
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
OCTOBER 7, 2025 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

1. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, 
minutes of February 18, 2025 meeting. 

2. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the following 
Charter Change be adopted: 
Charter Sec. 39. - City solicitor. 
AMEND 
FROM: 
The city solicitor shall perform those all legal services in which the city is interested and 
attend to all proceedings at law or in equity to which the city is a party, and to all claims 
made to the city council. For these purposes he shall have sole charge of all such 
matters and proceedings. He shall give in writing his legal opinion upon any of the 
municipal affairs of the city, upon the request of the mayor or city council, and in 
addition shall give his opinion upon the law relating to municipal affairs in any 
department, upon request made by the head of such department. 
TO: 
The city solicitor shall perform those legal services in the city as the city council shall 
establish by ordinance. He or she shall give in writing their legal opinion upon any of the 
municipal affairs of the city, upon the request of the mayor or city council, and in 
addition shall give his or her opinion upon the law relating to municipal affairs in any 
department, upon request made by the head of such department. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

3. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That Charter 
Sections 19 and 34 be amended and elsewhere as appropriate to allow for all 
appointments to the Fire Commission and DPW Commission to be appointed by the 
Mayor subject to confirmation by the City Council. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

4. -- The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 13 of 
the Holyoke Charter - Rules of city council; president pro tempore; method of sitting; journal; 
roll-call votes; quorum; general powers; no compensation. - be amended using the attached 
language. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

5. -- The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 14 of 
the Holyoke Charter - Transactions by council or members in behalf of city prohibited, except 
in case of veterans' aid - be amended using the attached language. 
Recommended that the order be referred to the full Council without recommendation. 
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6. -- The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 22 of 
the Holyoke Charter - Power as to laying out, etc., of streets; damages; ordinances, etc., 
involving expenditures in excess of two hundred dollars.- be amended using the attached 
language 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

7. -- The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 24 of 
the Holyoke Charter -Presentation of ordinances, orders, etc., to mayor; approval; veto; 
passage over veto  - be amended using the attached language 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

8. -- The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That section 41 
of the Holyoke Charter be deleted. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

9. -- The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 49 of 
the Holyoke Charter - Transfers of appropriations; authorization of expenditures without 
appropriation; approval of bills, pay rolls and vouchers; fiscal year. - be amended using the 
attached language. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

10. -- The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 53 of 
the Holyoke Charter -Loans, bonds and notes. - be amended using the attached language. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

11. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City of 
Holyoke shall create an Administrative and Finance Department. Said acceptance shall 
be subject to implementation by city ordinance and any necessary amendments to the 
City Charter. This order shall be referred concurrently to Charter and Rules and 
Ordinance to be considered jointly, with recommendations regarding implementation to 
be reported back to the City Council jointly. See attached: Municipal Modernization Act 
of 2025. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

12. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that City Council 
adopt the attached Substitute Municipal Modernization Ordinance 
Recommended that the order be received. 

13. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order With community 
support, order that the following section of our Codes of Ordinances and charter be 
updated to reflect use of email as sufficient for special meeting notice: 
 Sec. 12. – Special meetings of city council. 
 The mayor may at any time call a special meeting of the city council by public posting 
through the city website along with written notifications thereof, together with a 
statement of the subjects to be considered thereat, to be deposited in the post office, 
postpaid and addressed to the persons to be notified, at least forty-eight hours before 
the time appointed for such meeting, or to be left at the usual place of residence of each 
member of the council, by email at least forty-eight hours before the time appointed for 
such meeting. 
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 (Acts 1965, c. 187; Acts 1992, c. 189) 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

14. -- The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order Charter 
changes related to Municipal Modernization Package be adopted. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

15. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that Rule 8M 
please be amended as follows: 
Current: 
M. Any ordinance, order, resolution, or vote involving the appropriation or expenditure of 
money to an amount which may exceed two hundred dollars, shall require for its 
passage the affirmative votes of a majority of all members of the City Council. 
Every such ordinance, order, resolution, or vote shall be read twice, with an interval of 
at least three days between the two readings, before being finally passed; and the vote 
at its final passage shall be taken by roll call; provided, however, that upon and after the 
written recommendation of the Mayor, the City Council may pass such ordinance, order, 
resolution, or vote on the same day by a two-thirds yea and nay vote. {See City Charter 
s. 22} 
New: 
M. Any ordinance, order, resolution, or vote involving the appropriation or expenditure of 
money to an amount which may exceed two hundred dollars shall be considered as 
adopted by final action of the City Council only after passing the following two votes: (1) 
Motion to pass the first reading by a majority of all the members of the City Council, and 
(2) Motion to pass the second reading by a majority of all the members of the City 
Council on a roll call vote. Notwithstanding the preceding, if the Motion to pass the first 
reading and the Motion to pass the second reading occur within three days of each 
other then the Motion to pass the second reading shall require a two thirds majority of 
all the members of the City Council to be adopted. [Reference: City Charter Section 22, 
and MG.L. c. 44 § 1] 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

REGULAR AND PENDING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 

16. -- June 11, 2024, September 4, 2024, and April 15, 2025 Executive Session Minutes - 
Reviewed and ready for partial release as of September 17, 2025 

17. -- December 9, 2024 Finance Committee Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and 
withheld in entirety as of September 17, 2025 

18. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-
Burgos- September 17, 2025 meeting minutes 

COMMUNICATIONS 

19. From Mayor Joshua Garcia-communication regarding letters from DLS 

20. From Mayor Joshua Garcia-letter from Division of Local Services 
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21. From Mayor Joshua Garcia- letter from Division of Local Serivces City of Holyoke - 
Notice of Actions Necessary for Conformity 

22. From Deb Brunelle, Chief Assessor, request to appoint Grant Schlosstein to Board of 
Assessors 

23. Resolution supporting local control of municipal utilities and local efforts to achieve 
Massachusetts low carbon emissions goals.  

24. From City of Holyoke Health Benefit Meeting Minutes of September 8, 2025 

25. From HEDIC-Meeting Minutes from Feb 27, April 24, June 26, and July 31, 2025 

26. From Board of Fire Commissioner-Meeting Minutes from August 20, 2025 

27. Notice of Community Outreach Meeting-Cannabis Courier and Manufacturer 

PETITIONS 

28. Petition from Residents of Ward 1- concerns regarding crosswalk at Chestnut and 
Lymans Streets 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

29. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that City Council adopt 
the attached Substitute Municipal Modernization Ordinance 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

30. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Council approve 
the changes to Holyoke Code of Ordinances Chapter 86 Schedule IV: Stop Streets 
associated implementation of stop control on local side streets intersection Homestead 
Ave between Westfield Rd and Cherry St as detailed in the memorandum prepared by 
the Assistant City Engineer, dated July 29, 2025. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

31. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Council approve 
the changes to Holyoke Code of Ordinances Chapter 86 Schedule IV: Stop Streets 
associated with implementation of all-way stop control at the following locations as 
detailed in the memorandum of changes associated with the MassDOT All-Way Stop 
Control (ASWC) Program prepared by the Assistant City Engineer, dated July 29, 2025: 

• Appleton Street at Elm Street 
• Cabot Street at Nick Cosmos Way 
• Dwight Street at Pine Street 
• Sargeant Street at Commercial Street 
• Sargeant Street at Elm Street 
• Sargeant Street at Sycamore Street 
• West Franklin Street at Linden Street 

Page 4 of 177



Recommended that the order be adopted. 

32. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the various traffic 
schedules contained in Holyoke Code of Ordinances Chapter 86 Article IX be updated 
as detailed in the memorandum of changes required by the upcoming City Center 
Connector Project prepared by the Assistant City Engineer, dated July 29, 2025. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

33. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the position of Chief 
Administrative and Financial Officer be created and added to Schedule A 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

34. -- The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City Council 
adopt the attached draft ordinance establishing the role of Parliamentarian of the City 
Council. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

35. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the position of 
combined Treasurer/Tax Collector is created by ordinance and added to Schedule A 
Grade 14 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

36. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that a Handicap sign be 
placed 50 North Bridge St. for  Nelson Vega 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

37. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order The DPW install a 
handicap sign for Yolanda Gonzalez at 50 Arthur St. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

38. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the DPW remove the 
handicap sign at 71 Waldo St.  The sign is no longer needed. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

39. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a Petition from Rev Randell Bessette 
of 1810 Northampton St. for a Second Hand License. 
Recommended that the petition be granted for the hours of Saturday 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

40. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"MASS DOT LOCAL BOTTLENECK REDUCTION PROGRAM, $390,149.30, NO 
MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate 
for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the 
administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
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council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

41. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, ONE HUNDRED THIRTY SEVEN 
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($137,500) as follows: 
FROM 
11211-51104 CAFO    $137,500 
  TOTAL $137,500 
TO:   
11212-53009 MAYOR’S CONTRACTED 
SERVICES 

 $137,500 

 TOTAL $137,500 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

42. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a 
Petition from Francisco Grabiel Velez Vega of 214 Elm St. for a Street Vendor License 
Awaiting disposition 

43. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a 
Special permit application for home occupation of Kristin Fontaine for a cottage kitchen 
to bake bread at 1 Meadow Street (081-00-012) per sec 4.8.2. 
Conditions previously added: 
1. That the hours of operation would be Saturday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
2. That the applicant will provide their business certificate and their permit from the 
Board of health. 
Awaiting disposition 

44. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order to declare 569 South Bridge Street, Holyoke, MA (Holyoke Assessors Map 029, 
Block 08, Parcel 006) as surplus property. The City has been approached by an 
interested buyer looking to purchase the property. The property is vacant land and 
currently assessed at $38,700.00. 
Awaiting disposition 

45. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order to declare Holyoke Assessors Map 029, Block 08, Parcel 007, South Bridge 
Street, Holyoke, MA as surplus property. The City has been approached by an 
interested buyer looking to purchase the property. The property is vacant land and 
currently assessed at $22,800.00. 
Awaiting disposition 

46. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred 
an that the following Resolution of the City Council be adopted and a copy be 
transmitted to the Department of Homeland Security and our federal delegation and the 
White House.  It shall also be used by all departments of the city with their applications 
for federal funds and grants when necessary:1.      Holyoke is not a sanctuary city. 
2.      Mayor Joshua Garcia has publicly declared that Holyoke is not a sanctuary city. 
3.      The City Council hereby declares Holyoke is not a sanctuary city. 
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4.      Holyoke adopted Ordinance 2-68 “No elected official, department head or other 
city employee shall issue any order that shall knowingly violate any law or regulation of 
the federal, state or local government or the Constitution of the United States, the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the Charter of the City of 
Holyoke, or any lawful order of a court of competent jurisdiction. No such order given 
shall be valid or shall be enforced by the City of Holyoke or its departments.” 
5.      To the extent, Holyoke has been deemed a sanctuary city by the federal 
government for failing to comply with any federal law or regulation, the Department of 
Homeland Security should notify the Holyoke City Council and Mayor of its specific 
violation and what steps are needed to remedy.   
6.      The City of Holyoke and all of its employees and agents hereby agree to fully 
comply with all federal laws and regulations. To the extent the city, its employees or 
agents have or are violating any federal law or regulation, they shall immediately cease 
and fully comply. 
7.      The City of Holyoke requests removal from any identification of our city as a 
sanctuary city by any federal department or agency. 
Awaiting disposition 

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

47. Murphy-Romboletti- Ordered that the City of Holyoke opt in to in-person early voting, 
per request from the City Clerk.  If passed by the City Council, in-person early voting will 
take place October 27-31, 2025 during the hours of 8:30am-4:30pm in the City Clerk's 
Office.   

48. MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - Ordered that the City approve of a sidewalk easement for 
Holyoke Gas & Electric adjacent to parcel 030-06-014 (150 Race Street) for the 
purposes of installation of electrical conduit. 

49. Rivera, I-Order: That the Special Education Department within the School Department 
be invited to a joint meeting of the School Committee and City Council to provide an 
update on measures taken to mitigate turnover of specialized special education staff. 
Families have raised concerns regarding the constant turnover and its impact on 
children receiving special education services 

50. Rivera, I-Order: That the Department of Public Works (DPW) place a sign at the 
intersection of Center Street and East Dwight Street informing drivers that autistic 
children reside in the neighborhood. Request submitted on behalf of a constituent. 

51. Rivera, I-Order: That the Parks and Recreation Director appear before the Public Safety 
Committee to discuss the potential upgrade of Pina Park located in Ward 1. 

52. Rivera, J-Ordered that a handicap sign be placed outside of 167 Elm St. for Zoila Diaz, 
handicap placard number PL000058. 

53. Rivera, J.- ORDERED: That the City Clerk be invited to appear before the City Council 
to provide a detailed overview of campaign rules and regulations, including 
requirements and procedures related to election days, so that councilors and the public 
have clear, up-to-date information. 
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54. Rivera, J.- ORDERED: That the Department of Public Works, in coordination with the 
Department of Public Safety and the Traffic Commission, take the following actions to 
improve pedestrian safety: 
 
1. Crosswalk Installation – Paint and maintain a clearly marked crosswalk in front of 598 
Dwight Street to provide a safe crossing for elderly residents and other pedestrians 
accessing the nearby park. 
 
2. “No Turn on Red” Signage – Install appropriate “No Turn on Red” signage at the 
corner of Dwight Street and Maple Street, where drivers frequently fail to stop, creating 
a hazard for pedestrians. 
 
3. Pedestrian Signal Timing – Evaluate and adjust the pedestrian crossing signal at the 
Dwight and Maple Street intersection to include a sufficient countdown timer, ensuring 
that elderly pedestrians and others have adequate time to cross safely. 

55. Vacon- ORDER:  Place a permanent speed feedback sign on a pole on Southampton 
Road (near Fir Lane).  

56. Vacon- ORDER:  Please add "No engine brake sign st the bottom of the hill on 
Southampton Rd approaching Fir.  Trucks are using engine brakes at the bottom of the 
hill to the stop sign. 

57. Vacon- ORDER:  Request  our state delegation submit a bill similar to Senate Bill To 
Protect Floridians from Geoengineering and Weather Modification SB 56 by Senator 
Ileana Garcia prohibits chemical releases into the air, promotes public health. 

58. Vacon- ORDER:  Review & amend the sign ordinance as needed to reduce the 
increased posting of a variety of signs on public property and other changes that may 
be offered.  Send to Ordinance Committee. 

59. Bartley-The city remove tree stump in city owener tree belt proximate to 75 Elmwood 
Ave. 

60. Bartley, Greaney, Ocasio- The city of Holyoke adopts M.G.L. chapter 40, §22A ¾ which 
grants authority to municipalities to designate a parking space at City Hall for 
Veterans.  Refer to Chater & Rules and/or Ordinance.  Copy to Law Dept.  Copy to 
Parking Advisory Committee. 

61. Bartley-If the local option is adopted, the City of Holyoke create by ordinance a 
designated parking place for Veterans at City Hall to be used in compliance with chapter 
40, §22A ¾.   Refer to Ordinance.  Copy to Parking Advisory Committee. 

62. Bartley- The city of Holyoke apply to the legislature for a Home Rule petition that allows 
the city to expand the use of M.G.L. chapter 40, §22A ¾ which grants authority to 
municipalities to designate a parking space at City Hall for Veterans.   If the petition is 
granted, the city could create a local ordinance that would designate parking for 
veterans at municipal buildings other than City Hall.  Refer to Charter & Rules.  Copy to 
Parking Advisory Committee. 
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63. Bartley-The crosswalk and pedestrian signal on Homestead Ave at HCC's main gate 
remains in limbo. It's now going on 8 years since original orders were filed. Some 
progress was nade under the tenure of Mike McManus but very little since. Order the 
City Engineer, HFD Alarm Division and DPW provide an update to City Council on when 
this dangerous situation will be corrected.  Please respond with a communication in 30 
days. Refer to Ordinance. 

64. Bartley, Jourdain, Vacon, Greaney-- The city council go on record to support HG&E's 
resolution to the Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs.  Receive and 
Adopt.  Refer to state delegation, Gov. Healy, Secy. Tepper. See resolution attached as 
Communication. 

65. Bartley -HPD enforce compliance with Stop sign at intersection of Lawler and Martin 
Streets.  Several complaints were recently received.  

66. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, TWELVE THOUSAND NINETY EIGHT AND 10/100 Dollars ($12,098.10) as 
follows: 
FROM 
12201-51103 FIRE CAPTAIN   $ 3,663.90 
12201-51104 FIRE LIEUTENANT      3,142.74 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTER      5,291.46 
      
  TOTAL  $12,098.10 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $12,098.10 
 PP #6 TOTAL  $12,098.10 

67. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, NINE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED THIRTY AND 34/100 Dollars 
($9,830.34) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51103 FIRE CAPTAIN   $ 3,663.90 
12201-51104 FIRE LIEUTENANT      3,142.74 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTER      3,023.69 
      
  TOTAL  $9,830.34 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $9,830.34 
PP#7 TOTAL  $9,830.34 

68. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DONATION OF $73,615 (SEVENTY THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FIFTEEN 
AND 00/100 DOLLARS)” and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method 
appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 
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associated with the administration of said donation.   This revenue will be used towards 
funding to support the All-Way Stop initiative for the seven intersections listed below:  

• Dwight St at Pine St 
• Sargeant St at Commercial St 
• Sargeant St at Elm St 
• W Franklin St at Linden St 
• Sargeant St at Sycamore St 
• Appleton St at Elm St 
• Cabot Street at Nick Cosmos Way/Commercial St 

69. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2026, NINE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($900.00) as follows: 
FROM 
14212-52504 PROPERTY- R&M PELLISSIER BLDG    $900.00 
  TOTAL $900.00 
TO:   
14212-53009 DPW ADMIN CONTRACTED 
SERVICES 

 $900.00 

 TOTAL $900.00 

70. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "Holyoke Economic Development Industrial 
Corporation $30,000 (THIRTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 DOLLARS) donation” and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting 
of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of 
said donation.  This revenue will be used towards funding to support a contracted 
Brownfield Consultant.   The City intends to provide matching funding through general 
fund contracted services appropriations for a total of $60,000 together for this service.     

71. Jourdain, Vacon - Request that City Council adopt the following Resolution. 
Resolution on Civility 
Holyoke is a diverse community of caring and thoughtful people.  We are also a 
community that is passionate about its politics.  Politics and democracy can be 
challenging for everyone involved and that is healthy.  However, the public is served 
best when we as a city have a civil and thoughtful discourse on the different policies and 
candidates we as a city need to choose from.  There is no place for hate speech and 
extremist language and rhetoric.  We can and should challenge different views without 
demonizing anyone we disagree with.  It is critical to the city’s future unity that after 
each election we are able to come together as neighbors and citizens to focus on what 
we have in common over what is different about us.  While there are different visions for 
Holyoke’s future that are decided in each election, we are still all Holyokers who all want 
what is best for our city.  Let’s all commit to these principles and together we as a City 
Council encourage everyone in city leadership, candidates and the public generally to 
commit to them too and speak up for these principles whenever needed. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
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Addendum: 
Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 
beginning of the next regular meeting. 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 
discussed at the meeting.   

Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 

 
   

   
 City Clerk 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

September 17, 2025 

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:07 p.m. 

The Clerk called the roll.  Absent Members: 2 (Devine, J. Rivera) Present Members in person: 10 (Bartley, 
Givner, Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, Sullivan, Vacon). 
Present Members on Zoom: 1 (Anderson-Burgos) 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The name of Councilor I. Rivera was pulled to head the roll call voting. 

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be 
applicable to all motions to refer items to committee, remove items from the table, place items on the 
table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules unless there is an objection.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

(2:20) 

Claire, Holyoke, stated that she would refrain from giving more personal private information as it was her 
right protected under the 4th Amendment, which provided the right of people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches seizures. She added that Katz v. 
United States provided case law supporting private citizens had a reasonable expectation of privacy 
whether or not there was physical trespass. She also stated that Part 3, Title 1, Chapter 214, Section B of 
Massachusetts General Laws said that people had a right against unreasonable substantial or serious 
interference with privacy. She emphasized that oaths taken by officials held them to the Constitution and 
Massachusetts General Laws, and that they had to obey lawful orders of superior officers. She then 
stated that a member of the body recently broke those protections, and she stated that she would not 
back down from holding that person accountable. She then questioned making sweeping changes to the 
charter without a public process and suggested adding one more if that was going to happen.  

Councilor Bartley stated that 3 members of the public in the audience had items before the Council and 
asked if those items could be taken up out of order.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 50 through 52 out of 
order as a package.  

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City appropriate the amount of Eight 
Million Six Hundred Ninety One Thousand Four Hundred and Five ($8,691,405) Dollars for the purpose of 
paying costs of a replacement of the Kelly Elementary School Roof, located at 216 West St, Holyoke, MA 
01040. This replacement consists of the removal of existing EPDM roof and installing 68,000 SF of PVC 
membrane during the summer of 2026, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto (the 
“Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve 
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an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, and for which the City 
may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be 
expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. 
To meet this appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said 
amount under M.G.L. Chapter 44 or pursuant to any other enabling authority. The City acknowledges that 
the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by 
the MSBA, and any project costs the City incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from 
the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City; provided that any grant that the City may receive 
from the MSBA for the Project shall not exceed the lesser of (1) eighty percent (80%) of eligible, approved 
project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or (2) the total maximum grant amount determined by the 
MSBA; and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant 
amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City and the 
MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 
44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 
and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without 
prior vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City appropriate the amount of Four 
Million Four Hundred Ninety Eight Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-Seven ($4,498,497) Dollars for the 
purpose of paying costs of a replacement of the Lt. Elmer J. McMahon Elementary School Roof, located 
at 75 Kane Rd, Holyoke, MA 01040. This replacement consists of the removal of existing EPDM roof and 
installing 35,000 SF of PVC membrane during the summer of 2026, including the payment of all costs 
incidental or related thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the 
useful life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required 
educational program, and for which the City may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. 
To meet this appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said 
amount under M.G.L. Chapter 44 or pursuant to any other enabling authority. The City acknowledges that 
the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by 
the MSBA, and any project costs the City incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from 
the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City; provided that any grant that the City may receive 
from the MSBA for the Project shall not exceed the lesser of (1) eighty percent (80%) of eligible, approved 
project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or (2) the total maximum grant amount determined by the 
MSBA; and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant 
amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City and the 
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MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 
44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 
and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without 
prior vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City appropriate the amount of 
Twelve Million Nine Hundred Forty-Five Thousand Six Hundred Ninety-Seven Dollars ($12,945,697) for 
the purpose of paying costs of a replacement of the Holyoke High School Roof, located at 500 Beech St, 
Holyoke, MA 01040. This replacement consists of the removal of existing EPDM roof and installing 
168,000 SF of PVC membrane during the summer of 2026, including the payment of all costs incidental 
or related thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of 
the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational 
program, and for which the City may be eligible for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. 
To meet this appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor, is authorized to borrow said 
amount under M.G.L. Chapter 44 or pursuant to any other enabling authority. The City acknowledges that 
the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by 
the MSBA, and any project costs the City incurs in excess of any grant approved by and received from 
the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City; provided that any grant that the City may receive 
from the MSBA for the Project shall not exceed the lesser of (1) eighty percent (80%) of eligible, approved 
project costs, as determined by the MSBA, or (2) the total maximum grant amount determined by the 
MSBA; and that the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant 
amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City and the 
MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 
44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 
and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without 
prior vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
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Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Jourdain stated that Mr. Sheedy presented on the replacement of roofs for 3 of the schools. He 
then explained that the improvements at Kelly School would replace the roof, as well as provide ADA 
improvements. He also stated that the city had a good shot at getting 80% reimbursement from the state. 
He added that the schools were in the poor condition category. He also stated that the roof at McMahon 
was in desperate need of repair. He further stated that the rooftop at Holyoke High School had some 
improvements in 2012 during a previous renovation, but this would provide improvements to the entire 
roof. He then stated things were going well with costs, with things coming in under budget at Peck, and 
there was a hope that a competitive process would lead to costs coming in lower for these projects. He 
added that these projects should put the roofs in good shape for another 20-25 years.  

Councilor Givner was encouraged to hear about the ADA improvements. She noted that while Holyoke 
High did not qualify for reimbursed ADA improvements, Kelly and McMahon were approved for 80% 
reimbursement.  

Councilor Bartley asked if these would commence during the summer of 2026. He also asked if there was 
discussion of the city’s bond capacity. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that they didn’t have an update from bond counsel, but he did not expect these 
would have been able to be brought forward by the Mayor and Treasurer without the city having the 
capacity.  

Councilor Givner confirmed the projects would take place in the summer of 2026.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

Councilor Sullivan raised a point of order, asking if a separate vote was needed for each of these.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Sean Sheedy, HPS Director of 
Facilities and Maintenance, to address the Council.  

Sean Sheedy, HPS Building Maintenance Administrator, stated that each agenda item needed to have its 
own vote and they could not be packaged together.  

Motion was made and seconded to reconsider the previous action.  

Motion was made and seconded to pass the second reading on item 50 and Adopted on a call of the roll 
of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

Motion was made and seconded to pass the second reading on item 51 and Adopted on a call of the roll 
of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 
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Motion was made and seconded to pass the second reading on item 52 and Adopted on a call of the roll 
of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 53 out of order.  

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a Petition from Raul 
Montes of 33 Mountainview St. Springfield for a Street Vendor Permit 

have considered the same and Recommended that the petition be granted with the following conditions: 
That the hours of operation would be 9 a.m. - 5 p.m 
That the applicant confirm approval from the Board of Health and that the applicant confirm that the fee to 
the Board of Health has been paid. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the applicant was complete with required documents from the Board of 
Health.  

Councilor Bartley asked if this would be 7 days of the week. 

Councilor Givner clarified that it would be Monday through Saturday.  

Motion was made and seconded to amend the recommendation to specify the dates would be Monday 
through Saturday.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation as amended Adopted on a call of the roll of the 
yeas and nays-- Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 60 out of order. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order that the 
City Council authorize a sale of Holyoke Assessors Parcel 010-00-002, Cabot Street, Holyoke, MA to 
Jose A. Santos Suarez for $1,000.00.  After the property was declared by the City Council to be surplus 
on October 6, 2020, the City sent notices to abutters that the property was available for sale.  The City 
received a response from Mr. Santos Suarez as the only responding abutter.  The property is valued 
under the procurement threshold. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the parcel was in between the property Mr. Suarez owned and one owned by 
a relative, and they had been upkeeping the property for years. She added that they wanted to own it so 
that they could put in a fence and beautify it to keep the space from becoming a cut through for people in 
the neighborhood.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 58 out of order. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order that the 
reverter requirement for the transfer of the property located at 689 Main Street, Holyoke, Massachusetts 
be removed from the conditions related to the transfer of the property from Jahjan, LLC to Richard 
Kowalski, or his assignee, for the development of a self storage facility.  The City Council approved the 
transfer in May, 2024, however a reverter requirement was included. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Bartley stated that he would abstain from discussion and vote on this item. 

Councilor Givner stated that this was a complex situation which was explained by the attorney for Mr. 
Kowalski. She then deferred to Councilor Anderson-Burgos as he had been working with the parties on 
this.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos explained that the current owner bought the property 6-7 years ago with the 
intention to develop on it but ran into a lot of red tape and barriers after spending over $60,000 to remove 
underground gas tanks. He then stated that the buyer was planning to turn it into a storage facility but 
could not get funding because the bank providing the loan did not want it to have the reverter clause. He 
then emphasized the importance of bringing business into Holyoke and not making it more difficult.  
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Councilor Greaney asked if Jahjan, LLC was a misspelling, noting that several properties in Holyoke were 
owned by a Jahjuan. 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that this buyer also owned R&R Variety on Sargeant Street, a gas 
station on South Street, among multiple properties in the city, and they were all well maintained.  

Councilor Givner noted that the committee approved the order unanimously. 

Councilor Jourdain asked if any departments voiced concerns about approving it.  

Councilor Givner stated that OPED and the Law Department were in attendance, and they explained that 
while reverters were generally in place to protect the city, the reverter on this had been a hinderance and 
was causing a lot of harm. 
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  10--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera)--Abstain  1 (Bartley). 

REGULAR AND PENDING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES  

(32:40) 

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 1 from the table. 

June 11, 2024 and September 4, 2024 Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and ready for partial 
release as of August 5, 2025 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Vacon made a motion to release the portion of the June 11, 2024 minutes other than cannabis 
sections the Law Department recommended to remain redacted. Councilor Bartley seconded the motion.  

Councilor Vacon made a motion to release the portion of the September 4, 2024 minutes other than 
cannabis sections the Law Department recommended to remain redacted. Councilor Bartley seconded 
the motion. 
--->  Released partially other than those sections recommended for redaction by the Law Department and 
those sections laid on the table.  

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 2 from the table. 

December 9, 2024 Finance Committee Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and withheld in entirety as 
of August 5, 2025 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Vacon stated that the Law Department recommended keeping these minutes unreleased.  

Councilor Bartley suggested returning these to the Law Department and having them advise on when 
they could be released. He then questioned having them laid on the table.  
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Councilor Vacon expressed a preference to see them laid on the table in order to avoid losing track of 
them.  
--->  Withheld in entirety and laid on the table.  

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 3 from the table. 

April 15, 2025 Executive Session minutes - not yet reviewed. 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Vacon made a motion to release the discussions on items 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, and items 1, 2, 4, 
and 5 would remain redacted as was recommended by the Law Department. Councilor Bartley seconded 
the motion.  
--->  Released partially other than those sections recommended for redaction by the Law Department and 
those sections laid on the table. 

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, meeting minutes 
from September 2, 2025. 

Councilor Jourdain noted that in the last meeting, Rick Purcell made a point during public comment that 
he (Councilor Jourdain) had filed an order for public comment, adding that he never said that. He then 
stated that while it was true it was former councilor, Aaron Vega, filed it, he clarified that he held lead the 
support for adoption of a public comment period while he was President of the Council. He reiterated that 
he never said he was the one to file the order but worked to help people feel comfortable adding it.  

Councilor Bartley asked if the minutes needed to be amended.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that Mr. Purcell said what he said, but he wanted to clarify the claim that was 
made.  
--->  Received and Adopted.  

LAID ON THE TABLE 

(41:40) 

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, minutes of 
February 18, 2025 meeting. 
--->  Laid on the table.  

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 6 from the table. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a communication 
From Adam Mulcahy and Christina Guesk-Notification of Intent to sell under MGL  
Recommended that the order be referred to the full Council without recommendation. 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Bartley stated that the time had expired under 61A so there was nothing that could be done 
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about it.  
--->  Given a leave to withdraw.  

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 7 from the table. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a communication 
From Kestrel Land Trust, letter regarding right of first refusal for Mountain Road parcel under Chapter 
61A 
Recommended that the order be referred to the full Council without recommendation. 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Bartley stated that this was related to the previous item. 
--->  Received. 

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 8 from the table. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order That schedules B and C of ordinance 2-35 
be updated as appropriate with competitive salaries to attract and retain employees. 
Recommended that changes to the Mayor, Council, and Council President in Salary Schedule B be 
referred to the full Council without recommendation. 
*Updates to Schedule C adopted September 2, 2025 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Jourdain expressed his recollection that this came up to the final vote at the last meeting and 
then was reconsidered and laid on the table. He then made a motion to ordain to see where it goes. 
Councilor Bartley seconded the motion. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith suggested that this was becoming a distraction, with concern that the Council 
wanted to support this completely. She then stated that it appeared to be a nonstarter and questioned if 
the Council could consider other options with smaller raises. She emphasized that she had not heard 
from one person on the Council that supported the drastic increase for the Mayor, and expressed 
frustration that the misinformation and confusion in the general public had not been helpful. She agreed 
with Councilor Jourdain’s suggestion to take a vote and put the matter to bed.  

Councilor I. Rivera made a motion to send the item back to Ordinance and so it could be followed up on 
by the next Ordinance chair at the right time rather than some people feeling like it was being pushed 
through. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it was important to vote on it so the public knew where everyone stood on 
a 40% increase for the Council and a 30% increase for the Mayor. He added that the Mayor had stated 
he was opposed to it. He then stated that his previous statement had been misinterpreted, emphasizing 
that he never said the Mayor asked for a 30% increase, noting the Mayor had a post out making that 
claim. He then stated this was not the time for these increases.  

President Murphy-Romboletti emphasized that there was already an hour long discussion in committee 
and asked that the item either go back to committee or a vote be taken on it. She then stated that the 
motion on the floor was to ordain. 
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Councilor I. Rivera clarified that he made a motion to send it back to committee, and it was seconded by 
Councilor Anderson-Burgos.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that the motion on the floor was to refer it back to the Ordinance 
Committee.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that there was no game being played and a lot of work had been done by the 
Personnel Director to get the information. He then suggested that trying push it through didn’t make 
sense.  

Councilor Vacon expressed her recollection that the order did not pass at the last meeting and the vote 
should have just been accepted.  
--->  Motion to refer back to Ordinance Committee failed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  3 
(Anderson-Burgos, Givner, I. Rivera)--Nays  8--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera).  

--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Denied on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  2 (Givner, Murphy-Romboletti)--Nays  9--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that item 9 was actually the item that was voted on at the last 
meeting and reconsidered.  

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 9 from the table.  

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the residency requirement for the 
CPO/Purchasing Director position be removed. 
Recommended that the order, through a waiver option, be adopted. 

UNDER DISCUSSION:  
Councilor I. Rivera stated that they were looking to grant a waiver to the current Purchasing Director who 
did not live in the city to avoid losing the employee. He emphasized that it would not be set in stone and 
would only apply to the current employee.  
---> The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

Councilor Bartley raised a point of order, explaining that items 10 through 23 were tabled at the last 
meeting because of time constraints. He then asked what the will of the body was.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that the Ordinance Committee was still doing its thing.  
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Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that these were tabled in order to wait for some items to come out of 
Ordinance.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed agreement.  

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the following Charter Change 
be adopted: 
Charter Sec. 39. - City solicitor. 
AMEND 
FROM: 
The city solicitor shall perform those all legal services in which the city is interested and attend to all 
proceedings at law or in equity to which the city is a party, and to all claims made to the city council. For 
these purposes he shall have sole charge of all such matters and proceedings. He shall give in writing his 
legal opinion upon any of the municipal affairs of the city, upon the request of the mayor or city council, 
and in addition shall give his opinion upon the law relating to municipal affairs in any department, upon 
request made by the head of such department. 
TO: 
The city solicitor shall perform those legal services in the city as the city council shall establish by 
ordinance. He or she shall give in writing their legal opinion upon any of the municipal affairs of the city, 
upon the request of the mayor or city council, and in addition shall give his or her opinion upon the law 
relating to municipal affairs in any department, upon request made by the head of such department. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That Charter Sections 19 and 34 be 
amended and elsewhere as appropriate to allow for all appointments to the Fire Commission and DPW 
Commission to be appointed by the Mayor subject to confirmation by the City Council. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 13 of the Holyoke 
Charter - Rules of city council; president pro tempore; method of sitting; journal; roll-call votes; quorum; 
general powers; no compensation. - be amended using the attached language. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 14 of the Holyoke 
Charter - Transactions by council or members in behalf of city prohibited, except in case of veterans' aid - 
be amended using the attached language. 
Recommended that the order be referred to the full Council without recommendation. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 22 of the Holyoke 
Charter - Power as to laying out, etc., of streets; damages; ordinances, etc., involving expenditures in 
excess of two hundred dollars.- be amended using the attached language 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 
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The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 24 of the Holyoke 
Charter -Presentation of ordinances, orders, etc., to mayor; approval; veto; passage over veto  - be 
amended using the attached language 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order That section 41 of the Holyoke 
Charter be deleted. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 49 of the Holyoke 
Charter - Transfers of appropriations; authorization of expenditures without appropriation; approval of 
bills, pay rolls and vouchers; fiscal year. - be amended using the attached language. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that section 53 of the Holyoke 
Charter -Loans, bonds and notes. - be amended using the attached language. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City of Holyoke shall create 
an Administrative and Finance Department. Said acceptance shall be subject to implementation by city 
ordinance and any necessary amendments to the City Charter. This order shall be referred concurrently 
to Charter and Rules and Ordinance to be considered jointly, with recommendations regarding 
implementation to be reported back to the City Council jointly. See attached: Municipal Modernization Act 
of 2025. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that City Council adopt the attached 
Substitute Municipal Modernization Ordinance 
Recommended that the order be received. UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order With community support, order that 
the following section of our Codes of Ordinances and charter be updated to reflect use of email as 
sufficient for special meeting notice: 
Sec. 12. – Special meetings of city council. 
The mayor may at any time call a special meeting of the city council by public posting through the city 
website along with written notifications thereof, together with a statement of the subjects to be considered 
thereat, to be deposited in the post office, postpaid and addressed to the persons to be notified, at least 
forty-eight hours before the time appointed for such meeting, or to be left at the usual place of residence 
of each member of the council, by email at least forty-eight hours before the time appointed for such 
meeting. 
(Acts 1965, c. 187; Acts 1992, c. 189) 
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Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order Charter changes related to 
Municipal Modernization Package be adopted. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that Rule 8M please be amended 
as follows: 
Current: 
M. Any ordinance, order, resolution, or vote involving the appropriation or expenditure of money to an 
amount which may exceed two hundred dollars, shall require for its passage the affirmative votes of a 
majority of all members of the City Council. 
Every such ordinance, order, resolution, or vote shall be read twice, with an interval of at least three days 
between the two readings, before being finally passed; and the vote at its final passage shall be taken by 
roll call; provided, however, that upon and after the written recommendation of the Mayor, the City 
Council may pass such ordinance, order, resolution, or vote on the same day by a two-thirds yea and nay 
vote. {See City Charter s. 22} 
New: 
M. Any ordinance, order, resolution, or vote involving the appropriation or expenditure of money to an 
amount which may exceed two hundred dollars shall be considered as adopted by final action of the City 
Council only after passing the following two votes: (1) Motion to pass the first reading by a majority of all 
the members of the City Council, and (2) Motion to pass the second reading by a majority of all the 
members of the City Council on a roll call vote. Notwithstanding the preceding, if the Motion to pass the 
first reading and the Motion to pass the second reading occur within three days of each other then the 
Motion to pass the second reading shall require a two thirds majority of all the members of the City 
Council to be adopted. [Reference: City Charter Section 22, and MG.L. c. 44 § 1] 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 24 and 77 as a 
package. 

(Late filed due to Clerk) From Councilor Sullivan- House Bill #3754 
--->  Received and Adopted. 

Sullivan-Ordered that the Holyoke City Council adopt a resolution in support of House Bill #3754 An Act 
Relative to Traffic Regulation Using Road Safety Cameras.  This bill is specifically crafted to target red 
light violations only. 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Sullivan asked that the Council pass the resolution without sending it to committee. He then 
explained it was in support of a bill that was coming before the House for the third time. He emphasized 
there was a short amount of time before they were done for the year. He then stated if approved by the 
state, it would come back to cities to adopt the state law. He further explained this was to allow red light 
monitoring which was currently not legal in the state. He emphasized there was a recent accident where 
someone running a red light hit a school transport vehicle.  
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Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that she generally agreed, but had concerns about taking final action 
noting that the order stated it was about targeting red light violations, but the actual bill focused on other 
violations as well, including speeding, construction zone violations, and obstruction violations. She then 
suggested amending the order to remove that final line.  

Councilor Sullivan stated he would be fine with removing that.  

Councilor Vacon stated that she saw that sentence as merely explanatory and made a motion to delete 
the last sentence refencing red light violations. Councilor Bartley seconded the motion. Motion adopted.  

Councilor Jourdain asked what the local option approval would look like later on. He also asked if there 
would be a process for the public.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that the House bill was 16 pages long and there was a process. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he wanted to ensure the Council would have a say if the bill passed.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that was correct.  

Councilor Greaney emphasized this was just a resolution to support the bill.  
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to State Delegation.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

(1:06:20) 

From City Solicitor Lisa Ball, Settlement Agreement between The City of Holyoke and the UPSEU 
Holyoke Public Works Supervisors Local 424, Unit MADIV111 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

From City Solicitor Lisa Ball, Settlement by and between the City of Holyoke and NAGE R1-180 Clerical 
Union 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

FROM CITY AUDITOR, TANYA WDOWIAK: MAYOR'S FY2026 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET 
COMMUNICATION AND BUDGET BOOK 

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if this should be laid on the table, the same as with the Mayor’s 
budget submission.  

Councilor Jourdain stated there were a lot of edits that the Council needed to vote on, and it may be 
easier to handle it in Finance.  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 
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Letter from Laura Wilson, Chair of Parking Advisory Board 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 29 through 32 as a 
package. 

From Yoni Glogower, Conservation Commission, Letter regarding Ch 61A for 957 Homestead 
--->  Received.  

From Davin Pasek, letter to DGR Committee for 203 West Franklin SP application 
--->  Received. 

BOH permit for 1 Meadow Street home bakery and Business certificate for 1 Meadow Street home bakery 
--->  Received. 

Summary of Certified Project & Special Tax Assessment Application for AM Lithography 

Councilor Givner stated that items 29 through 32 were sent in as communications for the recent DGR 
meeting.  
--->  Received. 

Health Benefit Meeting Minutes-July 21, 2025 
--->  Received. 

FROM CITY AUDITOR, TANYA WDOWIAK: FY2026 GENERAL FUND AND SEWER ENTERPRISE 
YEAR TO DATE EXPENSE VS BUDGET REPORTS AS OF 9-15-2025 
--->  Received. 

PETITIONS  

(1:10:30) 

Petition to Accept Old Bassett Road as a Public Way 

Councilor Bartley stated that it should go to the Board of Public Works.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked if it also needed to go to Ordinance.  

Councilor Bartley that the Board of Public Works would need to come back with an opinion.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed his understanding that Public Safety with the DPW made these decisions.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the Rules said Public Safety.  
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Councilor Magrath-Smith clarified that if a road was being laid out or accepted, it went to Ordinance, but if 
it was the safety or paving of a road, it was supposed to go to Public Safety.  

Councilor Jourdain emphasized that items could be sent to any committee the body wanted.  

President Murphy-Romboletti expressed her understanding that the Board of Public Works held a hearing 
first.  

Councilor Bartley stated that they do.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith made a motion to refer item 35 to the Board of Public Works.  

Councilor Jourdain noted that the rule regarding the Public Safety included the “adoption of abandonment 
of any public way or the change of any name of any public or private way.” He reiterated the body could 
do it any way it wanted.  

Councilor Vacon stated it depended on how long everyone wanted it to take, recalling that she filed an 
order took over a year when it went to Public Safety, then to the Board of Public Works, and then to 
Ordinance. She suggested the Board of Public Works to hold a hearing was a good place to start.  
--->  Received and referred to the Board of Public Works.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 36 and Late File 85 as 
a package. 

Petition from Edward Owen of 78 Hell St. West Springfield for a zone change at 120 Front St. Current 
Zone BC Proposed Zone IG 

Councilor Bartley made a motion to deny the zone change, as well as a motion to receive the letter.  

Councilor Jourdain asked why this wouldn’t be given a leave to withdraw as opposed to a denial, 
emphasized there was a significant difference between the two. He then explained that with a denial, they 
would be barred for at least two years unless they got a waiver from the Planning Board if they 
recommended approval. He expressed his understanding this was coming in for the first time.  

President Murphy-Romboletti explained that Davin Pasek in the Building Department told Mr. Owen he 
didn’t need the zone change.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that Mr. Owen was withdrawing his application and it didn’t need a denial.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he sought to deny because of the significance of the zone, specifically with 
its relationship to the apartments just developed near there. He emphasized that that IG zone would allow 
certain activities there, including marijuana businesses, and he did not want to see those in close 
proximity to Lyman Terrace.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if the application was to put in cannabis.  
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Councilor Bartley stated that nobody said that.  

Councilor Greaney called the question.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the motion on the floor was to deny.  

Councilor Jourdain made a motion to give the item a leave to withdraw. He then reiterated that the 
applicant has asked that the application be retracted on the same night it was first coming before the 
Council, and he questioned why anyone would want to stick it to the applicant. Councilor Greaney 
seconded the motion. 

Councilor Vacon explained that the letter stated that the applicant did not need a zone change to do what 
he was looking to do.  

Councilor Bartley expressed support for giving the item a leave to withdraw but took umbrage with the 
claim he wanted to stick it to anyone. He added that he knew the applicant as a sincere businessman 
who had been before the Council many times.   
--->  Received and given a leave to withdraw at the petitioner’s request. 

From Edward Owen, request to withdraw zone change application for 120 Front Street, with attached 
Building Department zoning verification letter. 
--->  Received.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 37 and 38 as a 
package. 

Petition from Rev Randell Bessette of 1810 Northampton St. for a Second Hand License. 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

Petition from Francisco Grabiel Velez Vega of 214 Elm St. for a Street Vendor License 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

(1:22:40) 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that a delegation from Holyoke’s sister city of Tralee, Ireland was in 
visiting. She stated that they were shown around Holyoke, and it was an opportunity to build a 
relationship with them.  
She also stated that Senior Fest took place, and she thanked Parks and Rec as well the Senior Center for 
all of the work they put into it. 
She added that a delegation from the city would be visiting Selinas in Puerto Rico to compete against 
each other in a volleyball game.  

Councilor Bartley stated that the 13th Holyoke Day the Big E took place the day before. He emphasized 
how much pride he took in getting that started. He thanked everyone who participated.  
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Councilor Magrath-Smith commended the Holyoke Police Department, Fire Department, HG&E, 
Emergency Management, DPW and others for their response to recent storm damage in the city. She 
emphasized how impressed people in the city were to the speed of the response.  

Councilor Vacon stated that Holyoke was recognized on the evening weather forecast with a good shot of 
a sunset she got.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he was not looking to infer Councilor Bartley was trying to stick it to 
anyone.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that former councilor, James Leahy, had some of the worst damage from the 
storm, with his car being smashed and two trees coming down on the roof of his house.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he spoke with Mr. Leahy and understood things were cleaned up pretty 
quickly.  

President Murphy-Romboletti offered a reminder that HG&E was switching their bill payment platform, 
and people would need to set things up again if they had autopay.  

Councilor Vacon asked for a moment of silence in honor of Charlie Kirk.  

A moment of silence was observed in honor of Charlie Kirk. 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos asked for a moment of silence in honor of Trey Reed, a student in Mississippi 
found hanging from a tree.  

A moment of silence was observed in honor of Trey Reed.  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

(1:27:30) 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Personnel Department and Law 
Department work in conjunction to update the following ordinances to reflect a modern Human Resources 
Department: 
Article I 
30-1 (a), 82-4 (c), 82-5 (c) 
Article II Division I 
2-40 (a), 2-43 (e) (k), 2-64, 2-66 b (3), 2-67 (a), 2-69 (h) 
Article II Division II 
2-86 
Article II Division VI 
2-182 b (3) e (2) 
Article Ill Division II 
2-311 a, b, c, d, 2-312 a, b (21), 2-313, 2-314 
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Article IV 
2-422 (b) 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera stated that this was requested by the Personnel Director to update the terminology 
from Personnel to Human Resources. He noted that Ms. Curran attended a lot of conferences and found 
Holyoke was one of the only communities still using the term Personnel.  

Councilor Vacon asked if the only change was the title.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it was.  
--->  Report of Committee on received and the Ordinance passed its first reading.  
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

(1:29:40) 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the REVISED "FY2023 SAFE STREETS 
AND ROADS FOR ALL, $197,850, LOCAL FUNDS $24,570 / IN KIND MATCH $15,000" grant and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and 
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
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Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the grant would help with a review of all city intersections in order to decide 
how to use a Planning grant to address problem intersections. She added that data from MassDOT 
showed where some of the most problematic intersections were. She added that the matching funds from 
a Smart Growth grant. She then explained that citywide crash data as well as community engagement 
would help decide which intersections had the most needs. She noted that questions came up if the 
funding for the rotary project on Beech Street could be used for other projects, but it was confirmed that 
funding was specific to that project and could not be used for anything else.  

Councilor Bartley asked if the $24,570 in local funds had been identified.  

Councilor Givner stated that they would come from staff time.  

Councilor Bartley noted that the grant showed an in kind match of $15,000 and local funds of $24,570.  

Councilor Givner clarified that a Smart Growth grant had a remaining balance, and those funds would be 
used for the local funds match.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that was her understanding as well.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that was correct. 

Councilor Bartley stated he was good as long as the funds were identified.  

Councilor Jourdain emphasized that this was a federal grant.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2026, FIFTY FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($55,000) as follows: 
FROM 
11751-51105 SR PROJECT MANAGER    $55,000 
  TOTAL $55,000 
TO:   
11751-51223 DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST  $55,000 
TOTAL  $55,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
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Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the funding was to hire someone in the lower grade position and allow them 
to train to eventually move up to the higher grade position.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2026, NINE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FORTY-TWO AND 11/100 Dollars 
($9,342.11) as follows: 
FROM 
12401-51103 CHIEF INSPECTOR OF WIRES    $9,342.11 
  TOTAL $9,342.11 
TO:   
12402-53050 INSPECTIONS-ELECTRIC  $9,342.11 
 TOTAL $9,342.11 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the chief inspector had been on disability since May, and those benefits were 
paid out by the union. She then explained that the funding was being transferred to pay the backup 
inspector.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the amount of THREE THOUSAND TWO 
HUNDRED FIFTY AND 00/100 Dollars ($3,250.00) be authorized from the BUILDING Department's 
ELECTRICAL INSPECTIONS (12402-53050) appropriation in fiscal year 2026 for services rendered in 
fiscal year 2025 which were unencumbered at the 2025 fiscal year end. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
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Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the backup inspector submitted a bill after the end of the deadline for 
FY2025, missing the deadline by an hour. She noted that the inspector was replaced due to health 
issues. 
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "MASSACHUSETTS SAFE & 
SUCCESSFUL YOUTH INITIATIVE (SSYI), $709,700, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the 
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures 
of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated the no match grant was administered over 3 years at $100,000 a year in 
collaboration with services through Roca, MassHire, and a couple other organizations.  

Councilor Bartley emphasized this was a significant grant with wonderful possible benefits for the city, 
including anti-gang intervention. He added that he had met wonderful people at Roca who turned lives of 
young people around.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that grants like this allowed him to work with organizations like SSYI (Safe and 
Successful Youth Initiative) when he first got out of prison, giving him a chance to build himself up.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 
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The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY23 COPS OFFICE ANTI-HEROIN 
TASK FORCE PROGRAM, $10,000, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or 
other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated 
with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the grant would be used for overtime pay in the Police Department for opioid 
related work in the city.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2026, TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($250,000) as 
follows: 
FROM 
12101-51117 DISPATCH   $  50,000 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS       50,000 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     100,000 
12101-51103 CAPTAINS       50,000 
  TOTAL  $250,000 
TO: 
12101-51300 HPD OVERTIME    $250,000 
  TOTAL  $250,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
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Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the Police Department still had $176,000 in their overtime budget and they 
expected this $250,000 to last them through the winter. She added that the department was $62,000 
ahead of where they were in terms of overtime expended from where they were the previous year, adding 
that Chief Keenan emphasized he was helping save and manage money.  

Councilor Sullivan clarified that they were $62,000 under where they were the previous year.  

Councilor Givner confirmed that was accurate.  

Councilor Bartley asked if he heard correctly there was $197,000 left in the overtime budget.  

Councilor Givner clarified they had $176,000 on hand and this added to the total should last them through 
the winter. She noted this was a little over her head so encouraged watching the recording of the meeting 
to better understand it.  

Councilor Bartley stated this was a typical HPD transfer coming from money already budgeted in the 
salary lines, and now the Chief was asking to take money budgeted for boots on the ground and have it 
put into overtime. He then expressed frustration that this happened every fiscal year and the Council 
always rubberstamped it. He then questioned the Chief giving himself a pat on the back for saving money 
when money the Council was told was needed for the salary lines would really be needed for overtime. 
He reiterated that was not specific to this chief but that it happened every year. He suggested having 
more straightforward information come budget time.  

Councilor Givner clarified the transfer showed it was going to HPD overtime, so nothing was being 
hidden.  
--->  Report of Committee passed the second reading and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  10--Nays  0--Absent  3 (Devine, I. Rivera, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the City Council approve for their 
consideration $15,000 from the CPA budget to be used for "small grants" as outlined in the attached letter 
from the Holyoke Community Preservation Committee.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be referred to the full Council without 
recommendation. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner expressed her understanding that a 2-2 committee vote should have kept the item in 
committee. 

Councilor Vacon stated that was correct.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred a communication From Community Preservation Act 
Committee-FY26 Operating Budget 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that she believed this was a communication that should just be received. She 
noted there was a handout.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he believed there was an amount of unencumbered money to be turned 
over that the committee should know about.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that there was a carryover balance from the previous fiscal year of $108,764 
that would be added to the $810,000 for the current fiscal year. He then explained that 65% of it would be 
put into their reserve, and they would be allocating 10% for open space, historic resources, community 
housing, and 5% for admin costs.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith noted that the carryover was a result of fiscal conservatism on the board, with 
them believing that every dollar should not be earmarked because projects often ended up needing to 
come back due to cost increases. She added that the budget would be 1/3 less going forward due to the 
surcharge being reduced, so they were looking to make it a softer transition. She also explained that each 
of the categories were receiving 10% because of the requirement under state law, and the remaining 65% 
in reserve could be put toward any of the 3 categories.  

Councilor Greaney emphasized he just wanted to ensure the public was aware of the carryover.  

Councilor Vacon noted that the budget would only go down by 1/3 if property values didn’t increase again 
by thousands of dollars.  
--->  Report of Committee received. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the City Council consider for its approval 
the FY26 budget from the Holyoke Community Preservation Committee. Note, this is the last budget that 
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will be funded under the previous 1.5% surcharge. The FY27 budget will decrease by approximately one-
third.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Linda L. Vacon 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that this was also a communication to just receive.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith clarified that the Council had to vote to approve it.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

(1:57:10) 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a Special Permit 
Application for Home Occupation of Robert Rose at 414 Hillside Ave Suite 167 (124-00-108) for a custom 
fabrication shop per sec 4.8.2. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the permit be given a leave to withdraw without 
prejudice. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that there were a lot of concerns from the public about restrictions in the zoning 
law based on what kind of customers the business would have and what kind of facility it was. She added 
that the petitioner was not present at the meeting.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a Special Permit 
Application for Home Occupation of Ella Sussman and Tyrone Obanner at 1-9 Martin Street (122-00-018) 
for a psychotherapy/psychiatric outpatient mental health practice per sec 4.8.2. 
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have considered the same and Recommended that the permit be given a leave to withdraw without 
prejudice. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the petitioner was going to pursue an alternative route. She also stated there 
were some concerns from the neighbors. 

Councilor Bartley commended there was a good catch by the City Clerk’s office where they were applying 
under the Home Occupation but were not planning to live there. He then stated they got a lawyer involved 
who contacted several individuals and advised them to withdraw it. He then stated he believed they would 
be a credit in the city, but it wasn’t the right process to do things.  

Councilor Givner noted that while the space looked like retail, it was zoned residentially. She added that 
while there were other businesses, it needed to go through a Home Occupation permit.   

Councilor Bartley noted that some of them were grandfathered due to being there before zoning laws.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a Special permit 
application for home occupation of Kristin Fontaine for a cottage kitchen to bake bread at 1 Meadow 
Street (081-00-012) per sec 4.8.2. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the special permit be granted with the following 
conditions: 
That the hours of operation would be Saturday 12 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
That the applicant will provide their business certificate and their permit from the Board of health. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that much of the discussion focused on bread, and then explained that the permit 
would be for a short window of operating hours, with people picking up bread at the house. She noted 
there was some pushback from some in the community while others were in support, with the main 

Page 38 of 177



28 
 

concern being traffic and parking. She then stated they reminded the petitioner that the permit required 
annual approval and any issues affecting the neighbors could be a problem when reapplying.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he would oppose this, having been persuaded by the neighborhood 
opposition. He noted that during the meeting, he recommended that the committee put a restriction to 
require anyone visiting to park in the driveway, but they chose not to do that.  

Councilor Givner noted it was recommended unanimously by the committee.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Denied on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-
-Yeas  6--Nays  5 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Vacon)--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

Councilor Givner asked if adding the condition regarding parking would change the opinions. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he did not believe there were 11 people in attendance to vote.  

Councilor Bartley clarified that Councilor I. Rivera was on Zoom.  

Councilor Givner made a motion to reconsider the previous action and add a condition to restrict parking 
to the driveway. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if it should be sent back to committee.  

Councilor Givner suggested against that, noting that the parking condition appeared to be the main 
concern.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if it should go back to committee. 

Councilor Givner stated that she was fine adding the parking condition.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he would like to review the neighborhood opposition as he tended to take 
that into consideration. 

Councilor Bartley made a motion to reconsider the previous action for the purpose of sending it back to 
committee. Councilor Jourdain seconded the motion.  
--->  Report of Committee received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations 
Committee. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a Special permit 
application of Christian Carde-Guzman to construct a front yard driveway at 203 West Franklin Street 
(077-03-009) per sec 6.1.8.1. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the permit be granted. 

Committee Members: 
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Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the petitioner had a nonexistent driveway situation at the corner of West 
Franklin and Linden. She added that he reached out to the Board of Public Works for the access permit. 
She also stated that he would have permission for a curb cut on the side of his house because it was a 
corner lot. She further explained that he made a case for doing this due to safety concerns.  

Councilor Jourdain asked Councilor Anderson-Burgos, as the Ward 6 councilor, if he felt comfortable with 
this. He also asked if there was neighborhood opposition.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that he spoke with the constituent and understood the concerns. He 
then stated this would be appropriate and would fix a lot of the concerns he was facing.  

Councilor Greaney expressed his understanding that the driveway would have to be on the Linden side.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that was correct.  

Councilor Bartley noted this was another case of great guidance from the Clerk’s office.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order to declare 
Parcel Holyoke Assessors Map 144, Block 00, Parcel 057, Easthampton Road, Holyoke, MA as surplus 
property. The City has been approached by an abutter looking to purchase the property to combine the 
lots and build a home on the same. The property is vacant land and currently assessed at $8,500.00. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted, acknowledging that the 
property is no longer needed for a public purpose. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the abutter wanted to purchase the property. She noted that the property 
was taken by eminent domain in 1991. She added that the abutter had been talking to the Planning 
Board, it would not go out to public bid, and they recommended that the purchaser adjoin the lots.  

Page 40 of 177



30 
 

Councilor Vacon asked if the purchaser was paying the assessed value or another price.  

Councilor Givner clarified that this was just declaring the parcel as surplus property after the city was 
approached by the abutter as an interested party.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he was in support as it would be putting a vacant parcel back on the tax 
rolls. He then noted that the city website stated that it was assessed at $9,100. He also explained that it 
did not need to go out to bid if the value was under a certain dollar amount.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order that the 
City Council approves the Resolution for the Certified Project Application and Special Tax Assessment 
(STA) Agreement with AM Lithography Corporation for the purpose of the company’s property acquisition 
and expansion in Holyoke.  The acquisition, expansion and STA apply to the following: 100 Appleton St., 
110 Appleton St. and Appleton St. parcel 010 (Map 031, Block 01, Parcels 008, 009, and 010). 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that AM Lithography currently had offices in Holyoke and Chicopee and were 
looking at this property to provide more space and allow them to completely move from Chicopee. She 
added a five year program was being proposed, noting that they used the same process when they first 
started in Holyoke in 2007.  

Councilor Sullivan expressed support for this. He noted they were occupying the former Laminated 
Papers building, adding that they were a fantastic employer and a growing business.  

Councilor Bartley emphasized that this was almost 5 acres of land that would now no longer be dormant. 
He added that this would not hurt the city, allowing the business to have incremental assessment on new 
growth.  

Councilor Givner stated that OPED Director, Aaron Vega, sent a communication earlier that day informing 
that the company was also awarded state credits for this expansion.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  10--Nays  0--Absent  3 (Devine, Greaney, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order that the 
City Council authorize a sale of Holyoke Assessors Parcel 006-08-012, 106 Pine Street, Holyoke, MA to 
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Alan Schneider, or his nominee, for $5,800.00.  After the property was declared by the City Council to be 
surplus on February 5, 2019, the City sent notices to abutters that the property was available for sale.  
The City received a response from Mr. Schneider as the only responding abutter.  The property is valued 
under the procurement threshold. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the parcel had been declared surplus, notices were sent to abutters, and Mr. 
Schneider was the only one who responded. She then explained that there was no longer a building on 
the lot, having recently been demolished.  

Councilor Bartley stated that this sale price matched the assessed value in the records, allowing a 
dormant parcel to be put back onto the tax rolls.  

Councilor Jourdain questioned who may have paid for the demolition and what happened with the back 
taxes, expressing concern that the city often came up short with these situaitons.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  10--Nays  0--Absent  3 (Devine, Greaney, J. Rivera). 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order From Dept 
of Conservation and Recreation, 957 Homestead Ch 61A Notice 

have considered the same and Recommended that the right of first refusal option not be exercised. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the Conservation Commission recommended declining the right of first 
refusal at their August 14th meeting. She noted this had been going back and forth and had since been 
withdrawn anyway. She then suggested that it be received as a communication.  
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Councilor Sullivan clarified that this was a sliver of land off of Homestead, adding that it was different from 
the items the Council addressed earlier in the meeting.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated the other one was on Mountain Road.  

Councilor Givner clarified that the Conservation Commission did vote to recommend declining the city’s 
right of first refusal, which would allow the proposed sale to proceed. She added that the land was 
already developed and would not qualify for 61A as there was a residential structure already on the 
property. She further stated that the Conservation Commission believed that exercising the right of first 
refusal would inflict more damage than benefits.  

Councilor Vacon stated that the owner of the property was selling due to being in need of alternate 
assistance, and the technical aspects of Chapter 61A were only discovered after the sale went through.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS 

(2:29:45) 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 64 through 68 as a 
package. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, NINE 
HUNDRED FORTY FOUR AND 91/100 Dollars ($944.91) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51105 FIREFIGHTER   $944.91 
  TOTAL  $944.91 
TO: 
12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $944.91 
 PP #5 TOTAL  $944.91 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
September 17, 2025.  

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--
Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, 
NINETEEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED FORTY FOUR AND 5/100 Dollars ($19,544.05) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS       2,506.98 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     17,037.07 
  TOTAL  $19,544.05 
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TO: 
12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY     $19,544.05 
  TOTAL  $19,544.05 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
September 17, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--
Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, TWELVE 
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED NINETY FIVE AND 11/100 Dollars ($12,595.11) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51103 FIRE CAPTAIN   $  3,663.90 
12101-51104 FIRE LIEUTENANT        6,285.48 
12101-51105 FIREFIGHTER       2,645.73 
  TOTAL  $12,595.11 
TO: 
12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $12,595.11 
 PP #5 TOTAL  $12,595.11 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
September 17, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--
Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, TWENTY 
ONE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FORTY THREE AND 53/100 Dollars ($21,643.53) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51104 LIEUTENANTS   $  1,704.72 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS       1,844.83 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     18,093.98 
  TOTAL  $21,643.53 
TO: 
12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY     $21,643.53 
  TOTAL  $21,643.53 

To the City Council: 
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I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
September 17, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--
Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, 
EIGHTEEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY AND 39/100 Dollars ($18,450.39) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS       3,581.40 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     14,878.99 
 TOTAL  $18,450.39 
TO: 
12101-51180 INJURED ON DUTY     $18,450.39 
  TOTAL  $18,450.39 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
September 17, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  11--Nays  0--
Absent  2 (Devine, J. Rivera). 

Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the "MASS DOT LOCAL BOTTLENECK REDUCTION PROGRAM, $390,149.30, NO 
MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the 
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said 
grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
September 17, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  
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Devine — The city designate four parking spots in front of the police dept as "Police Business Only." 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 71 and 72 as a 
package. 

GIVNER: An order to declare 569 South Bridge Street, Holyoke, MA (Holyoke Assessors Map 029, Block 
08, Parcel 006) as surplus property. The City has been approached by an interested buyer looking to 
purchase the property. The property is vacant land and currently assessed at $38,700.00.   
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

GIVNER: An order to declare Holyoke Assessors Map 029, Block 08, Parcel 007, South Bridge Street, 
Holyoke, MA as surplus property. The City has been approached by an interested buyer looking to 
purchase the property. The property is vacant land and currently assessed at $22,800.00.   
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

Jourdain, Devine, et al - Ordered, that a Proclamation be issued by the City Council recognizing William 
“Ronnie” Collamore for his 48 years of service to the city and that we share this proclamation with him at 
the street naming ceremony for him. 

All councilors asked to be added to the order.  
--->  Received and Adopted. 

Jourdain, Devine- Ordered, that “No large commercial vehicles allowed” signs be installed at the 
beginning of Linden Street at Hampden Street/end of Mueller Bridge off ramp.  Residents are being 
overwhelmed with many tractor trailer and large dump trucks on Linden Street cutting through their 
neighborhood and these drivers should find more appropriate alternative routes. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

Magrath-Smith and Jourdain - create an Ordinance to match Council Rule 10B. Rule 10B reads: " The 
following information must be submitted to the City Council with every loan or bond order: A. A statement 
as of that date of the bonded indebtedness of the city, exclusive of  the self-supporting bonds of the Gas 
and Electric Department and the Water  Department. B.  A statement of the borrowing capacity remaining 
within the limits as set by law,  after issuance of the bond being applied for." 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Rivera, J.- ORDERED, that the Department of Public Works and the City Engineer take the necessary 
steps to install additional stop signs as follows: 
1. That the intersection of Cabot Street and Race Street be designated as a FOUR-WAY STOP 
INTERSECTION due to the high number of accidents at this location. Currently, stop signs exist only on 
Race Street crossing Cabot Street. Additional stop signs shall be installed on Cabot Street, both for traffic 
traveling uphill and downhill, to complete the four-way stop. 
2. That the intersection of Sergeant Street and Race Street be designated as a THREE-WAY STOP 
INTERSECTION. At present, there is a stop sign on Race Street at this intersection. Additional stop signs 
shall be installed on Sergeant Street, for traffic traveling both uphill and downhill, to complete the three-
way stop. 
FURTHER ORDERED, that appropriate signage and roadway markings be installed as soon as 
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practicable to improve safety for residents, pedestrians, and motorists. 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2026, ONE 
HUNDRED THIRTY SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($137,500) as follows: 
FROM 
11211-51104 CAFO    $137,500 
  TOTAL $137,500 
TO: 
11212-53009 MAYOR’S CONTRACTED SERVICES    $137,500 
 TOTAL  $137,500 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
September 17, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Vacon, Greaney- ORDER: add a rule that any city councilor named by a speaker during public speak has 
2 minutes to respond at the end of public speak. 

Councilor Greaney asked to be added to the order. 
--->  Received and referred to the Charter and Rules Committee. 

BARTLEY- The city council amend chapter 86 of the city’s ordinances (and elsewhere if so deemed) to 
allow two-wheeled vehicles (i.e. motorcycles) to park multiple like-sized vehicles in any single public 
parking space as the City Engineer may determine (potentially up to three) whether metered or not 
metered.  This shall be applicable to parking spaces in city-owned parking garages including Mayor 
Taupier and Mayor Proulx.  The city shall allow private parking lots the option to institute a similar parking 
schedule for motorcycles and like-sized vehicles.  Alternatively, the city allow said right to be permitted by 
special permit issued by the Chief of Police if other traffic standards do not allow this ordinance change.  
City Council consider adoption of chapter 40, section 22A of MGL. Refer to Ordinance, Police Chief, C.E., 
Parking Enforcement Director at DPW, and Parking Advisory Board.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he learned there was a state law relevant to this, and made a motion to 
amend the order to add in a final sentence, stating “City Council consider adoption of chapter 40, section 
22A of MGL.” 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

BARTLEY- Due to multiple calls and complaints from both residential and commercial property owners 
and tenants, ORDER the DPW and the Mayor rescind the recent ban on the collection of recycling.  
Receive and adopt.  Refer to DGR for follow-up. 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. Copy to DPW, 
Recycling Advisory Committee. 
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BARTLEY- The city’s engineer and its law department review the definition of “motorized scooter” in 
Chapter 86-1 of city ordinances and advise the City council on whether the definition should be amended.  
Refer to Ordinance committee, C.E., Law Dept., Parking Advisory Board. 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. Copy to City Engineer, Law Department, 
Parking Advisory Board.  

BARTLEY- ORDER that an Ordinance be passed to allow those businesses whose collection of recycling 
and waste was recently banned to be reinstituted.  Refer to ORDINANCE and copy Bd of public works. 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. Copy to Board of Public Works.  

BARTLEY- ORDER the city start the process to review the petition to install speed humps on Kaster St.  
Petition attached.  Refer to C.E., Ordinance. 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. Copy to City Engineer.  

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS  

 

Adjourned at 9:46 p.m. 
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Brenna Leary <learyb@holyoke.org>

Fwd: Letter from the Director of Accounts - DLS

Joshua Garcia <garciaj@holyoke.org> Thu, Oct 2, 2025 at 8:23 AM
To: Brenna Leary <learyb@holyoke.org>
Cc: Tessa Murphy-Romboletti <tessaforholyoke@gmail.com>, Jeffery Anderson-Burgos <anderson-
burgosj@holyoke.org>

Here is the communication for the city council together with the two attachments for the upcoming City Council

agenda:

Dear Honorable City Councilors,

I am writing to bring to your urgent attention two recent correspondences from the Department of Revenue’s Division
of Local Services (DLS) regarding our city’s financial reporting status (see attached). These letters speak for
themselves, but they also underscore what I have warned about repeatedly since 2021: without structural reform of
our financial operations, we would face exactly this kind of state-level intervention.

The situation is deeply concerning. Our FY2023 audited financials remain unresolved, FY2024 and FY2025 end-of-
year reports are incomplete, and DLS has set clear expectations for the timely submission of all outstanding
reconciliations and reports from both our Auditor and Treasurer. Continued delays and lack of progress now carry the
very real risk of administrative actions, including the withholding of local aid, an inability to set a tax rate, and loss of
ability to fund capital projects through bonding.

The state has already stepped in with guidance and specific steps that must now be followed. DLS has directed

Holyoke to provide timely reconciliations, produce audited financial statements before certifications can occur, and
participate in monthly status meetings with the Bureau of Accounts beginning this month. These are not suggestions;
they are requirements. Failure to comply will only escalate the consequences for our city. DLS has also provided
Holyoke with four comprehensive reviews of its financial management practices between 2007 and 2023, all of which
identified the same underlying structural weaknesses that remain unaddressed today.

It is also important to be candid about past decisions. Mass MuniFin was engaged and had reconciled over 18-months
of records, making significant progress. Their dismissal ended that work prematurely. Had they been allowed to
continue, many of the issues we now face could have been prevented. Instead, we are left with mounting delays and
increasingly urgent interventions from the state.

The Municipal Finance Modernization Act, which incorporates key recommendations from DLS to strengthen
oversight, has stalled before the Council. At the same time, I want to acknowledge and thank the Council for
approving the ballot initiative to shift the Treasurer from an elected to an appointed position. That was a critical step

toward accountability and the first step in centralizing our financial departments. But it must not be the last step.

For decades, Holyoke has struggled with reconciliations and reporting, regardless of who held financial positions or
what qualifications they brought to the role. The problem has never been about résumés, it has been about structure.
What we need are stronger internal controls, modernized workflows, and accountability that extends across
departments. More than half of the 351 communities in Massachusetts have already modernized by centralizing their
financial operations. Holyoke must do the same. If we continue to delay, we are not simply postponing reform; we are
inviting deeper state intervention and putting our ability to govern our own finances at risk.

I am asking for your immediate commitment and support:
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Work with me to allocate the resources necessary to improve our financial management and reporting.
Act without further delay on the Municipal Finance Modernization Act.
Stand with me in transparent communication to the public about our corrective efforts.

I will continue providing regular updates and welcome your input. To move this forward, I ask that these issues be
placed on the agenda for the Finance Committee meeting scheduled for October 15. This will give us an opportunity
to discuss specific next steps and ensure we are aligned in addressing the concerns raised by DLS.

The time for delay has passed. We must act decisively to restore compliance, transparency, and stability in our
financial reporting.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Respectfully,

[Quoted text hidden]

[Quoted text hidden]

2 attachments

City of Holyoke - Notice of Actions Necessary for Conformity.pdf
202K

City of Holyoke Final.pdf
181K
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          September 22, 2025 
 
Mayor Joshua A. Garcia    
City of Holyoke 
536 Dwight Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
 
Dear Mayor Garcia: 
 
Thank you for meeting with me today to provide an update regarding the FY2023 audited 
financials, the FY2024 Schedule A and general ledger close, and the status of the FY2025 and 
FY2026 cash reconciliation process.  During this meeting, your team indicated the following: 
 

➢ The FY2023 audited financials should be final next week, per the external audit firm. 
➢ The documents required by the external audit firm have been sent to them and the 

Division of Local Services (DLS) can expect to receive the Schedule A in three weeks at 
the latest. 

➢ The external audit firm will be reconciling the FY2024 treasurer’s cash book to the 
general ledger and closing FY2024. The current status of this was unavailable. 

➢ The city treasurer has partially completed the reconciliation of FY2025 treasurer’s cash 
book to the bank statements.  It was unclear what months had been completed.   

➢ Due to the above, no reconciliations from the treasurer’s cash book to the general ledger 
have been completed for FY2025. 

➢ The FY2025 general ledger has not yet been closed. 
➢ No cash reconciliations have been completed for FY2026.  

 
Further, the DLS is in receipt of the draft FY2023 Audited Financial Statements.  We noted that 
the audit firm is issuing a disclaimer of opinion for the following reasons: 
 

“The City’s cash accounts were not reconciled as of June 30, 2023, and we were unable 
to obtain adequate supporting documentation for the cash balances reported in the 
financial statements. As a result, we were unable to determine whether cash and related 
transactions had been properly recorded and whether any adjustments might be 
necessary to the cash balances or other elements of the financial statements. 
Accordingly, we were unable to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to provide a 
basis for an audit opinion on the financial statements. 
 
In addition, the financial statements do not include financial data for the City’s legally 
separate component units. Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America require the financial data for those component units to be reported with the 
financial data of the City’s primary government unless the City also issues financial 
statements for the financial reporting entity that include the financial data for its 
component units. The City has not issued such reporting entity financial statements. 
Because of this departure from accounting principles generally accepted in the United 
States of America, the assets, deferred outflows of resources, liabilities, deferred inflows 
of resources, net position, revenues, and expenses of the governmental activities, the 
business-type activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, and the 
Holyoke Gas and Electric Company (enterprise fund) would have increased. In addition, 

 

 
    Geoffrey E. Snyder 
                                  Commissioner of Revenue 
 
                                   Sean R. Cronin 
                                   Senior Deputy Commissioner 
 
                                   Sean R. Cronin 
                                   Senior Deputy Commissioner 
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the assets, deferred outflows of resources, liabilities, deferred inflows of resources, fund 
balances, revenues, and expenditures of the aggregate remaining fund information 
would have increased. The amount by which this departure would affect the assets, 
deferred outflows of resources, liabilities, deferred inflows of resources net position/fund 
balances, revenues, and expenses/expenditures has not been determined.” 
 

DLS’ Bureau of Accounts (BOA) has worked diligently with the City over several years to get 
free cash and the tax rate certified timely.  We have met many times, both in person and 
virtually, to assist the City and to get updates on the status of financial submissions to BOA.  
Additionally, our Financial Management Resources Bureau (FMRB) issued multiple reports at 
the request of the City: 
  
 Holyoke Financial Management Review – December, 2007 
 Holyoke Review of Financial Management Structure – March, 2015 
 Holyoke Financial Management Update – February, 2020 
 Holyoke Financial Policy Manual – June, 2023 
 
In 2023, the City submitted for free cash certification for the period ending June 30, 2023. We 
had to reduce the amount of free cash certified by $166,218 for an unreconciled cash variance 
and an additional $764,457 since we were unable to prove the free cash calculation. Most 
recently, the City was unable to have free cash certified for the period ended June 30, 2024, as 
cash was not reconciled and the financial statements not closed for the fiscal year.  
 
This resulted in the City not filing the Schedule A for June 30,2024 as noted above.  State 
statute (G.L. c. 58, §18F) authorizes the Commissioner of Revenue to delay current fiscal year 
local aid payments, as well as future fiscal year payments, for any community not filing its report 
timely. DLS withheld the City’s aid from February, 2025 thru June, 2025.  In June, we released 
the FY2025 local aid.  We resumed the local aid hold in July, 2025 and will continue to do so 
until the FY2024 Schedule A is filed.   
 
Given the conditions cited by the audit firm and those experienced by DLS, we will require the 
City to do the following: 

1. For both the FY2026 tax rate certification and the 6/30/2025 free cash 
submission, we require final audited financial statements for 6/30/2024 prior to 
the certifications. 

   
2. For the 6/30/2026 free cash submission, we require the final audited financial 

statements for 6/30/2025 prior to the certification of free cash and we require that 
free cash be certified prior to setting the FY2027 tax rate. This will continue 
annually until further notice. 

 
3. Beginning in October, 2025 we require monthly status meetings with BOA.  This 

will continue indefinitely until further notice. 
 
 
Should DLS determine that sufficient progress regarding monthly cash reconciliation and timely 
financial reporting is not being made, we may take additional steps. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions at wagnerd@dor.state.ma.us 
 
           Sincerely, 

 
Deborah A. Wagner 

     Director of Accounts 
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Cc:   Tanya Wdowiak, City Auditor 
 Rory Casey, City Treasurer 
 Tessa R. Murphy-Romboletti, City Council President 
 Dr. Yadilette Rivera Colon, Vice Chair, School Committee 
 Anthony Rassias, Deputy Director of Accounts 
 Jared Curtis, Western Regional Supervisor 
 Matthew Andre, Field Representative 
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    October 1, 2025 
 
 
Mayor Joshua A. Garcia    
City of Holyoke 
536 Dwight Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
 
 
Dear Mayor Garcia: 
 
Pursuant to G.L. c. 44, § 38, the Director of Accounts (hereinafter “Director”) “may require of 
city, town, or district officials such action as will tend to produce uniformity of accounting 
systems and standards through the commonwealth.” One such minimum standard is the 
reconciliation of cash accounts. Upon information provided by the City, Holyoke has not 
completed reconciliations of cash for fiscal years 2023 – the current period. This is contrary to 
the standards of the Director and has led, or will lead, to a series of financial predicaments for 
the City.  
 
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT you MUST complete all outstanding reconciliations within 60 days 
of the date of this letter. If the City fails to comply with this request, I may take actions permitted 
in G.L. c. 44, § 41 to ensure compliance, including by contracting for any services necessary or 
appropriate to do so.  This includes contracting on behalf of the City for any professional or 
technical services necessary to perform said reconciliations.  Further, the costs of the services 
shall be incurred by the Commonwealth, but payment shall be deducted by the State Treasurer, 
pursuant to section 20A of chapter 58, from any amount distributable or payable by the 
Commonwealth to the City. 
 
Additionally, pursuant to G.L. c. 44, § 43, the Director “shall collect from the proper local 
authorities such other information pertaining to municipal affairs as in the director's judgment 
may be of public interest. All auditors, accounting officers and other officials and custodians of 
public money of cities and towns shall properly complete and promptly return all schedules 
required of them to the director.” 
 
Considering the aforementioned issue regarding reconciliations, and the authority granted to the 
Director, I request the following documents and records: 
  

1. June 2023 treasurer’s reconciled cash book  
2. June 2023 banks statements to which the treasurer’s cash book has been reconciled 
3. June 2023 general ledger printouts (ending balances only) for all City cash accounts 
4. Copies of the reconciliations for June 2023 between the treasurer’s cash book and the 

bank statements 
5. Copies of the reconciliation for June 2023 between the treasurer’s cash book and the 

June 2023 general ledger 
6. June 2024 treasurer’s reconciled cash book  
7. June 2024 banks statements to which the treasurer’s cash book has been reconciled 
8. June 2024 general ledger printouts (ending balances only) for all City cash accounts 

 

 
    Geoffrey E. Snyder 
                                  Commissioner of Revenue 
 
                                   Sean R. Cronin 
                                   Senior Deputy Commissioner 
 
                                   Sean R. Cronin 
                                   Senior Deputy Commissioner 
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9. Copies of the reconciliations for June 2024 between the treasurer’s cash book and the 
bank statements 

10. Copies of the reconciliation for June 2024 between the treasurer’s cash book and the 
June 2024 general ledger 

 
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT you MUST furnish the herein requested documents within 60 
days of the date of this letter.    
 
The requested documents and records must be emailed to me at wagnerd@dor.state.ma.us 
and copied to Ken Woodland at woodlandk@dor.state.ma.us.  
 
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions at wagnerd@dor.state.ma.us. 
 
           Sincerely, 

 
Deborah A. Wagner 

     Director of Accounts 
 
 
 

Cc:  Tanya Wdowiak, City Auditor 
 Rory Casey, City Treasurer 
 Tessa R. Murphy-Romboletti, City Council President 
 Dr. Yadilette Rivera Colon, Vice Chair, School Committee 
 Anthony Rassias, Deputy Director of Accounts 
 Jared Curtis, Western Regional Supervisor 
 Matthew Andre, Field Representative 
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Brenna Leary <learyb@holyoke.org>

Community Outreach Meeting for Proposed Cannabis Courier and Manufacturer

m n <mattnelson1994@gmail.com> Thu, Sep 18, 2025 at 1:28 PM
To: clerks@holyoke.org

**NOTICE OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEETING**

To: City Clerk 
City of Holyoke 
Holyoke, MA 01040   

Dear City Clerk,

This notice is to inform you of a community outreach meeting regarding a proposed cannabis courier and
manufacturer. The meeting is scheduled to take place as follows:

Sept 3, 2025
5:15 pm
In the parking lot of  110 Winter St, Holyoke, MA 01040 

The purpose of this meeting is to engage with community members, share information about the proposed business,
and address any questions or concerns from residents. We encourage all interested parties to attend and participate
in this important discussion.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to fostering a positive dialogue with the community.

Sincerely, 
Matthew Nelson
CEO, Burn Bright LLC
BurnBright2022@gmail.com
+1(774)400-5965

City of Holyoke Mail - Community Outreach Meeting for Proposed Ca... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e0a4cd6e1f&view=pt&search=al...

1 of 1 9/22/2025, 8:33 AM
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IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FIVE 
 

 

 AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 2 OF THE REVISED CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 1997 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Holyoke as follows: 

SECTION 1. Division 1 entitled "Generally of Article III entitled "Departments" of 

Chapter 2 entitled "Administration" of the Revised Code of Ordinances of the City of Holyoke, 

Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, is hereby further amended: 

BY ADDING THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: 

Department of Administration and Finance. 

Section 2-291 

I. Establishment; responsibilities. 

A. The Department of Administration and Finance shall be responsible for the 

overall budgetary, financial, and personnel administration of the City. 

B. The Department shall be under the charge and control of the City's Chief 

Administrative and Financial Officer, herein referred to as the "CAFO." 

C. The Department of Administration and Finance, under the direction of the CAFO, 

shall oversee the Treasurer/Collector Department, Assessors Department, Comptroller 

Department, Purchasing Department, Human Resources Department and such other 

departments as may be placed under the direction of the CAFO by the Mayor with the 

approval of the City Council. 

D. Whenever the term "Department of Finance" appears in any general or special law 

or any ordinance, regulation, contract, or other document with reference to the City of 

Holyoke, it shall be taken to mean the Department of Administration and Finance of the 

City of Holyoke. 

E. Whenever the term "Chief Financial Officer" appears in any general or special 

law or any ordinance, regulation, contract, or other document with reference to the City 

of Holyoke, it shall be taken to mean the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer of 

the City of Holyoke. 

II. Responsibilities and Duties. 
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A. The Department of Administration and Finance, under the direction and 

management of the CAFO, shall be responsible for the overall budgetary and financial 

administration of the City, including: 

(I) Coordination, administration, and supervision of all financial departments, 

services and activities as allowed under the Charter, ordinances and state and 

federal law; 

(2) Assistance in all matters related to municipal financial affairs; 

(3) Implementation and maintenance of uniform systems, controls, and 

procedures for all financial activities in all departments, boards, commissions, 

agencies, and other units of City government, the operations of which have a 

financial impact upon the general fund and enterprise funds of the City, and 

including, but not limited to, maintenance of all financial and accounting data and 

records; 

(4) Implementation and maintenance of uniform financial data processing 

capabilities for all departments; 

(5) Supervision of all financial data processing activities; 

(6) Implementation and maintenance of uniform budget guidelines and 

procedures; 

(7) Assistance in development and preparation of all department budgets and 

spending plans; 

(8) Review of all proposed contracts, licenses, and obligations with a term in 

excess of thirty days 

(9) Monitoring of the expenditure of all funds, including periodic reporting by 

and to appropriate agencies of the status of accounts; and 

(10) Review of the spending plan for each department as provided herein. 

B. In all cases where the duty is not expressly charged to any other department or 

office, it shall be the duty of the CAFO, under the auspices of the Department of 

Administration and Finance, to promote, secure, and preserve the financial interests of 

the City. 

C. All department budgets and requests for budget transfers shall be submitted to the 

CAFO for review and recommendation by the Department of Administration and Finance 

prior to submission to the Mayor and City Council as appropriate. 

D. For each and every proposed appropriation order, and with respect to any 

proposed City Council vote necessary to effectuate a financial transfer, ordinance 

revision, or special legislation which may require the expenditure of funds or otherwise 

financially obligate the City for a period in excess of one year, or with respect to a vote to 

Page 81 of 177



3 

 

authorize a borrowing pursuant to a provision of law other than MGL c. 44, § 4, 6 or 6A, 

the CAFO shall, if it be the case, submit in writing to the Mayor and City Council a 

certification that is the CAFO's professional opinion, after an evaluation of all pertinent 

financial information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and 

revenues are and will continue to be adequate to support such proposed expenditures or 

obligations without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the existing level 

of municipal services. If the CAFO fails to provide a certification as aforementioned 

within seven (7) business days of a request for such certification from the City Council 

or Mayor, such appropriation order, financial transfer, ordinance revision, special 

legislation, or borrowing authorization may nonetheless be approved by a two-thirds 

majority of all the members of the City Council, but the absence of the certification of 

the CAFO shall be expressly noted in such order or vote. 

III. Financial Information. 

A. The CAFO shall provide the City Council in writing an assessment, analysis or 

other financial information justifying approval, whenever the City Council shall be 

requested to approve any of the following: 

(1) An expenditure which is or may be in excess of an appropriation; 

(2) A condition where an allotment is or may be exceeded; 

(3) A certification of the CAFO that the City's financial resources and revenues are 

and will continue to be adequate to support a proposed expenditure or obligation pursuant 

to the terms set forth in this article; or 

(4) Any actions with respect to temporary or permanent indebtedness. 

B. With respect to any year in which a loan remains outstanding, on or before July 1, 

the CAFO shall submit to the State Director of Accounts (Director) a pro-forma tax rate 

recapitulation for the following fiscal year. The Director shall ascertain whether the City 

budget for that fiscal year contains reasonable revenues from taxation and other sources 

to meet the appropriations and other amounts required by law to be raised under MGL c. 

59, § 23, and the Director shall report their conclusion to the Commissioner of Revenue. 

C. With respect to any such year, upon submission of the annual tax rate 

recapitulation, the Director shall also ascertain whether the City budget for that fiscal 

year contains reasonable revenues from taxation and other sources to meet the 

appropriations and other amounts required by law to be raised under MGL c. 59, § 23, 

and the Director shall report their conclusion to the Commissioner. If the Commissioner 

determines that the City budget as presented on the pro-forma or annual tax rate 

recapitulation would not permit certification of the tax rate for the applicable fiscal year, 

they shall certify this determination in writing and provide notice of this determination 

with a copy of the certificate to the Secretary of Administration and Finance. 

IV. Requests for information from School Department. 
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A. The CAFO and the Director of Internal Audit shall make reasonable efforts to 

comply with all reasonable requests of the School Department to provide information 

relating to the operation of the School Department held within the authority or control of 

their offices. 

B. If the CAFO, the Director of Internal Audit, or any employee thereof refuses to 

provide such information or engages in unreasonable delay, the School Department shall 

notify the Mayor and School Committee that the CAFO, Director of Internal Audit, or 

other employee has not made a good faith effort to provide said information in a timely 

manner. The Mayor and School Committee shall, within a reasonable time but no longer 

than thirty (30) calendar days, with the possibility of an extension, make a 

determination that any such information shall be provided to the School Department, 

which shall be binding upon the CAFO, the Director of Internal Audit, and the School 

Department. Nothing in this subsection shall abrogate any of the other powers or duties 

of the School Committee under Chapter 71 of the General Laws. 

V. Composition of financial activities. 

A. The Department of Administration and Finance shall consist of the CAFO and 

such other personnel as from time to time may be approved by the City Council and 

Mayor for the proper execution and fulfillment of his/her duties and responsibilities. 

B. The CAFO shall be responsible for overseeing and coordinating the work and 

administrative activities of those employees in the departments reporting to them, as well 

as those positions and departments placed under the direction of the CAFO by the Mayor. 

C. All City departments, employees, officials, boards, commissions, agencies, and 

other units of City government, including the School Department, shall cooperate with 

the CAFO in the performance of their duties under this article. They shall furnish any 

information or other records requested by the CAFO within a reasonable period of time 

but no longer than thirty (30) calendar days, with the possibility of an extension, except 

as otherwise prohibited by law. Any official who intentionally violates the provisions 

of this article by failing to cooperate with the CAFO may be subject to appropriate 

discipline. The Mayor shall have exclusive disciplinary authority hereunder unless 

otherwise disclosed by the Mayor who may transfer said authority to the CAFO so long 

as the transfer is in a writing available to the public. For the purposes of this article, the 

word "official" shall mean a chair, head or employee of a City department, board, 

commission, or committee, temporary or acting, but shall not be construed to include 

the Mayor or the members of the City Council or School Committee. 

VI. Consolidation of financial activities. 

A. All City financial activities shall be consolidated and transferred to the 

appropriate department under the City Charter or ordinance as established by the City 

Council subject to the provisions of the Charter. For purposes of this article, the phrase 

"financial activities" shall mean all duties, responsibilities, tasks, jobs, or employment 

positions within or assigned to any City department, board, commission, agency, or other 
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unit of City government which substantially involve one or more of the following: 

accounting, auditing, billing, borrowing or leasing, budgeting, collecting, data 

processing, payroll, and payments. The CAFO shall further review and reevaluate the 

financial activities of the City and make recommendations to the Mayor and City Council for 

their approval for such additional consolidations or transfers of financial activities as appropriate 

to promote the fiscal stability of the City. 

B. To the extent that personnel performing financial activities as defined herein 

devote all or a substantial portion of their employment activities to matters related 

primarily to a particular department, board, commission, agency, or other unit of City 

government, and such personnel are not paid from, or their employment expenses not 

charged to, the appropriation of such department, board, commission, agency, or other 

unit of City government, the CAFO is authorized to and shall devise a reasonable 

"charge-back" system so as to provide for the recovery from the appropriation of such 

department, board, commission, agency or other unit of City government of the full 

employment expenses of the aforementioned personnel. 

VII. Stabilization funds. 

A. The City shall maintain all stabilization and reserve funds required by ordinance 

and state law. 

VIII. Expenditures in excess of appropriations; personal liability. 

No official of the City, except in the case of all emergency involving the health or safety 

of the people or their property, shall intentionally expend in any fiscal year any sum in 

excess of such official's departmental appropriation duly made in accordance with law, 

nor commit the City to any obligation for the future payment of money in excess of such 

appropriations. Any official who intentionally violates this section may be personally 

liable to the City for any amounts expended in excess of all appropriation to the extent 

that the City does not recover such amounts from the person or persons to whom such 

sums were paid. The Trial Court of the Commonwealth or a single justice of the Supreme 

Judicial Court shall have jurisdiction to adjudicate claims brought by the City hereunder 

and to order such relief as the Court may find appropriate to prevent further violations of 

this section. Any official who violates the provisions of this section shall be subject to 

removal. For purposes of this section, the word "official" shall mean a City department 

head, temporary or acting, and all municipal boards, committees, and commissions which 

recommend, authorize, or approve the expenditure of funds. However, the word "official" 

shall not be construed to mean the Mayor or the members of the City Council or School 

Committee. 

Section 2-292 - Chief Administration and Financial Officer. 

I. Appointment, removal, term, qualifications, and requirements of CAFO. 

A. The Chief Administrative and Financial Officer shall report to and be 

under the direction of the Mayor. The Mayor shall appoint, subject to 

confirmation by a majority of the City Council, the CAFO for a term of not 
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more than three years. Before entering upon the duties of the office, the person 

shall be sworn to faithfully discharge the duties thereof by the Clerk of the City 

of Holyoke. 

B. The CAFO shall be appointed solely on the basis of administrative and 

executive qualifications, and shall be especially fitted by education, training, and 

seven to ten years’ previous successful senior level financial management 

experience to perform the duties of the office and shall hold no less than a 

bachelor's degree in a financially related field from an accredited college or 

university. A master’s degree in business administration, accounting or finance 

degree preferred. 

C. Under the policy direction of the Mayor, the CAFO shall function with 

considerable independence and be directly accountable for his or her actions. The 

CAFO shall be sufficiently bonded. 

D. The CAFO need not be a resident of the City or Commonwealth when 

appointed, but shall become a resident of the City no later than the end of the 

first contract term to the extent required by law. In the event of a failure to 

become a resident of the City within two years after appointment, an extension 

may be granted by a majority of the City Council. 

E. The CAFO may be removed for cause by the Mayor subject to the 

approval of the City Council. Such removal shall be approved by a two-thirds 

majority of all the members of the City Council. Prior to any vote of the 

Council, the CAFO may request to be heard in an executive session and upon 

request, the President of the City Council shall schedule an executive session 

that shall exclude the Mayor. Said executive session shall take place on a 

date other than one already scheduled for a regular or special Council 

meeting.  

II. Selection of CAFO. 

A. When the office of the CAFO is vacant or will become vacant, the Mayor 

shall initiate the selection process by giving notice of his/her intent to establish a 

"screening committee" to review applicants for the position. The Mayor shall send 

a copy of the notice to each agency or officer responsible for appointing persons 

to serve on the screening committee. 

B. The Mayor shall appoint a screening committee no later than 21 days after 

sending the notice. No screening committee is required if the Mayor reappoints an 

incumbent CAFO. 

C. The screening committee shall consist of seven members. The City 

Council shall appoint two persons, and Director of Internal Audit shall appoint 

one person to serve on the screening committee. The Mayor shall appoint four 

other members to the screening committee, two of whom shall have expertise 

in municipal management specifically in the areas of finance and/or personnel 
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management. 

D. The screening committee shall recommend to the Mayor the names of not 

less than two nor more than five candidates whom it believes to be best suited to 

perform the duties of the CAFO. If the screening committee determines that there 

are not at least two candidates qualified to perform the duties of CAFO, the 

screening committee shall report to the Mayor that it is unable to complete its 

assigned task. In that event, the Mayor shall direct the screening committee to reopen the 

search. 

E. In the absence of a Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, or while 

the process of appointing a CAFO is proceeding, the Mayor may appoint an 

Acting CAFO for a term of no more than 60 days. 

III. Powers and duties of CAFO; violations and penalties. 

A. The CAFO shall cause the laws of the Commonwealth and the ordinances, 

orders, and regulations of the City to be executed and enforced by the officers 

under the direction of the CAFO. The CAFO shall exercise and have direct 

responsibility for the organization, administration and management of the 

following: 

(1) Coordination, administration, and supervision of all financial services and 

activities as set out by ordinance, charter, or state and federal law; 

(2) Assistance in all matters related to municipal financial affairs; 

(3) Implementation and maintenance of uniform systems, controls, and 

procedures for all financial activities in all departments, boards, commissions, 

agencies, or other units of City government, the operations of which have a 

financial impact upon the general fund and enterprise funds of the City, and 

including, but not limited to, maintenance of all financial and accounting data and 

records; 

(4) Implementation and maintenance of uniform financial data processing 

capabilities for all departments; 

(5) Supervision of all financial and information technology and data 

processing activities; overseeing all management information systems; making 

recommendations for improvements and implementation of appropriate policies; 

(6) Implementation and maintenance of uniform budget guidelines and 

procedures. 

(7) Direction, guidance and assistance in development and preparation of all 

department budgets and spending plans; establishing and overseeing budget 

processes from developing instructions and setting deadlines to providing 

recommendations. 

(8) Coordination of the development of strategic financial goals; 
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(9) Review and approval of all proposed contracts and obligations with a term 

in excess of one year; 

(10) Monitoring of the expenditure of all funds, including periodic reporting by 

and to appropriate agencies on the status of accounts; 

(11) Review of the spending plan for each department; reviewing all revenues 

collected and making recommendations concerning fees, charges, enterprise fund 

rates as well as new sources of revenue; 

(12) Providing for the allotment of funds on a periodic basis as provided for in 

this article. 

B. In all cases where the duty is not expressly charged to any other 

department or office, it shall be the duty of the CAFO to promote, secure, and 

preserve the financial interests of the City. 

C. All department budgets and requests for budget transfers shall be 

submitted to the CAFO for review and recommendation before submission to the 

Mayor and City Council as appropriate. For each proposed appropriation order, 

and with respect to any proposed City Council vote necessary to effectuate a 

financial transfer, ordinance revision, or special legislation which may require the 

expenditure of funds or otherwise financially obligate the City for a period in 

excess of one year, or with respect to a vote to authorize a borrowing pursuant to a 

provision of law other than MGL c. 44, § 4, 6, or 6A, the CAFO shall, if it be the 

case, submit in writing to the Mayor and City Council a certification that it is the 

CAFO's professional opinion, after an evaluation of all pertinent financial 

information reasonably available, that the City's financial resources and revenues 

are and will continue to be adequate to support such proposed expenditures or 

obligations without a detrimental impact on the continuous provision of the 

existing level of municipal services. 

D. If the CAFO fails to provide the certification in Subsection C above within 

seven (7) business days after a request for such certification from the City 

Council or Mayor, the appropriation order, financial transfer, ordinance revision, 

or borrowing authorization may nonetheless be approved by a two-thirds majority 

of all the members of the City Council, but only if the absence of the certification 

of the CAFO is expressly documented in that order or vote. 

E. All departments, officers, boards, commissions, agencies, and other units 

of the City shall submit budget requests to the Mayor upon the schedule and in the 

form established by the CAFO. 

F. On or before March 30 of each year, the CAFO shall submit to the Mayor 

and City Council a four-year financial plan and a five-year capital plan that 

includes all capital needs of the City. 

G. The Board of Assessors, Treasurer/Collector, Comptroller, Director of 

Purchasing, Human Resources Director, and employees performing similar duties 
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but with different titles shall report to and be under the direction of the CAFO on 

a day to day basis. 

H. The Board of Assessors and Treasurer/Collector shall be appointed by a 

majority vote of the City Council and may be removed for cause by a two-thirds 

majority of all the members of the City Council. The Comptroller and Director of 

Purchasing shall be appointed by the CAFO and approved by the Mayor, subject 

to confirmation by a majority vote and may be removed for cause by a two-thirds 

majority of all the members of the City Council upon recommendation of the 

CAFO. 

I. The CAFO shall appoint the Human Resources Director subject to 

confirmation by the City Council. The CAFO shall supervise the Human 

Resources Director and assist in all aspects of the City's human resource and 

employee relations functions, including establishing and maintaining impartial 

and uniform personnel policies, job classifications, compensation, and benefits. 

The CAFO will oversee and coordinate budgets for insurance or self-insurance 

plans, including health, accident, life, and other forms of insurance, including 

workers' compensation and unemployment compensation. 

J. The CAFO shall be responsible for overseeing all aspects of the City's 

labor- management activities. Working with the Mayor, City Solicitor, and Human 

Resources Director, the CAFO will provide professional guidance and oversee 

and coordinate all strategies, negotiations, and settlements regarding collective 

bargaining, grievance/arbitration, and all matters related to the promotion and 

maintenance of a harmonious labor-management relationship. The CAFO shall 

have the final decision-making authority on personnel matters involving the 

expenditure of funds subject to the final approval of the Mayor. 

K. The CAFO shall work in conjunction with the City Solicitor and the City's 

labor counsel to support all collective bargaining sessions with the unions in the 

City excluding all school department unions. The CAFO, along with the Mayor, 

will establish bargaining strategy and assign the members of the bargaining 

negotiating team. The CAFO shall cost out every bargaining proposal for both 

sides to determine if proposals are sustainable. Before any agreement is reached 

between the City and any City union, there must be consent of the CAFO before 

the Mayor shall be allowed to agree to the proposal. The CAFO is expected to 

attend all City Council meetings and committee meetings to explain their 

reasoning for supporting a final proposal. No agreement will be considered to 

have final approval until a vote of the City Council approving the appropriation 

needed for any agreement. 

L. In the event there is a dispute between the Mayor and CAFO and both 

parties are unable to resolve the matter, the City Council President shall meet with 

the parties to review the matter and make a recommendation to both parties. The 

CAFO and the Mayor agree to accept the recommendation of the City Council 

President provided it is not in violation of any state, local, or federal law. Should 
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an agreement not be reached, the matter shall be decided in an executive session 

of the City Council by a two-thirds majority of all its members. 

M. The CAFO shall not assume the duties or responsibilities of any position 

appointed by the City Council. The CAFO shall provide their full efforts to the 

position and shall not hold any elective office or engage in any other business or 

occupation. 

N. If the CAFO finds, after receiving such information and report from the 

Director of Internal Audit or other appointee of the City Council, and after notice 

and opportunity for hearing, that an officer or employee of any unit of City 

government has refused information or access to the office of the Director of 

Internal Audit or other appointee of the City Council, or knowingly or through 

neglect provided false information to the Director, the officer or employee shall 

be individually and personally subject to a civil fine of $300 per violation, per 

day, until the violation is cured. This fine shall by payable to the general fund of 

the City. 

O. The CAFO and all of their appointees and/or reports shall be subject to the 

Charter and all the ordinances of the City of Holyoke. The CAFO shall at the 

request of the City Council give it such information in writing as it may require in 

relation to any matter, act or thing connected with his/her office or employment 

or with the discharge of the duties thereof. 

Section 2-293 - Comptroller. 

I. Appointment and term; oath; qualifications. 

A. There shall be in the City the Office of Comptroller. The Office of Comptroller 

will be part of the Department of Administration and Finance. The Chief Administrative 

and Financial Officer shall appoint, with the confirmation of the City Council and 

approval of the Mayor, a Comptroller a term up to but not exceeding three years, solely 

on the basis of administrative and executive qualifications. The Comptroller shall report 

to and be under the direction of the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer, who may 

recommend removal of the Comptroller for cause. Such removal shall be approved by a 

two-thirds majority of all the members of the City Council. The CAFO may also serve as 

the Comptroller. In the event the CAFO also serves as Comptroller then they shall not 

require further confirmation by the City Council. Prior to the appointment of any  

Comptroller, the CAFO shall make an evaluation to determine if the position is  

warranted on a full-time, regular basis or if the position should be consolidated under the 

duties of the CAFO. 

B. The person appointed Comptroller shall be qualified to hold or obtain certification 

as a public accountant, management accountant, government financial officer, or 

government accountant. Such certification shall be obtained during their first contract 

term. They shall have sufficient accounting experience and shall be a graduate of an 

accredited college or university, with a degree in accounting, or business administration. 
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They shall be especially suited by education, training, and experience to perform the 

duties of the office. 

II. Annual review of Comptroller. 

The Comptroller shall present his/her annual goals to the Chief Administrative and 

Financial Officer by January of each year. 

III. Access to books and documents. 

The Comptroller shall, so far as may be necessary for the proper performance of their 

duties, have access to all books, documents, and vouchers in the possession of any party 

whose accounts they are authorized to examine, and which relate to such accounts. 

IV. Books of accounts. 

The Comptroller shall keep proper books of accounts in which they shall charge against 

their appropriations all claims approved by them, and shall keep such other accounts as 

they may deem advisable. 

V. Powers and duties of Comptroller. 

A. The Comptroller shall have the powers and duties of a City Auditor under MGL c. 

41, §§ 51 to 54A, inclusive. MGL c. 41, § 50, shall also apply to the Comptroller to the 

extent that it does not conflict with the duties of the Director of Internal Audit under 

Section 2-131, and this article and other duties and powers as provided herein. 

B. The Comptroller shall have the authority to hire, fire, discipline, and manage 

personnel under the Comptroller's direction. Employees of the Comptroller's Office shall 

be especially fitted by education, training and experience to assist in the performance of 

the duties of the office. 

VI. Transfer of accounts. 

The Comptroller may transfer from the accounts of any department any funding not 

projected to be necessary due to position vacancies or operating efficiencies developed 

during a fiscal year. This transfer shall be into a central holding account which shall 

expire on June 30 of each fiscal year. If a vacant position is filled after such a transfer, the 

Comptroller may reverse the portion of the transfer associated with that position to ensure 

sufficient funding in the relevant department. 

VII. Requests for information; annual reporting. 

A. The Comptroller shall provide an oral or written assessment, or both, as the City 

Council may request, of the current and future financial impact of the cost of any 

proposed appropriation order, lease arrangement for a term in excess of thirty days, 

collective bargaining agreement, or borrowing authorization, particularly, but not limited 

to, as such cost item would relate to the continuous provision of the existing level of 

municipal services. 

B. To the extent reasonable, this assessment shall include such analysis or other 
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information of a financial nature as is necessary to justify the approval of the City Council. 

The Comptroller shall provide this assessment and analysis as the Comptroller's professional 

opinion and the Comptroller shall not be obliged to represent the position of the Mayor or the Chief 

Administrative and Financial Officer. 

VIII Notice of exhaustion of appropriation. 

Whenever any appropriation for any department has been exhausted, it shall be the duty 

of the Comptroller to notify the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer and head of 

such department of the fact in writing, and thereafter no further liability shall be incurred 

by the department until an additional appropriation has been made therefor. 

IX Capital projects. 

A. No funds may be expended for any capital project except from funds specifically 

appropriated for such project. In the case of any project which is recommended by the 

Board of Public Works, the initial appropriation, therefore shall not exceed the estimate 

furnished to the City Council by such board; but nothing in this section shall prevent the 

City Council from making subsequent additional appropriations for such project upon the 

recommendation of the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer. 

B. No funds appropriated for any capital project may be expended for any other 

project not included in the appropriation order. On completion of each project for which 

an appropriation was granted, any unexpended funds shall revert to the account from 

which they were originally appropriated. 

C. The terms "capital project" and "project," as used in this section, mean any project 

for which bond funds may be expended under the laws of the Commonwealth. 

Appropriations to any such capital project may be made from bond funds, from the 

General Fund, or may be included in the annual budget. All departments performing 

work subject to this section shall keep their accounts for such work in accordance with 

procedures prescribed by the Comptroller. 

X Custody of contracts. 

The original copy of all written contracts shall be deposited with the Comptroller and one 

copy with the City Clerk within one week after their execution; and the City Clerk shall 

keep the contract or copy on file, open to public inspection during business hours and 

made available electronically on the city website at all times. 

XI Contracts exceeding $25,000. 

In all cases where the amount of any contract made with the City shall exceed $25,000, 

the contract shall be in writing, shall be approved by the Comptroller as to available 

appropriation, and shall be signed by the Mayor and a majority of the committee, 

commission, or board in charge of the work on the part of the City, and after being signed 

by the parties, no such contract shall be altered in any particular unless a majority of such 

committee, commission, or board shall signify their assent thereto in writing, under their 

respective signatures, indorsed on such contract, and approved by the Mayor. 
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XII Approval of claims. 

No claim shall be paid by the Treasurer/Collector unless it shall have been approved by 

the City Comptroller. 

XIII Mayor's order required for payment of claims. 

No money shall be drawn out of the City Treasury without the written order of the Mayor. 

The Mayor, and in case of his absence or inability, the acting Mayor, is authorized to 

draw orders on the Treasurer/Collector for the payment of all accounts and claims 

allowed and certified by the City Comptroller. 

XIV Department heads to certify and forward bills to Comptroller. 

Heads of departments shall certify to the correctness of all bills incurred by them and, 

after approval thereof by the committee, commission, or board authorized to approve 

their department expenditures, shall forward the same without delay to the Comptroller 

not later than the fourth day of each month. 

XV Filing of claims with Comptroller; transmission to Collector. 

All departments of the City government shall file with the Comptroller itemized bills, 

duly approved, of all claims as they become due the City in the several departments, 

giving full names and addresses of the debtor. The Comptroller shall examine and record 

such claims and transmit them to the City Collector for collection. 

XVI Claims uncollectible by Treasurer/ Collector. 

Copies of all claims which the Treasurer/ Collector refers to the City Solicitor shall be 

filed with the Comptroller. 

XVII Payroll. 

Sec. 2-315. – Further clarification of the scope of the Comptroller. 

No employee of any department of the city including but not limited to the police 

department, fire department, and department of public works shall perform a payroll 

function without the express approval of the Comptroller and CAFO. These functions are 

reserved to the Department of Administration and Finance. The Comptroller and CAFO 

shall ensure the uniform and effective administration of payroll under standardized and 

generally acceptable practices that protect the fiscal integrity of the city resources. 

XVIII Subject to the City Charter and Ordinances. 

The Comptroller shall be subject to the Charter and all the ordinances of the City of 

Holyoke. The Comptroller shall at the request of the City Council give it such 

information in writing as it may require in relation to any matter, act or thing connected 

with the office or employment or with the discharge of the duties thereof. 

BY STRIKING THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 
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Section 2-101 Bond; Section 2-102 Duties generally; Section 2-103 Collection of 

Assessments, Claims and Demands Section 2-104; Keeping account with collector of 

taxes; Section 2-105 Sufficiency of appropriation for payment of draft or order; Section 

2-106 Custody of bonds of officials; Section 2-107 Statements and reports to City 

Council; Section 2-108 Deposits for care of burial places – generally; Section 2-109 

Same-Filing of instrument declaring purpose of which funds to be applied; Section 2-110 

Same-Collection of income; investments; Section 2-11 Same-Distribution of income from 

deposits; Section 2-112 Same-Responsibility for funds; enforcing proper expenditure of 

income; Section 2-113 Assistant City Treasurer – appointment and term. 

BY REPLACING THE STRICKEN SECTIONS WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

SECTION 2. Division 3 entitled "Treasurer/Collector" of Article III entitled "Officers 

and Employees generally of Chapter 2 entitled "Administration shall be amended as 

follows: 

Section 2-101-Treasurer and Collector of Taxes. 

I Appointment and term; oath; qualifications 

A. The present Treasurer/Collector shall hold their office during the term for which 

they are appointed. 

B. During the month of January and each third year thereafter, and whenever a 

vacancy may occur, the City Council shall appoint by majority vote, a 

Treasurer/Collector, and the incumbent Treasurer/Collector shall continue in office for a 

term of three years from the first day of the current January and until his/her successor is 

appointed and qualified. The Treasurer/Collector may be reappointed to successive terms. 

C. Before entering upon the duties of his/her office, the Treasurer/Collector shall be 

sworn to the faithful discharge thereof. 

D. The person appointed Treasurer/Collector shall be a graduate of an accredited 

college or university, with a degree in accounting, public administration or business 

administration. Under special circumstances, relevant education and certification by the 

Massachusetts Treasurer and Collector Association can be accepted in lieu of a degree. 

E. The Treasurer/Collector shall obtain and maintain certification from the 

Massachusetts Treasurer and Collector Association within (36) thirty-six months. 

F. The Treasurer/Collector may be removed upon the recommendation of the CAFO 

and by a two-thirds majority of all the members of the City Council. 

Section 2-102 - Annual review of Treasurer/Collector. 

The Treasurer/Collector shall present his/her annual goals to the Chief Administrative 

and Financial Officer by January of each year. A copy of the final approved goals shall 

then be provided to the City Council. 
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Section 2-103 - Duties of Treasurer/Collector. 

A. There is hereby established the position of Treasurer and the position of Collector 

of Taxes. Their duties and responsibilities shall be as set forth in Massachusetts General 

Laws, as amended, and as said laws may from time to time be amended, including, but 

not limited to, MGL c. 41, §§ 35 to 43A, and c. 60 inclusive, and in addition thereto, such 

powers and duties as provided for herein and elsewhere in the City ordinances. Wherever 

references to "Treasurer" or "City Tax Collector" appear in the ordinances, they are to be 

construed to mean the "Treasurer/Collector" 

B. The Treasurer/Collector shall have the authority to hire, fire, discipline, and 

manage personnel under the Treasurer/Collector's direction. Employees of the 

Treasurer/Collector's Office shall be especially fitted by education, training and 

experience to assist in the performance of the duties of the office. 

Section 2-104. Bond; Deposit in Banks; Safe Deposit of Documents; Delivery to 

Successor. 

A. The Treasurer/Collector shall give bond in such sum as the law of the 

commonwealth shall require, for the faithful performance of the duties of their office. The 

premium for such bond shall be paid for by the city and such bond shall be put into the 

custody of the city clerk. 

B. As Treasurer, they shall keep their cash balances of all funds, monies, and 

accounts belonging to or held by the City in trust or otherwise, on deposit in a bank or 

banks, and such balances shall be deposited at interest so far as is consistent with 

financial safety. They may, with the approval of the Mayor, call for bids for the deposit of 

the City's funds for any period, but they shall be under no obligation to accept any bid 

submitted in response thereto. It shall be the policy of the Treasurer/Collector that City 

funds shall not be deposited in any bank owing back taxes to the City of Holyoke. 

C. As Treasurer/Collector, they shall cause all books, vouchers, papers, and 

documents under their care and belonging to or held by the City to be deposited and kept 

in a fireproof vault or safe and shall promptly deliver over to their successor in office all 

books, vouchers, papers, documents and other property belonging to that office. 

Section 2-105. Assistant and deputy 

The Treasurer/Collector shall, with the approval of the CAFO and subject to 

appropriation by the City Council, appoint at any time an Assistant Treasurer/Collector, 

who shall assist the Treasurer/Collector in the performance of their duties and who shall 

perform all the duties of that officer in his/her absence. The Assistant Treasurer/Collector 

shall, when appointed, be sworn to the faithful performance of their duties and shall give 

a bond to the City in a sum and with surety or sureties approved by the City Council for 

such faithful performance thereof. 

Section 2-106. Care and custody of funds. 

Page 94 of 177



16 

 

As Treasurer/Collector, they shall receive, receipt for, and have the care and custody of 

all funds and moneys of the City, the care and custody of which is not otherwise provided 

for by law or ordinance and also of all other funds, moneys, securities, and property 

which are now or may hereafter be committed to their charge by virtue of any statute or 

ordinance or by virtue of any gift, devise, bequest, or deposit. 

Section 2-107 - Accounts of receipts and expenditures. 

The Treasurer/Collector shall keep, in books provided for that purpose, a true and 

accurate account of all his/her receipts and expenditures, such accounts to conform to the 

uniform system of accounting approved by the Massachusetts Department of Revenue, 

and, as nearly as may be without violation of this provision, to the system of accounts 

kept by the Auditor of Accounts. 

Section 2-108 - Payment of drafts, orders and warrant; check signing methods. 

A. The Treasurer/Collector shall pay all drafts, orders, and warrants directed to them 

in accordance with the provisions of these ordinances or of the laws of the 

commonwealth for the payment of bills, accounts, and claims against the City and shall, 

on presentation of the evidence of such indebtedness, pay any sum of money due on the 

principal or interest of any note, bond, or other security of the City or on any execution 

against the City. 

B. The City Treasurer/Collector is authorized, with appropriate security safeguards 

as established by the Director of Internal Audit and CAFO, to use a check- signing 

machine and/or an electronic signature for the purpose of affixing their signature to City 

checks. 

Section 2-109 - Collection of rents, assessments, bills, claims, accounts, and demands. 

It shall be his/her duty as Treasurer/Collector to collect and receive all rents and 

assessments which may be due the City, and all bills, claims, accounts, and other 

demands against all persons indebted to the City, when such bills, claims, accounts, or 

other demands are duly delivered to them for collection, and the receipt of the 

Treasurer/Collector shall be deemed the only sufficient and valid discharge of any debt 

due the City, except as otherwise provided by law or ordinance. For the purpose of such 

collection, the Treasurer/Collector shall have and is hereby given authority to bring suit 

or other appropriate legal action in the name of the City. 

Section 2-110 - Summary Reports and Monthly Summary. 

A The Treasurer/Collector shall file with the City Council a summary of the tax title 

account, said summary to reflect name, address, and tax outstanding, upon request. 

B. The Treasurer/Collector shall file with the City Council a report of deposits and 

investments of municipal funds, upon request. This report will list transactions, dollar 

amounts, and banking institutions. 
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C. The Comptroller and Treasurer/Collector shall file monthly with the City Council, 

for the City Council meeting held on the third Tuesday of each month a statement of 

revenue and a statement of expenditures of the City of Holyoke for the previous month. 

Section 2-111 - Deposits for care of burial places - Generally. 

The Treasurer/Collector may receive, hold, and apply any funds, money, or securities 

deposited with them as Treasurer/Collector for the preservation, care, improvement, or 

embellishment of any public or private burial places situated in the city or of burial lots 

situated in such burial places, in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L.A. c. 114, § 19, 

or acts supplementary thereto or amendatory thereof. 

Section 2-112- Same-Filing of instrument declaring purpose for which funds to be 

applied. 

The depositor shall, at the time of making the deposits provided for in section 2-108, file 

with the Treasurer/Collector a copy of the instrument which declares the purpose for 

which the funds, money or securities so deposited is intended to be applied. 

Section 2-113 - Collection of income; investments; Distribution of income from deposits; 

Responsibility for funds; enforcing proper expenditure of income. 

A. The Treasurer/Collector shall collect and receive the income from any funds, 

money, or securities deposited under the provisions of this division, and shall deposit all 

money received in savings banks of Massachusetts or invest the same in securities in 

which savings banks of Massachusetts are authorized to invest. 

B. The income received from the funds, money, or securities deposited under the 

provisions of this division shall be paid by the Treasurer/Collector each year to the 

financial officer of the respective associations in which are situated the burial lots, or 

burial places, designated by the respective depositors, the same to be expended and 

applied as directed in the instruments filed by the depositors, and the payment of such 

money to such officers shall release the city and any officer thereof from any further 

liability. 

C. Neither the city nor any officer thereof shall be responsible for any funds, money, 

or securities deposited under the provisions of this division except for willful negligence 

or default, but the Treasurer/Collector may enforce in his/her own name the proper 

expenditure and application of the incoming arising from such funds, money or securities. 

SECTION 3. Division 4 entitled "City Auditor" of Article II entitled "Officers and 

Employees Generally" in Chapter 2 entitled "Administration" shall be amended as 

follows: 

BY STRIKING THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 

Section 2-131 Duties generally; Section 2-132 Notice of exhaustion of appropriation; 

Section 2-133 Statement of condition of accounts; 2-134 Auditing of accounts of water 
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department; Section 2-135 Auditing of accounts of Gas & Electric Department; Section 

2-136 Assistant City Auditor; Section 2-137 Monthly report of interdepartmental transfer 

of funds 

BY REPLACING THE STRICKEN SECTIONS WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

Section 2-131 Director of Internal Audit - Appointment and term; oath; qualifications. 

A. The present Auditor shall hold their office during the term for which they have 

been appointed. 

B. During the month of January and each third year· thereafter, and whenever a 

vacancy may occur, the City Council shall appoint by majority vote, a Director of 

Internal Audit, and the incumbent Director of Internal Audit shall continue in office for a 

term of three years from the first day of the current January and until their successor is 

appointed and qualified. The Director of Internal Audit may be reappointed to successive 

terms. 

C. Before entering upon the duties of their office, the Director of Internal Audit shall 

be sworn to the faithful discharge thereof. 

D. The person appointed Director of Internal Audit shall have sufficient finance or 

auditing experience and shall be a graduate of an accredited college or university, with a 

bachelor’s degree or higher in accounting, finance, or business administration. A certified 

public accountant preferred. They shall be especially suited by education, training, and 

experience to perform the duties of the office. 

E. The Director of Internal Audit may be removed for cause upon the 

recommendation of the Mayor, with the approval of the City Council for cause with by a 

two-thirds majority vote of all the members of the City Council. 

F. Annual review of Director of Internal Audit - The Director of Internal Audit shall 

present their annual goals to the City Council by September 30 of each year. By 

November 1, the Finance Committee of the City Council shall conduct an annual review 

of the performance of the Director of Internal Audit, with a report to the full Council by 

January 1. 

Section 2-132. Access to books and documents. 

The Director of Internal Audit shall have access to all books, documents, and vouchers in 

the possession of any City department or any other party whose accounts they are 

authorized to examine, and which relate to such accounts. 

Section 2-133. Duties of Director of Internal Audit. 

A. The Director of Internal Audit shall have the powers and duties of a city auditor 

under MGL c. 41, §§ 50 and 53, inclusive, and in addition thereto, such powers and 

duties as provided for herein and elsewhere in the City ordinances. Wherever references 
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to "City Auditor" appear in the ordinances, they are to be construed to mean the "Director 

of Internal Audit" unless otherwise noted as pertaining to the Comptroller. 

B. The Director of Internal Audit shall have the authority to hire, fire, discipline, and 

manage personnel under the Director's direction. 

C. The Director of Internal Audit shall examine or cause to be examined the 

financial and other records of the City and its departments, including the City retirement 

system and any other audits or reviews as determined necessary by the Director of 

Internal Audit. The Director shall conduct or cause to be conducted both financial and 

performance audits to prevent and detect waste, fraud, and abuse and to improve the 

efficiency, effectiveness, and quality of public services provided in and by the City. 

Department heads are encouraged to use the resources of the Director of Internal Audit. 

The Director of Internal Audit shall serve as an ex-officio member of the Holyoke 

Retirement Board. 

D. The Director of Internal Audit shall, on or before March 30 of each year, propose 

to the City Council an audit plan for the following fiscal year, which shall be reviewed 

and accepted by the City Council, subject to modification by majority vote. The audit 

plan may be filed, considered, modified, and approved in an Executive Session of the 

City Council if public reviews, consideration, modification, or approval would negatively 

impact the ability of the Director to execute the audit plan. 

E. The Director of Internal Audit shall maintain an ethics and compliance hotline for 

the City of Holyoke as outlined in Ordinance 2-71. This hotline should be made available 

to the public and to City employees to enable them to report fraud, waste, and abuse. 

F. No employee, officer, board, commission, agency, or other unit of the City 

government, including the School Department, shall interfere with any audit or review 

conducted by the Director of Internal Audit or his/her staff. 

G. If, during an audit or review, the Director of Internal Audit becomes aware of 

abuse or illegal acts or indications of such acts, the Director of Internal Audit shall report 

the irregularities to the appropriate law enforcement authorities, elected officials, and/or 

state officials. 

Section 2-134. Requests for information. 

All officers and employees of officers, boards, commissions, agencies, and other units of 

City government, including the School Department, shall comply with all requests for 

information or access to system and records by any employee of the Director of Internal 

Audit acting in an official capacity. If any such officer or employee refuses to provide or 

engages in unreasonable delay in providing information or access, or knowingly or 

through neglect provides false or misleading information, the Director of Internal Audit 

may bring to the Chief Administrative and Financial Officer and/or Mayor an 

administrative complaint against that employee or officer. 
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If the Chief Administrative and Finance Officer finds, after notice and opportunity for 

hearing, that the officer or employee refused information or access to the office of the 

Director of Internal Audit or knowingly or through neglect provided false information, 

the employee or officer shall be individually and personally subject to a civil fine of $300 

per violation per day until the violation is cured. This fund shall be payable to the general 

fund of the City. 

Notwithstanding any law, contract or collective bargaining agreement to the contrary, a 

violation of this section shall be just cause for termination. 

Section 2-135. Requests for Information by School Department. 

The Director of Internal Audit shall make reasonable efforts to comply with reasonable 

requests of the School Department to provide any information relating to the operation of 

the School Department held within the authority or control of the Director of Internal 

Audit. If the Director of Internal Audit or any employee of the Director refuses to provide 

such information or engages in unreasonable delay, the School Department shall notify 

the City Council. The City Council shall, within a reasonable time, make a determination 

that any such information be provided to the School Department, which shall be binding 

on the Director of Internal Audit and the School Department. Nothing in this section shall 

abrogate any of the other powers or duties of the School Committee under Chapter 71 of 

the General Laws. 

Section 2-136. Use of outside firms. 

A. The Director of Internal Audit shall ensure that an independent audit of the City is 

conducted on an annual basis. 

B. The Director of Internal Audit, subject to appropriation, may retain the assistance 

of audit firms and others in the conduct of the work of the Director's office. 

Section 2-137. Disability or vacancy in office. 

If by reason of illness, absence, or other cause the Director of Internal Audit is 

temporarily unable to perform the duties of his/her office, the Assistant Director of 

Internal Audit shall assume said office for a term not to exceed 90 days or until such 

disability ceases. If a vacancy occurs in the office of Director of Internal Audit, the City 

Council may appoint an Acting Director of Internal Audit, who shall perform the duties 

of such office until such vacancy is filled as provided for in these ordinances. 

Section 2-138. Legal Counsel to the City Council and Department of Internal Audit. 

The Director of Internal Audit shall have the ability to hire outside legal counsel in the 

event they find it necessary to seek outside advice for the effective administration of the 

work of the department. In the event that the Director of the Internal Audit finds this is 

necessary, he or she must make said request for funds to the City Council. The line for 

contract services will be adequately funded and appropriated by the Mayor in the City 

Council budget and overseen by the City Council. Similarly, in the event the City 
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Council finds it necessary to contract with outside counsel, the City Council shall have a 

contract funds line available for outside legal counsel. Both such requests for funding of 

outside legal counsel shall only be approved by the City Council after determining there 

is a conflict which necessitates the need for outside counsel. The approval of such 

expenditure requires a majority of all the members of the City Council. In the event that 

additional appropriations for  outside legal counsel are needed, the mayor shall not 

unreasonably withhold such  funds. 

BY AMENDING THE FOLLOWING SECTION AS FOLLOWS: 

2-156 Assistant City Solicitor. 

(2) Labor relations/employment. At least one attorney from the law department shall be 

assigned all labor and employment matters within the city, including collective 

bargaining negotiations. The city solicitor shall have the authority to contract outside 

counsel to assist in that regard. The mayor and the CAFO shall both approve of any 

attorney assigned to any collective bargaining negotiation. 

BY DELETING THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 

2-311; Established; Qualifications and Term of Personnel Administrator; Section 2-312 

Duties of Personnel Administrator; Section 2-313 Authority of Personnel Administrator 

to require information from departments; Section 2-314 Removal of Personnel 

Administrator. 

BY REPLACING THE STRICKEN SECTIONS WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

Sec. 2-311. - Established, qualifications and term of Human Resources Director. 

(a) The present Personnel Director shall hold their office during the term for which 

they have been appointed. 

(b) There is hereby established in the City of Holyoke the Department of Human 

Resources, the head of which shall be appointed by the CAFO subject to confirmation by 

the City Council and shall be known as the Human Resources Director. 

(c) The Human Resources Director shall have a term of office of five years from the 

date of appointment. 

(d) The Human Resources Director shall have, prior to his the appointment, at least 

five years' experience as a Human Resources Director, Assistant Human Resources 

Director, public administrator, business administrator or similar position in a comparable 

field with knowledge of federal and state wage counseling, hour laws, affirmative action, 

labor laws, recruitment and compensation in public or business enterprises. The Human 

Resources Director shall have at least a bachelor's degree in a related subject and 

preferably a master's degree in a related subject. 

(e) The Human Resources Director shall hold office until their successor has been 

appointed and sworn in, or until removed for cause. 
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Sec. 2-312. - Duties of Human Resources Director. 

(a) It shall be the duty of the Human Resources Director, under the direction of the 

CAFO, to be responsible for providing guidance on human resource policy development 

and implementation, staff orientation, maintenance of the job evaluation program, 

coordination of labor relations issues and maintenance of personnel records. 

(b) Responsibilities include the following: 

(1) Approve job descriptions and maintain the job evaluation system. 

(2) Analyze salary structure and recommend changes. 

(3) Approve personnel change of status recommended by department heads, 

including hires, transfers, promotions, demotions and discharges. 

(4) Coordinate the hiring process. 

(5) Establish an employment application, reference referral and search process. 

(6) Establish an internal job posting process and application process. 

(7) Establish and maintain an orientation process for all new employees, ensuring that 

all benefit and tax forms are completed. 

(8) Establish personnel records for all city employees. 

(9) Ensure that the city is in compliance with government regulations, such as 

affirmative action and the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

(10) Coordinate all benefits such as medical insurance, vacation and sick leave policy, 

retirement benefits, etc. 

(11) Ensure that employees are informed about any benefit changes. 

(12) Serve as primary liaison with insurance carriers and seek alternative bids when 

appropriate. 

(13) Establish a disciplinary procedure for employees not covered by collective 

bargaining agreements. 

(14) Establish a formal grievance process. 

(15) Counsel employees individually or in groups regarding personnel issues. 

(16) Oversee any employee training programs. 

(17) Assist with labor negotiation strategies and obtain comparative salary/benefit 

information. 

(18) Recommend personnel policy changes. 

(19) Prepare a personnel handbook. 
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(20) Represent city on personnel issues as appropriate. 

(21) The Human Resources Director shall maintain all attendance records and leave 

balances of all city employees and make them available to all city employees and 

department heads. The Human Resources Director shall prepare such reports on these 

records as required by the mayor, the City Council or department heads. 

(c) The Human Resources Director shall function at the department head level and 

report administratively to the CAFO. 

Section 2-313. -Authority of Human Resources Director to require information from 

departments. 

The Human Resources Director shall have the power and authority to call upon the head 

of any department or member thereof to furnish information essential to the proper 

operation of all functions under this division. 

Sec. 2-314. - Removal of Human Resources Director. 

The Human Resources Director may be removed for cause by the CAFO, subject to 

approval of the City Council, upon written notice stating the reasons thereof. 

Sec. 2-315. – Further clarification of the scope of the Human Resources Director. 

No employee of any department of the city including but not limited to the police 

department, fire department, and department of public works shall perform a human 

resource or personnel function without the express approval of the Human Resources 

Director and CAFO. These functions are reserved to the Department of Administration 

and Finance. The Human Resources Director and CAFO shall ensure the uniform and 

effective administration of human resources and personnel functions under standardized 

and generally acceptable practices that protect the fiscal integrity of the city resources. 

BY STRIKING THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS IN THEIR ENTIRETY: 

Section 2-331. - Established; appointment and qualifications of Purchasing Director and 

Assistant Purchasing Director; Section 2-346 Removal of Purchasing Director and 

Assistant Purchasing Director 

 

BY REPLACING THE STRICKEN SECTIONS WITH THE FOLLOWING: 

 

Section 2-331. - Established; appointment and qualifications of Purchasing Director and 

Assistant Purchasing Director. 

 

(a) The present Purchasing Director shall hold their office during the term for 

which they have been appointed. 
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(b) There is hereby established in the city the department of purchase, the head of 

which shall be appointed by the CAFO subject to confirmation by the City Council and 

shall be known as the Purchasing Director. Their term of office shall expire three years 

from the date of appointment. Subsequent terms of office shall be for a period of four 

years following the same process as the original appointment. The Purchasing Director 

shall have had prior to their appointment at least five years' experience as Purchasing 

Director, Assistant Purchasing Director or similar position in a comparable field such as 

auditing, engineering, with public or business enterprises which operate on justified 

requisitions based on stores control with perpetual inventories of stocks on hand. They 

shall hold office until their successor has been appointed and sworn in, or until removed 

for cause. The assistant to the Purchasing Director shall be appointed by the mayor with 

the approval of the Purchasing Director and shall be known as the Assistant Purchasing 

Director. Their term of office shall expire four years from the date of appointment. 

Subsequent terms of office shall be for a period of four years. The Assistant Purchasing 

Director shall have had prior to their appointment at least five years' experience as 

Assistant Purchasing Director, chief buyer or a similar position in a comparable field 

such as auditing, engineering, with public or business enterprises which operate on 

justified requisitions based on stores control with perpetual inventory on hand. They shall 

hold office until his/her successor has been appointed and sworn in, or until removed for 

cause. 

(c) The Purchasing Director and the Assistant Purchasing Director shall furnish 

bonds for the faithful performance of their duties, to be approved by the city solicitor, in a 

sum to be determined by the Director of Internal Audit. In the absence, inability to serve, 

removal, resignation or death of the Purchasing Director, the Assistant Purchasing 

Director shall carry out the duties of the Purchasing Director until his/her return or until 

his/her successor shall have been appointed, said appointment to be for the unexpired 

term of the Purchasing Director. Before either the Purchasing Director or the Assistant 

Purchasing Director shall enter upon the duties of his/her respective office, he or she 

shall swear to the faithful performance thereof. 

(d) For the purpose of this division, the Purchasing Director shall perform the duties 

and responsibilities of the chief procurement officer pursuant to M.G.L.A. c. 30B. The 

Assistant Purchasing Director shall likewise be bound by the provisions of M.G.L.A. c. 

30B. 

Sec. 2-346. - Removal of Purchasing Director or Assistant Purchasing Director. 

The Purchasing Director and/or the Assistant Purchasing Director may be recommended 

for removal for cause by the CAFO, subject to the approval of a two-thirds majority of all 

the members of the City Council. 
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Section 2-35 entitled “Classification and Compensation Plan” of Chapter 2 entitled 

“Administration” of the Revised Code of Ordinances of the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 

1997, as amended on April 8, 2021 is further amended as follows: 

 

 

BY ADDING TO GRADE 13 of the SCHEDULE A CLASSIFICATION AND HIRING 

SCHEDULE, the position of: 

 

 

GRADE 13 Min Mid Max 
 

Comptroller $78,103.00 $94,583.00 $111,063.00 

 

BY ADDING TO GRADE 13 of the SCHEDULE A CLASSIFICATION AND HIRING 

SCHEDULE, the position of: 

 

 

GRADE 13 Min Mid Max 
 

Treasurer/Collector $78,103.00 $94,583.00 $111,063.00 

 

BY ADDING TO: GRADE 17 of the SCHEDULE A CLASSIFICATION AND HIRING 

SCHEDULE, the position of: 

 

 

GRADE 17 Min Mid Max 
 

Chief Administrative 

and Financial Officer 
$115,000.00 $137,500.00 $160,000.00 

 

BY AMENDING GRADE 13 TO CHANGE CITY AUDITOR TO DIRECTOR OF INTERNAL 

AUDIT 

BY AMENDING GRADE 10 TO CHANGE PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANT TO 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF INTERNAL AUDIT 

BY AMENDING GRADE 11 TO CHANGE PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATOR TO HUMAN 

RESOURCES DIRECTOR 

BY AMENDING GRADE 7 TO CHANGE PERSONNEL ASSISTANT TO HUMAN 

RESOURCES ASSISTANT 
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SECTION 4. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect upon its passage. 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 

 

 

Lisa A. Ball 

City Solicitor 
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IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FIVE 
 

   AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 86 OF THE REVISED CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 1997 

AN ORDINANCE 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Holyoke as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Section 86-325 entitled "Schedule IV: Stop Streets" of Article IX entitled 
"Schedules" of Chapter 86 entitled "Traffic and Vehicles" of the Revised Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, is hereby further amended by the following: 

 

ADDING: 

 

Street Stopped Direction of Travel Intersection 

Fairmont Street Westerly Homestead Avenue 

Nicholls Drive Westerly Homestead Avenue 

Philip Drive Easterly Homestead Avenue 

Fenton Street Westerly Homestead Avenue 

Arden Street Westerly Homestead Avenue 

Humeston Slope Easterly Homestead Avenue 

 

 
SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect on the date of passage. 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

Kathleen Degnan 

Assistant City Solicitor 
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IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FIVE 
 

   AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 86 OF THE REVISED CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 1997 

AN ORDINANCE 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Holyoke as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Section 86-325 entitled "Schedule IV: Stop Streets" of Article IX entitled 
"Schedules" of Chapter 86 entitled "Traffic and Vehicles" of the Revised Code of Ordinances of the 
City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, is hereby further amended by the following: 

 

DELETING: 

 

Street Stopped Direction of Travel Intersection 

Elm Street Northerly and Southerly Appleton Street 

 

 

ADDING: 

 

Street Stopped Direction of Travel Intersection 

Appleton Street Easterly and Westerly Elm Street 

Cabot Street Easterly and Westerly Nick Cosmos Way 

Dwight Street Easterly and Westerly Pine Street 

Elm Street Southerly Appleton Street 

Sargeant Street Easterly and Westerly Commercial Street 

Sargeant Street Easterly and Westerly Elm Street 

Sargeant Street Easterly and Westerly Sycamore Street 

West Franklin Street Easterly and Westerly Linden Street 

 

 
SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect on the date of passage. 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

Kathleen Degnan 

Assistant City Solicitor 

Page 107 of 177



 

IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FIVE 
 

   AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 86 OF THE REVISED CODE OF 
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 1997 

AN ORDINANCE 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Holyoke as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Section 86-321 entitled "Schedule I - Parking" of Article IX entitled 
"Schedules" of Chapter 86 entitled "Traffic and Vehicles" of the Revised Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, is hereby further amended by the following: 

 

DELETING: 

 

Location  Side From To Type  

Cabot St.   
Point in front of 

87 Cabot St.  

Point 45 feet 

westerly  

15-minute parking 

8:00 a.m. to 6:00 

p.m. Monday 

through Saturday  

Cabot St.  Both sides  Canal St.  Race St.  

Two-hour parking 

Monday through 

Saturday 9:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Cabot St.  Northerly  
Westerly side line 

of South Canal St.  

Point 89 feet 

westerly  

No parking any 

time  

Cabot St.  Northerly  Main St.  
A point 133 feet 

easterly  
No parking  

Cabot St.  Northerly  Main St.  
A point 133 feet 

westerly  
No parking 

Cabot St.  Southerly  Main St.  
A point 25 feet 

easterly  
No parking  

Cabot St.  Southerly  Main St.  
A point 133 feet 

westerly  
No parking  

Cabot St.  Southerly  
A point 37 feet 

east of Main St.  

A point 66 feet 

farther east  

Two-hour parking 

from 9:00 a.m. to 

5:00 p.m. 

Monday—

Saturday only  

Cabot St.  Southerly  

The westerly 

curbline of 

Clemente St.  

A point 74 feet 

westerly  

No parking any 

time  

Cabot St.  Southerly  Clemente St.  East St.  

No parking 6:00 

a.m. to 12:00 

noon except 

Sunday  

Cabot St.  South  

A point 300 feet 

west of S. Canal 

St.  

A point 60 feet 

further westerly  

30-minute parking 

6:00 a.m. to 2:00 
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Cabot St.  South  
A point 37 feet 

east of Main St.  

A point 66 feet 

further east  

(3) 30-minute 

parking 8:00 

a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Monday—Friday  

Race St.  Easterly  Cabot St.  
Point 35 feet 

southerly  

No parking any 

time  

Race St.  Easterly  

Point 20 feet 

south of Appleton 

St.  

Point 25 feet 

southerly  

No parking any 

time 

Race St.  Easterly  

A point 89 feet 

northerly of the 

northeasterly 

corner of Race 

and Spring Sts.  

A point 91 feet 

northerly  

No parking 7:00 

a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Monday through 

Friday  

Race St.  Easterly  

A point 150 feet 

southerly of 

Appleton St.  

A point 80 feet 

further southerly  

No parking except 

to load or unload  

Race St.  East  
A point 20 feet 

south of Cabot St.  

A point 18 feet 

farther south  

No parking 

Tuesday through 

Wednesday 9:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

loading zone  

Race St.  East  
A point 26 feet 

north of Cabot St.  

A point 42 feet 

farther north  

Handicap parking 

only (two spaces)  

Race St.  Westerly  Cabot St.  
Point 40 feet 

northerly  

No parking any 

time  

Race St.  Westerly  Cabot St.  
Point 50 feet 

northerly  
No parking  

 

 

 

ADDING: 

 

Location  Side From To Type  

Cabot Street Southerly A point 84 feet 

east of Race St.  

A point 63 feet 

farther east 

No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 84 feet 

east of Race St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 67 feet 

west of Main St. 

 Handicap parking 

only 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 46 feet 

east of Main St. 

 4-hr parking 

between the hours 

of 9 a.m. and 5 

p.m. 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 46 feet 

east of Main St. 

 No parking 

between the hours 

of 2 a.m. and 7 
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Cabot Street Southerly A point 86 feet 

east of Main St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Northerly Main St.  No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Southerly Clemente St.  4-hr parking 

between the hours 

of 9 a.m. and 5 

p.m. 

Cabot Street Southerly Clemente St.  No parking 

between the hours 

of 2 a.m. and 7 

a.m. 

Cabot Street Northerly Clemente St.  No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Northerly S. East St.  4-hr parking 

between the hours 

of 9 a.m. and 5 

p.m. 

Cabot Street Northerly S. East St.  No parking 

between the hours 

of 2 a.m. and 7 

a.m. 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 60 feet 

east of S. East St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 48 feet 

east of S. East St. 

 4-hr parking 

between the hours 

of 9 a.m. and 5 

p.m. 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 48 feet 

east of S. East St. 

 No parking 

between the hours 

of 2 a.m. and 7 

a.m. 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 86 feet 

east of S. East St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 49 feet 

west of S. Bridge 

St. 

 Handicap parking 

only 

Cabot Street Southerly S. Bridge St.  No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 118 feet 

east of S. Bridge 

St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Northerly S. Bridge St.  No parking any 

time 
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Cabot Street Northerly A point 35 feet 

east of S. Bridge 

St. 

 4-hr parking 

between the hours 

of 9 a.m. and 5 

p.m. 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 35 feet 

east of S. Bridge 

St. 

 No parking 

between the hours 

of 2 a.m. and 7 

a.m. 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 119 feet 

east of S. Bridge 

St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 50 feet 

west of S. 

Summer St. 

 4-hr parking 

between the hours 

of 9 a.m. and 5 

p.m. 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 50 feet 

west of S. 

Summer St. 

 No parking 

between the hours 

of 2 a.m. and 7 

a.m. 

Cabot Street Northerly S. Summer St.  No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 35 feet 

east of S. Summer 

St. 

 Handicap parking 

only 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 57 feet 

east of S. Summer 

St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 117 feet 

east of S. Summer 

St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Southerly S. Canal St.  No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Northerly S. Canal St.  No parking any 

time 

Cabot Street Southerly S. Canal St.  No parking any 

time 

Race Street Easterly A point 50 feet 

north of Cabot St. 

 Handicap parking 

only 

Race Street Easterly A point 75 feet 

north of Cabot St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Race Street Easterly A point 209 feet 

north of Cabot St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Race Street Easterly A point 80 feet 

south of Spring 

St. 

 Handicap parking 

only 
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Race Street Easterly Spring St.  No parking any 

time 

Race Street Easterly A point 72 feet 

north of Spring St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Race Street Easterly A point 114 feet 

north of Spring St. 

 No parking any 

time 

Race Street Westerly A point 60 feet 

north of Spring St. 

 Handicap parking 

only 

 

 

SECTION 2. Section 86-325 entitled "Schedule IV: Stop Streets" of Article IX entitled 
"Schedules" of Chapter 86 entitled "Traffic and Vehicles" of the Revised Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, is hereby further amended by the following: 

 

ADDING: 

 

Street Stopped Direction of Travel Intersection 

Cabot Street Northerly and Southerly Main Street 

Main Street Easterly and Westerly Cabot Street 

S. Bridge Street Northerly Cabot Street 

Spring Street Westerly Race Street 

 

 

SECTION 3. Section 86-326 entitled "Schedule V: Bus stops" of Article IX entitled 
"Schedules" of Chapter 86 entitled "Traffic and Vehicles" of the Revised Code of Ordinances of 
the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, is hereby further amended by the following: 

 

DELETING: 

 

Location Side From To: Point 

Cabot Street Southerly Main St. 50 feet westerly 

Cabot Street Southerly 20 feet easterly of 

Clemente St. 

50 feet easterly 

Cabot Street Southerly South Bridge St. 50 feet easterly 

Cabot Street Northerly South Bridge St. 50 feet westerly 

Cabot Street Southerly Canal St. 50 feet easterly 

Cabot Street Northerly Canal St. 50 feet westerly 

 

 

ADDING: 

 

Location Side From To: Point 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 32 feet west of 

Main St. 

A point 23 feet farther 

west 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 32 feet 

westerly of Main St. 

A point 35 feet farther 

west 
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Cabot Street Southerly A point 60 feet east of 

S. East St. 

A point 25 feet farther 

east 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 138 feet east of 

S. East St. 

A point 35 feet farther 

east 

Cabot Street Southerly A point 43 feet west of 

S. Summer St. 

A point 35 feet farther 

west 

Cabot Street Northerly A point 42 feet west of 

S. Canal St. 

A point 40 feet farther 

west 

 

 

SECTION 4. Section 86-331 entitled "Schedule VIII: Lane control signs and street 
markings" of Article IX entitled "Schedules" of Chapter 86 entitled "Traffic and Vehicles" of the 
Revised Code of Ordinances of the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, is hereby 
further amended by the following: 

 

ADDING: 

 

Location Direction of Approach Direction of Turn 

Cabot St. at Main St. Northerly Right lane must turn right 

S. Canal St. at Cabot St. Easterly Left lane must turn left 

N. Canal St. at Cabot St. Westerly Left lane must turn left 

 

 

 
SECTION 5. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

SECTION 6. This ordinance shall take effect on the date of passage. 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

 

Kathleen Degnan 

Assistant City Solicitor 
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EASEMENT 

ELECTRIC POWER PURPOSES 

 

 KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS that the City of Holyoke, of 536 Dwight 

Street, Holyoke, Hampden County, Massachusetts, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar 

($1.00) and other valuable considerations, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, does hereby 

grant to the Holyoke Gas & Electric Department, a municipal corporation organized and 

existing under the laws of Massachusetts, whose address is 99 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, 

Massachusetts, and to its successors and assigns, an easement forever for a eight (8) foot 

easement for the City of Holyoke sidewalk as described in Attachment A to be used for the 

construction, operation and maintenance of electrical equipment related to electric vehicle 

chargers including, but not limited to, utility poles, conduit, wire, metering, electrical panel 

boards and communication devices, in, over, upon and across the lands of the Grantor, situated at 

144-150 Race Street, Holyoke, Hampden County, Massachusetts.  Said easement shall be on 

all streets, and the right to enter said ways and land at any time for the above purposes.  Also, the 

right and privilege to reconstruct, inspect, alter, improve, remove or relocate such as electrical 

equipment, on the right-of-way above described, with all rights and privileges necessary or 

convenient for the full enjoyment or the use thereof for the above mentioned purposes, including 

the right to cut and keep clear all trees and undergrowth and other obstructions within said right-

of-way and all trees of such height on lands of Grantor adjoining said right-of-way that may 

interfere with the proper construction, operation and maintenance of said electrical equipment, 

and also including the right of ingress and egress over adjoining lands of Grantor for the purpose 

of exercising the easement herein granted. Grantee agrees to hold grantor harmless for injuries 

caused by grantees surface mount infrastructure. 

 The Grantor, however, reserves the right and privilege to use the above described right-

of-way for all other purposes except as herein granted or as might interfere with Grantee's use, 

occupation or enjoyment thereof, or as might cause a hazardous condition; and provided further 

by way of illustration and not of limitation to the grant herein made, no portion of the right-of-

way shall be excavated or altered without written permission of the Grantee and no building, 

structure or obstruction shall be located or constructed on said right-of-way by the Grantor, their 

successors, heirs or assigns.  

 
  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this agreement this            day of 
                                              2025.  
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Signed, sealed and delivered          GRANTOR 
in the presence of :    City of Holyoke  
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                
       
 

 
 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 
HAMPDEN, SS. 
 
 On this ______ day of _____________, 2025, before me, the undersigned Notary Public, 
personally appeared Joshua A. Garcia, Mayor of the City of Holyoke, proved to me through 
satisfactory evidence of identification, which was a driver’s license, to be the person whose name 
is signed on the attached document, and acknowledged to me that he signed it voluntarily for its 
stated purpose. 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Notary Public 
       My Commission expires: 
 

NOTARY SEAL 
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HG&E EV Charger Equipment Easement
Plan Date: 7-15-25
Parcel: 030-06-014

8' Wide Easement
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