
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
APRIL 21, 2026 

[IGNORE_INDENT] 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

REGULAR AND PENDING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 

1. June 11, 2024, September 4, 2024, and April 15, 2025 Executive Session Minutes - 
Reviewed and ready for partial release as of September 17, 2025 

2. December 9, 2024 Finance Committee Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and 
withheld in entirety as of September 17, 2025 

3. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos-
meeting minutes from April 7, 2026 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

4. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos - 
October 7, 2025 meeting minutes 

5. From Lauren Niles, Holyoke Planning Board, recommendation for creation of an RC 
district. 

6. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the city adopt an 
ordinance that would prohibit the use of SGARs on City-owned properties. 
Recommended that the order be adopted, and that the Board of Health be requested for 
a written plan on transitioning to alternatives. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

7. From Mayor Joshua Garcia-letter reappointing Michael J Sullivan of 43 Park Slope to 
serve as a member of the HEDIC board. Mr. Sullivan will serve a three-year term 
expiring June 30, 2029. 

8. From Mayor Joshua Garcia-letter reappointing Stephen Fay of 218 Pleasant St. as a 
member of the Local Historical Commission.  Mr. Fay will serve a three-year term 
expiring July 1, 2029. 

9. From Assistant City Solictor Jane Mantolesky- Opinion Regarding Mayoral Appointment 
of Temporary City Treasurer 

10. From Kelly Curran, HR Director, Auditor Recruitment Update 2026 

11. From Kelly Curran, HR Director, Update on City MMA Recruitment and Selection 
Process 
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12. From CliftonLarsonAllen LLP-update on city's cash reconciliations 

13. From the CPA Committee- FY26 Recommendations to City Council 

14. From Various Residents-letter and petition regarding zoning package 

15. City Council Notice of Decision, Special permit application, Holyoke Mall, Dicks House 
of Sport at 50 Holyoke St 

PETITIONS 

16. Petition from Brad Matthew Jewelers-renewal of a Second Hand License at 2225 
Northampton St. 

17. Petition from Peter Hannoush-renewal of a Second Hand License at 50 Holyoke St. 

18. Petition from Ivory Billards for 17 pool tables at 151 Chestnut St. 

19. Peitition from Colleen Hannigan of 5 Brightwood Ave for a Noconforming Structure 
(4.7.5) 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

20. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order the city of Holyoke apply 
to the legislature for a Home Rule petition that allows the city to expand the use of 
M.G.L. chapter 40, §22A ¾ which grants authority to municipalities to designate a 
parking space at City Hall for Veterans.   If the petition is granted, the city could create a 
local ordinance that would designate parking for veterans at municipal buildings other 
than City Hall.   
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

21. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, $2,000,000.00, 25% 
MATCH (WAIVED)” grant, and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method 
appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 
associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

22. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, NINE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED 
FIFTY AND 00/100 Dollars ($9,750.00) as follows: 
FROM 
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14261-51902 AUTO TEMP CO-OP      $4,750.00 
14261-51105 EVT MECHANIC        5,000.00 
  TOTAL    $9,750.00 
TO: 
14262-54800 MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL      $4,750.00 
14262-52410 R&M-VEHICLES         3,000.00 
14262-55835 TOOL REIMBURSEMENT        1,500.00 
14262-54830 SUPPLIES-MOTOR VEHICLES           500.00 
  TOTAL     $9,750.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

23. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, TEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
AND 00/100 Dollars ($10,500.00) as follows: 
FROM 
16931-51102 PAY-BUILDING CUSTODIAN   $10,500.00 
  TOTAL $10,500.00 
TO: 
16932-52500 R&M-BLDGS & GROUNDS    $10,500.00 
  TOTAL   $10,500.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

24. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, FOUR THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED 
AND 00/100 Dollars ($4,200.00) as follows: 
FROM 
15432-53190 EDUCATION & TRAINING   $4,200.00 
  TOTAL $4,200.00 
TO: 
19202-57200 OUT OF STATE TRAVEL    $4,200.00 
  TOTAL   $4,200.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

25. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND NINE 
HUNDRED ELEVEN AND 56/100 Dollars ($25,911.56) as follows: 
FROM 
11511-51103 PAY-ASSOCIATE SOLICITOR   $25,911.56 
  TOTAL $25,911.56 
TO: 
19412-57630 CLAIMS-GENERAL    $25,911.56 
  TOTAL   $25,911.56 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

26. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that Mayor Garcia & Open 
Architects/TJ Plante provide an update on the status of 2023, 2024 & 2025 financial 
reconciliations & free cash. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 
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27. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order That the Board of 
Health provide the City Council with an update on the effects of marijuana on the 
physical & mental health of residents use since "legalization in MA".   
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

28. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred a communication From Board of 
Health Director Tim Rivers-letter regarding cannabis use 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

29. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred a communication From Board of 
Health Director Tim Rivers- HPS Curriculum and Programs Addressing Substance Use 
Awareness 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

30. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that Animal Control 
present options for disposal of roadkill on sidewalks, streets, and city properties in 
general on weekends, including shifting the responsibility for picking up roadkill to a 
different city department, shifting the hours of workers, or hiring an on-call provider. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

31. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred a communication From Board of 
Health- Animal Control response to road kill order.Recommended that the order has 
been complied with. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

32. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the conservation 
commission provide minutes of the process & summary of discussion & votes for the 
wetlands enforcement order at 77 Mayer Drive and provide any appeal process 
available to neighbors/abutters. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

33. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred a communication From 
Conservation Commission, August 28, 2025  meeting minutes 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

34. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the City Of 
Holyoke install a Street Light at the Corner of Linden Street and Suffolk Street on the 
even side of Linden St. 
Recommended that the order be referred to the Board of Public Works.  

35. The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order that Paul Burns-
Johnson be interviewed for his (already approved) appointment to the Planning Board 
by the Public Service Committee (as was done with Grant Schlosstein post 
appointment).  A review of the records by our Administrative Assistant indicates, 
although it was thought an interview took place in Public Service prior to his initial 
appointment to the Board of Appeals, it was approved by the city council without being 
referred to committee. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 
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36. The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred a Letter of appointment for Mr. 
Kevin A. Rice of 52 Fairfield Avenue to serve on the Local Historic District Commission. 
Mr. Rice will replace Mr. Stephen Fay and will finish the remainder of Mr. Fay's term 
expiring July 1, 2028. 
Recommended that the appointment be confirmed.  

37. The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred a letter appointing Ms. Susan 
Brouillette of 179 Morgan St. to serve on the Local Historic District Commission. Ms. 
Brouillette will replace Mr. David Owen and will serve the reminder of his term, expiring 
July 1, 2028. 
Recommended that the appointment be confirmed.  

38. The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred a letter appointing Mr. Henry N. 
Martinez-Cartagena of 59 Chestnut St. Apt 4 to serve as a Commissioner on the Park 
and Rec.  Mr. Marinez-Cartagena will replace Mr. Moquin and will serve the remainder 
of his term expiring June 30, 2027. 
Recommended that the appointment be confirmed.  

39. The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order Request that Holyoke 
begin the process of developing a position of Poet Laureate for the City of Holyoke. A 
Poet Laureate is a poet appointed by a government or other conferring institution who 
uses the role to foster public appreciation of poetry and literary arts, and to advance 
culture, literacy, and creative expression.. Many of our neighboring communities have 
named Poet Laureates through their arts organizations; Holyoke's could be a 
collaborative effort between the Holyoke Local Cultural Council, the Mayor's Office, the 
Tourism Advisory Committee, and/or other community organizations. As Holyoke 
bolsters its business economy, we must boost our creative economy as well.  
Recommended that the order be adopted.  

40. The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred a letter appointing Jeff Burkott 
and Davin Pasek as the Fence Viewer Committee. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

41. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order add a rule that 
any city councilor named by a speaker during public speak has 2 minutes to respond at 
the end of public speak. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

42. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the 
Honorable Holyoke City Council petition the Great and General Court of Massachusetts 
to amend Section 15 of the Holyoke Charter to reflect the new appointing authorities  to 
financial departments be set by ordinance.  
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

43. Vacon- ORDER: that the City Council adopt MGL Chapter 60 Section 3d and a fund be 
established to accept voluntary donations, designated on motor vehicle excise tax 
bills.  This fund is established for the purpose of defraying the real estate taxes of 
elderly and disabled persons of low income.This is requested in light of recent high tax 
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increases, to help with affordability issues threatening the ability of homeowners to 
remain in their homes, even after mortgages are paid off.  

44. Anderson-Burgos-Ordered that the DPW install a Handicpa Parking Sign for Yaritz 
Garcia or 122 Leary Dr. #PL9650718 

45. Devine- ORDERED:  That the City Council present proclamations to the HHS girls 
basketball team for receiving the Eileen Monaghan Sportsmanship Award. 

46. Devine-ORDERED that any person who is a realtor or owns a real estate business who 
is appointed by the Mayor to the Planning Board and confirmed by the City Council 
SHALL recuse themselves from any zoning vote that would enrich them or their 
business unless they receive written approval from the State Conflict of Interest 
department. 

47. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, THREE HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHT AND 58/100 Dollars ($338.58) as 
follows: 
FROM 
12102-53190 EDUCATION & TRAINING     $338.58 
  TOTAL   $338.58 
TO: 
19202-57200 OUT OF STATE TRAVEL     $338.58 
  TOTAL    $338.58 

48. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, SIX THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($6,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 
15452-53010 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES   $6,000.00 
  TOTAL $6,000.00 
TO: 
0510-52420 R&M-OTHER    $6,000.00 
  TOTAL   $6,000.00 

49. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF FIRE 
SERVICES FIREFIGHTER SAFETY EQUIPMENT, $23,500.00, NO 
MATCH” grant, and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method 
appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 
associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 

50. Magrath-Smith - Ordered that the City Council review the CPA Financial Report.  
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51. Magrath-Smith - Ordered that the City Council review and approve the proposed 2026 
funding recommendations from the Community Preservation Act Committee. 

52. Murphy-Romboletti- Ordered that the City Council discuss and possibly amend Rule 2A 
so that regular meetings of the full city council would start at 6:30pm unless otherwise 
noted.  

53. Murphy-Romboletti- Ordered that the City Council consider adding a new rule to Section 
2: Meetings, that if a councilor attends regular meetings of the City Council remotely for 
more than two consecutive meetings, a written explanation shall be provided to the 
Council President. Councilors who choose to participate remotely will be asked to 
participate with their camera on. 

54. Murphy-Romboletti- Order that sections 2-35 (b) (i), (ii), and (iv) of the code of 
ordinances be deleted to allow for hiring new employees above the mid range. 

55. Murphy-Romboletti - Ordered that Rule 2A be suspended for the May 19th City Council 
meeting to allow the meeting to begin at 6:30 p.m. for the mayor's State of the City 
address and budget presentation. This is meant as a more efficient alternative to calling 
a special meeting.  

56. Panitch, Thalheimer-Ordered, that the City Council review Holyoke's municipal rules, 
ordinances, and any related materials that may be discovered during the process of 
review, relatiing to notices to citizens of proposed changes in the Zoning Ordinance and 
publication of such notices, and make such amendments to our ordinances and rules 
that may be found desirable in light of that review. While required notices are set forth in 
state law, a review of our local ordinances, etc., may reveal inefficiencies that are not 
required by said state law. 
This order is intended to be broadly construed to cover any public notice requirements, 
with respect to any other matters, that may be found to be affected by such municipal 
rules or ordinances. 
Receive and send to Ordinance, with a copy to the Law Department. 

57. Panitch, Thalheimer: Ordered, That the Council revisit and comprehensively revise the 
noise provisions of Chapter 83 of the Holyoke Code of Ordinances to reflect 
contemporary circumstances and address noise issues in the City of Holyoke.  

58. Purcell-Ordered, that the Honorable City Council, in accordance with M.G.L. Ch. 30B 
and the Holyoke Code of Ordinances procurement ordinance, declare 141 West Street 
(Assessors Map 033, Block 02, Parcel 008) as surplus property available for disposition. 
The property was acquired via a judgement in a tax lien case in 2023. It is 
approximately 6,534 square feet, zoned Downtown Residential and has an assessed 
value of $39,000. 

59. Rivera, I.-Ordered, that the Honorable City Council recognize Ricardo Rodriguez for his 
induction into the Ocean State Grand National Hall of Fame in Warwick, Rhode Island, 
and that the Council issue a proclamation in his honor.Mr. Rodriguez, founder of 
Holyoke Kenpo, has dedicated many years to working with youth in the City of Holyoke. 
Through his instruction and mentorship, he has helped young people develop discipline, 
character, and confidence while providing a positive and supportive environment for 
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personal growth.His commitment to mentoring youth and strengthening the community 
has had a lasting impact on many families throughout Holyoke. 

60. Thalheimer -- Invite any and all interested members of the Commission on Disability to 
come to a meeting of the Public Safety committee for a conversation highlighting the 
work that they are doing in Holyoke and recently raised concerns around parking and 
accessibility.  Send to Public Safety. 

61. Thalheimer, Panitch -- Request HPD to provide the Public Safety committee with a copy 
of any and all current/active loudspeaker permit applications for Wyckoff Country Club 
(with any personally identifying information such as DOB and SSN etc. redacted). Send 
to Public Safety. 

62. Thalheimer, Panitch -- Request License Board to provide the Public Safety committee 
with a copy of any and all current/active Entertainment permit applications for Wyckoff 
Country Club (with any personally identifying information such as DOB and SSN etc. 
redacted), including a list of any conditions attached to said permit(s), if any.  Send to 
Public Safety. 

63. Vacon- Greaney- ORDER:  that city council go to the first ballot to elect a treasurer at 
the April 21, 2026 city council meeting in accordance with our current charter.  Our city 
council appointed Collector has indicated interest in the Treasurer/Collector position.  A 
majority of the city council has had the opportunity to interview our Collector. This 
appointment would legally establish the Treasurer position & for practical purposes 
combines the positions, while waiting for further charter changes that will be sent to the 
state legislature in a home rule petition.  Transition changes can happen in coordination 
with other ordinance changes.  

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Addendum: 
Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 
beginning of the next regular meeting. 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 
discussed at the meeting.   

Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 

 
   

   
 City Clerk 

  
[IGNORE_INDENT] 
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Mayor Joshua A. Garcia Office of Planning & Economic Development 

City of Holyoke 

March 20, 2026 

Meaghan Magrath-Smith, Chairperson 
City Council Ordinance Committee 
Holyoke City Hall 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040 

Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Reform: Retail Center District {RC) 

Dear Councilor Magrath-Smith, 

Planning Department 

Please be advised that at its March 10, 2026, meeting, the Holyoke Planning Board discussed a proposed Retail Center 
District (RC) recommending that it be moved forward for public hearing to begin discussions to replace the existing 
Shopping Center (SC) zoning as well as other zoning utilized for similar uses, similar to other Phase 1 zoning 
recommendations. After consideration of all the information and work throughout the Comprehensive Plan process, 
the Board voted unanimously to recommend to the Ordinance Committee of the City Council that they consider the 
attached zoning map, text and narrative change and allow the public hearing process to commence by both the 
Planning Board and the Ordinance Committee. The Planning Board is putting forward Retail Center zoning again 
because it addresses a history of business owner and community concerns suggesting that the patchwork of zones 
within the Ingleside area can be confusing and detrimental to business development. 

The RC district is proposed in order to provide for facilities in an appropriate location with an appropriate design, scale 
and intensity which will create a harmonious and functional relationship with the immediate surroundings and 
community, as well as support the long-term sustainability of a retail district in the City of Holyoke. It will create a 
cohesive commercial / retail district that is currently zoned a combination of BL, BG, BH, IG, IP and SC providing 
maximum development flexibility. These regulations would only apply to retail centers that are developed in specific 
geographic areas where commercial retail uses exist and should be fostered. 

The Planning Board believes that the RC zoning aligns with the goals of the Comprehensive Plan to simplify the zoning 
map and make the zoning ordinance more inclusive and better suited to future development, while enhancing the 
rights of current property owners. 

If you have any questions regarding this initiative, or if we can be of any other assistance, please feel free to contact 
me. 

Lauren Niles 
Holyoke Planning Board, Chairperson 

Cc: Mayor, City Clerk 

20 KOREAN VETERANS' PLAZA, SUITE406 • HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040-5000 
PHONE: (413) 322-5575 • E-MAIL: planning@holyoke.org 

Birthplace of Volleyball 
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           Mayor Joshua A. Garcia                                         Lisa A. Ball, Esq.   
           

                 City of Holyoke                                                       City Solicitor 
 

Kathleen E. Degnan, Esq.             
Jane L. Mantolesky, Esq. 
Michael D. Bissonette, Esq.        
Mary E. Gotham, Paralegal 

 
 

20 KOREAN VETERANS PLAZA • CITY HALL ANNEX, SUITE 204 • HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040-5019 
PHONE: (413) 322-5580• EMAIL: Solicitor@holyoke.org 

 
Birthplace of Volleyball 

   
April 15, 2026 

Holyoke City Council 
City Council Chambers 
536 Dwight Street 
Holyoke, MA  01040 
 
RE: Opinion Regarding Appointment by Mayor of Temporary Treasurer  
 
Councilors:  
 

As a result of the April 7, 2026, City Council meeting, the City Council requested a legal 
opinion regarding the following,  

 
“the authority of the Mayor to make a temporary appointment of Treasurer when it is in 
direct conflict with our charter that calls for the city council to make a three (3) year 
appointment of a qualified treasurer.  Include in the opinion:  Should any appointment 
meet minimum qualifications for the position as established by ordinance? Also opine on 
the authority of the mayor to extend any temporary position beyond 60 days.  We have 
now been in violation of our charter for over one year and we should follow our charter 
until it is legally changed.” 

 
The City of Holyoke Charter (the “Charter”) provides that, “[the] city council shall also 

in the month of January, beginning in calendar year 2026, elect by ballot one treasurer who shall 
hold the office for the term of three (3) years beginning with the first Monday in February in the 
year of the election and until a successor is elected and qualified unless the position is sooner 
vacated.”  See Charter at Section 15.  To date, the City Council has not elected a City Treasurer 
by ballot.  Therefore, there is technically a vacancy in the position.   

 
Generally, the Charter requires that the City Council elect a new City Treasurer in the 

event of a vacancy.  The Charter specifically states, “[i]n case of a vacancy in the office of city 
clerk or city treasurer the city council shall elect a city clerk or city treasurer to fill such vacancy 
until the next municipal year; and in case of any disability in the city clerk or in the city treasurer 
to perform the duties required by this act or by law the city council shall elect a city clerk or city 
treasurer pro tempore. In each of such cases the city clerk or city treasurer shall be sworn and 
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           Mayor Joshua A. Garcia                                         Lisa A. Ball, Esq.   
           

                 City of Holyoke                                                       City Solicitor 
 

Kathleen E. Degnan, Esq.             
Jane L. Mantolesky, Esq. 
Michael D. Bissonette, Esq.        
Mary E. Gotham, Paralegal 

 
 

20 KOREAN VETERANS PLAZA • CITY HALL ANNEX, SUITE 204 • HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040-5019 
PHONE: (413) 322-5580• EMAIL: Solicitor@holyoke.org 

 
Birthplace of Volleyball 

shall perform such duties.”  See Charter at Section 6.  However, the analysis of the appointment 
of the City Treasurer in the event of vacancy does not end there.  

 
Specifically, MGL c. 41, Section 61A provides, “[i]f the office of … city treasurer…is 

vacant, or if any such officer, because of disability or absence, is unable to perform his duties, 
the mayor, without confirmation by the city council, any provision of a city charter to the 
contrary notwithstanding, shall appoint a temporary officer to hold such office and exercise the 
powers and perform the duties thereof until another is duly elected or appointed and has qualified 
according to law, or the officer who was disabled or incapacitated resumes his duties.”  The 
operative language of the statute provides that regardless of any Charter provisions, the Mayor is 
required to appoint a temporary City Treasurer without City Council appointment if there is any 
vacancy.  Therefore, the language of the Charter is superseded by MGL c. 41, Section 61A and 
the Mayor must appoint a temporary City Treasurer.   

 
The appointment by the Mayor of a temporary City Treasurer is not limited in any way as 

it relates to qualifications.  While the Charter states that, “[t]he qualifications for the position of 
treasurer shall be established by ordinance”1, again, the Mayor may act under MGL c. 41, 
Section 61A regardless of the Charter language.  Therefore, the Mayor is not required to consider 
the qualifications established by ordinance or otherwise when acting pursuant to MGL c. 41, 
Section 61A. 

 
The Mayor’s appointment of a temporary City Treasurer is limited to a period of sixty 

(60) days pursuant to MGL c. 41, Section 61A.  At the end of the sixty (60) days, the temporary 
City Treasurer would have completed the term.  If the City Council had not elected a City 
Treasurer by that time, then there would be another vacancy in the position and the same cycle as 
above would repeat.  I have found no case law or other authority that provides that the same 
person cannot be “re-appointed” temporarily and as noted in a prior legal opinion from 2016, the 
past practice has been to extend temporary appointments if needed; see enclosed.    

 
If you have any questions or need anything further, please feel free to contact me.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 Charter at Section 15.  
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           Mayor Joshua A. Garcia                                         Lisa A. Ball, Esq.   
           

                 City of Holyoke                                                       City Solicitor 
 

Kathleen E. Degnan, Esq.             
Jane L. Mantolesky, Esq. 
Michael D. Bissonette, Esq.        
Mary E. Gotham, Paralegal 
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Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Jane Mantolesky 
Assistant City Solicitor 
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           Mayor Joshua A. Garcia                                            Director Kelly Curran 
      

                 City of Holyoke                                         Human Resources Department 

 
Date: April 13, 2026 
 

To: Honorable Members of the Holyoke City Council 

From: Kelly A. Curran 

Subject: Update on City Auditor Recruitment and Selection Process 

 
Dear Councilors, 
 
I am writing to provide a formal update on our ongoing efforts to recruit a permanent City Auditor. As the 
city continues its Municipal Finance Modernization and works to address long-delayed audits, securing a 
qualified and capable candidate for this role remains a top priority. 
 
Recruitment Summary: 
The recruitment process has yielded the following results to date: 

●​ Posting/Advertisements: The opportunity was posted on the City Website, Civic Match, 
Commonwealth Beacon,  Indeed, LinkedIn, MMAAA, MGFOA, MMA,  Massterlist, and 
NESGFOA. 

●​ Direct Applicant Pool: A total of 9 candidates submitted applications directly to the city. 
Following a rigorous review/prescreening against the posting requirements and professional 
qualifications, only one candidate was found to possess the necessary credentials and 
experience to be deemed suitable for a formal interview and recommendation to the Council. 

●​ Staffing Agency Engagement: To widen the search, the city engaged a professional staffing 
agency. The City interviewed four additional candidates; however, one highly qualified 
candidate accepted an offer the day after we interviewed her and the other individuals did 
not meet the specific municipal experience or technical skill sets required. 

Current Status & Next Steps: 
Despite the volume of applications, the scarcity of candidates with specialized municipal auditing 
experience highlights the competitive nature of this field. This candidate comes to us qualified with years 
of municipal experience, has done similar work in two other Massachusetts communities and we feel she 
would be an asset to the City. We hope the council moves forward with the appointment. 

 
Respectfully, 

 
Kelly A. Curran 
Human Resources Director 
 
​ ​ ​  
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           Mayor Joshua A. Garcia                                            Director Kelly Curran 
      

                 City of Holyoke                                         Human Resources Department 

 
April 15, 2026 
 

To: Honorable Members of the Holyoke City Council 

Subject: Update on City MMA Recruitment and Selection Process 

 
Dear Councilors, 
I am writing to provide a formal update on our ongoing efforts to recruit for the positions recently created by the 
Municipal Modernization Act.  These include CAFO, Comptroller, Auditor, Treasurer/Collector, and Director of 
Technical Assistance. 

These positions have been posted on a mix of the following: the City Website, Civic Match, Commonwealth 
Beacon,  Indeed, LinkedIn, MMAAA, MGFOA, MMA,  Massterlist, and NESGFOA. 
 
The recruitment process has yielded the following results to date: 

●​ Auditor: A total of nine candidates applied directly to the city, with an additional four sourced through 
a staffing agency. Following our screening, one candidate with the desired municipal experience 
remains. We recommend moving this candidate forward for an interview and potential appointment 
by the City Council for the City Auditor position. 

●​ CAFO: 
○​ Direct Applicant Pool: We received 14 applications.  Of those candidates, the screening 

committee felt only 3 came close to being qualified.  Two (2) will be recommended to move 
forward to the Mayor for an interview and final selection. 

○​ Staffing Agency Engagement: To widen the search, the city engaged a professional staffing 
agency for the CAFO role. The City interviewed 2 candidates; however, individuals did not meet 
the specific municipal experience or technical skill sets required. 

●​ Comptroller: The City has appointed internal candidate Sharon Bittner-Willis as Comptroller. Currently 
serving as Acting City Auditor and previous Professional Accountant, Sharon has consistently 
demonstrated the leadership, technical expertise, and drive essential for this role. 

●​ Treasurer Collector:  The City has recommended current Tax Collector Laura Wilson Shaw to serve as 
the new Treasurer/Collector. This appointment will take effect once the permanent City Auditor is 
seated, allowing the Acting Auditor to transition into the Comptroller role. As part of this 
reorganization, payroll operations will move from the Treasurer’s office to the Comptroller’s 
department. 

●​ Director of Technical Assistance: We received six applications for the Director of Technical Assistance 
role. After an initial review, three candidates were disqualified due to a lack of municipal, IT, or 
leadership experience. The remaining three candidates will move forward to interviews with the 
screening committee. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
Kelly A. Curran 

Human Resources Director​ ​ ​  
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CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 
200 Brickstone Square, Unit 103 
Andover, MA 01810 
 
claconnect.com 

 
 

April 14, 2026 

 
To: City Council Finance Sub-Committee 
        
CC: Mayor Garcia 
       Deb Wagner, Director of Accounts, Division of Local Services 
 

RE: Cash reconciliations 

Dear City Council Finance Sub-Committee: 

Per the City’s request, I am providing you with a brief update on the work we, CliftonLarsonAllen LLP 
(“CLA”), are performing regarding the City’s cash reconciliations through a contract with the 
Massachusetts Department of Revenue. The scope of the project is as follows: 

For the fiscal year 2023 through fiscal year 2025 CLA will 1) reconcile the City’s, including the School’s, 
cash accounts from the City Treasurer’s cash book to individual bank statements and 2) reconcile the 
updated Treasurer’s cash book to the cash accounts per the City’s general ledger (MUNIS). This work is 
necessary for a multitude of reasons, but most notably in order for your external auditors to provide an 
opinion and issue the City’s fiscal year 2023 financials. 

As of today, fiscal year 2023’s full reconciliation (Treasurer’s cash book to bank and Treasurer’s cash 
book to GL) has been completed and documentation turned over to your external auditors. The current 
work is now focused on Treasurer’s cash book to bank for fiscal year 2024. Some of the “highlights” from 
the fiscal year 2023 work is as follows: 

 Over 2,000 lines of reconciling items between Treasurer’s cash book and the bank. 

o This included approximately $15M in wires that cleared the bank but were not on a 
vendor warrant or posted on the Treasurer’s cashbook. Per Massachusetts General Law 
Chapter 41, Section 56, all payments must be included on a warrant prior to payment. 

 Over $790K of voided checks that were “one-sided”, meaning only on the Treasurer’s cash book 
or GL. 

 The vast majority of reconciling items related to deposits that do not tie perfectly to the 
transactions posted. 

 Many of the items posted to the wrong bank accounts. 
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With three different GL systems (City, School, and Gas/Electric), over 60 bank accounts, and performing 
the work years after the fact the project is time consuming and challenging, but great progress is being 
made. Our work will also include templates, instructions, and best practice moving forward for this work 
so that City will have these resources moving forward. 

We want to thank the City for their cooperation during this project and providing us with the necessary 
information when asked. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shawn McGoldrick, CGA, MBA 
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Date: April 10, 2026 
To: The Honorable City Council  
From: The Community Preservation Act Committee  
Re: FY26 Funding Recommendations 
 

The City of Holyoke Community Preservation Act Committee (CPAC) is pleased to share its funding 
recommendations for FY26. The CPAC determined that all recommended projects meet eligibility 
requirements, align with the goals expressed in the Community Preservation Plan, and provide a 
substantial public benefit to the City of Holyoke. 
 

At its public meeting held 4/8/26, the CPAC voted to recommend 6 projects for funding listed below in 
order of votes received. The 6 projects total $671,960. 
 

Project Requested By Category Amount % of total Ward 
1. Scott Tower at 

Anniversary Hill Park 
COH Dept. Of Conservation 
& Sustainability 

Recreation $200,00 28% 6 

2. City Hall Steps COH, City Hall Historic $100,000 65% 1 
3. Horse Restoration (4) Friends of MGR Historic $31,960 95% 1 
4. Window Restoration Holyoke Health Center Historic $225,000 100% 1 
5. Butler’s Pantry, 

Wisteriahurst 
COH Wisteriahurst 
Museum 

Historic $65,000 95% 4 

6. Dwight St Garden Neighbor to Neighbor Recreation $50,000 47% 1 
 

Its recommendations align with the CPA funding categories as follows: 
Historic: $421,960  Open Space/Rec: $250,000  Housing $0 

Note: A minimum of $81,035 (10%) of the total funds available must be allocated to each category, either this 
fiscal year, or reserved for future grant cycles. Housing has a surplus of $100,649, from this year & last. 
 
Projects receiving Council approval will enter into a Grant Agreement with the following conditions: 
• Contracts will outline specific conditions on the scope of work 
• Timely submission of progress/budget reports and any other requirements as determined by CPA 

legislation and the Holyoke CPAC will be required 
• No disbursements of funds may occur until all necessary permits and approvals are received  
• In the event that the grant recipient should request a change to the funding conditions such as an 

extension for project completion or change in the Scope of Work (in keeping with the spirit and 
intent of the project), the recipient may request, and the Holyoke CPAC may, in its sole discretion, 
approve an extension the Committee considers appropriate for good cause shown 

• Funds not spent on a project will be made available for future appropriations to other recipients 
• Other conditions as deemed necessary and defined within the grant agreement with the city 
 
The content of this memo applies to all 6 recommendations, with summaries of each presented 
individually, along with links to the full applications; budgets; letters of support, etc. A spreadsheet of 
all FY26 projects that applied and were found eligible can be found here. 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #1 
$200,000 

for Scott Tower Improvements at Anniversary Hill Park 
 

 

Project Description: 
This project requests financial assistance for Phase II of improvements to Holyoke’s historic 
Anniversary Hill Park, focused on the restoration of Scott Tower and adjacent landscaping. The 
proposal is based on the results of a full structural evaluation report and prepared site eplans by GZA 
Geoenvironmental on behalf of the city, all informed by community feedback gathered through the 
past few years. 
 
The project will consist of a series of major improvements to the tower, including capping the tower 
base with quality cement pavement, replacement of interior steps with an aluminum spiral staircase 
and fieldstone wall masonry will be repointed and mortared as necessary across the entire structure.  
A new cement concrete ramp with aluminum railing will be added to the NW quadrant of the Scott 
Tower platform, and the surrounding drive will be regraded and resurfaced.  
 
Landscaping improvements around this area will link Scott Tower with the prior accessible pathway 
improvements. Work is planned to begin in the Spring of 2026 with estimated completion by summer 
of 2026. Following this schedule, a Grand Reopening of the Center will occur in August 2026. 
 
The city was awarded a $425,000 PARC grant on 10/17/25, which will cover 58% of the total project 
costs. Additionally, the city has already allocated $100,000 in CPA funding for this project in a 
previous award in FY23. The present request is for $200,000 to cover the remaining costs. 

 
 

Category: Open Space/Public Recreation 
Requested: $200,000 
% of Total Project Cost: 28% 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
 

Project Title:  Scott Tower Improvements 
Location: Scott Tower Rd 
Applicant: COH, Conservation & Sustainability 
Project Application: Scott's Tower FY26 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #2 

$100,000 
For Holyoke City Hall Granite Stairs & Pillars 

 
Project Description: 
The City of Holyoke is seeking additional funding to advance the preservation and rehabilitation of the 
historic City Hall Granite Stairs and the Annex Stone Pillars. This request supplements the FY25 
award of $30,000, which funded preliminary scoping work. The proposed $100,000 in additional 
funding will enable the City to complete a detailed conditions assessment, identify  preferred repair 
alternatives, MHC permitting, and prepare bid-level drawings and cost estimates.  These deliverables 
will serve as the foundation for future permitting, bidding, and construction once implementation 
funding becomes available. 
 
Preserving and repairing these historic elements supports the City’s broader commitment to 
maintaining safe, functional, and welcoming public facilities. The project aligns with the Holyoke 
Community Preservation Plan by investing in the protection and restoration of a significant  historic 
resource using sustainable design and preservation practices. 
 
Ongoing maintenance following project completion will be incorporated into the City’s Facilities 
Department maintenance plan. Regular inspections and upkeep will ensure that future deterioration 
is addressed promptly, extending the life of these critical public assets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City Hall North Entry Lower Stairs 
City Hall Annex North Entrance 

  

Project Title: City Hall Granite Stairs  
Applicant: COH 
Location: 536 Dwight & 20 Veterans Plaza 
Project Application:  City Hall Granite Steps 

Category: Historic 
Request: $100,000 
% of Total Project Cost: 65% 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #3 
$31,960 

for Restoration of 4 horses at the Holyoke Merry-Go-Round 

 
Project Description: 
The Friends of the Holyoke Merry-Go-Round requests funding for the complete restoration of four of 
its most significantly damaged, 98-year-old, hand-crafted wooden horses. The scope of work 
includes costs associated with transportation to and from the restoration site, professional museum-
quality restoration, and the installation of new brass sleeves. In addition, plaques will be ordered to 
acknowledge and express our gratitude for the grant support we have received from the CPA. The four 
horses selected for restoration are part of the original forty-eight that serve as the signature features 
of the Philadelphia Toboggan Company Merry-Go-Round, PTC #80, which was installed at Holyoke’s 
beloved Mt. Park in 1927. 
 
In 2003, the Friends of the Holyoke Merry-Go-Round, Inc. began a collaboration with the Carousel 
Museum with the goal of fully restoring all 48 carousel horses. Since that time, 33 of the 48 horses 
have been restored. Through the support of a previous CPA grant, the Friends were able to purchase 
newly designed stirrups that enhance the safety of the ride. Consultations with mechanical 
engineering professionals have guided upgrades to aging mounting hardware, ensuring that each 
restored horse can be safely secured when returned and remounted. Additionally, the placement of 
all attachments—such as leather reins and seat belts—has been modified to prevent further damage 
to the horses’ legs, heads, and saddles from metal rings and buckles. Vendor relationships have also 
been established to ensure that the mechanical and specialty parts needed for future restorations 
remain readily available. 
 
Renovation Candidates: 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  

Project Title:  Restoration of 4 Horses 
Applicant/Organization: Friends of MGR 
Location: 221 Appleton St in Heritage Park 
Project Application: HMG Horse Restoration 
FY26 

Category: Historic 
Request: $31,960 
% of Total Funding:  
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #4 
$225,000 

for Child’s Building Window Restoration 

Project Description: 
This project involves the replacement of existing plywood-covered windows at 275 High Street in 
downtown Holyoke, Massachusetts. The building is a highly visible and historically significant 
property, reflecting Holyoke’s industrial and cultural heritage. Window replacement is a critical step 
in restoring the architectural integrity of the structure and enabling its adaptive reuse. Once 
renovated, the Holyoke Health Center will use the space to expand its Health Care Workforce 
Development initiatives and provide enhanced medical services to the community.  
 
The project addresses two major community needs: preservation of a key historic resource and 
expansion of healthcare access and workforce training opportunities. The building currently detracts 
from the appearance of downtown due to boarded windows. Replacing these with historically 
appropriate, energy-efficient windows will restore the property’s character and contribute to the 
broader revitalization of High Street. 
 
The Holyoke Community Preservation Plan identifies historic preservation and community 
revitalization as key priorities. This project supports those goals by investing in the rehabilitation of a 
significant downtown property, protecting its historic character, and ensuring its continued use as a 
community-serving facility. 
 

Before & After Renditions of Window Restoration   

Project Title: HHC Window Restoration 
Applicant/Organization: Holyoke Health Center 
Location: 275 High St. 
Project  Application: HHC Window Restoration 

Category: Historic 
Request: $225,000 
% of Total: 100% of this phase only 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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FY26 Funding Recommendation #5 
$65,000 

for Butler’s Pantry Restoration, Wisteriahurst Museum 

 
Project Description: 
Funding will be used to repair/replace rotten, toxic, and damaged flooring in the pantry and linen 
closet; restore the cabinets; and replace outdated lighting and electrical.  
 
Restoration work for the Butler’s Pantry includes replacing the sub floor, removing asbestos tile, and 
tiling the floor with period-appropriate tile. This work will extend into the Laundry Room as well, since 
the Butler’s Pantry and Laundry Room flooring are connected. 
 
Other restoration work includes repainting the cabinets, replacing light fixtures, and adding curatorial 
materials including signage and artifacts for the exhibit. Asbestos and lead paint remediation will also 
be necessary for this project. 
 
Restoration of the Butler’s Pantry is necessary in order to make the space available to visitors as 
current conditions make the Butler’s Pantry unsafe for museum guests. Once repaired, the Butler’s 
Pantry will not require any ongoing maintenance besides minor cleaning and repairs. Fixing these 
hazards will contribute to the sustainability of the museum, preserving the integrity of this historic 
building. 
  

Project Title:  Buter’s Pantry Restoration 
Applicant/Organization: Wisteriahurst 
Location: 238 Cabot St. 
Project Application: Wisteriahurst Butler's Pantry 
 

Category: Historic 
Requested:  $65,000 
% of Total Cost:  95% 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #6 

$50,000 
For Dwight Street Community Garden Revitalization 

Project Description: 
The Dwight Street Garden revitalization project will update and expand the free and open 
community garden in downtown Holyoke to further develop this accessible, productive, green 
space. Anchored in principles of food justice, environmental sustainability, and cultural 
relevance, the project will redesign the garden. The community-informed redesign plans were 
developed in collaboration with the Conway School and will make the space more accessible for 
seniors and wheelchair users, add fruit trees, construct new raised beds, move and rebuild the 
border fence, enhance outreach infrastructure, and install an electrical outlet. 
 
Located in a neighborhood that lacks access to fresh produce and green space, the garden will 
support residents in growing culturally appropriate food, learning sustainable gardening 
practices, and gathering for workshops, events, and mutual aid. Community members have 
expressed strong enthusiasm for the garden’s restoration, and volunteers are ready to implement 
the plan with support from local partners, including the Holyoke Food and Equity Collective 
(composting, education), Wellspring (landscape design and budgeting), and Dave’s Natural 
Garden (plant donations). Once revitalized, the garden will serve as a long-term hub for 
community learning, intergenerational connection, and neighborhood resilience.  
 
In spring 2025, volunteers completed phase one of the project by building four new raised beds, 
constructing a shed and picnic table, and updating paths. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Project Title:  DSCG Revitalization 
Applicant: Neighbor 2 Neighbor (N2N) 
Location: 772 Dwight St 
Application: N2N Dwight St Garden FY26 
 

Category: Open Space/Public Recreation 
Requested: $50,000 
% of Total Cost: 47% 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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CPA FY26 Funding Application Still in Process 
for Nick’s Nest Chicago Bandbox and Jukeboxes 

 
Application Status: 
The funding application for Nicks Nest requires a historic determination from the Historic 
Commission, per the state CPA law. It is not on either the State or Federal historic register. All 
other FY26 historic projects are on either the state or federal historic register, making them 
automatically eligible for funding in that category without Historic Commission review. 
 

The Holyoke Historical Commission has been in transition for several months and lacks the 
quorum needed to hold a meeting. Once a quorum is established, the Historic Commission will 
review the project and determine if the Bandbox, etc is a local historic artifact. If the Historic 
Commission determines it is a historic artifact, it will become eligible for CPA funding and the 
CPAC will vote as soon as possible. 
 

An overview of the application with CPAC’s recommendation will be provided to the City Council 
once this process has occurred. 
 

 

Conclusion 
“The CPAC is proud of these recommendations and believes each project will bring great value to 
our city. The CPAC chair and other committee members are available to answer any questions. 
 

To summarize using the words from the State CPA Coaltion: The Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) is a smart growth tool that helps communities preserve open space and historic sites, 
create affordable housing, and develop outdoor recreational facilities. CPA also helps strengthen 
the state and local economies by expanding housing opportunities and construction jobs for the 
Commonwealth's workforce, and by supporting the tourism industry through preservation of the 
Commonwealth’s historic and natural resources. Click here to download a one-page overview 
flyer about the Community Preservation Act. 

Project Title: Nick’s Nest Bandbox 
Applicant/Organization: Nick’s Nest Restaurant 
Location: 1597 Northampton St 
Project  Application: Nick's Nest 

Category: Historic 
Request: $20,000 
% of Total: TBD 
% of Recommendation/Request: TBD 
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HOLYOKE CITY HALL -- 536 DWIGHT STREET -- ROOM 10 -- HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040 

Phone (413) 322-5525     Email: tessaforholyoke@gmail.com 

Holyoke City Council 

 

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti, President 

 

 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

SPECIAL PERMIT (Sec 5.3.1) 

EXCEED HEIGHT LIMITATION  

HOLYOKE MALL, LP - PYRAMID COMPANIES  

50 HOLYOKE STREET (176-00-LOT C) 

 

Date of Notice: April 8, 2026 

It is hereby certified that the Development and Governmental Relations subcommittee of the Holyoke City 

Council of the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, at a duly called and properly posted meeting, voted on March 

23, 2026, to recommend approval or denial of the application received on February 11, 2026. On April 7, 2026, 

the City Council voted unanimously to approve the recommendation and grant the special permit.  

Petitioner: Holyoke Mall, LP - Pyramid Companies 

  50 Holyoke Street 

  Holyoke, MA 01040 

Owners: same as above 

Date of Application:    February 11, 2026 

Property location:    50 Holyoke Street, Lot 10C 

Project Description:    Dick’s House of Sports 

Public Hearing:    March 23, 2026 

Date of Committee recommendation: March 23, 2026 

Decision of subcommittee:   Recommend approval 

Date of City Council Decision:  April 7, 2026 

Decision of City Council:   Approve the recommendation of subcommittee 

 

In accordance with Chapter 40A, General Laws of Massachusetts, Section 17, Paragraph 1, anyone aggrieved 

by this site plan has the right of appeal in the Superior Court of Hampden County within twenty (20) days from 

the date of the filing of the decision with the City Clerk.  
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HOLYOKE CITY HALL -- 536 DWIGHT STREET -- ROOM 10 -- HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040 

Phone (413) 322-5525     Email: tessaforholyoke@gmail.com 

Holyoke City Council 

 

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti, President 

In accordance with the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance Section 9.3.4, said approval shall expire in 2 years if a 

substantial use or construction thereof has not sooner commenced except for good cause.  In cases of good 

cause, an extension may be requested from the City Council prior to the expiration of said approval. 

 

DECISION: 

The subcommittee, consisting of Richard Purcell (Chair), Michael Sullivan (Vice Chair), Mimi Panitch 

(Member), Nicole Maisonet (Member), and Israel Rivera (Member), voted 5-0 to recommend approval of the 

above referenced application for a Special Permit to exceed roof height limitations per section 5.3.1 of the 

Zoning Ordinance of the City of Holyoke, for the property located at 50 Holyoke Street.  

FINDINGS: 

In accordance with Section 9.3.2 Special Permits, Criteria, of the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, the City Council 

made the following findings: 

1. Social, economic, or community needs- The health of the mall and the benefit of having this sports center 

support the value of this proposal. 

2. Traffic flow and safety-It is well known that the mall has adequate parking for this additional planned 

tenant. 

3. Utilities and other public services- The mall has been a long time staple of the community and there are 

no concerns with their ability to access and utilize local utilities and public services. 

4. Neighborhood character and social structures- This proposed tenant fits with the existing nature of the 

Ingleside commercial district and with the Holyoke Mall specifically. 

5. Natural environment- The mall is an existing entity and no changes are expected. 

6. Fiscal impacts- This is expected to create jobs, contribute to the health of the existing business entity, as 

well as provide additional tax revenue to the city. 

CONDITIONS: 

1. Following the 20-day appeal period, a signature from the City Clerk’s Office is required on this document 

prior to its recording at the Registry of Deeds. 

2. This approved application does not supersede or waive any other permits or approvals also required through 

any other city department prior to the beginning of construction of the project.  

 

Signed  

 
________________________________________ 

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti, City Council President 
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Date: April 10, 2026 
To: The Honorable City Council  
From: The Community Preservation Act Committee  
Re: FY26 Funding Recommendations 
 

The City of Holyoke Community Preservation Act Committee (CPAC) is pleased to share its funding 
recommendations for FY26. The CPAC determined that all recommended projects meet eligibility 
requirements, align with the goals expressed in the Community Preservation Plan, and provide a 
substantial public benefit to the City of Holyoke. 
 

At its public meeting held 4/8/26, the CPAC voted to recommend 6 projects for funding listed below in 
order of votes received. The 6 projects total $671,960. 
 

Project Requested By Category Amount % of total Ward 
1. Scott Tower at 

Anniversary Hill Park 
COH Dept. Of Conservation 
& Sustainability 

Recreation $200,00 28% 6 

2. City Hall Steps COH, City Hall Historic $100,000 65% 1 
3. Horse Restoration (4) Friends of MGR Historic $31,960 95% 1 
4. Window Restoration Holyoke Health Center Historic $225,000 100% 1 
5. Butler’s Pantry, 

Wisteriahurst 
COH Wisteriahurst 
Museum 

Historic $65,000 95% 4 

6. Dwight St Garden Neighbor to Neighbor Recreation $50,000 47% 1 
 

Its recommendations align with the CPA funding categories as follows: 
Historic: $421,960  Open Space/Rec: $250,000  Housing $0 

Note: A minimum of $81,035 (10%) of the total funds available must be allocated to each category, either this 
fiscal year, or reserved for future grant cycles. Housing has a surplus of $100,649, from this year & last. 
 
Projects receiving Council approval will enter into a Grant Agreement with the following conditions: 
• Contracts will outline specific conditions on the scope of work 
• Timely submission of progress/budget reports and any other requirements as determined by CPA 

legislation and the Holyoke CPAC will be required 
• No disbursements of funds may occur until all necessary permits and approvals are received  
• In the event that the grant recipient should request a change to the funding conditions such as an 

extension for project completion or change in the Scope of Work (in keeping with the spirit and 
intent of the project), the recipient may request, and the Holyoke CPAC may, in its sole discretion, 
approve an extension the Committee considers appropriate for good cause shown 

• Funds not spent on a project will be made available for future appropriations to other recipients 
• Other conditions as deemed necessary and defined within the grant agreement with the city 
 
The content of this memo applies to all 6 recommendations, with summaries of each presented 
individually, along with links to the full applications; budgets; letters of support, etc. A spreadsheet of 
all FY26 projects that applied and were found eligible can be found here. 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #1 
$200,000 

for Scott Tower Improvements at Anniversary Hill Park 
 

 

Project Description: 
This project requests financial assistance for Phase II of improvements to Holyoke’s historic 
Anniversary Hill Park, focused on the restoration of Scott Tower and adjacent landscaping. The 
proposal is based on the results of a full structural evaluation report and prepared site eplans by GZA 
Geoenvironmental on behalf of the city, all informed by community feedback gathered through the 
past few years. 
 
The project will consist of a series of major improvements to the tower, including capping the tower 
base with quality cement pavement, replacement of interior steps with an aluminum spiral staircase 
and fieldstone wall masonry will be repointed and mortared as necessary across the entire structure.  
A new cement concrete ramp with aluminum railing will be added to the NW quadrant of the Scott 
Tower platform, and the surrounding drive will be regraded and resurfaced.  
 
Landscaping improvements around this area will link Scott Tower with the prior accessible pathway 
improvements. Work is planned to begin in the Spring of 2026 with estimated completion by summer 
of 2026. Following this schedule, a Grand Reopening of the Center will occur in August 2026. 
 
The city was awarded a $425,000 PARC grant on 10/17/25, which will cover 58% of the total project 
costs. Additionally, the city has already allocated $100,000 in CPA funding for this project in a 
previous award in FY23. The present request is for $200,000 to cover the remaining costs. 

 
 

Category: Open Space/Public Recreation 
Requested: $200,000 
% of Total Project Cost: 28% 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
 

Project Title:  Scott Tower Improvements 
Location: Scott Tower Rd 
Applicant: COH, Conservation & Sustainability 
Project Application: Scott's Tower FY26 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #2 

$100,000 
For Holyoke City Hall Granite Stairs & Pillars 

 
Project Description: 
The City of Holyoke is seeking additional funding to advance the preservation and rehabilitation of the 
historic City Hall Granite Stairs and the Annex Stone Pillars. This request supplements the FY25 
award of $30,000, which funded preliminary scoping work. The proposed $100,000 in additional 
funding will enable the City to complete a detailed conditions assessment, identify  preferred repair 
alternatives, MHC permitting, and prepare bid-level drawings and cost estimates.  These deliverables 
will serve as the foundation for future permitting, bidding, and construction once implementation 
funding becomes available. 
 
Preserving and repairing these historic elements supports the City’s broader commitment to 
maintaining safe, functional, and welcoming public facilities. The project aligns with the Holyoke 
Community Preservation Plan by investing in the protection and restoration of a significant  historic 
resource using sustainable design and preservation practices. 
 
Ongoing maintenance following project completion will be incorporated into the City’s Facilities 
Department maintenance plan. Regular inspections and upkeep will ensure that future deterioration 
is addressed promptly, extending the life of these critical public assets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City Hall North Entry Lower Stairs 
City Hall Annex North Entrance 

  

Project Title: City Hall Granite Stairs  
Applicant: COH 
Location: 536 Dwight & 20 Veterans Plaza 
Project Application:  City Hall Granite Steps 

Category: Historic 
Request: $100,000 
% of Total Project Cost: 65% 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #3 
$31,960 

for Restoration of 4 horses at the Holyoke Merry-Go-Round 

 
Project Description: 
The Friends of the Holyoke Merry-Go-Round requests funding for the complete restoration of four of 
its most significantly damaged, 98-year-old, hand-crafted wooden horses. The scope of work 
includes costs associated with transportation to and from the restoration site, professional museum-
quality restoration, and the installation of new brass sleeves. In addition, plaques will be ordered to 
acknowledge and express our gratitude for the grant support we have received from the CPA. The four 
horses selected for restoration are part of the original forty-eight that serve as the signature features 
of the Philadelphia Toboggan Company Merry-Go-Round, PTC #80, which was installed at Holyoke’s 
beloved Mt. Park in 1927. 
 
In 2003, the Friends of the Holyoke Merry-Go-Round, Inc. began a collaboration with the Carousel 
Museum with the goal of fully restoring all 48 carousel horses. Since that time, 33 of the 48 horses 
have been restored. Through the support of a previous CPA grant, the Friends were able to purchase 
newly designed stirrups that enhance the safety of the ride. Consultations with mechanical 
engineering professionals have guided upgrades to aging mounting hardware, ensuring that each 
restored horse can be safely secured when returned and remounted. Additionally, the placement of 
all attachments—such as leather reins and seat belts—has been modified to prevent further damage 
to the horses’ legs, heads, and saddles from metal rings and buckles. Vendor relationships have also 
been established to ensure that the mechanical and specialty parts needed for future restorations 
remain readily available. 
 
Renovation Candidates: 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  

Project Title:  Restoration of 4 Horses 
Applicant/Organization: Friends of MGR 
Location: 221 Appleton St in Heritage Park 
Project Application: HMG Horse Restoration 
FY26 

Category: Historic 
Request: $31,960 
% of Total Funding:  
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #4 
$225,000 

for Child’s Building Window Restoration 

Project Description: 
This project involves the replacement of existing plywood-covered windows at 275 High Street in 
downtown Holyoke, Massachusetts. The building is a highly visible and historically significant 
property, reflecting Holyoke’s industrial and cultural heritage. Window replacement is a critical step 
in restoring the architectural integrity of the structure and enabling its adaptive reuse. Once 
renovated, the Holyoke Health Center will use the space to expand its Health Care Workforce 
Development initiatives and provide enhanced medical services to the community.  
 
The project addresses two major community needs: preservation of a key historic resource and 
expansion of healthcare access and workforce training opportunities. The building currently detracts 
from the appearance of downtown due to boarded windows. Replacing these with historically 
appropriate, energy-efficient windows will restore the property’s character and contribute to the 
broader revitalization of High Street. 
 
The Holyoke Community Preservation Plan identifies historic preservation and community 
revitalization as key priorities. This project supports those goals by investing in the rehabilitation of a 
significant downtown property, protecting its historic character, and ensuring its continued use as a 
community-serving facility. 
 

Before & After Renditions of Window Restoration   

Project Title: HHC Window Restoration 
Applicant/Organization: Holyoke Health Center 
Location: 275 High St. 
Project  Application: HHC Window Restoration 

Category: Historic 
Request: $225,000 
% of Total: 100% of this phase only 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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FY26 Funding Recommendation #5 
$65,000 

for Butler’s Pantry Restoration, Wisteriahurst Museum 

 
Project Description: 
Funding will be used to repair/replace rotten, toxic, and damaged flooring in the pantry and linen 
closet; restore the cabinets; and replace outdated lighting and electrical.  
 
Restoration work for the Butler’s Pantry includes replacing the sub floor, removing asbestos tile, and 
tiling the floor with period-appropriate tile. This work will extend into the Laundry Room as well, since 
the Butler’s Pantry and Laundry Room flooring are connected. 
 
Other restoration work includes repainting the cabinets, replacing light fixtures, and adding curatorial 
materials including signage and artifacts for the exhibit. Asbestos and lead paint remediation will also 
be necessary for this project. 
 
Restoration of the Butler’s Pantry is necessary in order to make the space available to visitors as 
current conditions make the Butler’s Pantry unsafe for museum guests. Once repaired, the Butler’s 
Pantry will not require any ongoing maintenance besides minor cleaning and repairs. Fixing these 
hazards will contribute to the sustainability of the museum, preserving the integrity of this historic 
building. 
  

Project Title:  Buter’s Pantry Restoration 
Applicant/Organization: Wisteriahurst 
Location: 238 Cabot St. 
Project Application: Wisteriahurst Butler's Pantry 
 

Category: Historic 
Requested:  $65,000 
% of Total Cost:  95% 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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CPA FY26 Funding Recommendation #6 

$50,000 
For Dwight Street Community Garden Revitalization 

Project Description: 
The Dwight Street Garden revitalization project will update and expand the free and open 
community garden in downtown Holyoke to further develop this accessible, productive, green 
space. Anchored in principles of food justice, environmental sustainability, and cultural 
relevance, the project will redesign the garden. The community-informed redesign plans were 
developed in collaboration with the Conway School and will make the space more accessible for 
seniors and wheelchair users, add fruit trees, construct new raised beds, move and rebuild the 
border fence, enhance outreach infrastructure, and install an electrical outlet. 
 
Located in a neighborhood that lacks access to fresh produce and green space, the garden will 
support residents in growing culturally appropriate food, learning sustainable gardening 
practices, and gathering for workshops, events, and mutual aid. Community members have 
expressed strong enthusiasm for the garden’s restoration, and volunteers are ready to implement 
the plan with support from local partners, including the Holyoke Food and Equity Collective 
(composting, education), Wellspring (landscape design and budgeting), and Dave’s Natural 
Garden (plant donations). Once revitalized, the garden will serve as a long-term hub for 
community learning, intergenerational connection, and neighborhood resilience.  
 
In spring 2025, volunteers completed phase one of the project by building four new raised beds, 
constructing a shed and picnic table, and updating paths. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Project Title:  DSCG Revitalization 
Applicant: Neighbor 2 Neighbor (N2N) 
Location: 772 Dwight St 
Application: N2N Dwight St Garden FY26 
 

Category: Open Space/Public Recreation 
Requested: $50,000 
% of Total Cost: 47% 
% of Recommendation/Request: 100% 
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CPA FY26 Funding Application Still in Process 
for Nick’s Nest Chicago Bandbox and Jukeboxes 

 
Application Status: 
The funding application for Nicks Nest requires a historic determination from the Historic 
Commission, per the state CPA law. It is not on either the State or Federal historic register. All 
other FY26 historic projects are on either the state or federal historic register, making them 
automatically eligible for funding in that category without Historic Commission review. 
 

The Holyoke Historical Commission has been in transition for several months and lacks the 
quorum needed to hold a meeting. Once a quorum is established, the Historic Commission will 
review the project and determine if the Bandbox, etc is a local historic artifact. If the Historic 
Commission determines it is a historic artifact, it will become eligible for CPA funding and the 
CPAC will vote as soon as possible. 
 

An overview of the application with CPAC’s recommendation will be provided to the City Council 
once this process has occurred. 
 

 

Conclusion 
“The CPAC is proud of these recommendations and believes each project will bring great value to 
our city. The CPAC chair and other committee members are available to answer any questions. 
 

To summarize using the words from the State CPA Coaltion: The Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) is a smart growth tool that helps communities preserve open space and historic sites, 
create affordable housing, and develop outdoor recreational facilities. CPA also helps strengthen 
the state and local economies by expanding housing opportunities and construction jobs for the 
Commonwealth's workforce, and by supporting the tourism industry through preservation of the 
Commonwealth’s historic and natural resources. Click here to download a one-page overview 
flyer about the Community Preservation Act. 

Project Title: Nick’s Nest Bandbox 
Applicant/Organization: Nick’s Nest Restaurant 
Location: 1597 Northampton St 
Project  Application: Nick's Nest 

Category: Historic 
Request: $20,000 
% of Total: TBD 
% of Recommendation/Request: TBD 
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