
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
FEBRUARY 17, 2026 

[IGNORE_INDENT] 
PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

REGULAR AND PENDING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 

1. June 11, 2024, September 4, 2024, and April 15, 2025 Executive Session Minutes - 
Reviewed and ready for partial release as of September 17, 2025 

2. December 9, 2024 Finance Committee Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and 
withheld in entirety as of September 17, 2025 

3. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos-
meeting minutes from February 3, 2026 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

4. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos - 
October 7, 2025 meeting minutes 

5. Vacon- ORDER:  The city council requests City Councilor At-Large Israel Rivera to 
recuse himself on votes affecting the police department while on probation & 
ethics/conflicts of interest complaints are pending.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

6. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, DPW Director signed offer for Michael Gallagher 

7. From Mayor Joshua Garcia- communication regarding CAFO Committee 

8. From Office for Community Development-FY2025-2026 Opioid Fund Response 
Schedule 

9. FFY2026 Community Development Block Grant Applications (Proposal Book), FFY2026 
Spreadsheet and Annual Plan Calendar. 

10. From Health Benefit Meeting Minutes, October 14, 2025 and December 15, 2025 

11. RISE Holyoke - Notice of Community Outreach Meeting (March 2025)(1) 

12. From Holyoke Redevelopment Authority-Annual Meeting Report, various meeting 
minutes and various Executive Session meeting minutes 

PETITIONS 

13. Petition from Holyoke Mall Company, LP-Pyramid Companies for a Special Permit for 
5.3.1 roof height of the former Sears 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

14. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that an ordinance be 
drafted regulating the number of cars that can be parked on a residential property. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

15. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order The city ordinances shall 
be amended to order the city Treasurer and/or Auditor to send an annual 
communication to City Council on the financial status of the Community Preservation 
Fund by the council’s first meeting in March.  Items to be included are: the most recent 
account balance; where the funds are deposited or invested; the dates and the amounts 
of any deposits either from the Commonwealth or the Municipality or any other source; 
the dates and the amounts of any withdrawals // payments in support the CPA’s 
mission.  Please also separately delineate any payroll or consultant information.  
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

16. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order That the Dpw install a 
Handicap parking sign for Anny Portes Recommended that the order be denied. 

17. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that a handicap sign be 
placed outside of 167 Elm St. for Zoila Diaz, handicap placard number PL000058. 
Recommended that the order be denied. 

18. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City of Holyoke 
shall create an Administrative and Finance Department. Said acceptance shall be 
subject to implementation by city ordinance and any necessary amendments to the City 
Charter. This order shall be referred concurrently to Charter and Rules and Ordinance 
to be considered jointly, with recommendations regarding implementation to be reported 
back to the City Council jointly. See attached: Municipal Modernization Act of 2025. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

19. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, THIRTEEN MILLION FOUR HUNDRED 
TWENTY ONE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED THIRTY NINE AND 00/100 Dollars 
($13,421,739.00) as follows: 
FROM 
10002-59754 TRANS TO HEALTH INS 
TRUST 

    $13,421,739.00 

  TOTAL    $13,421,739.00 
TO: 
10002-59790 TRANS TO HEALTH INS 
TRUST   

    $13,421,739.00 

  TOTAL    $13,421,739.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

20. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND 
AND 00/100 Dollars ($350,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 

Page 2 of 116



12101-51107 PAY-PATROL OFFICERS        $250,000.00 
12101-51117 PAY-E911 DISPATCHERS          100,000.00 
  TOTAL       $350,000.00 
TO: 
12101-51300 PAY-OVERTIME          $350,000.00 
  TOTAL       $350,000.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

21. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, ONE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars 
($1,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51107 PAY-PATROL 
OFFICERS 

  $1,000.00 

  TOTAL $1,000.00 
TO: 
12101-51910 PAY-STIPENDS   $1,000.00 
  TOTAL  $1,000.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

22. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, FIFTY FOUR THOUSAND AND 00/100 
Dollars ($54,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 
14101-51105 PAY-SR. CIVIL 
ENGINEER 

  $54,000.00 

  TOTAL $54,000.00 
TO: 
14102-53010 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING   $54,000.00 
  TOTAL  $54,000.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

23. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of 
the "EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF HOUSING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
(EOHED) ONE STOP, $265,000.00, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the 
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts 
and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
 Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
 Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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24. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 
Dollars ($50,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 
60402-53012 MANAGEMENT SERVICE CONTRACT   $50,000.00 
  TOTAL $50,000.00 
TO: 
60402-53011 PROF SERVICES-OTHER   $50,000.00 
  TOTAL  $50,000.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

25. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That Chapter 43, section 90, 
a,c,d of the Pension Law (regarding half-pay) be sent to the Finance Committee for 
discussion with the Retirement Board. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

26. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order the PD provide 
enforcement activities by Holyoke and/or State Police re: truck traffic during restricted 
hours at night and drivers exceeding speed limits on Homestead Ave. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

27. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the Public Safety 
Committee meet with the Police Chief or designee as soon as possible to discuss and 
possibly regulate motorized scooters. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

28. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order HPD closely monitor 
and enforce the "no parking" ordinance, signs and striping proximate to 485 South 
St.  Thank you to DPW for adding the striping on short notice to delineate the no 
parking.  Refer to HPD and DPW.  Refer to Public Safety for follow-up with HPD. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

29. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the Police 
Department be requested to increase enforcement of parking distance ordinances and 
statutes, including driveways, crosswalks, and intersections. Various safety concerns 
due to vehicles violating these laws have been brought to the attention of councilors, 
leading to orders being filed to address these individually. It would make more sense if 
these laws were better enforced to get better awareness and compliance rather than 
having signs installed and stripes painted in individual situations. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

30. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order That the Honorable 
City Council respectfully invites the Chief of the Holyoke Police Department, or their 
designee, to appear before the Committee on Public Safety to provide an update to the 
October 6, 2025 general overview of the Department’s policies, procedures, and training 
regarding potential interactions with federal immigration authorities, in order to (1) 
support transparency, public understanding; and continued mutual trust between the 
community and the police department, while maintaining public safety; (2) ensure that 
the Council has the information it needs to effectively support the Police Department in 
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its mission to protect the community; and (3) review the impact of existing and proposed 
state law and practice regarding immigration law and enforcement. Refer to Public 
Safety, with a copy to the Chief of Police. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

31. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the City put a "No 
Parking" sign in front of the old Fire Station building on Main St. People park half on the 
street/sidewalk so people can't use the sidewalks. Police need to enforce and ticket 
them. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

32. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City of 
Holyoke shall create an Administrative and Finance Department. Said acceptance shall 
be subject to implementation by city ordinance and any necessary amendments to the 
City Charter. This order shall be referred concurrently to Charter and Rules and 
Ordinance to be considered jointly, with recommendations regarding implementation to 
be reported back to the City Council jointly. See attached: Municipal Modernization Act 
of 2025. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

33. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order The city of 
Holyoke apply to the legislature for a Home Rule petition that allows the city to expand 
the use of M.G.L. chapter 40, §22A ¾ which grants authority to municipalities to 
designate a parking space at City Hall for Veterans.   If the petition is granted, the city 
could create a local ordinance that would designate parking for veterans at municipal 
buildings other than City Hall.   
Recommended that the order be referred to the Ordinance Committee with a 
recommendation to add veteran parking at City Hall and the Senior Center. 

34. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order Rule 8 be 
amended by adding a new Rule 8.P:  
In case of the failure of the mayor to transmit to the city council a written 
recommendation for an appropriation for any purpose not included in the annual budget, 
which is deemed necessary by the council, after having been so requested by vote 
thereof, said council, after the expiration of seven days from such vote, upon its own 
initiative may make such appropriation by a vote of at least two thirds of its members, 
and shall in all cases clearly specify the amount to be expended for each particular 
purpose, but no appropriation may be voted hereunder so as to fix specific salaries of 
employees under the direction of boards elected by the people, other than the city 
council. [Reference: MG.L. c. 44 § 33] 
The annual budget shall include sums sufficient to pay the salaries of officers and 
employees fixed by law or by ordinance. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of any 
city charter, no ordinance providing for an increase in the salaries or wages of municipal 
officers or employees shall be enacted except by a two thirds vote of the city council, 
nor unless it is to be operative for more than three months during the calendar year in 
which it is passed. No new position shall be created or increase in rate made by 
ordinance, vote or appointment during the financial year subsequent to the submission 
of the annual budget unless provision therefor has been made by means of a 
supplemental appropriation. No ordinance, vote or appointment creating a new position 
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in any year in which a municipal election is held shall be valid and effective unless said 
ordinance, vote or appointment is operative for more than three months during said 
municipal election year. [Reference: MG.L. c. 44 § 33A] 
Recommeneed that the order be adopted, as amended to add the language to 
Appendix A of the City Council Rules.  

35. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order amend Rule 6E 
by adding the following: that no member of the City Council shall make references to or 
about another member but in respectful terms whether inside or outside the City Council 
Chambers including on social media.  That the City Council also taken into 
consideration this time how the City’s social media policy should help guide our final 
rule. 
Recommended that the order be denied.  

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

36. Murphy-Romboletti - Ordered that the ordinance for the Weights and Measures fee 
schedule be updated per the recommendations of the Director.  

37. Panitch- Ordered: that the City Council amend the Zoning Ordinance as proposed by 
the Planning Board by a vote of February 10, 2026, and fully described in the attached 
package dated February 12, 2026. These are for the most part technical amendments 
designed to rationalize and streamline processes for special permits under the Zoning 
Ordinance, to clarify and add definitions where necessary, and to simplify and 
rationalize our zoning districts. Receive and refer to Ordinance. 

38. Panitch- Ordered that the Honorable Holyoke City Council petition the Great and 
General Court of Massachusetts to amend Section 45 of the Holyoke Charter to reflect 
the residency clause set by ordinance. Receive and refer to Charter & Rules. 

39. Panitch- Ordered that the Honorable Holyoke City Council petition the Great and 
General Court of Massachusetts to amend Section 15 of the Holyoke Charter to reflect 
the new appointing authorities  to financial departments be set by ordinance. Receive 
and refer to Charter & Rules. 

40. Panitch- Ordered that the Honorable Holyoke City Council petition the Great and 
General Court of Massachusetts to amend Section 6 of the Holyoke Charter to remove 
all references to the city treasurer. Receive and refer to Charter & Rules. 

41. Panitch-Ordered that the Law Dept review the Charter and previously adopted Special 
Act to identify any additional changes in order to reflect the recent adoption of the 
Municipal Modernization Act. Receive and refer to Charter & Rules. 

42. Panitch- Ordered that the Honorable Holyoke City Council petition the Great and 
General Court of Massachusetts to amend Section 46 of the Holyoke Charter to reflect 
the residency clause set by ordinance. Receive and refer to Charter & Rules. 

43. Panitch- Ordered that the Law Department and City Council review Section 22 of the 
Holyoke Charter to consider amendments to clarify its language, and to examine 
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whether provisions therein related to the $200 threshold for applicability, and for voting 
procedure and thresholds, should be revised or eliminated. 

44. PURCELL: Order that the City Of Holyoke install a Street Light at the Corner of Linden 
Street and Suffolk Street on the even side of Linden St. COPY to Public Safety HGE  

45. Purcell- Order that the Handicap Sign be removed from 894 Dwight St. Holyoke, 
MA.         The resident no longer resides at that location. Copy to the DPW, Disabilities 
Commission. 

46. Rivera, I.- That the City Council hereby invites local service providers, nonprofit 
organizations, municipal departments, faith-based institutions, and community-based 
agencies that work with individuals and families experiencing homelessness to attend 
and participate in a public hearing. 
 
The purpose of this public hearing is to present and review existing initiatives, 
programs, and services currently serving the unhoused population within the city and 
region, to identify gaps in service delivery, and to explore opportunities for coordination, 
collaboration, and system-level improvements. 
 
Be it further ordered, that representatives from these organizations be encouraged to 
provide testimony, data, and recommendations regarding current strategies, challenges, 
outcomes, and best practices in addressing homelessness and housing instability 

47. Rivera, I.-Ordered that the Council review and revise the ordinance on the Parking 
Advisory Board based on the recommendations of their committee. 

48. Vacon- ORDER:  A city councilor charged with a crime shall be removed from any 
leadership position on the city council.  When there is an apparent conflict of interest 
with pending charges/complaints, the city councilor shall be removed from membership 
of any committee that has jurisdiction over the subject of conflict. The purpose of this 
order is to establish a consistent & fair response when any councilor is charged with a 
crime. 

49. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, FIFTEEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($15,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 
12403-58002 CAP OUTLAY-BUILDINGS   $15,000.00 
  TOTAL $15,000.00 
TO: 
12402-53010 OTHER CONTRACTED SERVICES   $15,000.00 
  TOTAL  $15,000.00 

50. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, EIGHTEEN THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FIFTY AND 00/100 Dollars 
($18,250.00) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51107 PAY-PATROL OFFICERS     $18,250.00 
  TOTAL    $18,250.00 
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TO: 
19131-51999 UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION     $18,250.00 
  TOTAL    $18,250.00 

51. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASS CULTURAL COUNCIL-CULTURAL 
DISTRICT INVESTMENT, $15,000.00, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the 
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts 
and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 

52. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($50,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 
8815-10400 CANNABIS STABILIZATION     $50,000.00 
  TOTAL    $50,000.00 
TO: 
19442-53003 SOLICITOR LEGAL 
SERVICES 

    $50,000.00 

  TOTAL    $50,000.00 

53. Devine, Anderson-Burgos, Magrath-Smith, Rivera, J.-- Ordered that the Ordinance 
Committee increase the fines for any and all ordinances dealing with blocking 
driveways, crosswalks and parking too close to intersections.             
Fines shall be increased to $75 and up to $150.             
Any violation of the parking ban shall be a fine of $150.             
In addition, if warranted, a payment plan may be implemented for low income and 
elderly residents. 

54. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($50,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 
19161-51999 F.I.C.A.-MEDICARE   $50,000.00 
  TOTAL $50,000.00 
TO: 
19131-51999 UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION   $50,000.00 
  TOTAL  $50,000.00 

55. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, FIFTY FIVE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars 
($55,800.00) as follows: 
FROM 
11381-51102 PAY-ASSISTANT C.P.O.   $55,800.00 
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  TOTAL $55,800.00 
TO: 
11461-51107 PAY-REVENUE COLLECTION SPCLST   $17,100.00 
11451-51132 PAY-PAYROLL SPECIALIST       4,100.00 
11451-51101 PAY-TREASURER       7,200.00 
11351-51101 PAY-AUDITOR       6,400.00 
19202-57200 OUT OF STATE TRAVEL     21,000.00 
  TOTAL  $55,800.00 

56. Devine- Ordered that the City Council approve the temporary use agreement for the 
Race St project as attached.  

57. Magrath-Smith, Ordered - that the Clerk and the Law Department draft a list of 
ordinances that they have a record of being changed in the past that were never 
presented to Municode and thus not in the current "Adopted Ordinances Not Yet 
Codified" queue. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Addendum: 
Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 
beginning of the next regular meeting. 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 
discussed at the meeting.   

Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 

 
   

   
 City Clerk 

  
[IGNORE_INDENT] 
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City of Holyoke MA Office for Community Development 
FFY2026 Annual Plan Development (2nd Year) (CDBG and HOME Consortium) 

 
Schedule is based on the Federal Fiscal Year 2026 (Local year July 1, 2026 – June 30, 2027)  All times are EST.      For additional information, please contact the City of 
Holyoke Office for Community Development at 413-322-5610 or  zoellera@holyoke.org or online at www.holyoke.org or on Facebook @HolyokeOCD.    Language 
translation services and accessibility services are available for all meetings upon request at least five business days prior to the meeting date to 413-322-5610.  All 
meetings and hearings will be posted with the City Clerk in accordance with the Open Meeting Law.  Updates to this schedule will be posted at the OCD webpage. 

Open Public Comment Period 
 

The Office for Community Development invites public comment on affordable housing and community needs for consideration in the development of the Annual Plan from 
December 10, 2025 through January 5, 2026.  General comments may be submitted in writing to zoellera@holyoke.org, by first class mail to Office for Community 
Development, City Hall Annex Room 400, Holyoke MA 01040, or verbally by telephone by calling 413-322-5610.   A comment template is available at the OCD webpage. 

 
(Version: 12/1/2025; 12/30/2025) 

Date Time Action 
December 10, 2025  Accessing FY2026 CDBG Funds Workshop   - available for viewing online at OCD webpage 
December 10, 2025  
December 30, 2025 

 FY2026 CDBG Proposal Forms Available   (Technical assistance available until January 5, 2026) 

January 5, 2026 (Mon) 1:00 pm Public Hearing on Community Needs and Priorities for FY2026  (Virtual)  (Legal notices 12/19, 12/26)   

January 5, 2026 (Mon) 5:00 pm Joint Public Hearing & Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting; Community Needs and Priorities  
(Legal notices 12/19, 12/26)   

January 16, 2026 (Fri) 
January 30, 2026 (Fri) 
 

3:00 pm FY2026 CDBG Proposals Due 3:00 pm EST (No Extensions) 

January 23, 2026 (Fri) 
February 2, 2026 (Mon) 

 FY2026 CDBG Proposal Books Released 

February 9, 2025 (Mon) 5:30 pm CAC Meeting to Review FY2026 CDBG Proposals and Issue Allocation Recommendations  
February 12, 2026   First Mayoral FY2026 CDBG Allocations Due 
February 13, 2026   FY2026 CDBG Allocations Spreadsheet to City Clerk 
Mid-Feb 2026  DGR Sub-Committee meeting to issue CDBG Allocation Recommendations 
First March 2026 meeting  (Tues)  City Council meeting to issue FY2026 CDBG Allocation Recommendations 
March 9, 2026  Draft Annual Plan & FY2025 CDBG Allocations Available for 30-day Public Comment Period 

 (Legal notices 3/6, 3/13) 
March 16, 2026 (Mon) 1:00 pm Draft Annual Plan Public Hearing (Virtual)    (Legal notices 3/6, 3/13) 
March 16, 2026 (Mon) 5:00 pm Draft Annual Plan Public Hearing  (In person) (Legal notices 3/6, 3/13) 
April 13, 2026 4:00 pm Public Comment Period on Draft Con Plan/Annual Plan Closes  
April 17, 2026  Final Mayoral CDBG Allocations Due 
May 2025 (Beginning of)  Annual Plan Finalized 
May 14, 2026  Consolidated Plan/Annual Plan due to HUD in IDIS    - Regulatory Deadline: August 15, 2026 
August 28, 2026   Issue draft FY2025 Annual Performance Evaluation Report for 15-day Public Comment Period 
September 22, 2026   FY2025 CAPER due to HUD in IDIS. 
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NOTICE OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEETING 
 

Notice is hereby given that Rise Holdings, Inc. will hold a Virtual Community Outreach Meeting on March 
2, 2026 at 5:00 PM to discuss its efforts to add a medical marijuana treatment center license to its 
existing medical and adult-use cultivation and product manufacturing facilities at 28 Appleton Street in 
Holyoke. This project will not result in any site changes. 

Virtual meeting information is at the end of this notice. This Virtual Community Outreach Meeting will 
be held in accordance with the Massachusetts Cannabis Control Commission’s Administrative Order 
Allowing Virtual Web-Based Community Outreach Meetings and the applicable requirements set forth in 
M.G.L. ch. 94G and 935 CMR 500.000 et seq. A copy of the meeting presentation will be made available 
at least 24 hours prior to the meeting by emailing p.silverman@vicentellp.com.  
 
Interested members of the community will have the opportunity to ask questions and receive answers 
from company representatives about the proposed facility and operations.  Questions can be submitted 
in advance by emailing p.silverman@vicentellp.com or asked during the meeting. 
-- 
Register for Zoom Webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_MiY80DwpTpyp13JgsmwFeQ#/registration 
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IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-SIX  

________________ AMENDMENT TO SECTION 2-70 OF THE REVISED  
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 

1997   

AN ORDINANCE 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Holyoke as follows:  

SECTION 1. That SECTION 2-70 of the Revised Code of Ordinances of the City  
of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, shall be and is hereby further amended:   

By deleting in its entirety all of the current subsection contained in Section 2-469 (d) and 
replacing the same by adding the following new subsection (d):   

(d); The committee shall maintain records of its business and shall submit an 
annual communication more frequently upon request, to the City Council on the 
financial status of all its accounts by the first Council meeting each March. 

This report shall include account balances, where funds are deposited or invested, 
the amounts of deposits from the Commonwealth or the city or any other sources, 
the dates and amounts of withdrawals or payments in support of the CPA’s mission.

The report shall also include all funding currently encumbered to existing projects 
as well as the funding currently available. 

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby  
repealed.   

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.  

APPROVED AS TO FORM: Michael D. Bissonnette, Assistant Solicitor 
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Order:

5-6-25 Jourdain, Vacon - Rule 8 be amended by adding a new Rule 8P:
In case of the failure of the mayor to transmit to the city council a written recommendation for an 
appropriation for any purpose not included in the annual budget, which is deemed necessary by 
the council, after having been so requested by vote thereof, said council, after the expiration of 
seven days from such vote, upon its own initiative may make such appropriation by a vote of at 
least two thirds of its members, and shall in all cases clearly specify the amount to be expended 
for each particular purpose, but no appropriation may be voted hereunder so as to fix specific 
salaries of employees under the direction of boards elected by the people, other than the city 
council. [Reference: MG.L. c. 44 § 33]
The annual budget shall include sums sufficient to pay the salaries of officers and employees 
fixed by law or by ordinance. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of any city charter, no 
ordinance providing for an increase in the salaries or wages of municipal officers or employees 
shall be enacted except by a two thirds vote of the city council, nor unless it is to be operative for 
more than three months during the calendar year in which it is passed. No new position shall be 
created or increase in rate made by ordinance, vote or appointment during the financial year 
subsequent to the submission of the annual budget unless provision therefor has been made by 
means of a supplemental appropriation. No ordinance, vote or appointment creating a new 
position in any year in which a municipal election is held shall be valid and effective unless said 
ordinance, vote or appointment is operative for more than three months during said municipal 
election year. [Reference: MG.L c. 44 § 33A

Proposed amendment would insert the language into a new Appendix A at the end of the City 
Council Rules
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TEMPORARY PROPERTY USE AGREEMENT 

This Temporary Property Use Agreement (“Agreement”) is made as of __________, 2026, by 
and between the City of Holyoke, having an address of 536 Dwight Street, Holyoke, MA 01040, 
and Morais Contractors, Inc., having an principal address of 171 Rood Street, Ludlow, MA 01056 
(“Contractor”) and mailing address of 108 Rocus Street, Springfield, MA 01104. 

1. Purpose and Scope of Use

Owner grants Contractor a temporary, non-exclusive license to use a porƟon of the property 
located at 118 Cabot Street (Parcel 048-01-013) (“Property”) solely for construcƟon-related 
staging, including storage of materials and equipment and stockpiling of soil, in connecƟon with 
Resurfacing and Related Work on Cabot Street and Race Street (Center City Connector) Project, 
State Project #609065 (“Project”). No other use is permiƩed without prior wriƩen approval from 
Owner. 

2. Term

The permiƩed use shall commence on __________, 2026, and shall terminate on December 31, 
2027, unless extended in wriƟng by Owner (“Term”). Contractor shall vacate the Property 
immediately upon expiraƟon or earlier terminaƟon of this Agreement.   

3. Assump on of Soil Condi ons

Contractor acknowledges and agrees that all soils stored on the Property shall be presumed 
contaminated unless and unƟl proven otherwise through tesƟng conducted at Contractor’s sole 
cost and expense. Contractor shall be solely responsible for compliance with all applicable federal, 
state, and local environmental laws and regulaƟons related to soil handling, stockpiling, tesƟng, 
transportaƟon, and disposal. 

4. Contractor’s Construc on Requirements

Contractor shall conduct all acƟviƟes on the site in accordance with the Contract Documents and 
Special Provisions published by the MassachuseƩs Department of TransportaƟon (“MassDOT”) 
for the project, including any addenda issued (“Contract Documents”).  Contractor must adhere 
to all requirements of the Contract Documents, parƟcularly the requirements of MassDOT’s Policy 
DirecƟve P-22-001 “Off-Site Stockpiling of Soil from MassDOT ConstrucƟon Projects” dated 
September 23, 2022 with the more restricƟve requirement to store all excavated soils on top of 
10-mil polyethylene sheeƟng.

5. Restora on of Property

Upon compleƟon of the Project or terminaƟon of this Agreement, Contractor shall, at its sole cost 
and expense: 

12th day of Feb

March 15
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a. Provide complete resurfacing of the enƟre parking lot on the site (whether or not porƟons
are used by the Contractor, by means of milling a minimum of 2 inches of pavement and
placing back 2 inches of new pavement and/or other method which provides at least 2
inches of new asphalt.  Repaving shall be done such that new drainage paƩerns match
exisƟng drainage paƩerns and any curb or structures which require reseƫng or repair
shall be included in the work.  Upon final paving, parking lot lines shall be repainted with
painted pavement markings.

b. Restore all other elements on the Property to the same condiƟon as existed prior to
Contractor’s use, or beƩer, as reasonably determined by Owner.  RestoraƟon shall include,
but not be limited to, removal of all materials, equipment, debris, and stockpiled soil,
repair of any damage, replacement of sidewalks, and regrading and stabilizaƟon as
necessary.

6. Insurance and Indemnifica on

Contractor shall maintain, for the duraƟon of the Term, insurance coverage including at a 
minimum: 

• Commercial General Liability insurance with limits not less than $1,000,000 per
occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate

• Automobile Liability insurance covering owned, hired, and non-owned vehicles

• Workers’ CompensaƟon insurance as required by law

• All policies shall name the City of Holyoke as an addiƟonal insured, where applicable.

Contractor agrees to defend, indemnify, and hold harmless the City of Holyoke, and their 
respecƟve officers, employees, and agents, from and against any and all claims, damages, losses, 
liabiliƟes, costs, or expenses (including aƩorneys’ fees) arising out of or related to Contractor’s 
use of the Property, including but not limited to environmental condiƟons, property damage, 
personal injury, or regulatory violaƟons. 

7. No Interest in Property

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as granƟng Contractor any leasehold, easement, or 
other interest in the Property. Contractor’s rights are strictly temporary and revocable in 
accordance with this Agreement. 

8. Compliance with Laws

Contractor shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, regulaƟons, and permits 
in connecƟon with its use of the Property. 
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POLICY DIRECTIVE 

Page 1 of 3 

____________________________________ 
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR 

Off-Site Stockpiling of Soil from MassDOT Construction Projects 

Purpose 
The purpose of this Policy Directive is to formally establish a policy and procedures for managing 
and stockpiling soil generated and transported from MassDOT construction projects. This Policy 
Directive does not supersede any Federal, State, or Local regulations. 

Date of Effect 

This Policy Directive is effective immediately for all projects, including active construction 
projects. 

For active construction projects and for other projects advertised prior to October 15, 2022, 
changes to the contract documents needed to implement the requirements of this Policy Directive 
will be considered on a case-by-case basis and shall be approved by the District Highway 
Director, as necessary.  

For projects advertised on or after October 15, 2022, MassDOT will include the requirements 
and implementation procedures of this Policy Directive in the construction contract documents. 

Policy Requirements 
This policy is intended to prevent the off-site relocation of excavated soil generated from 
MassDOT projects to areas near residential receptors and to control potential fugitive dusts 
and/or contaminants. To that end, excavated soil may not be moved from the project site without 
knowledge of the content of the material. Knowledge may include visual field observations for 
presence of staining, odor, and/or debris, screening with a photoionization detector (PID), 
laboratory analysis, and/or site history. Pavement millings and other non-soil materials are not 
subject to the requirements of this Policy Directive.  

Moving soil from a MassDOT project site to a temporary off-site storage location must be 
approved in writing by the District Highway Director. 

The Contractor must select a storage location that is at least 500 feet away from residential 
receptors, as defined herein to include, but not be limited to, residential dwellings, residentially 

Number: P-22-001
Date: 9/23/22 

Proposal No. 609065-132399
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zoned property, schools, daycare facilities, playgrounds, parks, recreational areas, hospitals, 
elderly housing and convalescent facilities. 
 
Temporary off-site storage of excavated soil from a MassDOT project is only permissible at a 
location approved and permitted by MassDOT. The temporary storage location should be located 
within the same municipality where the soil was excavated, where possible. Stockpiled soil must 
be securely covered, and appropriate measures must be taken to minimize fugitive dust and 
erosion. 
 
Signs indicating the source of the soil, the date the soil was generated, and contact information 
must be erected and maintained until the stockpiled soils are transported to a disposal facility or 
reused on the project site. 

Implementation Procedures  

To ensure that off-site storage of excavated soils is managed properly on MassDOT projects, this 
policy requires the following: 
 

1. Off-Site Stockpile Storage Locations  
a. The Contractor shall provide proposed off-site storage locations to the Engineer 

for approval at least 30 days prior to transporting soil off site. Off-site storage 
locations should be in the same municipality as the work site. 

b. The Contractor shall keep excavated soil on site until adequately characterized to 
the satisfaction of the Engineer.  

c. The Contractor shall provide notification of the approved off-site storage location 
to the local Board of Health and the Town Manager’s/Mayor’s Office at least 7-
days prior to transporting soil off site. 

d. The Contractor shall provide the Engineer with at least 3-days' notice prior to 
transporting soil off site.   

e. For off-site storage locations on MassDOT property, the Contractor is required to 
obtain an Access Permit through the District Permits Office prior to storage of 
soil or other materials. MassDOT will issue these permits at no cost to the 
Contractor. Information to be submitted by the Contractor as part of the permit 
application shall include: 

i. A description of material to be stored off-site, including available 
analytical data; 

ii. A figure of the location with distances to residences and residential 
receptors; and 

iii. Anticipated duration of temporary storage. 
f. Stockpile locations should not be within 500 feet of residential receptors (e.g., 

residential dwellings, residentially zoned property, schools, daycare facilities, 
playgrounds, parks, recreational areas, hospitals, elderly housing and convalescent 
facilities).  

i. If the stockpile location must be within 500 feet of residential receptors, 
then soil must be less than RCS-1 (per 310 CMR 40.1600) and free of 
potentially hazardous or regulated items. 

Proposal No. 609065-132399
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g. For off-site storage locations on non-MassDOT property, the Contractor must 
notify the property owner(s) at least 7 days prior to transporting material. 

h. Exceptions to these rules will be reviewed by MassDOT and may be approved by 
the District Highway Director on a case-by-case basis. 

 
2. Off-Site Stockpile Management  

a. The Contractor shall keep soil stockpiles on impermeable surfaces (e.g., asphalt or 
concrete) or on 10-mil polyethylene sheeting.  

b. The Contractor shall cover soil stockpiles with 10-mil polyethylene sheeting and 
surround with a berm made of hay bales, straw wattles, or similar.  

i. Piles that are actively being worked on must be covered and re-secured at 
the end of the work shift.  

c. The Contractor shall label stockpiles with signs, including:  
i. Location of origin (including any Release Tracking Numbers) 

ii. Stockpile ID number (including MassDOT District office-assigned 
tracking ID, if different) 

iii. Date of initial accumulation 
iv. Applicable telephone numbers for the Contractor and MassDOT. 

d. The Contractor shall mitigate fugitive dust at storage locations under the direction 
of an appropriately trained/certified environmental professional.  

e. The Contractor shall remedy noncompliance with this policy within 48 hours.  
f. The Contractor shall remedy noncompliance with this policy on the SAME DAY 

for potentially hazardous material, as determined by the Engineer.  
g. The Contractor shall handle excavated soil according to federal, state, and local 

regulations. 
h. The Contractor shall use appropriate shipping documents for all movements of 

excavated soil on public roadways (e.g., Bill of Lading, Material Shipping 
Record, Manifest, Asbestos Waste Shipment Record, etc.). 
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ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED?

INSR ADDL SUBR
LTR INSD WVD

PRODUCER CONTACT
NAME:

FAXPHONE
(A/C, No):(A/C, No, Ext):

E-MAIL
ADDRESS:

INSURER A :

INSURED INSURER B :

INSURER C :

INSURER D :

INSURER E :

INSURER F :

POLICY NUMBER POLICY EFF POLICY EXPTYPE OF INSURANCE LIMITS(MM/DD/YYYY) (MM/DD/YYYY)

AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY

UMBRELLA LIAB

EXCESS LIAB

WORKERS COMPENSATION
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES  (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

EACH OCCURRENCE $
DAMAGE TO RENTEDCLAIMS-MADE OCCUR $PREMISES (Ea occurrence)

MED EXP (Any one person) $

PERSONAL & ADV INJURY $

GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $
PRO-POLICY LOC PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGGJECT 

OTHER: $
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT

$(Ea accident)

ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) $
OWNED SCHEDULED

BODILY INJURY (Per accident) $AUTOS ONLY AUTOS
HIRED NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE

$AUTOS ONLY AUTOS ONLY (Per accident)

$

OCCUR EACH OCCURRENCE
CLAIMS-MADE AGGREGATE $

DED RETENTION $
PER OTH-
STATUTE ER

E.L. EACH ACCIDENT

E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE $
If yes, describe under

E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMITDESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY

Y / N
N / A

(Mandatory in NH)

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE    EXPIRATION    DATE    THEREOF,    NOTICE   WILL   BE   DELIVERED   IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

THIS  IS  TO  CERTIFY  THAT  THE  POLICIES  OF  INSURANCE  LISTED  BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED.    NOTWITHSTANDING  ANY  REQUIREMENT,  TERM  OR  CONDITION  OF  ANY  CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE  MAY  BE  ISSUED  OR  MAY  PERTAIN,  THE  INSURANCE  AFFORDED  BY  THE  POLICIES  DESCRIBED  HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

THIS  CERTIFICATE  IS  ISSUED  AS  A  MATTER  OF  INFORMATION  ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE  DOES  NOT  AFFIRMATIVELY  OR  NEGATIVELY  AMEND,  EXTEND  OR  ALTER  THE  COVERAGE  AFFORDED  BY THE POLICIES
BELOW.    THIS  CERTIFICATE  OF  INSURANCE  DOES  NOT  CONSTITUTE  A  CONTRACT  BETWEEN  THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED
REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT:    If  the  certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If  SUBROGATION  IS  WAIVED,  subject  to  the  terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER:

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION

© 1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION.  All rights reserved.ACORD 25 (2016/03)

CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)

$

$

$

$

$

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD

2/12/2026

(413) 594-5984 (413) 592-8499

23434

Morais Contractors, Inc.
108 Rocus Street
Springfield, MA 01104

A 1,000,000

X A0211456003 4/26/2025 4/26/2026 500,000
10,000

1,000,000
3,000,000
2,000,000

1,000,000A

X A0211456004 4/26/2025 4/26/2026

5,000,000A
X A0211456006 4/26/2025 4/26/2026 5,000,000

0
A

A0211456005 5/5/2025 5/5/2026 1,000,000
N 1,000,000

1,000,000
B Contractor Pollution ICELLUW00165876 10/28/2025 Liab/Each Occur. 1,000,000
B Contractor Pollution ICELLUW00165876 10/28/2025 10/28/2026 Liab. Aggregate 2,000,000

Workers Compensation Policy Includes Coverage in the following 3A States: MA & CT

RE: 118 Cabot Street - Parcel 048-01-013 - in connection with resurfacing & related work on Cabot Street and Race Street (Center City Connector) Project. 
State Project #609065
The City of Holyoke and their respective officers, employees, and agents are included as additional insureds with respect to General Liability, Automobile 
Liability and Umbrella Liability if required by written contract.

City of Holyoke
536 Dwight Street
Holyoke, MA 01040

MORACON-01 LAURA

Phillips Insurance Agency, Inc.
97 Center Street
Chicopee, MA 01013

Laura Misseri

laura@phillipsinsurance.com

Middlesex Insurance Company
Ironshore Specialty Insurance Company

X

10/28/2026

X
X

X

X
X
X

X

X

X
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