
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
NOVEMBER 18, 2025 

 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

REGULAR AND PENDING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 

1. -- June 11, 2024, September 4, 2024, and April 15, 2025 Executive Session Minutes - 
Reviewed and ready for partial release as of September 17, 2025 

2. -- December 9, 2024 Finance Committee Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and 
withheld in entirety as of September 17, 2025 

3. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, 
meeting minutes from November 6, 2025 meeting 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

4. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos - 
October 7, 2025 meeting minutes 

5. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City of 
Holyoke shall create an Administrative and Finance Department. Said acceptance shall 
be subject to implementation by city ordinance and any necessary amendments to the 
City Charter. This order shall be referred concurrently to Charter and Rules and 
Ordinance to be considered jointly, with recommendations regarding implementation to 
be reported back to the City Council jointly. See attached: Municipal Modernization Act 
of 2025. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

6. From Mayor Joshua Garcia-letter appointing Ms. Cheryl Figueroa to the Valley 
Opportunity Council 

7. From Law Department-Vote to Accept and Adopt MGL Chapter 40, Section 22A 3/4 

8. From Auditor Tanya Wdowiak:  Mayor's Supplemental Budget Pages Revised 
11/12/2025 

9. From Victoria Houle, Asst City Engineer, Final Memo on Center City 110 Agreement 

10. From City Councilor Linda Vacon- Open Meeting Law Complaint 

11. From Parker O'Brien, Planner I, communication regarding 6409 Verizon 2025-25 

12. From Tapestry, Holyoke quarterly report April 1 to Sept 30, 2025 
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PETITIONS 

13. From Residents in Ward 7-Neighborhood Petition to Address Noise Complaints 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

14. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City Council 
establish minimum eligibility requirements (such as a four your degree in 
accounting/finance & 3 years successful management experience), for appointment as 
Treasurer prior to the initial appointment-(if voters approve the appointment 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

15. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order That a salary range be 
established for the Treasurer position, as the appointment of the position (rather than 
elected)was approved by voters. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

16. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order The city designate four 
parking spots in front of the police dept as "Police Business Only." 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

17. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order The speed limit on Laurel 
Street be reduced to 25 MPH.   
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

18. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order If the local option is 
adopted, the City of Holyoke create by ordinance a designated parking place for 
Veterans at City Hall to be used in compliance with chapter 40, §22A ¾.    
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

19. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order The city of Holyoke 
adopts M.G.L. chapter 40, §22A ¾ which grants authority to municipalities to designate 
a parking space at City Hall for Veterans.   
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

20. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the DPW remove the 
handicap sign at 43 King St.  It is no longer needed. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

21. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the Treasurer, Auditor 
and Mayor please come to the Finance Committee to discuss why the Schedule A year 
end reconciliation for Fiscal Year 2024 has not yet been filed with the State.  Failure to 
make this end of year filing timely potentially jeopardizes our future state aid payments, 
cash flow and the certification of our free cash.  This filing was due on November 30 
and is still unfiled.  It should be noted that it was filed many months late last year and 
appears to be late again.  Let’s discuss please how we can 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 
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22. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a communication From Assistant City 
Solicitor Kathleen Degnan-Holyoke PARC Grant Resolution Phase II Anniversary Hill 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

23. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS PARKLAND 
ACQUISITIONS AND RENOVATIONS FOR COMMUNITIES GRANT: SCOTT TOWER, 
$425,000, NO MATCH" and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method 
appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 
associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

24. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a Petition from Ronald Diaz for a 
Livery Service at 400 Hillside Ave. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

25. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a communication From City Auditor, 
Tanya Wdowiak, Mayor’s FY2026 Supplemental Budget Communication and Budget 
Book 
Recommended that the order be referred to the full Council. 

26. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"COMPLETE STREETS GRANT – RACE STREET, $285,631.88, NO MATCH" and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting 
of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of 
said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

27. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"MASS PRESERVATION PROJECT – CITY HALL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
GRANT, $65,000, NO MATCH" and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other 
method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 
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associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

28. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"MASSDOT CENTER CITY CONNECTOR 3 PROJECT GRANT, $5,341,978.91, NO 
MATCH" and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for 
the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the 
administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

29. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the City Council invite 
the Mayor, Police Department and relevant financial department heads to a future 
meeting of the Finance Committee to provide an update on the status of the off-duty 
police account and former vendor Off-Duty Blue. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

30. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order In an effort to provide clarity 
for all councilors and the public, ordered that the law department provide guidance or a 
memo that outlines the number of votes required for different items related to finance, 
ordinances, real estate and other relevant voting topics. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

31. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a communication From Mayor Joshua 
Garcia- 2023 Signed MOU HPD RollKall 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

32. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a communication From Mayor Joshua 
Garcia- 2021 Signed MOU HPD RollKall 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

33. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a communication OffDutyBlue 
Services Agreement 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 
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34. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a communication From Health Benefit 
Trust meeting, meeting minutes from December 4, 2024, January 13, February 24, and 
March 10, 2025 
Recommended that the order be received. 

35. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the Commission on 
Disabilities be invited to the Finance Committee to discuss MGL Chapter 40 Section 
22G which will officially set aside funds from Handicap Parking Violation fines into an 
Independent Budget. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

36. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a 
Petition from Francisco Grabiel Velez Vega of 214 Elm St. for a Street Vendor License 
Awaiting disposition 

37. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a 
communication From Edward Owen-Communication request to renew License 
Agreement 
Awaiting disposition 

38. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a 
Home occupation application of Amelia Box for a wood window restoration business at 
57 Taylor Street (073-00-007) per sec 4.8.2. 
Awaiting disposition 

39. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order that the Honorable City Council, in accordance with the Holyoke Redevelopment 
Authority’s urban renewal, approves the transfer of ownership of South Bridge Street 
Parcel 007 (Assessors Map 029, Block 08, Parcel 007) to the Holyoke Redevelopment 
Authority for consideration of $1.00 for the South Holyoke Homes development.  Said 
parcel is vacant land approximately 4,908 square feet in size, zoned Downtown 
Residential and has an assessed value of $22,800. 
Awaiting disposition 

40. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order that the Honorable City Council, in accordance with the Holyoke Redevelopment 
Authority’s urban renewal plan, approves the transfer of ownership of 569 South Bridge 
Street (Assessors Map 029, Block 08, Parcel 006) to the Holyoke Redevelopment 
Authority for consideration of $1.00 for the South Holyoke Homes development.  Said 
parcel is vacant land approximately 5,130 square feet in size, zoned Downtown 
Residential and has an assessed value of $38,700. 
Awaiting disposition 

41. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order The city of Holyoke adopt a ‘home rule petition’ to designate reduced motor 
vehicle speed within areas proximate to senior housing.  This would be similar to the 
reduced speed limits within School Zones.  In addition, the City Council adopt a 
resolution to submit to the state Legislature to adopt such a law statewide.  Draft 
resolution attached. 
Awaiting disposition 
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42. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order From Fire Chief John 
Kadlewicz, Ambulance transport services feasibility study final report 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

43. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the Fire Chief 
communicate a written plan for supporting firefighters to successfully complete their 
EMT Certifications, especially for those who have previously failed to pass the exams 
required and are approaching the two year deadline 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

44. Vacon- ORDER:  The City Solicitor provides the annual Law Department Business 
Report.  The most recent report appears to be from 8/2/24.  

45. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, THREE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY EIGHT AND 69/100 
Dollars ($3,898.69) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51104 FIRE LIEUTENANT    $3,142.74 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTER        755.95 
  TOTAL  $3,898.69 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $3,898.69 
PP#10 TOTAL  $3,898.69 

46. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, FIVE THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE AND 07/100 Dollars 
($5,265.07) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51104 FIRE LIEUTENANT   $3,142.74 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTER     2,645.73 
  TOTAL  $5,265.07 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $5,265.07 
PP#9 TOTAL  $5,265.07 

47. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($300,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTER    $300,000 
  TOTAL $300,000 
TO   
12201-51300 OVERTIME      

$300,000 
 TOTAL  $300,000 
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48. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "FFY26 MUNICIPAL ROAD SAFETY PROGRAM, 
$45,000, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other 
method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 
associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 

49. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "SFY26 EDWARD J. BYRNE MEMORIAL 
JUSTICE ASSISTANT GRANT PROGRAM, $18,344, NO MATCH" grant and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting 
of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of 
said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 

50. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY2026 STATE 911 DEPARTMENT 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL DISPATCH GRANT PROGRAM, $24,500, NO MATCH" grant 
and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the 
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the 
administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 

51. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASSTRAILS PROGRAM GRANT: CT RIVER 
PATHWAY, $239,000, $61,000 CASH MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment 
of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and 
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
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a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda.  

52. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, SIXTY ONE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($61,000) as follows: 
FROM 
1376-10400 SMART GROWTH ZONING GRANT     $61,000 
  TOTAL $61,000 
TO:   
MASSTRAILS PROGRAM GRANT: CT RIVER PATHWAY 
– GRANT MATCH  

 $61,000 

 TOTAL  $61,000 
 

53. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($5,000) as follows: 
FROM 
16931-51102 BUILDING CUSTODIAN     $5,000 
  TOTAL $5,000 
TO:   
16932-52500 R&M BUILDINGS & GROUNDS  $5,000 
 TOTAL  $5,000 
 

54. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, ONE HUNDRED FIFTY FIVE THOUSAND AND /100 Dollars ($155,000) as 
follows: 
FROM 
0430-10400 SALE OF REAL ESTATE   $155,000 
  TOTAL $155,000 
TO: 
12403-58002 CAPITAL OUTLAY-BLDGS   $155,000 
  TOTAL  $155,000 

55. DEVINE — Ordered, that there be and is hereby raised and appropriated in the fiscal 
year 2026, ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 00/100 Dollars ($100,000) as follows:FROM 
2026 TAX LEVY   $100,000 
  TOTAL $100,000 
TO: 
11212-57807 SPECIAL ARTICLE – CRISIS RELIEF 
FUND  

  $100,000 

  TOTAL  $100,000 

56. Magrath-Smith-that a crosswalk be added across Hampton Knolls Road at Northampton 
St. 
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57. Magrath-Smith - Ordered, that a crosswalk be added across Northampton Street at 
River Terrace. 

58. Magrath-Smith-ordered that the roles and responsibilities given to different 
subcommittees in the rules be revised for clarity, purpose, and functionality. 

59. Magrath-Smith, ordered - that the City formally recognize and issue a proclamation 
congratulating the HCC Women's Volleyball Team on their recent New England 
Championship. 

60. Magrath-Smith and Devine - Ordered, that all public board and commission meetings be 
recorded and publicly shared. 

61. Magrath-Smith - Ordered, that a crosswalk be added across Hampton Knolls where it 
intersects with Northampton Street.  

62. MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered that incoming Councilors-Elect be invited into 
chambers for the remaining Council meetings in this term.  

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Addendum: 
Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 
beginning of the next regular meeting. 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 
discussed at the meeting.   

Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 

 
   

   
 City Clerk 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

November 6, 2025 

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:03 p.m.  

The Clerk called the roll.  Absent Members: 0 Present Members in person: 11 (Bartley, Devine, Givner, 
Greaney, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, J. Rivera, Sullivan, Vacon). Present 
Members on Zoom: 1 (Anderson-Burgos, Jourdain) 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The name of Councilor Bartley was pulled to head the roll call voting. 

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be 
applicable to all motions to receive, refer items to committee, remove items from the table, place items on 
the table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules unless there is an objection.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

(2:10) 

Mary Hennessy, 67 Hitchcock Street, expressed concern about a business she heard was planning to 
open on Martin Street and would be discussing during the meeting. She then asked if that was accurate.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that there was a petition on the agenda, but that it would be 
referred to committee.  

M. Hennessy stated that there were already two businesses on Martin Street and there was an enormous 
amount of traffic for a small street and another business would lead to an overload of cars. She also 
noted there were two stops signs on each corner that were always blocked by the traffic. She added that 
there was also a school bus drop off on the street.  

President Murphy-Romboletti explained that there would be a public hearing for the petition and abutters 
would be notified.  

Brianna Zemrock, 59 Hitchcock Street, stated she was speaking on behalf of herself as well as her 
husband, Walter, as well as her neighbor, Tammy Patino who lived at 84 Westfield Road. She then 
expressed concern about the business coming to Martin Street, emphasizing they were not in support of 
it. She expressed further concern that the business was for mental therapy, questioning what if something 
went wrong during one of the sessions and the risk of a person breaking into her home. She added that 
there was heavy traffic on the street and young children living in the residential area.  

REGULAR AND PENDING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES  
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(8:30) 

June 11, 2024, September 4, 2024, and April 15, 2025 Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and ready 
for partial release as of September 17, 2025 
--->  Laid on the table. 

December 9, 2024 Finance Committee Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and withheld in entirety as 
of September 17, 2025 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos-meeting minutes 
from October 21, 2025 
--->  Received and Adopted. 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

(3:00) 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to remove item 4 and 5 from the table as 
a package. 

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos - October 7, 2025 
meeting minutes. 
--->  Laid on the table.  

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, minutes of 
February 18, 2025 meeting. 

Councilor Vacon expressed her recollection that the body was waiting for something on the February 
minutes.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that item 5 would be good to approve now that a rule changed had been 
adopted. He then stated that a concern on item 4 was still being vetted relative to what took place in the 
last 10 minutes of the meeting regarding a $137,000 transfer. He then suggested the matter would need 
to be discussed in committee before approving the October minutes  
--->  Received and Adopted.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that it made sense to keep item 6 tabled as nothing had yet changed on 
the matter.  

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City of Holyoke shall create 
an Administrative and Finance Department. Said acceptance shall be subject to implementation by city 
ordinance and any necessary amendments to the City Charter. This order shall be referred concurrently 
to Charter and Rules and Ordinance to be considered jointly, with recommendations regarding 
implementation to be reported back to the City Council jointly. See attached: Municipal Modernization Act 
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of 2025. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
--->  Laid on the table. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

(12:15) 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia-letter vetoing items 96 from October 21, 2025 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Vacon stated that the mayor did not have veto power over the Council’s right to request a legal 
opinion outlined in the ordinances.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that the mayor did not have veto power over the internal affairs of the City 
Council, adding that the ordinances were clear that the body or any member could ask for a legal opinion 
and the mayor did not have the authority to prevent a legal opinion. He added the City Council needed to 
have access to the Law Department. He also noted a proposed rule change was on the agenda to allow 
individual members to ask for legal opinions. He also emphasized that the opinion was requested formally 
in an order but noted it could theoretically be done by individual members sending an email.  

Councilor Bartley stated that the body would need to vote on this but would be interested in hearing from 
the Law Department. 

Councilor Jourdain suggested making a motion to override the veto to make it a moot point.  

Councilor I. Rivera questioned taking a vote to override the veto if the mayor didn’t have the power to 
veto. He then made a motion to ask the Law Department to clarify the question. Councilor Vacon 
seconded the motion. Motion adopted.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that the order was making a request of an executive department to perform a 
function. He then stated that while the ordinances outlined that function, it did not have a bearing on the 
mayor having the authority to veto it. He added that the department did not believe it was an internal affair 
of the Council as it involved another department. He also noted that the order was adopted by a voice 
vote at the end of a meeting, adding that he was not inclined to give it the same weight as something that 
may have taken a half hour to discuss and debate. He also stated that while the vote on the transfer may 
have been confusing, the intent was clear. He also emphasized that the transfer had already been 
accomplished, the Auditor had signed off on it, and the money was in the account to execute the contract. 
He then stated that the veto was in order and suggested that the veto should be sustained.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the Council could take a vote to override the veto.  

Councilor Jourdain made a motion to override the veto. He then stated that the ordinances were clear that 
the Council had the authority to ask for a legal opinion of the Law Department and it did not give the 
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mayor authority to veto it. He added that individual members could also ask for legal opinions. He then 
urged councilors to override the veto, but strongly disagreed that the mayor had this authority.  
Councilor Bartley seconded the motion.  

Councilor Bartley expressed support for overriding the veto. He then questioned the suggestion from Atty 
Bissonnette that because there wasn’t lengthy discussion and it was on a voice vote, the vote was less 
significant than if there was lengthy debate and a roll call vote.  

Councilor Vacon read from 2-162 of the city ordinances regarding legal opinions: 
“The city solicitor shall, when requested furnish the mayor or at a city council meeting a legal opinion 
upon any subject touching upon the duties of their respective offices, but the city solicitor shall not be 
required to give a written opinion unless the question upon which the opinion is desired be submitted in 
writing..” 
She then explained that this was why she submitted the request in an order, emphasizing that the 
ordinance said “shall,” not “may.” She also noted that the voice vote was on a motion to reconsider and 
there was never a motion to pass the second reading.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that while the money may have already been spent, it was important to send a 
message that allowing any mayor to block the Council from a legal opinion would establish a dangerous 
precedent, 

Councilor I. Rivera stated that while he understood the point about establishing a precedent, the Council 
always had an opportunity to override a veto.   

Councilor Vacon responded by emphasizing that rather than the Council now having a legal opinion, the 
body was instead talking about whether they should have the opinion.  
--->  Vote to override the Mayors veto was adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas 11--
Nays  2 (Devine, Givner)--Absent  0. 

Councilor Vacon requested that the Law Department provide the legal opinion ASAP. 

From Assistant City Solicitor Kathleen Degnan-Holyoke PARC Grant Resolution Phase II Anniversary 
Hill(1) 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

From Tanya Wdowiak, City Auditor, Letter of Resignation effective November 28, 2025 

Councilor Vacon made a motion to receive, with regret. 

Councilor Bartley asked that as this was a City Council appointment, if the President would need to file an 
order to advertise for the position.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated she could file an order but did not recall the Council filing one for the 
other appointments.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she did not think so.  
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Councilor Bartley made a motion to receive and send it to the Human Resources Director with a request 
to advertise the position.  

Councilor Devine offered thanks to Tanya Wdowiak for her work.  

Councilor Bartley seconded that sentiment.  
--->  Received. Copy to Human Resources.  

From Holyoke Residents-letter to Mayor Garcia regarding noise at Wyckoff Country Club 

Councilor Devine stated that the people on Mount Tom Avenue had been complaining about the noise 
coming from Wyckoff and would have a petition on the next City Council agenda.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he would like to see the Public Safety Committee take this up alongside the 
coming petition.  
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to the Mayor.  

From Edward Owen-Communication request to renew License Agreement 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

From Jack Dowd, Down Insurance, Overview of prevent auto claim trends, COH analysis of vehicles, 
Police 3 year trend, DPW 3 year trend, COH claim trends 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

From F&M Hideway-Correspondence to City Council-10.30.2025 

Councilor Bartley stated that he spoke with the Ordinance chair about taking this up. He then made a 
motion to refer to Ordinance, along with a copy to the Law Department to opine on a matter. He then 
stated that while it may be straightforward and fit within the parameters of the Building Commission, the 
petitioners stated that it may not. He then explained that he was seeking to send it to the Ordinance 
Committee as they had a meeting coming up soon and it could be taken care of quicker. He also stated 
that he was looking for the Law Department to confirm this was on the right legal ground under the 
special permit law.  
Councilor Vacon seconded the motion.  

President Murphy-Romboletti expressed her understanding that it would have to go to DGR if it was 
related to their special permit.  

Councilor Bartley stated that City Council rules gave the body broad power to send items to any 
committee. He then reiterated that there was an Ordinance meeting coming up quick.  

Councilor Devine stated that she didn’t have a problem with the sign request but questioned if there 
needed to be a public hearing.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she would want to hear from the Law Department to clarify if this 
needed a public hearing.  
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Councilor I. Rivera made a motion to suspend the necessary rules to allow Atty Bissonnette to address 
the Council. Councilor Vacon seconded the motion. Motion adopted.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that he looked at the item earlier that day at the administrative assistant’s request 
and was concerned about any conditions that may have been attached to the initial special permit, and 
found there were none. He then explained that did not give leeway on what they could put up, meaning 
this would be an amendment to the special permit requiring a public hearing so it would not give enough 
time to notice for a meeting the following week.  

Councilor Givner asked if there would be enough time to take it up at the DGR meeting on the 17th.  

Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos stated that he would need 3 weeks to notice for the public hearing. He 
added that if it were sent to Ordinance, there would be enough time to notice for their December 3rd 
meeting.  

Councilor Bartley expressed his understanding that this would require a public hearing and that noticing 
for it would require at least 3 weeks, meaning it would be good to go for Ordinance to take it up in early 
December.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Outreach Meeting for the High End Wellness Company LLC. 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 
*Admin’s note: this motion was later reconsidered and the item was received.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 15 and 16 as a 
package. 

"Documents related to Old Bassett Road Discontinuance 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. 

Holyoke Road Acceptance Procedure 

Councilor Bartley suggested that these items go to the Ordinance Committee. He then stated that he 
spoke with the administrative assistant about setting up a Council library for items, noting that item 16 
was helpful.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the administrative assistant was suggesting these items go to 
Public Safety because there was a related discussion planned for that committee on November 25th.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith noted it would eventually need to go through Ordinance, but it was fine if the 
discussion was happening in Public Safety first.  
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. 

From HEDIC-meeting minutes from September 23, 2025 and Annual Meeting minutes  
--->  Received. 
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Councilor Devine made a motion to reconsider the previous action on item 14 and just receive it.  

Councilor Vacon noted that these usually go to Ordinance.  

Councilor Bartley seconded the motion.  

Councilor Devine stated that the body got a copy of the item, adding that the meeting had taken place 
that night. 
--->  Received.  

Planning Review Letter - Lyman Group at 40 Lyman Street 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

From City Auditor Wdowiak: 2025 EOY Pilot Payment & 2026 YTD Pilot Payments 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

PETITIONS 

(41:20) 

Petition from Martin Street Psychiatry PLLC (Ella Sussman)-zone change application for 1-9 Martin St. 

Councilor Bartley noted that this was the topic that two of the speakers during public comment 
referenced. He then recalled that this petitioner came before the Council looking to do something similar 
under a special permit because it was implied they would be residing at the property. He added that the 
City Clerk’s office caught the issue that they may not be residing at the property, so they petitioner agreed 
to withdraw it. He then emphasized they were now applying for a zone change, which had significantly 
more power than a special permit. He then stated that while the petitioner may not be planning anything 
nefarious, a zone change goes on forever and under the BG zone, a strip bar would be among the things 
allowed by right. He added that going from R-2 to BG would be a huge ask that should be thoughtfully 
considered.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the administrative assistant confirmed the public hearing would 
be scheduled for December 3rd.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Petition from Ronald Diaz for a Livery Service at 400 Hillside Ave. 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

(44:50) 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that The Veterans Day ceremony at the War Memorial Building 
would take place next Tuesday, November 11th at 10 a.m., with doors opening at 9 a.m. for 
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refreshments. She added that prior to the event, breakfast will be provided by American Legion Post 351 
from 8-10 a.m. at 22 Sycamore Street. She also stated that councilors should arrive by 9:45 to line up for 
the procession.  
She also stated that an order would be filed on the next meeting agenda to invite the incoming councilors-
elect to join Council in chambers for the remaining meetings of this term. She noted this was carrying on 
a tradition so new councilors can get a feel for being in chambers for Council meetings. She added that 
Jeffery would begin adding incoming councilors to the calendar invites for subcommittee meetings so they 
can become more familiar with what the committees are discussing  She added that new councilors 
should also expect to begin receiving emails from Brenna and Jeffery about some things they’d need to 
know and take care of as they’re coming on.  
She then stated there would be a city staff potluck on Thursday, November 20th at noon, adding that 
Jeffery emailed out a flyer to councilors already along with a sign up form if anyone wanted to bring 
something. She also stated that Mayor Garcia was also hoping to have this be an opportunity for a bit of a 
meet and greet between city staff and city councilors.  
She also stated there would be an executive session prior to the Public Safety meeting on Tuesday, 
November 25th, and calendar invites have already been sent.  
She stated that they she approved an early meeting for the Parking Advisory Committee, and they met at 
3 p.m. on Thursday, October 30th.  
She also offered a reminder that Council pictures would be at 6 p.m. prior to the meeting on Tuesday, 
December 2nd. 
She also stated that she would keep everyone posted on the plan to vote on the tax rate, likely the first 
week in December.  

Councilor Greaney asked for a moment of silence in honor of David Sabourin, longtime Holyoke school 
teacher that recently passed away. 

A moment of silence was observed in honor of Mr. Sabourin. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 50 and 51 out of order 
as a package. 

Bartley- HPD closely monitor and enforce the "no parking" ordinance, signs and striping proximate to 485 
South St.  Thank you to DPW for adding the striping on short notice to delineate the no parking.  Refer to 
HPD and DPW.  Refer to Public Safety for follow-up with HPD. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to Holyoke Police Department, DPW. 

Bartley-Ordered that the DPW remove the handicap sign at 43 King St.  It is no longer needed. 

Councilor I. Rivera suggested that the Clerk’s office be informed when the sign gets taken out.  

Councilor Bartley noted that it was the Clerk’s office that notified him. He also noted that the application 
for handicap signs had been updated with information on the process for removal.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

(50:05) 
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The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Handicap application for Ageorgina Reyes 
of 292 Pine St. #3. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera stated that the Disabilities Commission reviewed the application and approved the 
space.  
--->  Report of Committee on received and the Ordinance passed its first reading.  
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

(52:00) 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2026, FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 Dollars ($5,000.00) as follows: 
FROM 
11611-51210 ELECTIONS OFFICERS    $5,000 
TOTAL $5,000 
TO: 
11612-53030 PRINT/BINDING     $5,000 
TOTAL  $5,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this was a routine bill for the City Clerk’s office.  
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--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2026, TWO THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($2,000) as follows: 
FROM 
11751-51105 SR PROJECT MANAGER    $2,000 
TOTAL $2,000 
TO:   
11751-51300 OPED OVERTIME   $2,000 
TOTAL  TOTAL  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the senior project manager position had not been filled, requiring other staff 
in the OPED office to come in a little earlier or stay a little later, adding up to needing around 3 hours of 
overtime every week.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley).   

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASS DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION DONATION OF $73,615 (SEVENTY THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FIFTEEN 
AND 00/100 DOLLARS)” and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the 
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said 
donation.   This revenue will be used towards funding to support the All-Way Stop initiative for the seven 
intersections listed below: 
• Dwight St at Pine St 
• Sargeant St at Commercial St 
• Sargeant St at Elm St 
• W Franklin St at Linden St 
• Sargeant St at Sycamore St 
• Appleton St at Elm St 
• Cabot Street at Nick Cosmos Way/Commercial St 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
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Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated this was funding to get all way stops for the listing intersections. She noted that 
people who saw the agenda were happy to see this was happening.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2026, NINE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($900.00) as follows: 
FROM 
14212-52504 PROPERTY- R&M PELLISSIER BLDG    $900.00 
TOTAL $900.00 
TO:   
14212-53009 DPW ADMIN CONTRACTED SERVICES  $900.00 
TOTAL $900.00 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the funding needed to be changed from one line item to the other to cover 
the cost of renting parking spaces in the lot across the street from the DPW building.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "Holyoke Economic Development 
Industrial Corporation $30,000 (THIRTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS) donation” and authorizes 
the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and 
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said donation.  This revenue will be 
used towards funding to support a contracted Brownfield Consultant.   The City intends to provide 
matching funding through general fund contracted services appropriations for a total of $60,000 together 
for this service.   

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the order was straightforward in what this was for. She then stated it would 
be $60,000, including matching funding in the OPED offices.   

Councilor Vacon asked where the matching funds were coming from. 

Councilor Devine stated it would be from the general fund.  

Councilor Vacon asked if there was a transfer coming.  

Councilor Devine stated that the order explained it would be a $30,000 donation along with $30,000 from 
the general fund for a total of $60,000 for the service.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if the other $30,000 was from HEDIC.  

Councilor Sullivan reiterated that the documents stated the matching funds were coming from the general 
fund.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if $30,000 was coming from HEDIC and the other $30,000 was 
coming from the general fund.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that was correct.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if that answered the question. 

Councilor Vacon stated that it did.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked where in the general fund it was being transferred from.  

Councilor Devine stated that it was to support a contracted Brownfield Consultant.  

Councilor I. Rivera emphasized that there would usually be a transfer showing it going from one line item 
to another.  

Councilor Vacon made a motion to lay item 27 on the table to find out where it would be coming from.  
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Councilor Devine suggested it could go back to Finance to find out when the committee met the following 
Monday.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that It would be too late to add it to the Monday agenda because of 
Open Meeting Law.  

Councilor Sullivan suggested not tabling it as this was just receiving money from HEDIC, questioning why 
the body would hold up receiving it. He then suggested then getting clarification.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the materials from the item showed that the first step was to get 
the funds from this donation and then the next step would be to work with the mayor to get a $30,000 
allocation as part of the supplemental budget. 

Councilor I. Rivera agreed with approving it and then getting clarification but now understood it would be 
part of a supplemental budget.  

Councilor Jourdain recalled that at the Finance meeting, they explained they would try to do the work with 
the $30,000 first and then come in with a request for the other $30,000 if they needed it.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 28 and 29 as a 
package. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a communication From City Solicitor Lisa Ball, 
Settlement Agreement between The City of Holyoke and the UPSEU Holyoke Public Works Supervisors 
Local 424, Unit MADIV111 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be received. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this was part of the collective bargaining agreement, noting that two people 
would be receiving a raise. She added that there were 7 with changes in their contract and 12 employees 
would receive step increases.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2026, THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED TWENTY TWO AND 00/100 
Dollars ($3,322) as follows: 
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FROM 
14211-51103 DPW OFFICE MANAGER   $3,322 
TOTAL  $3,322 
TO: 
14251-51101 FOREMAN-HIGHWAYS      $2,201 
14301-51106 WASTE/RECYCLE COORDINATOR     1,121 
TOTAL  $3,322 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY26 EEA MUNICIPAL 
VULNERABILITY PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM-HOLYOKE WASTEWATER SYSTEM VULNERABILITY 
ASSESSMENT, ADAPTION PLAN, & GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE, $390,000, 10% IN KIND MATCH" 
grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the 
receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this was for the wastewater treatment plant for a vulnerability study. She 
added that the 10% match would come from staff time.  
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--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASSDOT RECTANGULAR RAPID 
FLASHING BEACON (RRFB) PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALK ASSEMBLIES DONATION, 2 ASSEMBLIES, 
ESTIMATED VALUE $13,250, " and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate 
for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of 
said donation. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that his was a program providing equipment for the DPW who would need to 
install the flashing beacons within 90 days.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 32 and 33 as a 
package. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY2026 DAM & SEAWALL PROGRAM: 
DESIGN & PERMIT GRANT, $250,000, 10% MATCH ($25,000)" and authorizes the establishment of a 
Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 
associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
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Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that this grant would cover electrical upgrades to pump stations 1 through 4 and 
then 5 through 7. She added there would be lighting improvements as well as concrete and brick work.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2026, TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($25,000) as follows: 
FROM 
19121-51996 WORKERS COMP     $25,000 
TOTAL $25,000 
TO:   
DAM & SEAWALL PROGRAM: DESIGN & PERMIT GRANT MATCH   $25,000  
TOTAL  $25,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

(1:12:50) 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the City Engineer and DPW report 
on the frequent flooding on Longfellow as to its severity and planned improvements to prevent future 
flooding. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that this mainly focused on flooding in front of 87 Longfellow. She added that 
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there were repairs done with new pipes put in, new grating put in, as well as cleaning of leaves and 
debris.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.  

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the DPW replace the stop sign on 
Linden at Mackenzie with a flashing stop sign. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted and referred to the Mayor and 
DPW. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that the flashing stop sign was approved.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred a communication From Andrea Johansen, letter 
regarding proposed lithium battery site in Westfield 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that the matter was complied with.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that reps of Holyoke Housing come in 
and provide and update to residents at Toeofert apartments regarding a letter residents received about 
the possible removal or remodel of the parks in the area. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Jenny Rivera 
Israel Rivera 
Patricia Devine 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor J. Rivera stated that Councilor I. Rivera had informed the committee that the order was 
complied with.  

Councilor I. Rivera explained that concerns were brought to him by residents about the potential of parks 
being removed. He then stated that he reached out to them, had a conversation with the housing 
complex, and the issue was taken care of.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

(1:15:25) 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the role of the Public Service 
and Human Resources Committee as described in Section 9B.iv and 9L and 9M be reviewed and 
revised. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that what was in the rules did not match what the committee was doing 
or what they believed they should be doing, such as matters related to forestry, Parks and Recreation, as 
well as matters related to transportation. She suggested that the Council at one time may have been 
trying to balance the workload of committee, but it was decided it was better to focus the committee on 
their main role of interviewing and following up with candidates for different city positions. She added that 
they would also be changing the name back to just Public Service Committee.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that revisions to Section 7A of our 
rules be considered. Section 7A reads:7. AGENDA A. At every regular meeting of the Council, the order 
of business shall be as follows: 
i. Calling the roll of the members. 
ii. Pledge of Allegiance followed by the statement “God Bless America, God  Bless the City of Holyoke 
and All its Citizens, and God Bless the City Council.” 
iii. Presentations and reports by invitation of the City Council 
iv. Public Comment (amended May 15, 2012) 
v. Reading the journal of the previous meeting, if requested by the City Council. 
vi. Unfinished business of previous meeting.   
vii. Communications and reports from city officers   
viii. President's Report.  ix. Presentation of petitions, memorials, and remonstrances. 
x. Reports of Committees.   
xi. Motions, orders, and resolutions 
xii. Late-Filed orders: A listing of all late file orders from the prior City Council  Meeting be listed and 
attached to the subsequent meetings agenda as an  addendum.   
The above shall not be departed from but by vote of the majority of the City  Council present. 
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have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that this was the rule laying out the order of agenda items for City 
Council meetings. She then explained two changes would be moving “Presentation of petitions, 
memorials, and remonstrances” up to the third item on the agenda, noting that having guests in made 
more sense at the beginning of a meeting. She added that they also felt it made more sense to move the 
President’s Report to earlier in the meeting, noting that it often came up well into a meeting.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed full support of the proposal.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that a new rule 6.H. be added to the 
City Council rules. 
Proposed Rule 6.H: 
"Any member of the Council, upon being recognized by the President, may pose a question to be 
answered by the Law Department." 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that some rule changes had been made in the past as a response to an 
issue coming up. She then explained that she filled this order following a situation where a councilor 
wanted to ask a question and the Council did not give them permission to get a response from the City 
Solicitor. She noted it currently required a suspension of the rules to ask a question of the City Solicitor, 
requiring support of a two-thirds majority, and this would change it to giving any member of the Council 
the ability to pose a question upon being recognized by the President. She noted she would have 
supported a compromise of a majority vote instead and would support it if it was more palatable to the 
body.  

Councilor Vacon expressed opposition to this order. She then stated that the body had never 
unreasonably prevented someone from hearing from the Law Department during a City Council meeting. 
She then expressed concern that opening it up so widely would lead to constantly bringing the Law 
Department into the debate, creating complications and confusion in debate, and would not be an 
appropriate use of the Law Department. She also noted that there were a lot of rule changes not being 
followed and the body should work on getting better on following the rules it had before adding new rules.  
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Councilor Jourdain stated that he would support the rule change, adding that he believed the order was 
filed in good spirit. He then agreed with Councilor Vacon that the Law Department should only be giving 
legal opinions and not making political arguments. He then expressed concern that earlier in this meeting, 
Atty Bissonnette stated that the Council should sustain the veto of the mayor, which was not a legal 
opinion but a political argument. He then stated that this rule was reasonable if done correctly, but the 
Council should avoid letting this lead to adding a 14th member to the body.  

Councilor Devine asked if this would mean everyone would need to take a vote on it if she wanted to 
pose a question to the Law Department.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that they would.  

Councilor Devine asked why this was being changed then.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith clarified that currently the body would have to give permission to suspend the 
rules if someone wanted to ask the Law Department a question. She then explained that this change 
would allow someone to have the right to ask a question. She then reiterated she would be open to it 
being a simple majority, emphasizing the point was about lowering the bar. He also agreed with Councilor 
Jourdain’s point that councilors should avoid using this to make the City Solicitor essentially a 14 
councilor and should try to do their homework and be thoughtful.  

Councilor Givner stated that she did not see any problem with asking the Law Department a question and 
placing this in the rules but didn’t often see this as an issue. She added that people should be able to ask 
a professional a question.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he had been on the Council off and on for many years and had never seen 
a problem with people on the Council asking permission to recognize the attorney, and he did not see a 
need for this change.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  9--Nays  3 (Devine, Greaney, Vacon)--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order Council rules be amended to ban 
outright all late filed orders, communications and any other business of the Council unless it is a matter of 
absolute emergency to the city and no member objects. 
4-15-25 Councilor Jourdain-Council rules be amended to ban outright all late filed orders, 
communications and any other business of the Council unless it is a matter of absolute critical business of 
the city and no member objects. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that it was clear late files had been a problem in the past because there 
were so many rules that were attempts to address them. She then explained that this would remove 
where it existed in Rule 4B, and the new rule would not allow late files to be added unless they were a 
matter critical to the city and no member objected. She added that anyone wishing to add a late file would 
need to contact the City Clerk, City Council Administrative Assistant, as well as City Council President. 
She added that late files not acted upon would become a new order on the next agenda. She added that 
the section on late files would be removed from the agenda layout.  

Councilor Greaney stated that the order made sense, emphasizing the point on critical business of the 
city.  

Councilor Jourdain thanked the committee for the great work on this, as well as the chair and Councilor 
Greaney for coming up with good language on this.  

Councilor Vacon noted that everyone would need to remain conscious of Open Meeting Law 
requirements with the use of late files.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 42 through 45 as a 
package. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That the Law Department render an 
opinion as to whether a City Councilor can be censured for disruption of any City Council proceeding 
whether at regular meetings of the City Council or any sub-committee of the City Council. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That the Law Department check 
with surrounding cities and towns as to how they might censure an elected official due to lack of decorum 
or other offenses. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 

Page 30 of 120



22 
 

Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred a communication From Atty Jane 
Mantolesky, Asst City Solicitor, opinion on ability to censure councilors for disruption in meetings. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That the Law Department issue an 
opinion as to whether there are any repercussions for an elected City Councilor who may "Use their 
position to impede any government operation in carrying out their duties. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith commended the Law Department for their work on pulling together articles and 
researching things that have happened in other communities in the region around the process of 
censuring. She then stated that one thing that surfaced was recognizing how rare censuring was. She 
added that they also discussed Rule 6B, which stated, 
“No person shall be interrupted while speaking but by a call to order, or for explanation.  When a member 
is called to order the member shall immediately defer to the President, unless permitted to explain; and 
the City Council, if appealed to, shall decide the case without debate; and if the decision is against the 
member, the member shall not be permitted to speak, unless by way of excuse for the same, until the 
member has made satisfaction.” 
She added that they discussed what it meant to make satisfaction. She then emphasized that censure 
was a formal process while in contrast, a member may be asked to make satisfaction in a meeting based 
on something they said or did incorrectly, emphasizing the rules had a process for that. She added that 
censuring someone would be more official, sometimes through forming an ad hoc committee, and not 
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something that would usually be done on the fly. She added it should be done with care as it had real 
weight behind it.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that City Council Rule 9.I be revised 
from "Subcommittees should not be allowed to meet at the same time/same night." to "Subcommittees 
should not be allowed to meet at the same time/same night unless the Chairs of two or more Sub-
Committees have called for a joint meeting." 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that some edits were made since the original proposal suggested in the 
order. She then explained the revision would require joint meetings between subcommittees to be 
approved by a majority of the City Council. She added that if a joint meeting comprised a majority of the 
City Council, a committee of the whole could be called. She added that Atty Bissonnette advised caution 
in calling a joint meeting in order to be thoughtful in keeping Open Meeting Law in mind.  

Councilor Vacon stated that the amendments would ensure being in compliance with the Open Meeting 
Law. 

Councilor I. Rivera asked if this would mean needing it to be a full meeting rather than a joint meeting if 
certain topics needed to be addressed.  

Councilor Vacon stated that it would only be true if the two committees meeting together were seven or 
more members of the Council because it would be violating the Open Meeting Law to have a majority of 
the Council meeting outside of a City Council meeting. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that the concept of a committee of the whole would mean the whole 
Council meeting together but debating topics like they would in a subcommittee meeting in a less formal 
way. She added that it would technically serve as its own ad hoc subcommittee that would dissolve after 
the issue was done and would report out to the full Council. She explained that it would take place in 
situations where different subcommittees have a part in discussing and voting on a particular issue.  

Councilor I. Rivera noted he filed orders to discuss the Council’s mission, vision, and core values, and 
questioned if that would require calling a full meeting to hash those out because so many people had to 
opine on the topics.  

Councilor Givner asked if the Council was in violation of Open Meeting Law every time there was a 
majority in attendance at any subcommittee meeting. She also asked what the difference was between a 
committee of the whole and just a well-attended subcommittee meeting.  
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Councilor Vacon explained that the difference would be participating and making a recommendation to 
the body if it was a committee of the whole. She added that when a non-committee member attends a 
subcommittee meeting, they could voice their opinions but would not be voting on making a 
recommendation. 

Councilor Givner questioned if it was still violating Open Meeting Law just by having 7 or more people in 
the same room discussing a matter.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith suggested either having Atty Bissonnette weigh in or sending the item back to 
committee.  

Councilor Greaney emphasized that subcommittee meetings get posted so there should be no violation of 
the Open Meeting Law as anyone can attend a meeting.  

Councilor Vacon noted that it was when there was a combining of committees.  

Councilor Greaney clarified he was saying when it wasn’t combining committees.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Charter and Rules Committee. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City Council Charter & 
Rules committee discuss the Council’s long history of interpretation relative to Section 22 of the Charter 
that a vote to pass the first and then a vote to pass the second reading are required before final passage 
may occur under the provisions of that Section.  That the Council also continue to follow our current 
procedure if and until the Council votes to change that procedure and understanding of Section 22 
through a lawful method to be determined up to and including a possible Charter Change. 
Section 22 of the Charter 
Sec. 22. - Power as to laying out, etc., of streets; damages; ordinances, etc., involving expenditures in 
excess of two hundred dollars. 
The city council shall, with the approval of the mayor, have exclusive authority and power to order the 
laying out, locating anew or discontinuing of all streets and ways and highways within the limits of the city, 
and to assess the damage sustained by any person thereby, and further, except as herein otherwise 
provided, to act in all matters relating to such laying out, locating anew, altering or discontinuing. Any 
person aggrieved by the assessment of his damages, or other action of the city council under this section, 
shall have all the rights and privileges now allowed by law in such cases in appeals from decisions of the 
selectmen of towns. Any ordinance, order, resolution or vote involving the appropriation or expenditure of 
money to an amount which may exceed two hundred dollars, shall require for its passage the affirmative 
votes of a majority of all the members of the city council. Every such ordinance, order, resolution or vote 
shall be read twice, with an interval of at least three days between the two readings, before being finally 
passed; and the vote at its final passage shall be taken by roll call; provided, however, that upon and after 
the written recommendation of the mayor the city council may pass such ordinance, order, resolution or 
vote on the same day by a two-thirds yea and nay vote. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Meg Magrath-Smith 
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Linda L. Vacon 
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that a companion order was sent to committee and acted upon after this 
was sent to committee, so they determined this was complied with.  

Councilor Vacon asked to confirm that this was in the new rules.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it was rule 8M.   
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS 

(1:46:05) 

President Murphy-Romboletti reminded everyone that items going to committee did not need to be 
debated.  

RIVERA, I. - Ordered that the ordinance for the Parking Advisory Committee be reviewed and updated 
based on discussion with PAC. See attached current ordinance language for reference.  
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee.  

Rivera, J- Ordered that the DPW install a Handicap Sign at 182 Lyman St. for Ricardo Qquendo 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Devine- ORDERED:  That this be added to the Zoning Ordinance that addresses NOISE VIOLATIONS: 
after the words: "At the point or points where such elements shall be most apparent" Noise, Vibration, 
Glare, Odors 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 53 through 56 as a 
package. 

Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the "COMPLETE STREETS GRANT – RACE STREET, $285,631.88, NO MATCH" and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and 
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

To the City Council: 
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I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Thursday, 
November 6, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Received, passed the first reading, and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the "MASS PRESERVATION PROJECT – CITY HALL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 
GRANT, $65,000, NO MATCH" and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate 
for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of 
said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Thursday, 
November 6, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Received, passed the first reading, and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the "EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
PARKLAND ACQUISITIONS AND RENOVATIONS FOR COMMUNITIES GRANT: SCOTT TOWER, 
$425,000, NO MATCH" and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the 
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said 
grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Thursday, 
November 6, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Received, passed the first reading, and referred to the Finance Committee. 
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Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the "MASSDOT CENTER CITY CONNECTOR 3 PROJECT GRANT, $5,341,978.91, NO 
MATCH" and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of 
the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Thursday, 
November 6, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Received, passed the first reading, and referred to the Finance Committee.  

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, NINE 
THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED THIRTY AND 34/100 Dollars ($9,830.34) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51103 FIRE CAPTAIN   $3,663.90 
12201-51104 FIRE LIEUTENANT     3,142.74 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTER     2,645.73 
TOTAL  $9,452.37 
TO:   
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY  $9,452.37 
PP#8 TOTAL  $9,452.37 

TOTAL  $5,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Thursday, 
November 6, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--
Absent  1 (Bartley). 

Jourdain- That the DPW please install instructional signs on side streets on Homestead road connecting 
to Brenan Street and Michigan Avenue to advise large Tractor Trailer trucks it is not safe to cut through 
this neighborhood.  These trucks cannot fit and are damaging residents property think they can take a 
shortcut through this neighborhood instead of going down to the Westfield Rd light.  DPW needs to install 

Page 36 of 120



28 
 

these signs asap please.  Friendly reminder that these are not truck exclusion signs needing state 
approval but informational signs for safety of residents and drivers.  

Jourdain requested this on behalf of the neighbors who had trucks going over their lawns and property. 
He added this was also to protect the truck drivers trying to traverse a narrow street. He expressed 
concern that someone would get hurt if this didn’t get fixed.  
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Jourdain, Vacon- Ordered, Treasurer please appear before the finance committee to explain how he is 
paying the city bills with no payments from the state & no cash transfer requests submitted to the city 
council.  That our Auditor share any information provided to her office re: any cash transfers to pay city 
payroll & bills. 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

Jourdain, Vacon- That the Human Resources Department post the appointed Treasurer position asap. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Human Resources, Ordinance Committee.  

Jourdain, Vacon- That the Mayor fund and DPW please install a new sidewalk on Homestead Avenue 
between Kane and Upland Roads, as well as, fix the sidewalk in front of 55 Kane Road where tree roots 
have uplifted the sidewalk. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Mayor, DPW. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

(1:55:40) 

MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered that proclamations be presented for the 2025 Veterans Day 
ceremony award winners. 
Veteran of the Year: Michael Washut  
Citizen of the Year:  Mrs. Lori McKenna 
Public Safety Award: Jay Parnell 
Business of the Year: Pics Pub 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take final action. 
--->  Received and Adopted.  

BARTLEY, MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI, J. RIVERA - Ordered that the DPW fix the pothole outside of 116 
West Street. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take final action. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:59 p.m. 
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     Mayor Joshua A. Garcia Victoria A. Houle  
  Assistant City Engineer 

 
  City of Holyoke Department of Public Works 

 
 

CITY HALL ANNEX, RM 300 20 KOREAN VETERANS PLAZA  HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040-5836 
PHONE: (413) 322-5605  FAX : (413) 322-5606  EMAIL: houlev@holyoke.org 

Birthplace of Volleyball 

 

November 14, 2025 
 
Holyoke City Council 
Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St, Room 10 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
 
Subject:  Agreement Number 132727 (110% Municipal Agreement) 

Resurfacing and Related Work on Cabot Street and Race Street  
(Center City Connector) (Cabot/Race St)   

Dear Councilors: 
 
The attached Agreement with MassDOT is related “Resurfacing and Related Work on Cabot Street and Race Street 
(City Center Connector) State Project #609065” Project” which has been identified for construction funding under 
the Commonwealth’s State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  This Project was approved under the STIP 
Program with the City responsible for the Design and Rights-of-Way phase activities being the financial and 
administrative responsibility of the City while the Construction Phase administered by the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation (MassDOT) utilizing federal funds passed through the Commonwealth.  Construction 
funding through the STIP Program is capped at 110% of the estimated construction value which is currently 
estimated as $4,856.344.47 resulting in a maximum funding value of $5,341,978.91.    
 
Since 2016, the City has invested approximately $1 million of Chapter 90 funds towards the Design and ROW 
acquisitions necessary for the project.  Holyoke Water Works has also invested money towards the design of water 
infrastructure improvements which will be constructed in conjunction with the project.  Additionally, Holyoke 
Water Works has also invested design monies to complete much needed water line upgrades within the project 
area and has also committed to providing an additional approximate $1.5 million for the construction of these 
improvements.  It should be noted that Holyoke Water Works has already signed a separate Agreement with 
MassDOT for water line work and the $1.5 million is not included in the costs subject to the provisions of the 
Agreement currently being presented for approval.    
 
MassDOT has recently advertised the project for construction and construction activities are expected to start in 
Spring 2026.   The proposed project consists of roadway improvements along Cabot Street from Race Street to just 
prior to the intersection of North and South Canal Streets and along Race Street from Appleton Street to Cabot 
Street.  Improvements along Cabot Street include traffic signal upgrades, geometric improvements to provide a 
consistent roadway cross section with street parking, addition of bike lanes and AAB/ADA compliant sidewalks and 
pedestrian curb ramps.  Improvements along Race Street include geometric improvements to provide a consistent 
roadway cross section with street parking, addition of a shared-use path along the canal, AAB/ADA compliant 
sidewalks and pedestrian curb ramps.  Work also includes enhanced pedestrian crossings throughout the project 
limits, new concrete sidewalks, drainage system improvements, water distribution system improvements, removal 
and resetting of granite curb, new granite curb, pavement markings, signs, landscaping and other incidental work. 
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The attached Agreement is required of the City to acknowledge the financial responsibility of any construction costs 
which may be considered non-participating or may exceed 110% of the current estimated construction value.  The 
Agreement also states that any design services required during construction, will also be the responsibility of the 
City.   
 
Funding in the amount of $54,000 has already been authorized by Chapter 90 under the City’s existing Design 
Agreement with VHB.  A separate funding request has been submitted to Chapter 90 to reserve funds in the 
amount of $100,000 for potential costs which exceed 110% of the estimated construction value.  In the event 
construction costs are anticipated to exceed the 110% the City will have the option to either use these Chapter 90 
funds, request additional Chapter 90 funds, and/or identify and allocate a separate funding source.  At the end of 
the project any Chapter 90 funding not used will be returned to the City’s total Chapter 90 funding balance. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions.    
 
Regards, 
 
 
 
Victoria Houle, Assistant City Engineer 

c: Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, Administrative Assistant to the City Council 
Mayor Joshua Garcia  
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Attorney General 

One Ashburton Place  
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

OPEN MEETING LAW COMPLAINT FORM 

Instructions for completing the Open Meeting Law Complaint Form 

The Attorney General's Division of Open Government interprets and enforces the Open Meeting Law, Chapter 30A of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, Sections 18-25. Below is the procedure for filing and responding to an Open Meeting Law 
complaint. 

Instructions for filing a complaint: 
o Fill out the attached two-page form completely. Sign and date the second page. File the complaint with the public

body within 30 days of the alleged violation. If the violation was not reasonably discoverable at the time it
occurred, you must file the complaint within 30 days of the date the violation was reasonably discoverable. A
violation that occurs during an open session of a meeting is reasonably discoverable on the date of the meeting.

o To file the complaint:
o For a local or municipal public body, you must submit a copy of the complaint to the chair of the

public body AND to the municipal clerk.
o For all other public bodies, you must submit a copy of the complaint to the chair of the public body.
o Complaints may be filed by mail, by email, or by hand. Please retain a copy for your records.

o If the public body does not respond within 14 business days and does not request an extension to respond,
contact the Division for further assistance.

Instructions for a public body that receives a complaint: 
o The chair must disseminate the complaint to the members of the public body.
o The public body must meet to review the complaint within 14 business days (usually 20-22 calendar days).
o After review, but within 14 business days, the public body must respond to the complaint in writing and must

send the complainant a response and a description of any action the public body has taken to address the
allegations in the complaint. At the same time, the body must send the Attorney General a copy of the complaint
and a copy of the response. The public body may delegate this responsibility to an individual member of the
public body, its counsel, or a staff member, but only after the public body has met to review the complaint.

o If a public body requires more time to review the complaint and respond, it may request an extension of time for
good cause by contacting the Division of Open Government.

Once the public body has responded to the complaint: 
o If you are not satisfied with the public body's response to your complaint, you may file a copy of the

complaint with the Division by mail, by email, or by hand, but only once you have waited for 30 days after filing
the complaint with the public body. Mail may be sent to: The Division of Open Government, Office of the
Attorney General, One Ashburton Place - 20th Floor, Boston, MA 02108. Emails may be sent to:
openmeeting@state.ma.us.

o When you file your complaint with the Division, please include the complaint form and all documentation
relevant to the alleged violation. You may wish to attach a cover letter explaining why the public body's
response does not adequately address your complaint.

o The Division will not review complaints filed with us more than 90 days after the violation, unless we granted an
extension to the public body or you can demonstrate good cause for the delay.

If you have questions concerning the Open Meeting Law complaint process, we encourage you to contact the Division of 
Open Government by phone at (617) 963-2540 or by email at openmeeting@state.ma.us. 
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OPEN MEETING LAW COMPLAINT FORM 
Office of the Attorney General 

One Ashburton Place 
Boston, MA 02108

Your Contact Information:

Are you filing the complaint in your capacity as an individual, representative of an organization, or media?

Public Body that is the subject of this complaint:

Please note that all fields are required unless otherwise noted. 

First Name: Last Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

Phone Number: Ext.

Email:

Organization or Media Affiliation (if any):

Date of alleged violation:

Specific person(s), if any, you allege 
committed the violation:

Name of Public Body (including city/
town, county or region, if applicable):

City/Town County Regional/District State

Page 1

Individual MediaOrganization

(For statistical purposes only)
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What action do you want the public body to take in response to your complaint?

Description of alleged violation:

Describe the alleged violation that this complaint is about. If you believe the alleged violation was intentional, please say so and include 
the reasons supporting your belief.

Note: This text field has a maximum of 3000 characters. 

I. Disclosure of Your Complaint. 

Public Record. Under most circumstances, your complaint, and any documents submitted with your complaint, is considered a public record 
and will be available to any member of the public upon request. 

Publication to Website. As part of the Open Data Initiative, the AGO will publish to its website certain information regarding your complaint, 
including your name and the name of the public body.  The AGO will not publish your contact information.  

II. Consulting With a Private Attorney. 
The AGO cannot give you legal advice and is not able to be your private attorney, but represents the public interest.  If you have any questions 
concerning your individual legal rights or responsibilities you should contact a private attorney. 

III. Submit Your Complaint to the Public Body. 

The complaint must be filed first with the public body.  If you have any questions, please contact the Division of Open Government by calling 
(617) 963-2540 or by email to openmeeting@state.ma.us. 

By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understood the provisions above and certify that the information I have provided is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Signed: ___________________________________________  Date:____________________________

Review, sign, and submit your complaint

Note: This text field has a maximum of 500 characters. 

For Use By Public Body 
Date Received by Public Body:

For Use By AGO 
Date Received by AGO:

Page 2
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          Mayor Joshua Garcia            Office of Planning & Development 
 

 City of Holyoke        Planning Department 

 

 
 

20 KOREAN VETERANS PLAZA, SUITE 406 • HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040-5000 

PHONE: (413) 322-5575 • FAX: (413) 322-5576 • E-MAIL: planning@holyoke.org 
Birthplace of Volleyball 

 

 

 

November 10, 2025 

 

 

Holyoke Planning Board 

Holyoke Planning Department 

20 Korean Veterans Plaza 

Holyoke, MA 01040 

 

RE: Section 7.8.5 Special Permit~ Wireless Telecommunications Facility- Antenna, 0 Chmura Drive (145-00-093) 

 

The Planning Department staff has had the opportunity to review plans dated August 5, 2025, and received on October 30, 

2025, submitted by Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless by its representative, Crown Castle, for a Special Permit for 

an addition to a Wireless Telecommunications Facility- Antenna, Section 7.8.5, to be located at 0 Chmura Drive (145-00-

093). 

 

As stated by the applicant, “The Project will consist of the collocation of Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless 

equipment by adding 12 antennas, mount, ancillary equipment at the 156-foot centerline of the 187.11-foot existing 

telecommunications tower. Ground equipment to include a 4x10 generator pad for 50kW diesel generator, a 12x13 

concrete pad for equipment cabinets and ancillary ground equipment. No proposed change to tower height or compound 

size. All work contained within leased area.” 

 

The antenna modification is submitted as an Eligible Facilities Request (EFR) under Section 6409(a) of the Middle Class 

Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012, which requires state and local governments to approve modifications to existing 

wireless towers or base stations, provided the changes do not substantially alter the structure’s physical dimensions. 

Planning Staff has the following comments in regards to the application: 

 

1.) Has the proposed site been formerly reviewed by the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP)? 

 

2.) Section 7.8.5.1 Site Plans and Engineering Plans (a)- The scale of the plans are required to be one inch equals forty 

feet or one inch equals 200 feet where appropriate. The applicant is requesting a waiver pursuant to Section 7.8.5.1(a), 

from the provision of the required scale in lieu of the ones provided on the plans. 

*There is no waiver provision for Section 7.8.5.1-Site Plans and Engineering Plans and will be further discussed during 

the Planning Board hearing, November 18, 2025. 

 

3.) Section 7.8.5.1 Site Plans and Engineering Plans (b) Supporting Plans- The applicant states that supporting plans 

for attaching the device were provided within the application submittal materials. 

 

4.) Section 7.8.5.1 Site Plans and Engineering Plans (c) Building Plans- The applicant states that no accessory structures 

are being proposed, and that ground equipment is already located within the existing compound. The plans dated August 5, 

2025 illustrate new equipment. Will be discussed during the Planning Board hearing, November 18, 2025. 

 

5.) Section 7.8.5.1 Site Plans and Engineering Plans (d) Layout/Details- Layout and details of surfacing for access roads 

and parking have not been provided as there is no alteration from the existing conditions. 

 

6.) Section 7.8.5.2 ‘Propagation’ Maps- Pursuant to Section 6409 federal regulations, the applicant is not providing a map 

showing the areas covered by the proposed antennas of two (2) different signal strengths and the interface with adjacent 

service areas, through the submission of certified radio plots. The applicant states that this information is not believed to be 

reasonably related to the City’s scope of determining whether the application is qualifying as an EFR. Will be further 

discussed during the Planning Board hearing, November 18, 2025. 
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7.) Section 7.8.5.3 Narrative Report (b, c) - Pursuant to Section 6409 federal regulations, the applicant is not providing a 

description of the projected future needs of the carrier, or how the proposed facility fits with future projections. The 

applicant states that this information is not believed to be reasonably related to the City’s scope of determining whether the 

application is qualifying as an EFR. Will be further discussed during the Planning Board hearing, November 18, 2025. 

 

8.) Section 7.8.5.4 Permits- List of all other necessary permits needed for construction and operation- A building permit 

will be required. 

 

9.) Section 7.8.5.5 Reduction in Setbacks- Not applicable as it is an existing telecommunications facility. 

 

10.) What form of surety is the Applicant prepared to offer to the Planning Board (Section 7.8.10-Removal)? 

 

11.) Will the addition of the 12 antennas to the existing telecommunications facility increase the lease agreement at this 

location? 

 

 

If you have any questions, or require further information, please contact me at your convenience. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 Parker O'Brien, Planner 1 

 

cc: Leslie Ward, Building Department 

Chief Kadlewicz, Fire Department 

 Timothy Rivers, Board of Health 

 Brenna Murphy Leary, City Clerk 
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	 LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS

	First Name: Linda
	Last Name: Vacon
	Address: 7 Pheasant Drive
	City: Holyoke
	State: MA
	Zip Code: 01040
	Phone Number: 413-210-6077
	Email: lindavac@aol.com
	Organization or Media Affiliation if any: Holyoke City Council
	Individual: On
	Organization: Off
	Media: Off
	CityTown: On
	County: Off
	RegionalDistrict: Off
	State_2: Off
	town county or region if applicable: Holyoke City Council
	Date of alleged violation: 10/10/25
	Note This text field has a maximum of 3000 characters: On October 7th a City Council meeting was held.  After the meeting had been adjourned at 10:20pm pursuant to city council rule, the city council continued to deliberate and take purported final action on the the approval of an order for a $137,000 transfer (item 41) on the agenda. This was a violation of the open meeting law because deliberation & votes took place after the meeting was adjourned.  On October 9, 2025,  I raised the issue in writing that the financial transfer of $137,000 had not been passed.  I did not receive a reply from our law department.  The Mayor replied on 10/10/25 that he had signed the order & the solicitors office had already ruled on the order.  The city council approved my order copied below on 10/18/25 as I was attempting to clarify and resolve the voting issue.  The Mayor vetoed this order so no written legal opinion was provided as required in our ordinances.  The city council approved an override of the Mayor's veto on 11/6/25, but the transfer has occurred and the money has already been spent. 

﻿﻿ORDER: that the city solicitor provide a written legal opinion re: the ruling of the solicitors office (see email from Mayor Garcia below) on the validity of the approval of order for the $137,000 transfer (item 41) on the agenda of the 10/7/25 City Council meeting.  Earlier in the meeting, the item had been voted to be referred to Finance Committee. At the end of the meeting, first a vote to reconsider was required to be approved,  then a vote to pass the second reading to allow the item to pass, but it appears from my review of the audio tape that only a motion to reconsider was considered and approved.  It appears no Motion to pass the second reading as required by the Charter was ever stated and no vote followed the reconsideration vote.  I did not vote to approve a transfer as stated in my email to our City Clerk, Admin Assist & forwarded to Attny Bissonnette on October 9, 2025. Also, City Solicitor, please provide a written opinion on the fact that based on the two voted time extensions of ten minutes each,  that the vote to reconsider itself occurred a full ten minutes after the meeting had been automatically adjourned by operation of council rules.  If the last minute vote occurred after adjournment then is the item still in the Finance Committee based on the valid vote from earlier in the meeting?    

See below video link:


https://www.lindavacon.org/CCmeeting100725.htm
	Note This text field has a maximum of 500 characters: The improper transfer of $137,000 should be revoked as it was not properly passed and the debate and vote to reconsider took place after the meeting was adjourned according to city council rules as no motion or vote to extend the meeting beyond 10:20 occurred The transfer order was properly voted earlier in the meeting to be sent back to Finance Committee on 10/7/25.  It should be considered there and then sent to the city council for a vote.
	Signed: Linda Vacon
	Date: 11/7/25
	Specific person(s), if any, you allege committed the violation: Mayor J. Garcia & Assistant Solicitor M. Bissonnette
	Phone Extension: 


