.

Approved by the Mayor.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the City Council be provided with a
report of retirement payouts for the Police Department for the past 20 years.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor Devine stated that the requested information was provided.

Councilor I. Rivera noted that he arrived a little late to that meeting as he was attending the

Holyoke High School basketball game, where the team won and made it to the Elite 8. He then
22

Page 54 of 247



explained that the intent was to give the public insight into what gets paid out. He suggested that
this could be done on a regular basis. He also noted that officers were getting sick time and vacation
time paid out in addition to their retirement payouts, sometimes reaching 6 figures.

Councilor Devine noted that a lot of this was through collective bargaining.

Councilor Jourdain noted that 2023 was not provided in the report.
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order From Holyoke Police Department,
response to Councilor Israel Rivera's order asking for the report of payouts for the Police Dept form
the past 20 years.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor Devine noted that 35 went with 34.
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that item 36 remained in committee.

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter
44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY23 TDI EQUITY, $38,550, NO
MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of
said grant.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be returned to the Auditor.

Committee Members:
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Patricia Devine
Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Kevin A. Jourdain
Linda L. Vacon

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor Devine stated that this was being returned to the Auditor as the grant was not going to be
accepted.

Councilor Bartley asked why it wasn't going to be accepted.

Councilor Jourdain stated that the Finance Committee discussed this at length and that he would
prefer not to rehash that discussion. He noted that there was a lot of nuance.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that OPED requested that it be disposed of.

Councilor Jourdain stated that OPED had second thoughts and it should be left at that.

Councilor Bartley explained that the purpose of the committee report was to give an abridged
summary of what happened at the meeting. He emphasized that a couple sentences at least of what
happened would help the public who may not have watched the subcommittee meeting.

Councilor Devine suggested talking to Aaron Vega, OPED Director, for more information. She added
that it had something to do with leases to the ARTery that shouldn't have been done.
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

(1:35:10)

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 38 through 46 as a
package.

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that members of the Fire
Commission come into Public Safety to discuss the recent issue concerning firefighters obtaining
their EMT certifications.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.
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Committee Members:

Jenny Rivera
Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor J. Rivera stated that Fire Chief Kadlewicz and Fire Commission Chair, Jeff Trask, discussed
this item. She then stated that the department had an evolution in mandating EMT certification as a
condition of employment, with the requirement that they attend academy within two years. She
added that there were accommodations for those with diagnosed learning disabilities.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that honorable city council request
the chief of police come into public safety to discuss the potential development of a traffic division
solely focused on mitigating traffic issues throughout the city of Holyoke.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:
Jenny Rivera

Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the police department present
an update on the goals or steps taken to address some of the concerns raised out of the MRI audit.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Jenny Rivera
Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor J. Rivera stated that a report was provided showing items being categorized as green,
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yellow, or red based on their status, with green indicating complete, while yellow were works in
progress. She also noted that a field training program was discussed, including challenges. She also
stated that the audits suggestion to ring in civilians to fill some roles was a funding and feasibility
issue.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the city council work with the
mayor and school superintendent to address the reinstatement of bus services for Lyman Terrace
as soon as possible, as a matter of public safety. This has been a service they have received for the
past 20 years.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Jenny Rivera
Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor J. Rivera stated that the Joint City Council and Schol Committee spoke on this the previous
year. She then explained that providing buses for one area would necessitate providing them
citywide. She also stated that walking school buses were implemented to mitigate issues during the
winter. She added that questions came up regarding state law governing providing buses based on
distance from schools.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order In the interest of public safety, that
a traffic safety pledge be created, in good faith, and that this pledge be taken by all city employees
and officials. All city employees and officials should be expected to model righteous behavior by
adhering to speed limits and following all traffic laws, ESPECIALLY when using CITY VEHICLES.
How can we expect our community to respect its laws if city employees are blatantly disregarding
them.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Jenny Rivera
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Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor J. Rivera stated that there was a need to increase enforcement as well as community
involvement to promote safe driving, noting the increase in accidents and fatalities. She added that
it would start with an effort to have city officials, later expanding to other city leaders and business
owner, take a safe driving pledge. She then stated that people could provide their picture to create a
pledge graphic that people could share on their social media pages.

Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos shared a screenshot of the pledge graphic.
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the city provide an update on
any antiracism and diversity training already in place for employees, and update on how it can be
improved.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Jenny Rivera
Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor J. Rivera stated that Kelly Curran, Personnel Director, discussed efforts to address racism,
equity, and inclusiveness, highlighting recent training sessions attended by department heads. She
added that there were also bias and sexual harassment trainings attended by 309 employees, with a
plan to train the rest of the employees. She also stated that a survey would go out to employees on
workplace culture. She also noted that Councilor I. Rivera brought up making the training on racism
and diversity mandatory for all employees.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that we create a Food Economy
Coalition to identify and propose innovative policies, programming, and/or project solutions to
improve the Holyoke food system and food entrepreneurship. Recommendations will be made to
aligned bodies, such as the Office of Planning & Economic Development, the City Council, and
relevant city departments (eg. DPW, BOH, etc.)
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have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Jenny Rivera
Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor J. Rivera stated that this was being complied with as the process had gone through the
Ordinance Committee and adopted the previous year.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the City council invite the
Department of Public Works as well as the Parks & Recreation Department to a Public Safety
committee meeting to address the upkeep and or improvement of Laurel St. Park.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Jenny Rivera
Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor J. Rivera stated that another two orders had been filed later that addressed the lighting
and the fountain at the park.

Councilor Bartley emphasized that this was a small and beloved park. He then recalled that CDBG
funds were utilized to repoint and rebuild the fountain. He emphasized the value of the many parks
throughout the city.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that he and a local resident noticed that the benches had been removed,
which led him to learn from the Parks Department that they were temporarily removed in order to
fix the wooden slats and repaint the benches. He noted that the fountain was to be renamed for a
former Ward 3 councilor,

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.
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The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order That the DPW seek an alternative
solution for rock salt. Salt is corrosive to vehicles and roads, and can contaminate drinking water
and be toxic to wildlife.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Jenny Rivera
Israel Rivera
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor J. Rivera stated that the DPW previously had concerns about the prohibitive cost of
exploring alternatives to the currently used materials.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

(1:49:50)

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia
letter appointing Mr. Axel Fontanez, 71 Lynch Dr. to serve as an Associate of the Board of Appeals
for the City of Holyoke: Mr. Fontanez will serve a three year term; said term will expire on July 1,
2026.

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed.

Committee Members:

Juan Anderson-Burgos
Carmen Ocasio
Howard Greaney Jr

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that Mr. Fontanez was impressive, as was his resume. He added
that Mr. Fontanez was active in the community, serving as the Housing Director for Providence
Ministries, ambassador for the Chamber of Commerce, and co-owned his own business.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia,
letter appointing Ms. Patricia Normand, 36 Pleasant St. to serve as a member of the Conservation
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Commission for the City of Holyoke: Ms. Normand will replace Ms. Chelsea Gazillo and will serve
Ms. Gazillo’s remainder term; said term will expire on February 1, 2025.

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed.

Committee Members:

Juan Anderson-Burgos
Carmen Ocasio
Howard Greaney Jr

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that Ms. Normand successfully ran a bakery with her husband in
Northampton for 33 years. He also stated that she was a member of the Holyoke rows boathouse
and was an active member in multiple communities. He also stated that she impressed everyone on
the committee.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia
letter appointing Ms. Zaisha Robert, 267 Walnut St. to serve as a member of the Historical
Commission for the City of Holyoke; Ms. Robert will replace Luis Salazar and will serve a three year
term; said term will expire on December 1, 2026.

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed.

Committee Members:

Juan Anderson-Burgos
Carmen Ocasio
Howard Greaney Jr

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that Ms. Robert graduated from Holyoke Community College,
worked for SR Commercial Realty, volunteered for EforAll, and was on the Board of Directors for
the YMCA. He also stated that her work in real estate would be instrumental on this board, noting
her passion for preserving original architecture and understanding that there was something to be
learned for future generations.
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Councilor Greaney stated that all 3 candidates were very impressive and were good choices by the
mayor.
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order that a Tree be planted out front of
city hall near the Dwight side in order to have a Permanent tree for lighting purposes.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Juan Anderson-Burgos
Carmen Ocasio
Howard Greaney Jr

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that the mayor conveyed that no active discussion was taking
place on this idea so the order could just be withdrawn.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua A. Garcia
letter appointing Ms. Rosanna A. Lopez, 253 Sargeant St. to serve as a member of the Board of
Appeals for the City of Holyoke: Ms. Lopez will replace Ms. Mary Monahan and will serve Ms.
Monahan’s remainder term; said term will expire on July 1, 2024.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw.

Committee Members:

Juan Anderson-Burgos
Carmen Ocasio
Howard Greaney Jr

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that there were questions that came up regarding Ms. Lopez
serving on two committees. He added that Paul Burns-Johnson was nominated and appointed
instead.

Councilor Bartley recalled that Mr. Burns-Johnson was approved last year. He noted that Mr. Burns-
Johnson worked at the PVTA and had been to the Council a couple of times to discuss a bus stop on
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South Street. He then recalled that Councilor Jourdain raised the issue of someone serving on two
committees at once, and that an opinion was requested but had not been provided.
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

(1:58:25)

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order That
OPED come to the D&GR committee to discuss how to help people start new small businesses in the

city.
have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Carmen Ocasio

Juan Anderson-Burgos
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Givner stated that the Director of OPED, as well as representatives from EforAll and the
Chamber of Commerce, were invited for the discussion. She noted that the presentations included
different ways to start a business, and the types of assistance that was available. She noted that
both organizations worked closely with OPED. She added that they would be working to show video
through Holyoke Media for easier public access to the information that was provided.

Councilor Jourdain stated that the meeting was more than they had hoped for in filing the order. He
then stated that everyone did a phenomenal job providing a lot of great information. He then
emphasized the value of having videos of online presentations showing step-by-step guides. He
suggested that this could lead to people from across the country seeing the information and starting
a business in the city, or providing the information to someone here in the city who may not know
where to start. He added that they also learned about the resources and grant funding available, as
well as the professional services to help guide people.

Councilor Ocasio stated that the presentation provided a lot of great information. She then noted
that she was able to explain to people afterwards about visiting the website and finding the
information they needed.
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Councilor Givner emphasized the importance of presentations like this in getting people
information on programs they may not know about.
---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order That
the DPW Director and Board Members be invited to a Dev & Gov Relations Committee meeting to
update the council on the status of operations, projects, and initiatives.

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with.

Committee Members:

Kocayne Givner
Michael Sullivan
Carmen Ocasio

Juan Anderson-Burgos
Patricia Devine

UNDER DISCUSSION:

Councilor Givner stated that a lengthy presentation was given by the DPW Director, Carl Rossi, as
well as the Board of Public Works Commissioners, Libby Hernandez, Mary Monahan, and Joe
Kietner. She then explained that the information they shared included finding new candidates for
tree climbers, that they were still looking for a City Engineer, shortages on drivers for their
highways and bridges division, leading to delays in work such as line painting and street repairs.
She added that they had garbage trucks and wood chippers that were old and needed to be
replaced. She also noted that they planned to roll out new recycling totes to residents. She also
stated that appreciated funding they received for training for the first time in many years. She
added that they discussed projects that would impact the sewer rate. She also noted that there was
exciting information on green infrastructure, noting that Holyoke was the forefront of this focus,
adding that these kinds of projects helped attract talent that may not find similar projects in many
other places. She also stated that the integrated management plan as well as the long term service
agreement were discussed.

Councilor Sullivan stated that the long term service contract of 20 years would likely come in at
around $200 million. He emphasized that it tied into economic possibilities through changes in
technology but would also be a part of addressing other issues such as climate change impacts. He
also extended an invitation for other councilors to go with him on a tour of the wastewater
treatment plant. He also emphasized the need to provide the DPW with the resources it needed.
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Councilor Devine commended Councilor Givner for holding a great meeting. She then noted that
bios on the DPW Director and their commissioners were provided, showing how well qualified they
all were.

---> Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS

(2:11:15)

President Murphy-Romboletti implored councilor not to debate items that would be sent to
committee.

Magrath-Smith - That Section 8.1.9 be amended to include the following language after the last
sentence: Requirement to submit new technical data If the Town acquires data that changes the
base flood elevation in the FEMA mapped Special Flood Hazard Areas, the Town will, within 6
months, notify FEMA of these changes by submitting the technical or scientific data that supports
the change(s.) Notification shall be submitted to:

. NFIP State Coordinator
Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
. NFIP Program Specialist

Federal Emergency Management Agency, Region |
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Magrath-Smith. I. Rivera- Ordered, that the Fire Chief communicate a written plan for supporting
firefighters to successfully complete their EMT Certifications, especially for those who have
previously failed to pass the exams required and are approaching the two year deadline.

Councilor Magrath-Smith suggested sending this to the Public Safety Committee.

Councilor Jourdain suggested that this could just be adopted right away and asking the Fire
Department to do it without needing a meeting to discuss it.

Councilor I. Rivera stated that he would prefer not to blindside the department, forcing them to feel
like they have to do it without having a conversation about it first.
---> Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.

Magrath-Smith, Greaney- Ordered, that the Director of Economic Development and Planning come
into the Finance Sub-Committee to discuss the use of cannabis impact fee funds and future
implications for us as a city.
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Councilor Greaney asked to be added to the order.
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Vacon- Ordered that a handicap sign be installed at 34 Maple Crest Circle Apt F, for Victor Acoasta.
Handicap Placard number PL6370776.
---> Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.

Murphy-Romboletti- Ordered, that Ordered that the City Council sign and support the attached
amended Resolution to create a state-authorized cultural district for at least (10) years to be named
the Puerto Rican Cultural District.

---> Received and referred to the Public Service Committee.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 60 and 61 as a
package.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024,
THIRTEEN THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FORTY TWO AND 00/100 Dollars ($13,342) as follows:
FROM:

11411-51103 PRINCIPAL CLERK - ASSESSOR $13,342

TOTAL:$13,342

TO:

16912-52420 REPAIR & MAINTENANCE WISTARIAHURST $13,342

TOTAL:$13,342

To the City Council:

[ hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held
Monday, March 6, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024, FOUR
THOUSAND SEVENTY AND 10/100 Dollars ($4,070.10) as follows:

FROM:

12201-51105

TOTAL:

TO:  FIREFIGHTER

$4,070.10 $4,070.10
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12201-51101 FIRE CHIEF  $4,070.10
TOTAL:$4,070.10

To the City Council:

[ hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held
Monday, March 6, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 62, 63, and 64 as a
package.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024,
TWENTY SEVEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY AND 00/100 Dollars ($27,430) as follows:
FROM:

12942-53010 CONTRACTED SERVICES-FORESTRY $27,430

TOTAL:$27,430

TO:

12941-51104 TREE CLIMBER $27,430

TOTAL:$27,430

To the City Council:

[ hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held
Monday, March 6, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
[tem was initially referred to Finance.
Motion was made and seconded to reconsider the previous action on item 62.

UNDER DISCUSSION:
Councilor Sullivan stated that he was seeking to adopt this right away, emphasizing that the city
had been trying for 10 years to get another tree climber funded and someone was finally hired.
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Councilor Devine agreed with taking it up right away, noting that the Finance Committee wouldn't
have a meeting to be able to take it up until March 20th. She added that it was time to give the DPW
what they needed.

Councilor Vacon noted that the department would finally be able to put a truck into use.

Councilor Jourdain stated that he was encouraged to see they finally hired someone. He suggested
they follow up later with details.

Councilor Devine clarified that it would be two new people.

Councilor Jourdain expressed his understanding that this transfer would be for the remainder of
the fiscal year. He then asked if the plan was to have two full time employees going forward.

Councilor Sullivan stated that they already had a city forester, clarifying that it wasn't two new full
times but just adding a tree climber that had not been filled for years. He then explained that this
would allow them to get twice as much work done, noting that contracted services were paid at the
prevailing age.

Councilor Ocasio stated that this was exciting, noting that a lot of trees in South Holyoke were
leaning against buildings, impacting asthma issues and causing bugs to get into apartments, forcing
people to keep their windows closed.

---> Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays---Yeas 13--Nays 0--
Absent 0.

Devine- Ordered that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 534, the City Council hereby
accepts the provisions of the "Friends of City Hall" $10,000 donation and authorizes the
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said donation.

Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting

Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant
to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period
of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report
which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be
submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city council's next agenda.

To the City Council:

[ hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held
Monday, March 6, 2024.
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Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Devine- Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby
accepts the provisions of the "MASS DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY RESOURCES GREEN COMMUNITIES
COMPETITIVE GRANT, $197,404, NO MATCH "grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or
other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources
associated with the administration of said grant.

Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting

Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant
to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period
of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report
which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be
submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city council's next agenda.

To the City Council:

[ hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held
Monday, March 6, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor

Councilor Bartley commended the City Clerk and the Administrative Assistant for working to add
the verbiage on grant reporting, emphasizing that departments should be on notice about the
ordinance requirement.

---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

JOURDAIN, Greaney - Ordered, that the Joint City Council and School Committee have a standing
order to report to the City Council on meeting topics originating from the School Committee.

Councilor Jourdain stated that he spoke with the Administrative Assistant on this item. He then
explained that this was being done as a courtesy to the School Committee so that when they file
orders that are discussed in Joint Committee meetings, this would allow those items to be reported
to the City Council as part of the committee reports.

Councilor Greaney asked to be added to the order.

Councilor Jourdain stated that the Joint Committee would be meeting on March 14th. He noted that
the rotation meant that the City Council was hosting Joint Committee meetings this term.
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President Murphy-Romboletti asked to clarify, on behalf of the Administrative Assistant, if the
order needed to be referred to the Joint Committee in order for those items to be reported out.

Jourdain stated that the adopted order would allow items to be reported out. He suggested that it
be copied to Charter and Rules to perhaps create a rule on this.
---> Received and Adopted. Copied to the Charter and Rules Committee.

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

(2:24:15)

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up Late Files A and B as a
package.

Jourdain- That the Water Commission and Manager come to the finance committee for an annual
financial update to discuss the status of their finances, projects and rates.
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

Devine- Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2024,
FIFTEEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($15,000) as follows:

FROM:

14101-51105 SR CIVILENGINEER  $15,000

TOTAL: $15,000

TO:

14261-51300 AUTO EQUIPMENT MAINT-OVERTIME  $15,000

TOTAL: $15,000

To the City Council:

[ hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held
Monday, March 6, 2024.

Joshua A Garcia, Mayor
---> Received and referred to the Finance Committee.

President Murphy-Romboletti - Order that the City accept Lynn Ann Drive and Richard Eger Drive
as public ways.
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Councilor Vacon recalled that she filed orders on this last April. She then asked if this was filed due
to the survey having been completed.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the Law Department asked her to refile this in order for
them to be eligible for Chapter 90 funds.

Councilor Vacon stated that she thought they were already with the Board of Public Works but was
happy to see anything get done to get the work accomplished. She then asked if it needed to go to
into the ordinances.

Councilor Jourdain stated that there was a process to accept the road, and that a public hearing
would be held involving the DPW. He then explained that continuances and discontinuances of
streets has usually gone to the Public Safety Committee.

Councilor Vacon asked for clarification on how to get this accomplished as quickly as possible.

Atty Bissonnette stated that once the City Council adopts the streets, and then takes the meets and
bounds prescribed by the Engineer for the road layout, it could then be adopted and sent to the
state to be added to the Chapter 90 funds equation for the city.

Councilor Vacon suggested that this be adopted as laid out by the Engineer and the Board of Public
Works.

Councilor Jourdain suggested that there needed to be a hearing.
Councilor Vacon asked if the Board of Public Works had done that yet.

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she did not believe so.
---> Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee.

Adjourned at 9:30 PM

Deonma Tl Mo
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MARCUM

ACCOUNTANTS 4 ADVISORS

INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

To the Mayor and City Council
City of Holyoke, Massachusetts

Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements
Opinions

We have audited the financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-type
activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of
Holyoke, Massachusetts (the City), as of and for the year ended June 30, 2022 (except for the
Holyoke Contributory Retirement System, which is as of and for the year ended December 31,
2021), and the related notes to the financial statements, which collectively comprise the City’s
basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents.

Summary of Opinions

Opinion Unit Type of Opinion
Governmental Activities Adverse
Business-Type Activities Adverse
Aggregate Discretely Presented Component Units Adverse
Holyoke Gas and Electric Company Enterprise Fund Adverse
General Fund Unmodified
ARPA Fund Unmodified
Sewer Enterprise Fund Unmodified
Aggregate Remaining Fund Information Adverse

Unmodified Opinions on General Fund, ARPA Fund, and Sewer Enterprise Fund

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all
material respects, the respective financial position of each major fund of the City of Holyoke,
Massachusetts, as of June 30, 2022, and the respective changes in financial position and, where
applicable, cash flows thereof for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America.

Adverse Opinions on the Governmental Activities, Business-Type Activities, the Aggregate
Discretely Presented Component Units, Holyoke Gas and Electric Company (enterprise fund)
and on the Aggregate Remaining Fund Information

In our opinion, because of the significance of the matter discussed in the “Basis for Adverse
Opinions on Governmental Activities, Business-Type Activities, the Aggregate Discretely
Presented Component Units, Holyoke Gas and Electric Company (enterprise fund), and on the

1
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Aggregate Remaining Fund Information” section of our report, the financial statements referred
to above do not present fairly, the financial position of the governmental activities, the business-
type activities, and the aggregate discretely presented component units, the Holyoke Gas and
Electric Company (enterprise fund), and the aggregate remaining fund information of the City of
Holyoke, Massachusetts, as of June 30, 2022, or the changes in financial position thereof for the
year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States
of America.

Basis for Opinions

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America (GAAS) and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in
Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditors’ Responsibilities for
the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. The financial statements of the
Holyoke Contributory Retirement System were not audited in accordance with Government
Auditing Standards. We are required to be independent of the City and to meet our other ethical
responsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We
believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our adverse and unmodified audit opinions.

Basis for Adverse Opinions on the Governmental Activities, Business-Type Activities, the
Aggregate Discretely Presented Component Units, Holyoke Gas and Electric Company
(enterprise fund) and on the Aggregate Remaining Fund Information

The financial statements do not include financial data for the City’s legally separate component
units. Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require the
financial data for those component units to be reported with the financial data of the City’s
primary government unless the City also issues financial statements for the financial reporting
entity that include the financial data for its component units. The City has not issued such
reporting entity financial statements. Because of this departure from accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of America, the assets, deferred outflows of resources,
liabilities, deferred inflows of resources, net position, revenues, and expenses of the
governmental activities, the business-type activities, the aggregate discretely presented
component units, and the Holyoke Gas and Electric Company (enterprise fund) would have
increased. In addition, the assets, deferred outflows of resources, liabilities, deferred inflows of
resources, fund balances, revenues, and expenditures of the aggregate remaining fund
information would have increased. The amount by which this departure would affect the assets,
deferred outflows of resources, liabilities, deferred inflows of resources net position/fund
balances, revenues, and expenses/expenditures has not been determined.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America, and
for the design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation

and fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether
due to fraud or error.
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In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are
conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the City’s
ability to continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement date,
including any currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly thereafter.

Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a
whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an
auditors’ report that includes our opinions. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but
is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement
when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher
than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered material if
there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influence the
judgment made by a reasonable user based on the financial statements.

In performing an audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we:

e Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the
audit.

e Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether
due to fraud or error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks.
Such procedures include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and
disclosures in the financial statements.

e Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control. Accordingly, no
such opinion is expressed.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of
significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall
presentation of the financial statements.

e Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the City’s ability to continue as a going
concern for a reasonable period of time.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other

matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal
control-related matters that we identified during the audit.
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Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that Man-
agement’s Discussion and Analysis, the budgetary comparison for the General Fund, and certain
pension and OPEB schedules be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such
information is the responsibility of management and, although not a part of the basic financial
statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be
an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate
operational, economic, or historical context. We have applied certain limited procedures to the
required supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in
the United States of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of
preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s
responses to our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained
during our audit of the basic financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any
assurance on the information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient
evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated March
11, 2024 on our consideration of the City’s internal control over financial reporting and on our
tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, grant agreements
and other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of
internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to
provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the City’s internal control over financial reporting or
on compliance. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with
Government Auditing Standards in considering the City’s internal control over financial
reporting and compliance.

Worewn LLP

Greenfield, MA
March 11, 2024
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CITY OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS
MANAGEMENT’S DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

JUNE 30, 2022

As management of the City of Holyoke (the City), we offer readers this narrative overview and
analysis of the financial activities of the City for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2022.

Overview of the Financial Statements

This discussion and analysis is intended to serve as an introduction to the basic financial
statements. The basic financial statements are comprised of three components (1) government-
wide financial statements, (2) fund financial statements, and (3) notes to financial statements.
This report also contains required supplementary information in addition to the basic financial
statements themselves.

Government-Wide Financial Statements
The government-wide financial statements are designed to provide readers with a broad
overview of our finances in a manner similar to a private-sector business.

The Statement of Net Position presents information on all assets, liabilities, deferred outflows
and inflows of resources, with the difference reported as net position. Over time, increases or
decreases in net position may serve as a useful indicator of whether the financial position is
improving or deteriorating.

The Statement of Activities presents information showing how the City’s net position changed
during the most recent fiscal year. All changes in net position are reported as soon as the
underlying event giving rise to the change occurs, regardless of the timing of related cash flows.
Thus, revenues and expenses are reported in this statement for some items that will only result in
cash flows in future fiscal periods (e.g., uncollected taxes and earned but unused vacation leave).

The government-wide financial statements distinguish functions that are principally supported by
taxes and intergovernmental revenues (governmental activities) from other functions that are
intended to recover all or a significant portion of their costs through user fees and charges
(business-type activities). The governmental activities include general government, public safety,
education, public works, health and human services, and culture and recreation. The business-
type activities include sewer activities.

Fund Financial Statements

A fund is a grouping of related accounts that is used to maintain control over resources that have
been segregated for specific activities or objectives. Fund accounting is used to ensure and
demonstrate compliance with finance-related legal requirements. The City’s funds can be divided
into three categories: governmental funds, proprietary funds, and fiduciary funds.

Governmental Funds

Governmental funds are used to account for essentially the same functions reported as
governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements. However, unlike the
government-wide financial statements, governmental fund financial statements focus on near-
term inflows and outflows of spendable resources, as well as on balances of spendable resources
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available at the end of the fiscal year. Such information may be useful in evaluating the City’s
near-term financing requirements.

Because the focus of governmental funds is narrower than that of the government-wide financial
statements, it is useful to compare the information presented for governmental funds with similar
information presented for governmental activities in the government-wide financial statements.
By doing so, readers may better understand the long-term impact of the City’s near-term
financing decisions. Reconciliations are provided to facilitate this comparison between
governmental funds and governmental activities.

Proprietary Funds

Proprietary fund reporting focuses on the determination of operating income, changes in net
position (or cost recovery), financial position, and cash flows. The proprietary fund category
includes enterprise and internal service funds.

Enterprise funds are used to report activity for which a fee is charged to external users, and must
be used when one of the following criteria are met (1) activity is financed with debt that is
secured solely by a pledge of the net revenues from fees and charges, (2) laws or regulations
require the activity’s costs of providing services be recovered with fees and charges, and (3) the
pricing policies of the activity established fees and charges designed to recover its costs,
including capital costs such as depreciation and debt service. The primary focus on these criteria
is on fees charged to external users. Enterprise funds are used to report the same functions
presented as business-type activities in the government-wide financial statements, only in more
detail. Specifically, an enterprise fund is used to account for sewer operations, which is
considered to be a major fund.

Internal service funds are an accounting device used to accumulate and allocate costs internally
among various functions. Specifically, internal service funds are used to account for the fuel
depot operations. Because these services predominantly benefit governmental rather than
business-type functions, they have been included within governmental activities in the
government-wide financial statements.

Fiduciary Funds

Fiduciary funds are used to account for resources held for the benefit of parties outside the City.
Fiduciary funds are not reflected in the government-wide financial statements because the
resources of those funds are not available to support the City’s own programs. The accounting
used for fiduciary funds is much like that used for proprietary funds.

Notes to Financial Statements

The notes provide additional information that is essential to a full understanding of the data
provided in the government-wide and fund financial statements.
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Required Supplementary Information

In addition to the basic financial statements and accompanying notes, this report also presents
certain required supplementary information, which is required to be disclosed by accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.

Financial Highlights

e As of the close of the current fiscal year, net position in governmental activities was
$(228,411,007), a change of $16,422,626, and net position in business-type activities was
$9,429,097, a change of $1,820,682.

e As of the close of the current fiscal year, governmental funds reported combined ending fund
balances of $55,018,281, a change of $11,169,771 in comparison to the prior year.

e At the end of the current fiscal year, unassigned fund balance for the General Fund was
$29,181,836, a change of $5,155,903 in comparison to the prior year.

Government-Wide Financial Analysis

The following is a summary of condensed government-wide financial data for the current and
prior fiscal year.

Net Position

Governmental Business-Type
Activities Activities Total
2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021

Assets

Current and other assets $ 101,359,385 $ 90,804,088 $ 6,727,682  $ 3,597,370 $ 108,087,067 $ 94,401,458

Capital assets 91,725,387 91,947,914 25,199,977 23,246,049 116,925,364 115,193,963
Total Assets 193,084,772 182,752,002 31,927,659 26,843,419 225,012,431 209,595,421
Deferred Outflows of Resources 46,058,042 59,444,012 19,110 13,207 46,077,152 59,457,219
Liabilities

Other liabilities 39,033,967 38,000,538 8,308,091 3,912,940 47,342,058 41,913,478

Long-term liabilities 314,988,556 424,030,923 14,134,290 15,277,957 329,122,846 439,308,880
Total Liabilities 354,022,523 462,031,461 22,442 381 19,190,897 376,464,904 481,222,358
Deferred Inflows of Resources 113,531,298 24,998,186 75,291 57,314 113,606,589 25,055,500
Net Position

Net investment

in capital assets 61,204,948 59,126,820 5,556,782 4,575,025 66,761,730 63,701,845

Restricted 14,945,445 12,551,608 - - 14,945,445 12,551,608

Unrestricted (304,561,400) (316,512,061) 3,872,315 3,033,390 (300,689,085) (313,478,671)
Total Net Position $ (228411,007) $ (244,833,633) § 9,429,007 $ 7,608,415 $ (218981,910) $ (237,225218)
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As noted earlier, net position may serve over time as a useful indicator of the City’s financial
position. At the close of the most recent fiscal year, total net position was $(218,981,910), a
change of $18,243,308 in comparison to the prior year.

The largest portion of net position $66,761,730 reflects our investment in capital assets (e.g.,
land, buildings and improvements, machinery, equipment, and furnishings, and infrastructure),
less any related debt used to acquire those assets that is still outstanding. These capital assets are
used to provide services to citizens; consequently, these assets are not available for future
spending. Although the investment in capital assets is reported net of related debt, it should be
noted that the resources needed to repay this debt must be provided from other sources, since the
capital assets themselves cannot be used to liquidate these liabilities.

An additional portion of net position $14,945,445 represents resources that are subject to
external restrictions on how they may be used. The remaining balance of unrestricted net
position reflects a deficit of $(304,561,400) in governmental activities primarily resulting from
unfunded pension and OPEB liabilities and a surplus of $3,872,315 in business-type activities.

8
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Change in Net Position

Governmental Business-Type
Activities Activities Total
2022 2021 2022 2021 2022 2021
Revenues
Programrevenues:
Charges for services $ 7495401  $ 5047811  $ 9,440,155  § 8,879,209 $ 16935556 $ 13,927,020
Operating grants
and contributions 138,066,274 131,154,358 - - 138,066,274 131,154,358
Capital grants
and contributions 6,910,526 4,242,368 1,237,000 - 8,147,526 4,242,368
General revenues:
Property taxes 59,612,401 57,294,008 - - 59,612,401 57,294,008
Excises 3,209,953 3,356,750 - - 3,209,953 3,356,750
Penalties, interest, and
other taxes 4,044,549 3,048,973 - - 4,044,549 3,048,973
Grants and contributions
not restricted to
specific programs 12,988,543 10,857,632 124,248 - 13,112,791 10,857,632
Investment income (loss) (976,198) 4,379,617 12,209 1,582 (963,989) 4,381,199
Miscellaneous 553,518 554,805 - - 553,518 554,805
Total Revenues 231,904,967 219,936,322 10,813,612 8,880,791 242,718,579 228,817,113
Expenses
General government 13,171,046 12,521,490 - — 13,171,046 12,521,490
Public safety 30,351,252 37,520,739 - - 30,351,252 37,520,739
Education 135,678,293 140,922,951 - - 135,678,293 140,922,951
Public works 10,127,438 9,181,542 - - 10,127,438 9,181,542
Health and human services 2,412,308 2,758,126 - - 2,412,308 2,758,126
Culture and recreation 3,074,018 3,016,385 - - 3,074,018 3,016,385
Interest on long-term debt 1,341,176 1,443,807 -- -- 1,341,176 1,443,307
Intergovernmental 19,372,813 17,704,098 - - 19,372,813 17,704,098
Sewer services - - 8,946,927 8,485,373 8,946,927 8,485,373
Total Expenses 215,528,344 225,069,138 8,946,927 8,485,373 224,475,271 233,554,511
Change in Net Position
Before Transfers 16,376,623 (5,132,816) 1,866,685 395,418 18,243,308 (4,737,398)
Transfers In (Out) 46,003 (1,303,236) (46,003) 1,303,236 - —
Change in Net Position 16,422,626 (6,436,052) 1,820,682 1,698,654 18,243,308 (4,737,398)
Net Position - Beginning of Year (244,833,633) (238,397,581) 7,608,415 5,909,761 (237,225,218) (232,487,820)
Net Position - End of Year $ (228,411,007) $ (244.833,633) $ 9,429,097 $ 7,608,415 $ (218,981,910) $ (237,225,218)
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Governmental Activities
Governmental activities for the year resulted in a change in net position of $16,422,626. Key
elements of this change are as follows:

General Fund operations $ 7,172,496
ARPA major fund revenues in excess of expenditures 57,945
Nonmajor fund revenues and other financing sources
in excess of expenditures and other financing uses 3,939,330
Depreciation expense in excess of principal debt service (6,090,662)
Capital assets purchases 9,015,110
Bond proceeds (2,138,000)
Change in net pension liability, net of deferrals 12,623,782
Change in total OPEB liability, net of deferrals (7,651,699)
Other (533,670)
Internal service fund revenues in excess of expenditures 27,994
$ 16,422,626

Business-Type Activities
Business-type activities for the year resulted in a change in net position of $1,820,682. This
change resulted from revenues and capital contributions in excess of expenses and transfers out.

Financial Analysis of the City’s Funds

As noted earlier, fund accounting is used to ensure and demonstrate compliance with finance-
related legal requirements.

Governmental Funds

The focus of governmental funds is to provide information on near-term inflows, outflows, and
balances of spendable resources. Such information is useful in assessing financing requirements.
In particular, unassigned fund balance may serve as a useful measure of the City’s net resources
available for spending at the end of the fiscal year.

General Fund

The General Fund is the chief operating fund. At the end of the current fiscal year, unassigned
fund balance of the General Fund was $29,181,836, while total fund balance was $38,345,789.
As a measure of the General Fund’s liquidity, it may be useful to compare both unassigned fund
balance and total fund balance to General Fund expenditures. Refer to the table below.
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% of
General Fund
General Fund June 30, 2022 June 30, 2021 Change Expenditures*
Unassigned Fund Balance $ 29,181,836 $ 24025933 $ 5,155,903 18.0%
Total Fund Balance $ 38,345,789 $ 31,173,293 $ 7,172,496 23.7%

* Expenditure amounts used to calculate the above percentage have been adjusted to exclude the on-behalf payment
from the Commonwealth to the Massachusetts Teachers Retirement System of $8,722,520.

The total fund balance of the General Fund changed by $7,172,496 during the current fiscal year.
Key elements of this change are as follows:

General Fund Operating Results:

Excess of tax collections compared to budget $ 426,431
State and local revenues over budget 3,104,038
Budgetary appropriations unspent by departments 1,122,433
Transfers in over budget 501,240
Transfers out over budget (67,993)

Difference between current year encumbrances to be
spent in the subsequent period and prior year

encumbrances spent in the current year (273,743)
Change in stabilization fund 2,360,090
57,172,496

Included in the total fund balance of the General Fund is the City’s stabilization fund with the
following balance:

June 30, 2022 June 30, 2021 Change

General stabilization fund $ 21,696,288 $ 19,336,198  $ 2,360,090

ARPA Fund

The ARPA fund accounts for COVID-19 related expenditures or negative economic impacts of
COVID-19 funded by the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). The fund balance of the ARPA
Fund changed by $57,945 as the result of investment income earned. At June 30, 2022, the
ARPA Fund reported $25,013,363 of received but unspent funding.

Nonmajor Governmental Funds
The fund balance of the nonmajor governmental funds changed by $3,939,330 primarily from
timing differences between the receipt and disbursement of grants and permanent financing of
capital projects.
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Proprietary Funds
Proprietary funds provide the same type of information found in the business-type activities
reported in the government-wide financial statements, but in more detail.

Unrestricted net position of the enterprise funds at the end of the year amounted to $3,872,315, a
change of $838,925 in comparison to the prior year.

Other factors concerning the finances of proprietary funds have already been addressed in the
entity-wide discussion of business-type activities.

Capital Assets and Debt Administration

Capital Assets

Total investment in capital assets for governmental and business-type activities at year-end
amounted to $116,925,364 (net of accumulated depreciation). This investment in capital assets
includes land, buildings and improvements, machinery, equipment, and furnishings, and infra-
structure. Major capital asset events during the current fiscal year included the following (in
thousands):

Depreciation expense - governmental activities $ (9,237)
Depreciation expense - business-type activities (1,256)
Building improvements

Education 179
Departmental vehicle purchases

Public safety 705

Education 176
Departmental equipment purchases

General government 84

Education 3,724

Public works 383
Infrastructure

Public works 168
Construction in progress

Crosswalk project 348

Roofreplacement 371

Sidewalk replacement 371

South Holyoke homes 3,277

Other 201

Jackson street sewer separation 1,973

Combined sewer overflow 265
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Additional information on capital assets can be found in the Notes to Financial Statements.

Long-Term Debt
At the end of the current fiscal year, total bonded debt outstanding was $49,098,030, all of which
was backed by the full faith and credit of the City.

During the fiscal year 2022, the City maintained their AA rating from Standard & Poor’s (S&P)
Global Ratings for the City’s existing debt.

Additional information on long-term debt can be found in the Notes to Financial Statements.
Requests for Information

This financial report is designed to provide a general overview of the City’s finances for all those
with an interest in the City’s finances. Questions concerning any of the information provided in
this report or requests for additional financial information should be addressed to:

Ms. Tanya Wdowiak, City Auditor
City of Holyoke
20 Korean Veterans Plaza
City Hall Annex
Holyoke, MA 01040
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Governmental Business-Type
Activities Activities Total
Assets
Current Assets
Cash and short-term investments $ 70,378,551  $ 3725051  $ 74,103,602
Investments 15,991,865 -- 15,991,865
Receivables, net of allowance for uncollectibles:
Property taxes 3,184,946 -- 3,184,946
Excises 807,080 - 807,080
User fees 188,459 3,002,631 3,191,090
Departmental and other 577,601 - 577,601
Intergovernmental 8,357,997 - 8,357,997
Internal balances 379,975 -- 379,975
Other assets 197,183 -- 197,183
Total Current Assets 100,063,657 6,727,682 106,791,339
Noncurrent Assets
Property taxes 735,728 - 735,728
Loans 560,000 - 560,000
Capital assets:
Nondepreciable capital assets 21,370,875 7,303,785 28,674,660
Other capital assets, net
ofaccumulated depreciation 70,354,512 17,896,192 88,250,704
Total Noncurrent Assets 93,021,115 25,199,977 118,221,092
Total Assets 193,084,772 31,927,659 225,012,431
Deferred Outflows of Resources
Related to pension 8,394,103 19,110 8,413,213
Related to OPEB 37,663,939 - 37,663,939
Total Deferred Outflows of Resources 46,058,042 19,110 46,077,152

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Governmental Business-Type
Activities Activities Total
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts payable $ 3339517 $ - 3 3,339,517
Accrued payroll and withholdings 6,147,787 -- 6,147,787
Accrued liabilities 437,046 135,355 572,401
Notes payable 3,900,276 5,621,984 9,522,260
Unearned revenue 25,013,363 2,550,752 27,564,115
Other liabilities 195,978 - 195,978
Current portion of long-term liabilities:
Bonds payable 3,445,557 1,111,376 4,556,933
Compensated absences liability 721,177 - 721,177
Lease financing agreements 483,621 -- 483,621
Total Current Liabilities 43,684,322 9,419,467 53,103,789
Noncurrent Liabilities
Bonds payable, net of current portion 31,631,262 12,909,835 44,541,097
Compensated absences liability, net of current portion 6,490,589 -- 6,490,589
Net pension liability 49,670,299 113,079 49,783,378
Total OPEB liability 222,546,051 - 222,546,051
Total Noncurrent Liabilities 310,338,201 13,022,914 323,361,115
Total Liabilities 354,022,523 22,442 381 376,464,904
Deferred Inflows of Resources
Related to pension 31,903,177 75,291 31,978,468
Related to OPEB 81,068,121 - 81,068,121
Related to loans 560,000 -- 560,000
Total Deferred Inflows of Resources 113,531,298 75,291 113,606,589
Net Position
Net investment in capital assets 61,204,948 5,556,782 66,761,730
Restricted for:
Grants and other statutory restrictions 14,292,939 - 14,292,939
Endowment funds:
Expendable 652,506 -- 652,506
Unrestricted (304,561,400) 3,872,315 (300,689,085)
Total Net Position $ (228,411,007)  $ 9,429,097 $ (218,981,910)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Governmental Activities
General government
Public safety
Education
Public works
Health and human services
Culture and recreation
Interest on long-term debt
Intergovernmental

Total Governmental Activities

Business-Type Activities
Sewer services

Total Business-Type Activities

Program Revenues

Net (Expenses) Revenue and Changes in Net Position

Operating Capital Business-
Charges for Grants and Grants and Governmental Type
Expenses Services Contributions Contributions Activities Activities Total
$ 13,171,046 $ 1,740,606 $ 5,742,800 $ 2,423,189 $ (3,264,451) - (3,264,451)
30,351,252 1,384,971 2,426,477 -- (26,539,804) - (26,539,304)
135,678,293 3,212,705 128,133,007 902,490 (3,430,091) - (3,430,091)
10,127,438 683,050 715,023 83,145 (8,646,220) - (8,646,220)
2,412,308 308,452 784,965 3,501,702 2,182,811 - 2,182,811
3,074,018 165,617 264,002 -- (2,644,399) - (2,644,399)
1,341,176 - - -- (1,341,176) - (1,341,176)
19,372,813 - - - (19,372,813) - (19,372,813)
215,528,344 7,495,401 138,066,274 6,910,526 (63,056,143) - (63,056,143)
8,946,927 9,440,155 - 1,237,000 - 1,730,228 1,730,228
8,946,927 9,440,155 - 1,237,000 - 1,730,228 1,730,228
$ 224475271 $ 16,935,556 $ 138,066,274 $ 8,147,526 (63,056,143) 1,730,228 (61,325,915)
General Revenues and Transfers
Property taxes 59,612,401 - 59,612,401
Excises 3,209,953 - 3,209,953
Penalties, interest, and other taxes 4,044,549 - 4,044,549
Grants and contributions not restricted
to specific programs 12,988,543 124,248 13,112,791
Investment income (loss) (976,198) 12,209 (963,989)
Miscellaneous 553,518 - 553,518
Transfers, net 46,003 (46,003) -
Total General Revenues and Transfers 79,478,769 90,454 79,569,223
Change in Net Position 16,422,626 1,820,682 18,243,308
Net Position
Beginning of Year (244,833,633) 7,608,415 (237,225,218)
End of Year $  (228,411,007) 9,429,097 (218,981,910)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Nonmajor Total
General ARPA Governmental Governmental
Fund Fund Funds Funds
Assets
Cash and short-terminvestments  $ 25,349,147 $ 25,071,738 $ 19,957,666 $ 70,378,551
Investments 15,515,700 -- 476,165 15,991,865
Receivables:
Property taxes 4,153,878 - - 4,153,878
Excises 1,651,175 - - 1,651,175
Departmental and other 439,975 - 137,626 577,601
Intergovernmental 373,789 - 7,984,208 8,357,997
Loans -- -- 560,000 560,000
Tax liens 2,512,720 -- -- 2,512,720
Due from other funds 1,452,802 - - 1,452,802
Other assets 197,183 - - 197,183
Total Assets $ 51,646,369 $ 25,071,738 $ 29,115,665 $ 105,833,772
Liabilities
Accounts payable $ 108,864 $ - $ 3,230,653 $ 3,339,517
Accrued payroll and withholdings 5,004,903 - 1,142,884 6,147,787
Due to other funds -- - 1,072,677 1,072,677
Notes payable -- - 3,900,276 3,900,276
Uneamed revenue -- 25,013,363 - 25,013,363
Other liabilities 113,205 -- 197 113,402
Total Liabilities 5,226,972 25,013,363 9,346,687 39,587,022
Deferred Inflows of Resources
Unavailable revenues 8,073,608 - 3,154,861 11,228,469
Fund Balances
Restricted -- 58,375 22,405,743 22,464,118
Assigned 9,163,953 -- -- 9,163,953
Unassigned 29,181,836 -- (5,791,626) 23,390,210
Total Fund Balances 38,345,789 58,375 16,614,117 55,018,281
Total Liabilities, Deferred
Inflows of Resources,
and Fund Balances $ 51,646,369 $ 25,071,738 $ 29,115,665 $ 105,833,772

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Total Governmental Fund Balances $ 55,018,281

Capital assets used in governmental activities are not financial resources
and, therefore, are not reported in governmental funds. 91,725,387

Deferred outflows of resources related to pension to be recognized
in pension expense in future years. 8,394,103

Deferred outflows of resources related to OPEB to be recognized
in OPEB expense in future years. 37,663,939

Revenues are reported on the accrual basis of accounting (net of
allowance for uncollectible accounts) and are not deferred until
collection. 7,078,450

Internal service fund is used by management to account for fuel depot
activities. The assets and liabilities of the internal service fund are
included in the governmental activities in the Statement of Net Position. 105,733

In the Statement of Activities, interest is accrued on outstanding
long-term debt, whereas in governmental funds, interest is not
reported until due. (437,046)

Long-term liabilities are not due and payable in the current period
and, therefore, are not reported in governmental funds:

Bonds payable (35,076,819)
Lease financing agreements (483,621)
Net pension liability (49,670,299)
Total OPEB liability (222,546,051)
Compensated absences liability (7,211,766)
Deferred inflows of resources related to pension to be recognized
in pension expense in future years. (31,903,177)
Deferred inflows of resources related to OPEB to be recognized
n OPEB expense in future years. (81,068,121)
Net Position of Governmental Activities $(228,411,007)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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Revenues
Property taxes
Excises
Penalties, interest, and other taxes
Charges for services
Intergovernmental
Licenses and permits
Fines and forfeitures
Contributions and donations
Investment income (loss)
Miscellaneous

Total Revenues

Expenditures
Current:
General government
Public safety
Education
Public works
Health and human services
Culture and recreation
Employee benefits
Debt service:
Principal
Interest
Intergovernmental

Total Expenditures
Excess of Revenues Over Expenditures

Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Proceeds of bonds
Issuance of capital lease
Transfers in
Transfers out

Total Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Change in Fund Balance

Fund Balance, at Beginning of Year

Fund Balance, at End of Year

Nonmajor Total
General ARPA Governmental Governmental
Fund Fund Funds Funds
58,956,929 -- $ 572,056 $ 59,528,985
3,512,206 - - 3,512,206
4,044,549 -- - 4,044,549
1,256,103 -- 4,779,839 6,035,942
110,179,146 2,402,200 46,297,470 158,878,816
799,938 -- -- 799,938
272,061 -- - 272,061
- -- 121,687 121,687
(1,018,336) 57,945 (15,807) (976,198)
17,412 -- 536,106 553,518
178,020,008 2,460,145 52,291,351 232,771,504
3,975,037 2,402,200 5,800,036 12,177,273
23,398,781 -- 1,978,121 25,376,902
84,677,132 -- 35,564,879 120,242,011
5,462,941 -- 2,772,712 8,235,653
1,461,092 -- 3,576,470 5,037,562
1,740,090 -- 319,952 2,060,042
26,154,296 - 1,058,333 27,212,629
3,156,906 -- - 3,156,906
1,379,126 -- -- 1,379,126
19,372,813 -- -- 19,372,813
170,778,214 2,402,200 51,070,503 224,250,917
7,241,794 57,945 1,220,848 8,520,587
- -- 2,199,100 2,199,100
404,081 - - 404,081
501,240 -- 1,031,392 1,532,632
(974,619) -- (512,010) (1,486,629)
(69,298) -- 2,718,482 2,649,184
7,172,496 57,945 3,939,330 11,169,771
31,173,293 430 12,674,787 43,848,510
38,345,789 58,375 $ 16,614,117 $ 55,018,281

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES OF GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS TO THE

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2022

Net Change in Fund Balances - Total Governmental Funds

Governmental funds report capital outlays as expenditures. However,
in the Statement of Activities the cost of those assets is allocated over
their estimated useful lives and reported as depreciation expense:

Capital outlay
Depreciation

The issuance of long-term debt provides current financial
resources to governmental funds, while the repayment of the principal
of long-term debt consumes the financial resources of governmental
funds. Neither transaction, however, has any effect on net position:

Issuance of general obligation bonds
Issuance of lease financing agreements
Repayments of general obligation bonds
Repayments of lease financing agreements

Revenues in the Statement of Activities that do not provide current
finan