
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
MARCH 18, 2025 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

1. HGE Pole Petition Corser St(1) 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

REGULAR AND PENDING EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES 

2. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary an Admin Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, 
meeting minutes from the Special Meeting on February 24, 2025 and the  March 4, 
2025 meeting. 

3. -- November 1, 2022, December 5, 2023, and February 6, 2024 Executive Session 
Minutes - Reviewed and partially released as of September 4, 2024 

4. -- January 22, 2024 and June 11, 2024 Executive Session Minutes - Reviewed and 
withheld in entirety as of September 4, 2024 

5. -- November 19, 2024 Executive Session and December 9, 2024 Finance Committee 
Executive Session Minutes - Yet to be reviewed 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

6. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, 
minutes of February 18, 2025 meeting. 

7. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order With community 
support, order that the following section of our Codes of Ordinances and charter be 
updated to reflect use of email as sufficient for special meeting notice: 
Sec. 12. – Special meetings of city council. 
The Mayor or City Council President may at any time call a special meeting of the city 
council by public posting through the city website along with written notifications thereof, 
together with a statement of the subjects to be considered thereat, to be deposited in 
the post office, postpaid and addressed to the persons to be notified, at least forty-eight 
hours before the time appointed for such meeting, or to be left at the usual place of 
residence of each member of the council, by email at least forty-eight hours before the 
time appointed for such meeting.  (Acts 1965, c. 187; Acts 1992, c. 189) 
Awaiting disposition 

COMMUNICATIONS 

8. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Ms. Patricia Normand of 36 Pleasant St 
to serve as a member of the Conservation Commission.  Ms. Normand will serve a 
three year term expiring February 1, 2028. 

9. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing various individuals to serve as members 
of the Parking Advisory Board 
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10. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Ms. Dalila Hyry-Dermith of 37 Longfellow 
Rd. to serve as a Commissioner of the Board of Health.  Ms. Dalila Hyry-Dermith will 
serve a three-year term expiring  

11. From City Solicitor Lisa Ball, City of Holyoke Law Department Business Report 24-25 

12. From Assistant City Solictor Kathleen Degnan-Open Meeting Law Complaint for 
Councilor Linda Vacon 

13. From Sean Sheedy, Maintenance Administrator, MSBA SOI Communication 

14. From Alicia Zoeller, Office of Community Development, American Rescue Plan Act 
Grant Update 

15.  From President Murphy-Romboletti- letterregarding municipal finance reform update 

16. From City Councilor Kevin Jourdain-School Budget Advisory Report 1 from School 
Budget Advisory Group 

17. Westfield City Councilor Dan Allie, Lithum Fire Poses Risk to CT Valley 

18. From Holyoke Redevelopment Authority, meeting miutes for the HRA January 22, 2025 

19. From Historical Commission, meeting minute sfrom January 13, 2025. 

20. From Board of Fire Commission, meeting minutes from February 12, 2025 

21. From HEDIC, minutes from January 23, 2025 meeting 

PETITIONS 

22. Petition from Marisol Figueroa , application for a renewal of a Home Occupation for a 
nail salon at 222 West Franklin St. 

23. Petition from William F. Sullivan for a renewal of a Junk Dealer License at 107 Appleton 
St. 

24. Petition from William F. Sullivan for a renewal of a Junk Dealer License at 1-3 Jed Days 
Landing 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

25. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred a Zone change application - Tiago 
Martins & Jeffrey Dias at 736 Dwight St from BL to DR to develop properties with 
duplex/triplex apartments. 
Recommended that the zone change be granted. 

26. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred a Zone change application - Tiago 
Martins at 712-718 Dwight St from BL to DR to develop properties with duplex/triplex 
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apartments. 
Recommended that the zone change be granted. 

27. -- The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that if someone is 
putting in an RFP through the city for a property that is up for sale and the applicant has 
outstanding issues with the Board of Health, Building Department, or any other city 
department having to do with other properties they own, that they are not eligible to win 
the bid for the RFP. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

28. -- The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that Sec 38-73 (6) of 
our ordinances be amended for the hours to read 10pm instead of 11pm and 8am 
instead of 7am. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

29. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Sec 86-6 be updated from 
$200 to $1000 for consistency with state law. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

30. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Ordinance be created that 
requires the police to report all damage to city property greater than $1,000 from a 
motor vehicle accident to the City Council, Mayor and Law Dept.  Further, that the DPW, 
Mayor and Law Dept have an affirmative duty to pursue collection action against the 
insurance carrier and/or operator or other responsible party to make the City whole for 
damage to city property resulting from motor vehicle accidents.  City needs to have an 
ordinance establishing a policy in this matter to help ensure uniformity of enforcement. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

31. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the Police Department 
be allowed to hire a Crime Analyst past the Grade 10 mid-range (which is $70,407) to 
$78,000. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

32. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order hat there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FIVE THOUSAND Dollars AND 00/100 
Dollars ($5,000) as follows: 
                                                                                                            FROM             TO 
 12101  5119    POLICE RESERVE                                                    5,000   
 0010    57200  OUT OF STATE TRAVEL                                                                  5,000 
                                                                                                            5,000              5,0000 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

33. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FIVE THOUSAND Dollars AND 00/100 
Dollars ($5,000) as follows: 
                                                                                                        FROM             TO 
 1421    51102  DPW HOISTING EQUIP OPERATOR                       5,000   
 01010  57200  OUT OF STATE 
TRAVEL                                                                  5,000 
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                                                                                                            5,000              5,000 
Recommended that the order be referred to the full Council without recommendation. 

34. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FIVE THOUSAND Dollars AND 00/100 
Dollars ($5,000) as follows: 
                                                                                                             FROM             TO 
 12101  5119    FIRE FIGHTER LINE                                                 5,000   
 0010    57200  OUT OF STATE 
TRAVEL                                                                  5,000 
                                                                                                            5,000              5,000 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

35. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, ELEVEN THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED 
THIRTY FIVE AND 00/100 Dollars ($11,235) as follows: 
  
FROM 
11521-51102 PERSONNEL ASSISTANT   $11,235 
  TOTAL  $11,235 
  
TO: 
11522-53009 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES    $11,235 
  TOTAL  $11,235 
PERSONNEL DEPT     
 Recommended that the order be adopted. 

36. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND AND 
00/100 Dollars ($25,000) as follows: 
  
FROM 
11381-51102 ASSISTANT CPO   $25,000 
  TOTAL  $25,000 
  
TO: 
11382-53010 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES    $25,000 
  TOTAL  $25,000 
PURCHASING DEPT      
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

37. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 
Dollars ($20,000) as follows: 
  
FROM 
11451-51125 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT   $11,000 
11451-51132 PAYROLL SPECIALIST       9,000 
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  TOTAL  $20,000 
  
TO: 
11452-53010 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES    $20,000 
  TOTAL  $20,000 
CITY TREASURER’S OFFICE      
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

38. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"BYRNE STATE CRISIS INTERVENTION PROGRAM, $84,458.79, NO MATCH " grant 
and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the 
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the 
administration of said grant. 
  
 Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
 Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

39. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND AND 
00/100 Dollars ($25,000) as follows: 
  
FROM 
8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION    $25,000 
  TOTAL  $25,000 
  
TO: 
12103-58003 HPD CAP OUTLAY- BUILDING 
IMPROVEMENTS 

  $25,000 

  TOTAL  $25,000 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

40. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that City Council review 
CPA Committee recommendations and approve funding for FY25 CPA projects. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

41. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWO THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED 
THIRTY SEVEN AND 50/100 Dollars ($2,337.50) as follows: 
  
FROM 
15101-51203 SUBSTITUTE NURSE   $1,500.00 
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15101-51850 AUTO ALLOWANCE        837.50 
  TOTAL  $2,337.50 
  
TO: 
15101-51201 BOARD MEMBERS – BOARD OF 
HEALTH 

  $2,337.50 

  TOTAL  $2,337.50 
      
 Recommended that the order be adopted. 

42. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order In the interest of transparency, order that the Collins Center for Public 
Management present its findings, working with Holyoke's Government Restructure 
Advisory Council, on Payments In Lieu of Taxes, PILOTs. Some cities and towns 
(Boston, Brookline) developed formal PILOT policies where the municipality asks the 
nonprofit to pay a portion of the taxes their tax-exempt property would have paid if it 
wasn't tax-exempt. Springfield and Concord are exploring the need for PILOT policies. 
Holyoke has hundreds of tax-exempt properties including group homes, charities, drug 
recovery agencies, hospitals, health centers, churches, schools, colleges, and more that 
were included in the study. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

43. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a 
communication Holyoke Draft PILOT Report 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

44. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order The Parks Commission forward the proposed lease between the City and the Blue 
Sox to city council for its review and approval asap (ie preferably prior to the start of the 
2025 baseball season).   
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

45. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order The DGR committee invite the Valley (Holyoke) Blue Sox owner/president (Matt 
Drury) and its new manager (Endy Morales) to a future meeting to preview the Summer 
2025 season.  Matt's in his 3d  season as owner and this will be Endy's first season as 
the Blue Sox' head coach.  Endy wore #40 when playing for the Blue Sox and that 
number is retired.   
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

46. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a 
communication From Parks and Rec-02.28.25-Elms College Contract 2025 
Recommended that the contract be adopted. 

47. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred a 
communication From Parks and Rec Commission-02.28.25 Blue Sox Contract 2025 
season 
Recommended that the contract be adopted. 
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MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

48. I. Rivera - Order that the chief give us an update or a plan as to how what the approach 
is to begin tackling issues outlined in MRI audit. 

49. I. Rivera - Order that the honorable city council develop a vision statement that outlines 
the council’s goals and aspirations for the community.  

50. I. Rivera - Order that the honorable city council develop a list of core values that is 
developed and supported by all individual councilors. 

51. I. Rivera -Order that the honorable city council develop a mission statement focused on 
key priorities such as: 
Community focus: Prioritizing the needs and quality of life for all residents.  
Inclusive decision-making: Ensuring representation and consideration of diverse 
perspectives.  
Fiscal responsibility: Managing public funds wisely.  
Transparency and accountability: Open communication with the public.  
Sustainable development: Planning for the future with environmental considerations 

52. Bartley- City of Holyoke staff our municipal garages over Parade weekend.  Years ago, I 
presented and we approved a parade weekend parking fee of $10/car for daily 
parking.  DPW should staff the entrances Saturday and Sunday mornings.  Refer to 
Matt Sokop, copy HPD. 

53. Bartley- City Council Rule 4 is hereby amended as follows:   Add the following 
paragraph to the end of Rule 4.B. – For the sake of public transparency, Late Filed 
orders (as defined herein) may be added to the already published Regular Agenda and 
presented (a) to the members at the Regular Meeting by offering printed copies and by 
remittance to the members by way of electronic mail and the same shall be sent no later 
than 1 PM on the day the Regular meeting is scheduled and (b) to the Public via the 
City website and the same shall be posted no later than 1 PM of the day of a Regular 
City Council meeting.  In any event, late -filed orders may not be appended the Regular 
Agenda unless for good cause and so long as written approval from both the Clerk and 
the President is presented to the members before the Regular meeting.  Said writing 
shall be presented to the members at the Regular meeting and shall include reasons 
explaining the ‘good cause’ and signatures of both the Clerk and the President. 
  

54. Bartley- City Council Rule 4 is hereby amended as follows:   Add the following sentence 
to the end of the first paragraph of Rule 4.B. – So long as it is in a writing to the Clerk, 
any member may opt out of having his/her agenda sent via U.S. mail and instead may 
have the agenda sent via electronic mail, personal delivery by the Administrative 
Assistant or not at all.  Said decision shall remain in force until the Clerk is otherwise 
notified, in writing, by the member. 

55. Bartley - ORDER That the Law Dept immediately update City Council on its legal action 
to take the Begley-Lawler seven acre property for tax title.  The matter is pending in 
Land Court (see Docket No. 2023TL00052, City of Holyoke v. David Begley of the 
Begley Family Realty Trust, et al).  This concerns a wooded parcel located in Ward 
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Three.  FYI to the public - the seven acre parcel nearly abuts the 11-acre HEDIC-owned 
parcel that is now under a purchase & sale contract between HEDIC and USA 
International Sports Complex Inc..  I say nearly abuts because the Parks Dept. owns the 
4.5 arce parcel that splits the HEDIC-owned and BEGLEY-owned parcels.  Please 
provide City Council with as much detail as possible on the lawsuits merits, costs, legal 
expenses and ultimately its benefit to the City Taxpayers.  

56. Givner-Per business owner request, order that a 10am-6pm loading zone, with signage, 
be created at 414 High St.~DGR copy to Ordinance  

57. Magrath-Smith, ordered that the Ordinance Committee make necessary changes in 
order for us to align city ordinances to the revised notification procedure for 
regular, sub-committee, and special meetings recently drafted in Charter and Rules.  

58. Magrath-Smith, ordered that the role of the Public Service and Human Resources 
Committee as described in Section 9B.iv and 9L and 9M be reviewed and revised. 

59. Magrath-Smith - ordered that Charter and Rules holistically review and reorganize how 
information on sub-committees is presented in the rules for the sake of clarity in Section 
9.  

60. Magrath-Smith - ordered that Rule 1C be revised to align with modern practices. 1C 
reads: "All 'Rules and Orders of the City Council' shall be read by the President of 
the  Council to every newly elected City Council during the first meeting of that newly 
elected  Council or at any time prior to said first meeting if the City Council so agrees."  

61. Magrath-Smith - ordered that Rule 4E be revised to create a system that assigns a 
specific number to each order, allowing for better tracking across multiple committees 
and over time. Rule 4E is "All city council orders introduced to the City Council shall be 
numbered consecutively,  and a log of all orders be kept by the City Clerk and the 
Council's Clerk of Committees  showing the order number, the date the order was 
brought before the City Council, the  action taken by the City Council on the order, or 
the Council Committee or city  department the order was referred to, the date the order 
was referred back from the  committee or department, and the final action taken by the 
City Council." 

62. Magrath-Smith, ordered that Rule 4F be revised to align with modern practices. Rule 4F 
is "Co-signers of City Council orders must call the City Clerk to confirm that they do, in 
fact, want their name on that specific order." 

63. Magrath-Smith, ordered that a procedure for tracking updates in Municode be created 
for Ordinances similar to the grant reporting procedure established by Councilor Bartley.  

64. Magrath-Smith, ordered that revisions to Section 7A of our rules be considered. Section 
7A reads:7. AGENDA A. At every regular meeting of the Council, the order of business 
shall be as follows: 
i. Calling the roll of the members. 
ii. Pledge of Allegiance followed by the statement “God Bless America, God  Bless the 
City of Holyoke and All its Citizens, and God Bless the City Council.” 
iii. Presentations and reports by invitation of the City Council 
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iv. Public Comment (amended May 15, 2012) 
v. Reading the journal of the previous meeting, if requested by the City Council. 
vi. Unfinished business of previous meeting.   
vii. Communications and reports from city officers   
viii. President's Report.  ix. Presentation of petitions, memorials, and remonstrances. 
x. Reports of Committees.   
xi. Motions, orders, and resolutions 
xii. Late-Filed orders: A listing of all late file orders from the prior City Council  Meeting 
be listed and attached to the subsequent meetings agenda as an  addendum.   
The above shall not be departed from but by vote of the majority of the City  Council 
present. 

65. Murphy-Romboletti- Ordered that, at the recommendation of the Holyoke Police 
Department, the City Council review and update its towing ordinances related to 
fees  (Sec. 86-133) 

66. Murphy-Romboletti- Ordered that the City Council update its ordinances in Chapter 86 - 
Traffic and Vehicles to include language that clarifies rules and restrictions related to the 
city's street sweeping schedule.  

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Addendum: 
Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 
beginning of the next regular meeting. 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 
discussed at the meeting.   

Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 
brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 

 
   

   
 City Clerk 
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APPENDIX A 

PETITION FOR POLE AND WIRE LOCATIONS 

Holyoke, MA February 28, 2025 

To the CITY COUNCIL of Holyoke, Massachusetts. 

 The GAS AND ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT requests permission to locate a line of 
wires, cables, poles and fixtures, including the necessary sustaining and protecting fixtures, along 
and across the following public way or ways: 
 

 One (1) 35’ pole near 1 Corser St, corner of Isabella St Holyoke MA 

 
 Wherefore it prays that after due notice and hearing as provided by law, it be granted a 
location for and permission to erect and maintain a line of wires, cable and poles, together with 
such sustaining and protecting fixtures as it may find necessary, said poles to be erected 
substantially in accordance with the plan filed herewith marked HG& E Dept. No.3-1S and 
Dated 02/28/2025. 
 
 Also, for permission to lay and maintain underground services, cables and wires in the 
above or intersecting public ways for the purpose of making connections with such poles and 
buildings as it may desire for distributing purposes. 
 
 Your petitioner agrees to reserve space at a suitable point on each of said poles for the 
fire, police, telecommunications, and control signal wires belonging to the municipality and used 
by it exclusively for municipal purposes. 

HOLYOKE GAS AND ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT  

By______________________________________ 
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APPENDIX B 

ORDER FOR POLE AND WIRE LOCATIONS 

By the CITY COUNCIL of the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts. 

Notice having been given and a public hearing being held, as provided by law, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

 That the GAS AND ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT be and it is hereby granted a 
location for and permission to erect and maintain a line of wires, cables and poles together with 
such sustaining and protecting fixtures as said DEPARTMENT my deem necessary, in the 
public way or ways hereinafter referred to as requested in petition of said DEPARTMENT 
dated                                                     the day of                              20      . 

 All construction under this order shall be in accordance with the following conditions: 

 Poles shall be of sound timber and reasonably straight and shall be set substantially at 
the points indicated upon the plan shown below. 
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 The following are the public ways or parts of ways along which the poles above 
referred to may be erected, and the number of poles which may be erected thereon under this 
order: 

 One (1) 35’ pole near 1 Corser St, corner of Isabella St Holyoke MA 

 Also, that permission be and hereby is granted said GAS AND ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT to lay and maintain underground services, cable and wires in the above or 
intersecting public ways for the purpose of making connections with such poles and buildings as 
it may desire for distributing purposes. 

 I hereby certify that foregoing order was adopted at a meeting of the CITY COUNCIL 
of the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, held on the                   day of               20     .  

 

___________________________________________ 

City Clerk                    

           

 

 I hereby certify that on                              20    , at           o’clock,       M. at  

                                                      A public hearing was held on the petition of the GAS AND 
ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT for permission to erect the line of wires, cables, poles, fixtures 
and connections described in the order herewith recorded, and that I mailed at least seven days 
before said hearing a written notice of the time and place of said hearing to each of the owners of 
real estate (as determined by the last preceding assessment for taxation) along the ways or parts 
of ways upon which the DEPARTMENT is permitted to erect the line of wires, cables, poles, 
fixtures and connections under said order.  And that thereupon said order was duly adopted. 

 

             
   City Clerk   
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CERTIFICATE 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of a location order and certificate of 
hearing with notice adopted by the CITY COUNCIL of the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, on 
the                     day of                               20      , and recorded with the records of location orders 
of said City, Book                , Page           .  This certified copy is made under the provisions of 
Chapter 166 of Massachusetts General Laws and any additions thereto or amendments thereof. 

 

Attest: 

_________________________________________ 

     City Clerk      
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1 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

February 18, 2025 

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:05 p.m. 

The Clerk called the roll.  Absent Members: 0 Present Members in person 12 (Anderson-Burgos, Bartley, 
Devine, Givner, Jourdain, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, J. Rivera, Sullivan, 
Vacon). Present Members on Zoom: 1 (Greaney) 

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be 
applicable to all motions to receive, refer items to committee, remove items from the table, place items on 
the table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules unless there is an objection. 
Motion adopted. 

The name of Councilor Magrath-Smith was pulled to head the roll call voting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Alanna Rutledge, 75 Taylor Street, stated that she and several neighbors on her street had concerns that 
they had not been plowed since the recent snowstorm. She added that it had been difficult to get out of 
her street every morning. She also stated that it had not been sanded or salted, and she often fishtailed 
trying to get into her driveway. She also stated that a police car went up and down her street with a siren 
running but had not given any instructions. She added that after people moved their cars, the road was 
still not plowed. She also expressed concern with people falling, noting that a lot of older people lived on 
the street. She also emphasized that the road not being plowed had been a consistent issue.  

Amelia Box, 57 Taylor Street, seconded Ms. Rutledge’s concerns. She then stated that her car was an 
SUV and still found herself spinning out trying to get into the street from Hampden. She noted it was a 
one way street and observed that many other one way streets were also missed and had not been 
sanded of plowed.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up item 30 out of order.  

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Special 
permit application of F & M Hideway, Inc to reconstruct and renovate Schermerhorn’s Restaurant and 
retail store per sec 4.7.3 at 224 Westfield Road (157-00-072). 

have considered the same and Recommended that the special permit be granted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
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Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner noted that the applicants were in attendance. She then stated that they were planning to 
reconstruct Schermerhorn’s by rebuilding exactly what was there before, adding that it will be up to code. 
She noted they sent in their building plans.  

Councilor Devine thanked the applicant for sending in their plans. She noted that one of the neighbors 
had concern about parking, and she was impressed that the applicant offered to meet with that neighbor 
to address those concerns.  

Councilor Vacon expressed support for the special permit. She also commended them for doing their due 
diligence and finding problem areas to do things the right way.  

Councilor I. Rivera noted that many people were grateful that Schermerhorn’s’ would still be around.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he hoped they would leave the sign up in the front.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

(10:35) 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Police Department be allowed to 
hire a Crime Analyst past the Grade 10 mid-range (which is $70,407) to $78,000. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table.  

Councilor Devine made a motion to suspend the necessary rules to remove item 2 through 6 from the 
table as a package. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he did not mind 3 through 6 being taken up as a package, but had 
concerns about unique issues with item 2 and would prefer to see that one separated from the package.  

Councilor Vacon made a motion to refer the whole package to the Finance Committee as none of the 
orders had been taken up in committee. Councilor Jourdain seconded the motion. 

Councilor Bartley stated they needed to be taken off the table first.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she believed that had happened.  

Councilor Bartley stated that he did not hear a vote take place. 
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Councilor Jourdain stated that he objected to it all being taken up together.  

Councilor Givner expressed her understanding that there was a motion to take items out of order and 
there was a vote. 

Councilor Bartley stated that there was not a vote on it.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the body still needed to vote to take them up together. She then 
stated that item 2 would be taken up separately, and then 3 through 6 would be taken up as a package.  

Motion was made and seconded to remove item 2 from the table.  

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY 
ONE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND 22/100 Dollars ($21,600.22) as follows: 
                                                                                                        FROM  TO                                                                            
11211   51276   MAYOR'S CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS            21,600.22          
15411   51103   ASSISTANT DIRECTOR - COA                                                 2,222.00 
15411   51101   DIRECTOR COUNCIL ON AGING                                              3,030.00 
11711   51101   CONSRVTN & SUSTNBLTY DIRECTOR                                    3,030.00 
12441   51101   SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES                                  2,525.00 
16301   51101   DIRECTOR PARKS/REC FORESTRY                                        2,899.14 
16301   51103   ASST DIRECTOR OF PARKS & REC                                         2,222.00 
14211   51108   SAFETY OFFICER                                                                    2,020.00 
15101   51101   DIRECTOR BOARD OF HEALTH                                               1,632.00 
15101   51202   ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER                                                    2,020.08 
        21,600.22 21,600.22 

UNDER DISCUSSION:  
Councilor Vacon made a motion to refer items 2 through 6 to the Finance Committee. Councilor Jourdain 
seconded the motion.  

Councilor Devine stated that all of these had been in Finance. She then stated that she provided a list of 
22 people that were in these positions. She then emphasized that the Council could only talk about the 
appropriations and could not get into benefits because that was not the Council’s prerogative. She then 
suggested that discussion of benefits may lead to an unfair labor practice charge. She then asked why 
item 2 should go to committee but not the others.  

Councilor Jourdain explained that item 2 had extra rules. He then suggested that due to previous 
objections to an earlier package of items that had portions of interdepartmental transfers, the 
administration submitted items 3 through 6 as intradepartmental transfers. He then stated that the only 
other issues was that to pass those items, it would require both readings by a two-thirds vote. He then 
suggested that item 2 presented an interdepartmental transfer due to funds coming from the Mayor’s 
Contracted Services line to other departmental salary lines. He then noted that the Law Department 
offered guidance that since this was for the same purpose, that would not follow the interdepartmental 
rule. He then asked for an opportunity to speak to DOR (Department of Revenue) on the following Friday 
to ask if they understood the funds were in the Mayor’s budget and the others were all their own separate 
departments. He added that he could consider going along with it if the Law Department’s guidance was 
accurate. He emphasized that there was not a contract negotiation line in each of those departments. He 
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then stated that items 3 through 6 had not come to the Council before, and there could be open questions 
about why there was extra money in some of those accounts.  

Councilor Vacon explained that the reason for her motion because it was better for the committee to do 
their work instead of the entire body trying to do that work.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow the Law Department to address 
the Council.  

Councilor Devine asked Councilor Jourdain if he was speaking with the DOR. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he was. 

Councilor Devine asked if they would be giving a ruling in writing. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he doubted they would give one in writing, noting that they had not given 
one in writing to the Law Department. He then stated his interest in confirming what the Law Department 
was saying was accurate because it was only a verbal report.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that it was unfortunate that the accuracy and legitimacy of what the Law 
Department has reported was being characterized as fruit of the poisonous tree and not an accurate 
representation of what the DOR said. He then explained that they call the DOR for guidance on a regular 
basis and emphasized that they do not provide written opinions. He then observed that due to Councilor 
Jourdain enlightening everyone on the rules of interdepartmental transfers, the mayor put forward these 
orders to transfer funds already within those departments. He then recalled that during the budget 
discussions, $25,000 was specifically put into the mayor’s budget for contract negotiations. He added that 
the contract negotiations with the PSA had been prolonged and had resulted in a stalemate, and the 
budget needed to reflect what the settlement may be. He then stated that after explaining all of that to the 
DLS (Division of Local Services) led to them concurring that it was for the same purpose. He added that it 
was not an attempt to mislead anyone as it had been explained what it was for. He noted that there was 
also a communication from Atty Ball presenting a case law from 1913 that explained the first time an item 
appeared on an agenda was when an item was first read.  

Councilor Givner stated that this information was not new and she did not believe there was any reason 
to send the items back to the Finance Committee. She then expressed frustration that one person 
repeatedly does not agree with the opinions of the Law Department. She then expressed hope that the 
Law Department’s guidances could be taken as real. She added that these items were time sensitive as 
employees had been waiting. She added that losing employees would be more costly. She then 
questioned looking for reasons that would make people want to leave. She then stated that while she 
understood the desire to hear from the state personally, she believed the word of the Law Department 
should be trusted.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that history had taught him that the Law Department had often been wrong, as 
everyone else was wrong at times. He then suggested that he may look into things more than others 
choose to do. He then explained that the original form of this item already showed him to be correct, 
which was why these items were now here. He then stated that he had made his points already about the 
expense to taxpayers to give more vacation time, benefits, flex time, and other giveaways beyond just par 
raises. He then emphasized that he just wanted to ensure the rules were being followed. He noted that he 
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had just spoken with Atty Ball the previous week to understand where she got her opinion and then 
reached out to them to seek to hear it for himself. He also expressed concern about longtime rules and 
practices of the Council being flipped. He emphasized that this was not about just trying to win on an 
issue, but about avoiding having bad precedent created. He then acknowledged that items 3 through 6 
were eventually going to pass. He then expressed disagreement with the interpretation of section 22 of 
the charter regarding the two reding rule in that the second reading could not be taken up until a motion to 
pass the first reading was passed. He then stated that the section required that if both motions were done 
within 3 days of each other, it required two-thirds of the vote for passage. He then acknowledged that 
items 3 through 6 could eventually pass on a simple majority if at least 3 days were given between the 
votes to pass the first and second readings. He also emphasized that these items included retro pay 
going back to July of 2023 and another 2 weeks would not be the end of the world.  

Councilor Devine agreed with Councilor Givner that the Law Department should be trusted. She then 
emphasized that with respect to getting benefits on flex time, there was not comp time for employees who 
often get called in for meetings in the evening. She then asked Atty Bissonnette what the difference was 
with the motions to pass first and second readings as they had been done before.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that the argument was what constituted a reading. He then explained that an item 
being read by the president could constitute a first reading. He added that according to the interpretation 
of the SJC (Supreme Judicial Court), the referral to a committee was considered to be a first reading. He 
added that the language of section 22 on passing both readings was likely about getting things passed on 
the first night they were introduced. He noted that the city of Lowell that was the focus of the SJC decision 
had a similar charter to that of Holyoke.  

Councilor Devine asked if these items could be passed that night if a motion to do so was made.  

Atty Bissonnette expressed his understanding that the motion on the floor was to refer item 2 to the 
Finance Committee. He then stated that if that motion was defeated, a motion to pass item 2 could be 
made, and as these items were taken up as late files and tabled at the last meeting which constituted the 
first reading, these could be passed with only the second reading needed to be passed. He noted that 
items 3 through 6 would first have to be taken off the table.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that Vaco’s motion had been to refer items 2 through 6 to the 
Finance Committee.  

Councilor Vacon stated that was correct but understood that the discission was currently just about item 
2. She then expressed concern that the Council had been sliding away from practices under the city 
charter over the last 2 years under the argument that it was outdated. She then explained that unless it 
were changed, the Council still needed to operate under it. She also expressed concern about recent 
arguments that the state law trumped the charter, while the Council had always followed the charter until 
those recent arguments. She then stated that at the last meeting, the motion had been to take them up 
and table them and they were not even read into the record nor were they even posted 48 hours before 
the meeting. She also questioned how the late files were emergencies. She then suggested that this was 
the first night the items were legally before the Council and the first night they were read into the record.  

Councilor Sullivan, emphasizing that this was not a reflection of the current Law Department, recalled that 
the Council had been lied to by the Law Department regarding things that went on with the collapse, 
lawsuits, and practices with respect to the Essex Hotel. He then stated that it was not a lack of trust to 
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question the Law Department or any other department, but was due diligence and not a waste of taxpayer 
money. He added that the city lost millions on the advice of the Law Department at that time.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that she did read the items into the record at the last meeting.  

Motion to refer items 2 through 6 to the Finance Committee failed on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  6 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Sullivan, Vacon)--Nays  7--Absent  0. 

Councilor Devine made a motion to pass items 2 through 6. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the 
motion.  

Councilor Jourdain emphasized that a motion to take them all up as a package had not been passed.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she had not recognized the motion. 

Councilor Devine withdrew her motion and made a motion to pass item 2. Councilor Anderson-Burgos 
seconded the motion. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that if this were to pass the first reading, he believed the second reading should 
be tabled in order to get confirming of what the Law Department was saying. He then expressed 
frustration in being questioned about seeking to get independent verification of what they were reporting. 
He noted that they had reversed their own opinions in the last few years, and had given verifiably bad 
opinions. He then stated that he believed they got it right and did their best most of the time. He then 
emphasized that Holyoke elected a split Council 7-6, adding that people did not get to change the rules 
because they did not like how the election turned out by trying to circumvent the rules that had been in 
effect for years. He then expressed concern that this new contract required flex time to be given which 
would tie the hands of the mayor going forward. He added that he also did not agree that managers 
should have been in the union. He also expressed concern about giving everyone an extra 2 weeks of 
vacation, along with extra longevity time, adding that the average Holyoker wasn’t getting those benefits.  

Councilor I. Rivera suggested that there was an irony in questioning when governments, both locally and 
nationally, should follow rules. He added that it appeared to be wielding power in a way that was not fair 
when people who disagree were being chastised. He then suggested that if the city had been working in 
collaboration with employees over the years, there wouldn’t be a big hit all at once. He then stated that he 
could no longer be mad if an employee was asked to attend an Ordinance meeting and they couldn’t 
show up if they were not going to be compensated. He emphasized that when the people of Holyoke are 
referred to, the employees were also among the people of Holyoke who needed to be thought about.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos expressed frustration with claims that the City Solicitor can’t always be 
trusted. He then emphasized that these employees have been waiting since 2023 for these raises. He 
then questioned how anyone would feel about statements claiming that there was nothing wrong with 
waiting another two weeks. He also questioned the focus on when the City Solicitor was wrong when 
these people were just waiting to get paid. He also suggested that it was an insult that some councilors 
have a vendetta because of the results of an election. He added that the city had been in a rut for years 
and that was not on the newer city councilors who were being blamed.  

Councilor Vacon raised a point of order, asking that the debate stay on topic.  
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President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the comments were on topic as they were response to what was 
already said, adding that those earlier comments arguably had not been on topic.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that the mayor was trying to get things done and this felt like trying to 
block him in order to be able to claim he was doing a horrible job.  

Councilor Vacon stated that city councilors had a fiduciary responsibility. She added that once councilors 
receive opinions from the Law Department, it is on the councilors to vote based on the rules, emphasizing 
that the Law Department was advisory to the Council. She reiterated that the City Solicitor had changed 
their opinion to the complete opposite in just the last 2 years. She added that it was legal and fair for the 
Council to question the cost of an agreement. She also asked that the same empathy being expressed for 
these employees being also expressed for the taxpayers who have to pay for the contract. He added that 
it was the job of councilors to know the charter.  

Councilor Devine emphasized that the professional employees on the list had been asked into meeting on 
numerous occasions. She added that she can’t help it if someone has a $600,000 house. She then asked 
to get these passed for the sake of the good people who work for the city.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith called the question. Councilor Devine seconded the motion.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the motion was to pass the second reading.  

Councilor Jourdain asked when the motion to pass the first reading was. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she read the order into the record at the last meeting and that 
was the first reading. 

Councilor Jourdain stated there was never a vote to pass the first reading. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she read the order into the record, adding that there was a legal 
opinion on the agenda citing case law. She added that this was not a new debate.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that every single transfer that had come before the body had included a vote on 
the first reading and then a vote to adopt on the second reading. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the item was tabled at the last meeting. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that nobody made a motion to pass the first reading. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that there was a motion to table it after reading it. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that the charter required a motion to pass the first reading. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the Law Department as well as case law cited otherwise. 
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Councilor Jourdain stated that it was unfair. 

President Murphy-Romboletti asked how that was unfair. She also noted that some councilors do things 
that make things unfair to her.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he could talk all night about he gets treated in meetings. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she was not going to get into it. She then stated that Councilor 
Jourdain was out of order. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he had a point of order, reiterating that the charter required a passage of 
two readings.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that things sometimes get laid on the table.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that there still needed to be a motion to pass the first reading and then pass the 
second reading. 

President Murphy-Romboletti reiterated that the Law Department weighed in. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he did not ask for the Law Department to weigh in. 

Councilor Devine stated that she had asked.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she was going to listen to the Law Department. 

Councilor Jourdain asked why this was going to be different than what had been done for 100 years. He 
added that the SJC case had not gone to committee for a discussion.  

President Murphy-Romboletti questioned needing a discussion on everything that got communicated.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it should on a charter that everyone took an oath to enforce. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she did not need reminding of the oath she took. She then 
threatened to end the meeting early. 

Councilor Jourdain expressed frustration that this was censorship.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it was not censorship. 

Councilor Jourdain asked if the next step was going to be the police being called to kick him out.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the behavior was outrageous. She then demanded that 
Councilor Jourdain not raise his voice at her.  
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Councilor Jourdain stated that the public needed to understand that this was censorship.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it was not censorship, and she understood what censorship.  

Councilor Devine stated that Councilor Magrath-Smith had a motion on the floor.  

President Murphy-Romboletti called a five minute recess.  

A five minute recess took place. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she would recognize a motion to pass the first reading.  
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  7--Nays  3 
(Greaney, Jourdain, Sullivan)--Absent  3 (Bartley, Ocasio, Vacon). 

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked Atty Bissonnette if 7 was enough for passage. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that the motion passed as DLS advised that the appropriation was made to fund 
the contracts.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that as two readings had taken place on the same night, he believed that it was 
a violation of section 22 of the charter and should have required a two-thirds vote of the body.  

Councilor Devine made a motion to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 3 through 6 as a 
package. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith raised a point of order. She then asked if the body was just on item 3. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that was correct.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked if this was the first reading or the second reading. 

Councilor Devine stated that it was the first.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked for a motion to lay items 3 through 6 on the table, noting that the 
body had just argued about these for an hour and a half. She then acknowledged and was fine that half 
the Council was going to oppose her on everything she did, but expressed frustration if everyone was 
going to contradict each other.  

Councilor Jourdain raised a point of order. He then expressed it was an example of unfair treatment for 
her to state that half the Council was going to oppose her on everything. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she was not going to continue doing this. 

Councilor I. Rivera made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Greaney seconded the motion. Motion adopted.  
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DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, EIGHT 
THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY TWO AND 93/100 Dollars ($8,182.93) as follows: 
        FROM   TO 
12401   51101   LOCAL INSPECTOR                                          8,182.93            
12401   51102   ASST BUILDING COMMISSIONER                                            3,132.93 
12401   51103   CHIEF INSPECTOR OF WIRES                                                 2,828.00 
12401   51107   ZONING OFFICIAL                                                                      2,222.00        
                                                                                                       8,182.93 8,182.93 

--->  Laid on the table. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, ELEVEN 
THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED FORTY TWO AND 00/100 Dollars ($11,342.00) as follows:    
                                                 FROM  TO                                                               
11751   51106   PLANNER I                                                           11,342.00          
11751   51108   ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING                                         4,560.00 
11751   51102   ASST DIR OF ECONOMIC DEV                                                      4,560.00 
11751   51105   SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER                                                       2,222.00  
                                                                                                         11,342.00 11,342.00 
--->  Laid on the table. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FIVE 
THOUSAND FIFTY AND 00/100 Dollars ($5,050.00) as follows: 
        FROM  TO 
16911   51104   ENTERPRISE COORDINATOR                          5,050.00        
16911   51101   DIRECTOR WISTARIAHURST                                                      2,828.00 
16911   51103   CITY HISTORIAN                                                                           2,222.00     
                                                                                                5,050.00 5,050.00     
--->  Laid on the table. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, ONE 
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY AND 99/100 Dollars ($1,560.99) as follows: 
        FROM  TO 
15431   51104   INVESTIGATOR                                                   1,560.99            
15431   51105   NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER                                                   1,560.99     
                                                                                                       1,560.99  1,560.99 

--->  Laid on the table. 

From Assistant Solicitor Jane Mantolesky, letter regarding St. Vincent Lots 
--->  Laid on the table. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Ms. Patricia Normand of 36 Pleasant St to serve as a 
member of the Conservation Commission. Ms. Normand will serve a three year term expiring February 1, 
2028. 
--->  Laid on the table.  
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From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Mr. Denis Luzuriaga of 6 Pinehurst Rd., to serve as a 
Commissioner of the Holyoke Housing Authority.  Mr. Luzuriaga will replace Mr. Jose Maldanado-Velez 
and will serve the remainder of his term expiring April 1, 2029. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Ms. Lyn Horan of 100 Southampton Rd., to serve as a 
member of the Commission on Disabilities. Ms. Horan will serve a three year term expiring in March 2028. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Ms. Jessica Lebron-Martinez of 102 Brown Avenue., to 
serve as a member of the Commission on Disabilities. Ms. Lebron-Martinez will serve a three year term 
expiring in March 2028. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Mr. Jeffrey Horan of 100 Southampton Rd. to serve as a 
member of the Conservation Commission.  Mr. Horan will serve a three year term expiring February 1, 
2028 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Ms. Rosemary Arnold of 30 Mountain Rd. to serve as a 
member of the Conservation Commission. Ms. Arnold will serve a three year term expiring February 1, 
2028. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Ms. Sarah Wedaman of 28 Howard St.,  to serve as a 
member of the Commission on Disabilities.  Ms. Wedaman will serve a three year term expiring in March 
2028. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From City Solicitor: Lisa Ball- Case of Fuller v. Haines 224 Mass. 176 which addresses the first reading of 
an order 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From City Solicitor: Opinion from KP Law 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From Assistant City Solictor Jane Mantolesky- Notice of Sale - 285 Main 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From Councilor Councilor Givner- Boston Globe article on Impact fees  
--->  Laid on the table. 

From DOR- Guideline on appropriation transfers 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From Frank Demarinis, Shermerhorns site plan review 
--->  Laid on the table. 
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Cultural Humility Workshop Curriculum 
--->  Laid on the table. 

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Amin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, minutes from 
February 4, 2025 meeting. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Garcia, letter appointing 
Ms. Beverlyn Blanchard of 46 St. Kolbe Dr. to serve as a member of the Library Board of Directors. Ms. 
Blanchard will serve a three year term expiring February 2028. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
appointing Ms. Beverlyn Blanchard of 46 St. Kolbe Dr. to serve on the Library Board of Directors.  Ms. 
Blanchard term will expire Feb. 2025. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order  From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
appointing Mr. Thomas Gilchrist of 26 Dunn Ave to serve on the Library Board of Directors.  Mr. Gilchrist 
term will expire Feb. 2026. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
appointing Mr. Joseph Black of 1015 Maple St. to serve as a member of the Recycling Advisory 
Committee.  Mr. Black's will serve a three year term, expiring on August 1, 2027. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table.  

The Committee on Public Service to whom was referred an order From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter 
appointing Ms. Tiffany Espinosa of 30 Amherst St Holyoke to serve as a member of the Holyoke 
Redevelopment Authority.  Ms. Espinosa will replace Mr. Jorge Colon and will serve the remainder of his 
term expiring November 1, 2029. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the appointment be confirmed. 

Committee Members: 
     
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Special 
Permit Application of Salmar Realty LLC c/o Peter Martins for a special permit for a Proposed Coffee 
shop/Drive Thru Restaurant at South Street Plaza, A Portion of 209 South St. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the special permit be granted with the 32 conditions 
described in the Planning Board Site Plan Review Notice of Decision letter dated January 16, 2025 

Committee Members: 
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Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order City 
Council explore with the Mayor a residential redevelopment plan for city owned vacant parcels has homes 
built then sold.  City funds coupled with any available grant funding will be used for seed funding with the 
proceeds of the sales used to build more homes.  The long term play for the city is the generation of all of 
the property tax revenue from these home sales, the new availability of great new housing, the reduction 
in city owned buildable lots and the growth of population. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order The Law 
Dept., Building Commissioner and the city's property group provide its annual update on the City's 
Receivership program. Please send communication to the Clerk for the second city council meeting in 
January 2023.  

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY2025 FIREFIGHTER SAFETY 
EQUIPMENT GRANT PROGRAM, $24,081, NO MATCH " grant and authorizes the establishment of a 
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Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources 
associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda.' 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, THIRTY THREE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($33,000) as follows: 
FROM 
14101-51105 SR CIVIL ENGINEER   $ 17,000 
14251-51102 HOISTING EQUIPMENT OPERATOR      16,000 
TOTAL  $33,000 
TO: 
14102-53010 PROF ENGINEERING SERVICES    $33,000 
TOTAL  $33,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($100,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN   $  50,000 
12101-51117 DISPATCH       50,000 
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TOTAL  $100,000 
TO: 
12102-53010 MAP/DATA MAINTENANCE   $100,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, EIGHTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($80,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS   $40,000 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     40,000 
TOTAL  $80,000 
TO: 
12102-53010 MAP/DATA MAINTENANCE   $80,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, EIGHTY THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FIFTY SIX AND 00/100 
Dollars ($83,656) as follows: 
FROM 
11511-51201 PT ASSISTANT SOLICITOR    $83,656 
TOTAL $83,656 
TO: 
11511-51202 PT ASSOCIATE SOLICITOR    $83,656 
TOTAL  $83,656 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order From Sean Sheedy, Maintenance Admin for 
Holyoke Public Schools, 2-4-2025 SOI ARP PROJECTS HPS 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that the City of Holyoke appropriates the 
amount of One Hundred Thousand ($100,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a 
Schematic Design Study at Kelly Elementary School located at 216 West Street Holyoke MA 01040 for a 
potential roof replacement, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto (the “Project”), 
which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve an asset 
that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, and for which the City of 
Holyoke has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount 
to be expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. To meet this appropriation the Treasurer, 
with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 
44, Section 7, Chapter 70B, or any other enabling authority. The City of Holyoke acknowledges that the 
MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the 
MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the City to collaborate with the MSBA on this 
proposed repair project, any project costs the City of Holyoke incurs in excess of any grant that may be 
approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City of Holyoke; and that, 
if invited to collaborate with the MSBA on the proposed repair project, the amount of borrowing authorized 
pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement 
that may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 
44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 
and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without prior 
vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City of Holyoke appropriates the 
amount of One Hundred Thousand($100,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a 
Schematic Design Study at Lt Elmer J McMahon Elementary School located at 75 Kane Road Holyoke 
MA 01040 for a potential roof replacement, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto 
(the “Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of the school and 
preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, and for 
which the City of Holyoke has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. To meet this 
appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount under 
and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, Chapter 70B, or any other enabling authority.  The City of 
Holyoke acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based 
on need, as determined by the MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the City to 
collaborate with the MSBA on this proposed repair project, any project costs the City of Holyoke incurs in 
excess of any grant that may be approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility 
of the City of Holyoke; and that, if invited to collaborate with the MSBA on the proposed repair project, the 
amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in 
the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 
44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 
and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without prior 
vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City of Holyoke appropriates the 
amount of Seventy-Five Thousand($75,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a 
Schematic Design Study at Lt Clayre Sullivan Elementary School located at 400 Jarvis Avenue Holyoke 
MA 01040 for a potential partial roof replacement, including the payment of all costs incidental or related 
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thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of the school 
and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, and for 
which the City of Holyoke has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of mayor Joshua Garcia.To meet this 
appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount under 
and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, Chapter 70B, or any other enabling authority.  The City of 
Holyoke acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based 
on need, as determined by the MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the City to 
collaborate with the MSBA on this proposed repair project, any project costs the City of Holyoke incurs in 
excess of any grant that may be approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility 
of the City of Holyoke; and that, if invited to collaborate with the MSBA on the proposed repair project, the 
amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in 
the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 
44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 
and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without prior 
vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City of Holyoke appropriates the 
amount of One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of 
conducting a Schematic Design Study at Holyoke High School located at 500 Beech Street Holyoke MA 
01040 for a potential roof replacement, including the payment of all costs incidental or related thereto (the 
“Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve 
an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, and for which the City 
of Holyoke has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said 
amount to be expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. To meet this appropriation the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to 
M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, Chapter 70B, or any other enabling authority. The City of Holyoke 
acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, 
as determined by the MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the City to collaborate 
with the MSBA on this proposed repair project, any project costs the City of Holyoke incurs in excess of 
any grant that may be approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the 
City of Holyoke; and that, if invited to collaborate with the MSBA on the proposed repair project, the 
amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in 
the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 
44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 
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and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without prior 
vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City of Holyoke appropriates the 
amount of Seventy-Five Thousand($75,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a 
Schematic Design Study at Maurice A Donahue Elementary School located at 210 Whiting Farms Road 
Holyoke MA 01040 for a potential partial roof replacement, including the payment of all costs incidental or 
related thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful life of the 
school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, 
and for which the City of Holyoke has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. To meet 
this appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount 
under and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, Chapter 70B, or any other enabling authority. The 
City of Holyoke acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program 
based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the City 
to collaborate with the MSBA on this proposed repair project, any project costs the City of Holyoke incurs 
in excess of any grant that may be approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole 
responsibility of the City of Holyoke; and that, if invited to collaborate with the MSBA on the proposed 
repair project, the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant 
amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City of Holyoke 
and the MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify under Chapter 
44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to be issued pursuant to this Order, 
and to provide such information and execute such documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond authorization without prior 
vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 
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--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order the School 
Department, the School Committee, the Receiver and Mayor present a plan for the future of Metcalf 
School.  I’d like to hear long-terms plans as well as temporary ones.  I would like the district to consider 
the City continue using the school in its current purpose: as a learning institution.  If not in the plan, then 
let’s consider it as the headquarters of the School Department.  Should a committee be formed?  What 
plans are being discussed? The building, erected 1911, is iconic and should be preserved and, if needed, 
rehabilitated and repurposed for City uses.  Refer to HPS, Receiver, Mayor and Joint Committee. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table.  

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order From 
Mayor Garcia and Superintendent Soto, a Joint statement affirming the rights of immigrants 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order The 
Superintendent of Schools discuss his recent memo on affirming the rights of immigrants with the Joint 
Committee on City Council and School Committee. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table. 
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The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order From 
Sean Mangano, School Committee Finance Subcommittee 12.12.24 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table. 

The Committee on Joint Committee of City Council and School to whom was referred an order The 
Superintendent of Schools please update the Joint Committee on City Council and School Committee on 
any updated plans for the School Dept headquarters in light of their decision not to go forward with 
proposed High Street location. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 
Howard Greaney, Jr 

--->  Laid on the table. 

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS 

Magrath-Smith, ordered that City Council review CPA Committee recommendations and approve funding 
for FY25 CPA projects.  
--->  Laid on the table.  

Murphy-Romboletti- With community support, the City Council issue a proclamation to Gina Nelson, 
Executive Director of Community Roots Neighborhood Services, Inc. and the Veterans Lunch Program in 
recognition of the invaluable work they do for our community's veterans. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

Vacon- ORDER:  That the American flag protocol is followed for flags at public schools such as McMahon 
& on other city property, including; either lighting the flag or bringing the flag in each night and putting it 
up in the morning. 
--->  Laid on the table. 
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Vacon, Jourdain- ORDER:  The Treasurer & Auditor provide the City Council with an update & timeline for 
the certification of free cash. Refer to Finance Committee 
--->  Laid on the table. 

Bartley- Ordered that Schedule B, Compensation for Elected Officials of Chapter 2 of the Code of 
Ordinances be amended as follows: 
City Clerk: $90,000 
--->  Laid on the table. 

Devine, Givner - ORDERED: that the Directors of the Board of Health, Zoning, Planning, and the Animal 
Control Officer and Law Department meet with the Ordinance Committee to discuss Ordinance Sec. 14-
12 as it relates to #2 Hens, specifically the keeping of hens DEFINITIONS, SPECIAL PERMIT 
PROCESS, SPECIFICATIONS AND DIMENSIONS, GENERAL REGULATIONS, VIOLATIONS and any 
and all regulations whether State or Federal that may be pertinent. 
--->  Laid on the table. 

Devine - ORDERED: that the City Engineer determine if a BLOCK THE BOX is warranted at Columbus 
Avenue and Northampton Street.  Refer to City Engineer 
--->  Laid on the table.  

Devine- ORDERED that the Law Department determine and render an opinion as to whether DPW 
supervisors/employees can ticket those automobiles/trucks that are impeding snow removal and plowing 
during a legal parking ban.   
--->  Laid on the table. 

Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the "BYRNE STATE CRISIS INTERVENTION PROGRAM, $84,458.79, NO MATCH " 
grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the 
receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
February 18, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Laid on the table. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, NINE 
THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE AND 52/100 Dollars ($9,981.52) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51103 CAPTAIN   $3,663.90 
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12201-51104 LIEUTENANTS     6,317.62 
TOTAL  $9,981.52 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $9,981.52 
PP#16 TOTAL  $9,981.52 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
February 18, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Laid on the table. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY 
FIVE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($25,000) as follows: 
FROM 
8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION    $25,000 
TOTAL  $25,000 
TO: 
12103-58003 HPD CAP OUTLAY- BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS   $25,000 
TOTAL  $25,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
February 18, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Laid on the table.  

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, ONE 
HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED NINETY FIVE AND 56/100 Dollars ($108,695.56) as 
follows: 
FROM 
8815-10400 CANNABIS STABILIZATION   $108,695.56 
TOTAL  $108,695.56 
TO: 
19412-57630 SOLICITOR CLAIMS & DAMAGES  $108,695.56 
TOTAL  $108,695.56 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
February 18, 2025. 

Page 37 of 187



25 
 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Laid on the table. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FIVE 
THOUSAND Dollars AND 00/100 Dollars ($5,000) as follows: 
          FROM  TO 
12101 5119 POLICE RESERVE     5,000  
0010 57200 OUT OF STATE TRAVEL      5,000 
         5,000  5,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
February 18, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Laid on the table. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FIVE 
THOUSAND Dollars AND 00/100 Dollars ($5,000) as follows: 
          FROM  TO 
1421 51102 DPW HOISTING EQUIP OPERATOR   5,000  
01010 57200 OUT OF STATE TRAVEL      5,000 
         5,000  5,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
February 18, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Laid on the table. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FIVE 
THOUSAND Dollars AND 00/100 Dollars ($5,000) as follows: 
          FROM  TO 
12101 5119 FIRE FIGHTER LINE     5,000  
0010 57200 OUT OF STATE TRAVEL      5,000 
         5,000  5,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
February 18, 2025. 
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 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
--->  Laid on the table. 

Givner- In the interest of transparency, order that the Collins Center for Public Management present its 
findings, working with Holyoke's Government Restructure Advisory Council, on Payments In Lieu of 
Taxes, PILOTs. Some cities and towns (Boston, Brookline) developed formal PILOT policies where the 
municipality asks the nonprofit to pay a portion of the taxes their tax-exempt property would have paid if it 
wasn't tax-exempt. Springfield and Concord are exploring the need for PILOT policies. Holyoke has 
hundreds of tax-exempt properties including group homes, charities, drug recovery agencies, hospitals, 
health centers, churches, schools, colleges, and more that were included in the study. ~Send to DGR 
--->  Laid on the table. 

Givner- In an effort to promote efficiency while upholding quality of life standards, Order that the City 
Council invite department heads involved with permitting in to review special permit processes. 
Incomplete applications regularly come before DGR.  The current process is incredibly inefficient wasting 
8-10 hours, per applicant, in efforts from the Clerk's office, the Planning department, the Planning Board, 
building department, as well as City council and subcommittees. Our permitting Ordinance should be 
reviewed and updated if needed. ~Send to DGR for discussion / copy to ordinance for updates 
--->  Laid on the table. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Law Dept 
and Mayor be invited to the City Council to discuss an update on the city’s use of the receivership 
program including current properties being targeted and others that are excellent prospects for required 
repairs.  I also would like to see if we can use this for larger scale problem rental properties with the right 
receiver as has been done in larger metropolitan cities.  I also would like to start an initiative as has been 
used in large urban settings where we have required landlord training programs when appropriate as well 
as a model like Kansas City Bad Apple Program for repeat offenders.  Law dept. and Mayor will be 
encouraged to look at what resources we need to go bold on problem properties and develop a plan with 
us. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

--->  Laid on the table. 

Adjourned at 8:59 p.m. 

Page 39 of 187



Page 40 of 187



Page 41 of 187



Page 42 of 187



Page 43 of 187



Page 44 of 187



Page 45 of 187



Page 46 of 187



Page 47 of 187



Page 48 of 187



Page 49 of 187



Page 50 of 187



Page 51 of 187



Page 52 of 187



Page 53 of 187



Page 54 of 187



Page 55 of 187



Page 56 of 187



Page 57 of 187



Page 58 of 187



Page 59 of 187



Page 60 of 187



Page 61 of 187



Page 62 of 187



Page 63 of 187



Page 64 of 187



Page 65 of 187



Page 66 of 187



Page 67 of 187



Page 68 of 187



Page 69 of 187



Page 70 of 187



Page 71 of 187



Page 72 of 187



Page 73 of 187



Page 74 of 187



Page 75 of 187



Page 76 of 187



Page 77 of 187



Page 78 of 187



Page 79 of 187



Page 80 of 187



Page 81 of 187



Page 82 of 187



Page 83 of 187



Page 84 of 187



Page 85 of 187



Page 86 of 187



Page 87 of 187



Page 88 of 187



Page 89 of 187



Page 90 of 187



Page 91 of 187



Page 92 of 187



Page 93 of 187



Page 94 of 187



Page 95 of 187



Page 96 of 187



Page 97 of 187



Page 98 of 187



Page 99 of 187



Page 100 of 187



Page 101 of 187



Page 102 of 187



Page 103 of 187



Page 104 of 187



Page 105 of 187



Page 106 of 187



Page 107 of 187



Page 108 of 187



Page 109 of 187



Page 110 of 187



Page 111 of 187



Page 112 of 187



Page 113 of 187



Page 114 of 187



Page 115 of 187



Page 116 of 187



Page 117 of 187



Page 118 of 187



Page 119 of 187



Page 120 of 187



Page 121 of 187



Page 122 of 187



Page 123 of 187



Page 124 of 187



Page 125 of 187



Page 126 of 187



Page 127 of 187



Page 128 of 187



Page 129 of 187



Page 130 of 187



Page 131 of 187



Page 132 of 187



Page 133 of 187



Page 134 of 187



Page 135 of 187



Page 136 of 187



 
                                                                                                                                                   57 Suffolk Street – Holyoke, 

Massachusetts 01040 
(413) 626-5931 Cell  |  (413) 534-2000 ext-1670  

                                                                                                                        ssheedy@hps.holyoke.ma.us 

Sean P. Sheedy Maintenance Administrator  
 

                                                                                                                       March 13th, 2025 
 
Dear Mayor Garcia and City Council Members, 
 
The MSBA has reached out to me and made me aware that all 2025 requests for a Statement of 
Interest submission to the MSBA for a review into the accelerated Repair Program (ARP) must 
be voted on individually in their new Form of Vote. I have filled out the new documents and 
included them below. The open invitation has begun, and I have fully submitted the previous 
permission vote that I acquired from the Council back in February, unfortunately, we have to 
resubmit the correct vote language that the MSBA requires. With the deadline being March 21st, 
2025. The School Department is seeking on behalf of the City to resubmit Statements of Interest 
for a revised two separate projects. This non-appropriation referendum indicates the Council's 
awareness that the City is attempting to engage the MSBA by subsequent invitation into the 
ARP program. The projects we would like to bring forward are as follows: 
 

●​ Donahue School Exterior Windows and Doors in the New Wing 
●​ McMahon School Exterior Windows and Doors in the Courtyard 

 
The City of Holyoke, in collaboration with the School Department, would like to continue 
participating in the ongoing MSBA’s ARP program (Accelerated Repair Program) which qualifies 
for an 80% reimbursement. The current open ARP-SOI application process has started and we 
would like to participate in this year's application based on the outcome of the City Council's 
approval to move forward with the open 2025 ARP-SOI. As of the date of this letter, all of these 
Schools have a critical need for the requested projects to come to fruition. This process is time 
sensitive and the MSBA has established a deadline for a certified vote by the City Council and 
must be returned no later than March 21st, 2025. We ask you to place us on the March 18th, 
2025 Council agenda to comply with this deadline. 
 
We look forward to facilitating this collaboration between the City and the MSBA. I am always 
available to discuss the project in greater detail should you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sean P. Sheedy, 
 
Maintenance Administrator, 
Holyoke Public Schools.  
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HOLYOKE CITY HALL -- 536 DWIGHT STREET -- ROOM 10 -- HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 01040 

Phone (413) 322-5525     Email: tessaforholyoke@gmail.com 

Holyoke City Council 

 

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti, President 

March 13, 2025 

 

RE:  Municipal Finance Reform Update 

 

Dear City Councilors: 

 

I’m writing to provide a brief update regarding our collective work related to the modernization of our municipal 

finance departments.   As you are all very well aware, with the recent Special Election behind us and the 

transition from an elected Treasurer to an appointed position that is set to take effect in February 2026, we are 

now tasked with implementing a variety of changes on a structured timeline that is undoubtedly tight.  

 

In an effort to keep you all in the loop, here are some updates on work that is ongoing and upcoming: 

 

 

• To facilitate this process, a working group was formed that included myself, the Mayor, Treasurer, 

Chairs of Ordinance and Charter and Rules, and members of the Personnel and Law 

departments.   We are also leveraging the expertise of the City's contracted financial consultant, TJ 

Plante, who brings significant experience in municipal finance reform from his tenure with the City of 

Springfield. 

 

 

• Our working group has been meeting bi-weekly to assess necessary ordinance changes, job 

descriptions, and potential charter revisions. With budget season approaching, our priority is to 

implement these changes in alignment with the upcoming fiscal year. 

 

 

• To streamline our work and ensure critical discussions occur before the Mayor's budget presentation in 

May, I am coordinating joint meetings of the Ordinance and Charter & Rules committees with Chairs I. 

Rivera and Magrath-Smith. 

 

 

o Key meeting dates: 

▪ April 7 – Initial discussion on necessary municipal finance changes 

▪ April 16 – Follow-up discussions and refinement of proposals 
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Phone (413) 322-5525     Email: tessaforholyoke@gmail.com 

Holyoke City Council 

 

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti, President 

▪ Calendar invites have already been sent. I encourage all councilors to prioritize 

attendance to ensure productive discussions. 

 

 

• There are already a few orders that were previously filed related to municipal finance changes that 

need to be discussed.  As a reminder these include: 

 

 

o MCGEE - order to adopt MGL Chapter 43C “Optional forms of Municipal Administration” 

(currently in Ordinance) 

o MCGEE - Order that CAFO be created and added to Schedule A (Currently in Ordinance) 

o MCGIVERIN - order that pursuant to MGL Chapter 43C the City of Holyoke establish a 

Municipal Finance Dept by December 31, 2025 (Currently in Ordinance) 

o VACON, JOURDAIN - Order to create minimum requirements for appointed Treasurer position 

(currently in Ordinance) 

o BARTLEY, JOURDAIN, VACON - order to combine Treasurer/Tax Collector (Currently in 

Charter & Rules) 

 

 

• Additionally, we have identified several other necessary ordinance changes, some of which are time-

sensitive. To streamline this process and avoid a fragmented, piecemeal approach, we intend to 

introduce the Holyoke Municipal Finance Modernization Act—a comprehensive legislative package. 

 

 

o This Act will include an updated organizational chart, budgetary impacts looking at least three 

years ahead, new job descriptions and salary ranges for the combined positions, as well as a 

list of changes that will need to be made in both ordinances and our city’s Charter.  

 

 

• Our goal is to file the Holyoke Municipal Finance Modernization Act for the April 1st meeting so that we 

can have the bulk of our discussions during the months of April and May.  You are all invited to co-sign 

onto this effort; please know that we are aware that it is likely that many aspects included in the Act will 

evolve as our discussions occur.   Ideally, our goal would be to vote on these changes at the May 6 City 

Council meeting so that the Mayor’s budget presentation and budget hearings can follow shortly 

afterward. 
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Phone (413) 322-5525     Email: tessaforholyoke@gmail.com 

Holyoke City Council 

 

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti, President 

• I encourage everyone to get their questions or concerns ready ahead of time. In an effort to adhere to 

open meeting law requirements, you can send questions that you’d like us to research or discuss 

during our joint meeting directly to either myself, Councilor Rivera or Councilor Magrath-Smith.  

o It may help to review MGL Chapter 43C (for your convenience here is a link) 

o The 2016 Municipal Modernization Act of the Baker Administration also has helpful guidance 

that may be relevant to this conversation (for your convenience here is a link) 

I recognize that this is an ambitious timeline requiring significant commitment from all of us. While our 

perspectives may differ, we share a common goal—enhancing the financial health and governance of Holyoke. 

As we move forward, let us demonstrate how municipal leaders can engage in productive dialogue, find 

common ground, and enact meaningful reforms for our community.   

Sincerely, 

 

Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

City Council President 
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FY 2026 Budget Development 
Budget Advisory Group

Sean Mangano, Chief of Finance & Operations

March 11, 2025
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Budget Advisory Group

Superintendent’s Budget 
Advisory Group Purpose:

Review HPS finances and highlight key points for 
consideration in the development of the FY 2026 
Budget for approval by the Receiver and School 
Committee.

Serve as ambassadors in conveying to the 
community at large the struggles HPS has in 
balancing the budget.

Analyze operations and programs, make 
recommendations to balance the budget that are 
sustainable and instructionally driven.

Ensure that the budget  funds children first.

Budget Definition
Jacob Lew, Former US 
Secretary of Treasury

“The budget is not just a 
collection of numbers, but an 
expression of our values and 
aspirations.”
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Budget Advisory Group

Superintendent’s Budget Advisory Group Goals:

1. Review FY26 Budget projections.

2. Craft recommendations that will maintain and 
enhance the delivery of instruction in a sustainable 
fashion with a balanced  budget.

3. Highlight key points for consideration in the 
development of the FY26 Budget

4. Develop a good understanding of our budget issues 
and be able to articulate it to the general public and 
our stakeholders.
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Budget Advisory Group

Superintendent’s Budget Advisory Group

Rue Ratray Principal, Sullivan
Nicholas Cream President, Holyoke Teachers Association
Karyn McDermott Principal, McMahon
Amanda Smith Budget Manager
Elizabeth Montagna President, Paraprofessionals Association
Kevin Jourdain City Councilor, At-Large
Aaron Morris Principal, Kelly
John Whelihan School Committee, Ward 5
Sean Mangano Executive Director of Finance
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Governors Budget

Revenue
➢ Increase of $6.3m in the Required Net-School-Spending (NSS) which is 5.5% over PY

○ Year 5 of Student Opportunity Act Phase In

○ Overall foundation enrollment is down 46 students

➢ City offsets to NSS are increasing $548K as part of the funding plan for Peck Middle 

School.

➢ Charter Reimbursement decreased -$102,118 or -3.9%

➢ Non NSS request increasing 10% due to transportation, details on next slide.
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Governors Budget

Expenses
➢ Increase of $3.2m in salaries or 4.9%

➢ Health Insurance is expected to increase 5.0% or $440K

➢ Increase of $422K in the Retired Teachers Health Insurance that is part of the Cherry 

Sheet

➢ Increase of $946K in charter tuition/school choice expenditures or 5.7%

➢ Increase of $2.4m in Out of District tuition or 42.8% - actual increase is projected to 

be 5% with enrollment remaining relatively flat. Increase is due to $3m of carryover 

funding supporting the FY25 budget.

➢ Projected increase in Utilities of $250K for new Peck

➢ Transportation increasing 10% due to the following: 

■ contractual rate increases of appx. 5%; 

■ large increase in McKinney Vento transportation rates for other communities 

that we cost share with (primarily Springfield which increased 100%); and

■ an increase in special education van routes. 
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Transportation Costs

Outside of Net School Spending
➢ HPS Transportation - 10.3% increase 

➢ Charter Transportation - 9.9% increase

➢ City receives partial reimbursement for Mckinney Vento Costs, Special Education 

(Medicaid), and Foster Transportation.
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2026 Strategy and Approach

➢ We recognize that the scope of this challenge may require 

reductions and contingency plans in light of funding uncertainty

➢ We are challenged to be creative in service options and delivery 

models

➢ We recognize that all members of our school community must 

partner with us in order to be successful: schools, families, 

external partners, and our unions
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2026 Budget Development Process

➢ Chiefs were asked to submit budget reductions of 10%

➢ Individual Budget Hearings with Superintendent and Chiefs

➢ Business office will continue to analyze budget requests

➢ Business office will continue to analyze major accounts (Fringe, 

utilities, OOD Tuition)

➢ All Funds approach

➢ Establishment of Superintendents Budget Advisory Group

➢ Finalize staff allocations for schools

○ Maintaining per pupil amounts

○ Potentially adjusting staff allocation wherever possible
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Potential Solutions to Address the Gap

➢ Vet all level service budgets to ensure they are level service and 

review new initiatives and cuts separately

➢ Review for “Double Counts” and any other omissions and 

possible inefficiencies will be reviewed, analyzed, and 

addressed

➢ Review salary projection for better accuracy

➢ Analyze impact of Health Insurance

➢ Identify and eliminate one time, non recurring expenditures

➢ Evaluate existing initiatives and assess the merit of continuing

➢ Identify non-critical positions which may be vacant from 

attrition
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Potential Solutions to Address the Gap

➢ Identify and eliminate position for which the funding streams 

have expired or have been reduced

➢ Review all services to determine if outsourcing or insourcing 

saves money
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Planned Timeline

➢ Initial Meeting 3/11

○ Provide overview and initial projection

○ Identify key points in the budget

➢ 2nd meeting late April

○ Provide update on level service budget

○ Review any cost saving measures brainstormed

➢ 3rd meeting late May

○ Potentially have a balanced budget to review or update on 

projected deficit

○ Explain closing of gap and discuss messaging of budget
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➢ Preliminary budget gap of $2m driven by anticipated increases in Salaries, 
Tuitions, Health Insurance, and Utilities. 

➢ High level of uncertainty around grant funding, unsettled contracts, and 
availability of carryover funding.

➢ 10.3% increase in transportation, will need to have difficult conversations 
on options to manage rising costs.

➢ Projections will be refined as we proceed through the budget process:

○ identifying efficiencies and/or possible cost saving measures
○ evaluating other revenue sources that may provide transition 

support

➢ Goal is to maintain positive momentum on strategic initiatives while 
ensuring the budget is structurally sound and sustainable over time.

➢ Critical to work collaboratively with City officials in the crafting of the 
budget, especially those components that fall outside of net school 
spending.

Holyoke Public Schools                                                                                          Juntos Podemos | Together We Can 15

FY26 Key Points
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Lithium	
  battery	
  facility	
  fire	
  in	
  Westfield	
  poses	
  risk	
  for	
  Connecticut	
  River	
  Valley	
  basin.	
  
	
  
Jupiter	
  Power	
  of	
  Texas	
  plans	
  to	
   install	
  219	
  lithium	
  battery	
  storage	
  units	
  off	
  Southampton	
  Road	
  in	
  Westfield,	
  
near	
  the	
  boundary	
  of	
  the	
  Barnes	
  Aquifer.	
  “The	
  company”	
  is	
  seeking	
  exemptions	
  of	
  local	
  zoning	
  ordinances	
  and	
  
the	
  Water	
  Resource	
  Protection	
  District,	
  from	
  the	
  Massachusetts	
  Department	
  of	
  Public	
  Utilities.	
  	
  
	
  
These	
  facilities	
  are	
  a	
  new	
  technology,	
  with	
  a	
  history	
  of	
  fires	
  that	
  cannot	
  be	
  extinguished.	
  In	
  2023,	
  4	
  out	
  of	
  8	
  
battery	
  energy	
   storage	
   systems	
   (BESS)	
   in	
  New	
  York	
  experienced	
   fires.	
  The	
   fire	
   in	
   January	
  2025	
  at	
   the	
  Moss	
  
Plant	
  in	
  California	
  burned	
  for	
  5	
  days,	
  releasing	
  toxic	
  smoke	
  containing	
  heavy	
  metals.	
  Local	
  officials	
  described	
  
the	
  fire	
  as	
  a	
  worse	
  case	
  scenario	
  that	
  no	
  one	
  predicted.	
  Local	
  residents	
  have	
  reported	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  health	
  issues.	
  
Scientists	
  from	
  San	
  Jose	
  State	
  University	
  found	
  toxic	
  heavy	
  metals	
  in	
  the	
  soil,	
  hundreds	
  to	
  thousands	
  of	
  times	
  
higher	
  than	
  before	
  the	
  fire,	
  despite	
  the	
  Environmental	
  Protection	
  Agency’s	
  initial	
  claim	
  the	
  fire	
  did	
  not	
  release	
  
toxins.	
   The	
   fire	
   forced	
   evacuations,	
   shelter	
   in	
   place	
   orders	
   and	
   road	
   closures.	
   Orange	
   County	
   Supervisors	
  
passed	
  a	
  moratorium	
  on	
  BESS	
  facilities	
  to	
  give	
  them	
  more	
  time	
  to	
  consider	
  the	
  risks	
  posed.	
  
	
  
Westfield	
   and	
   surrounding	
   cities	
   are	
   connected	
   in	
   the	
   Connecticut	
   Valley	
   River	
   basin	
   by	
   low	
   elevations,	
  
ranging	
   from	
   54	
   to	
   248	
   feet	
   above	
   sea	
   level.	
  Mountains	
   on	
   three	
   sides	
   surround	
   the	
   region.	
   The	
   Holyoke	
  
Mountain	
  Range	
  average	
  height	
  is	
  900	
  feet,	
  the	
  Worcester	
  hills	
  average	
  600	
  feet	
  and	
  the	
  Berkshires	
  average	
  
1200	
  feet,	
  with	
  the	
  highest	
  elevation	
  of	
  1724	
  feet.	
  These	
  low-­‐lying	
  areas,	
  bordered	
  by	
  mountains,	
  trap	
  air	
  in	
  
the	
   valley	
   and	
   contribute	
   to	
  weather	
   inversions,	
  which	
   can	
  worsen	
   air	
   quality.	
   This	
   effect	
   is	
   a	
   contributing	
  
factor	
   to	
   the	
   Springfield	
   area’s	
   ranking	
   among	
   the	
   highest	
   in	
   the	
   nation	
   for	
   asthma	
   and	
   other	
   respiratory	
  
conditions.	
  A	
   thermal	
   runaway	
  event	
   in	
  a	
   lithium	
  battery	
  unit	
   could	
   result	
   in	
  a	
   fire	
   lasting	
  2	
   to	
  5	
  days.	
   The	
  
resulting	
  toxic	
  smoke,	
  poisonous	
  gases	
  and	
  heavy	
  metals	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  confined	
  to	
  the	
  proposed	
  site.	
  Fumes	
  
from	
  a	
  lithium	
  plant	
  fire	
  can	
  travel	
  35	
  to	
  50	
  miles.	
  
	
  
Impact	
  of	
  the	
  Ice	
  Age	
  in	
  forming	
  the	
  Connecticut	
  River	
  Valley	
  
	
  
Westfield	
  is	
  the	
  pre-­‐glacial	
  route	
  of	
  the	
  Connecticut	
  River.	
  Some	
  areas	
  are	
  less	
  than	
  100	
  feet	
  above	
  sea	
  level.	
  
Much	
  of	
  the	
  city	
  would	
  be	
  covered	
  by	
  water,	
  except	
  during	
  the	
  Ice	
  Age,	
  10,000	
  feet	
  of	
  ice	
  pushed	
  the	
  earth	
  to	
  
form	
  the	
  Holyoke	
  Mountain	
  range	
  to	
  the	
  north.	
  The	
  Connecticut	
  River	
  was	
  cut	
  off,	
  and	
  diverted	
  to	
  the	
  other	
  
side	
   of	
  Holyoke.	
   The	
  Oxbow	
   in	
  Northampton	
   formed	
   later	
   after	
   the	
   river	
   diverted	
   further	
   east.	
  Due	
   to	
   the	
  
valley's	
  topography,	
  pollution	
  from	
  such	
  an	
  event	
  could	
  spread	
  across	
  surrounding	
  areas.	
  These	
  areas	
  include	
  
Southampton,	
  Easthampton,	
  Northampton,	
  Amherst,	
  West	
  Springfield,	
  Springfield,	
  Holyoke,	
  Chicopee,	
  South	
  
Hadley,	
   Agawam,	
   and	
   Southwick.	
   This	
   area	
   also	
   includes	
   the	
   Barnes	
   Aquifer,	
   Tighe-­‐Carmody	
   Reservoir,	
  
Quabbin	
   Reservoir,	
   Boston’s	
   drinking	
   water	
   supply,	
   along	
   with	
  many	
   rivers,	
   streams,	
   ponds	
   and	
   wetlands.	
  
Portions	
  of	
  UMASS	
  –	
  Amherst	
  are	
  only	
  54	
  feet	
  above	
  sea	
  level.	
  
	
  
Following	
  the	
  lithium	
  battery	
  fires	
  in	
  California	
  and	
  New	
  York,	
  the	
  governors	
  called	
  for	
  investigations	
  into	
  the	
  
safety	
  of	
  these	
  facilities,	
  and	
  local	
  officials	
  introduced	
  legislation	
  to:	
  
•	
  Pausing	
  the	
  siting	
  lithium	
  battery	
  storage	
  sites	
  
•	
  Requiring	
  buffer	
  zones	
  between	
  battery	
  storage	
  sites	
  and	
  communities	
  or	
  ecologically	
  fragile	
  areas.	
  
•	
  Mandating	
  local	
  engagement	
  in	
  permitting,	
  rather	
  than	
  allowing	
  state	
  agencies	
  to	
  approve	
  on	
  their	
  own.	
  
	
  

The	
   	
  Clean	
  Energy	
  Act	
  was	
   just	
   signed	
   into	
   law	
   in	
  November.	
  Massachusetts	
   should	
  be	
  proactive	
  and	
   learn	
  
valuable	
  lessons	
  from	
  other	
  states.	
  We	
  all	
  want	
  safe,	
  reliable,	
  efficient	
  and	
  affordable	
  energy	
  and	
  have	
  a	
  right	
  
to	
   clean	
   air,	
   water	
   and	
   soil.	
   “Clean	
   energy”	
   technology	
   should	
   not	
   pose	
   a	
   risk	
   to	
   our	
   first	
   responders,	
  
surrounding	
  communities,	
   the	
  environment	
  and	
  certainly	
  not	
  our	
  drinking	
  water.	
  With	
  a	
  history	
  of	
   fires,	
  we	
  
simply	
  cannot	
  take	
  the	
  risk	
  that	
  nothing	
  ever	
  bad	
  will	
  happen.	
  

	
  	
  
– Dan	
  Allie,	
  Westfield	
  City	
  Council	
  
– d.allie@cityofwestfield.org	
  	
   413	
  455	
  6186	
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Brenna Leary <learyb@holyoke.org>

Fw: [EXTERNAL]Lithum Fire Poses Risk to CT Valley

Kaitlyn Bruce <k.bruce@cityofwestfield.org> Mon, Mar 10, 2025 at 11:18 AM
To: "learyb@holyoke.org" <learyb@holyoke.org>

Good morning,

I iniƟally sent this to your former email address.
On behalf of the Wesƞield City Councilor Dan Allie, please see the aƩached documents and email below.
Please share these with your City Council or Board of Selectman. If anyone has any follow up quesƟons
for him, please contact him directly:

Dan Allie, Wesƞield City Council
d.allie@cityofwestfield.org 413 455 6186

Thank you,
Kait
______________________________
Kaitlyn Bruce, City Clerk
Clerk of the Council
Chair of the Board of Registrars
City Clerk's Office, Room 210 | 413.572.6259 

Follow the City of Westfield on FACEBOOK!
Verify your voter status: https://www.sec.state.ma.us/wheredoivotema/

From: Daniel Allie <d.allie@cityofwestfield.org>
Sent: Friday, March 7, 2025 12:29 PM
To: Dan Allie <d.allie@cityofwestfield.org>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]Lithum Fire Poses Risk to CT Valley

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organizaƟon. Do not click links or open aƩachments unless you
recognize and verify the sender and know the content is safe.

Lithium battery facility fire in Westfield poses risk for Connecticut River Valley basin.

Jupiter Power of Texas plans to install 219 lithium battery storage units off Southampton Road in Westfield, near the
boundary of the Barnes Aquifer. “The company” is seeking exemptions of local zoning ordinances and the Water
Resource Protection District, from the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities.

These facilities are a new technology, with a history of fires that cannot be extinguished. In 2023, 4 out of 8 battery
energy storage systems (BESS) in New York experienced fires. The fire in January 2025 at the Moss Plant in
California burned for 5 days, releasing toxic smoke containing heavy metals. Local officials described the fire as a
worse case scenario that no one predicted. Local residents have reported a range of health issues. Scientists from

City of Holyoke Mail - Fw: [EXTERNAL]Lithum Fire Poses Risk to C... https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=e0a4cd6e1f&view=pt&search=al...
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San Jose State University found toxic heavy metals in the soil, hundreds to thousands of times higher than before the
fire, despite the Environmental Protection Agency’s initial claim the fire did not release toxins. The fire forced
evacuations, shelter in place orders and road closures. Orange County Supervisors passed a moratorium on BESS
facilities to give them more time to consider the risks posed.

Westfield and surrounding cities are connected in the Connecticut Valley River basin by low elevations, ranging from
54 to 248 feet above sea level. Mountains on three sides surround the region. The Holyoke Mountain Range average
height is 900 feet, the Worcester hills average 600 feet and the Berkshires average 1200 feet, with the highest
elevation of 1724 feet. These low-lying areas, bordered by mountains, trap air in the valley and contribute to weather
inversions, which can worsen air quality. This effect is a contributing factor to the Springfield area’s ranking among the
highest in the nation for asthma and other respiratory conditions. A thermal runaway event in a lithium battery unit
could result in a fire lasting 2 to 5 days. The resulting toxic smoke, poisonous gases and heavy metals would not be
confined to the proposed site. Fumes from a lithium plant fire can travel 35 to 50 miles.

Impact of the Ice Age in forming the Connecticut River Valley

Westfield is the pre-glacial route of the Connecticut River. Some areas are less than 100 feet above sea level. Much
of the city would be covered by water, except during the Ice Age, 10,000 feet of ice pushed the earth to form the
Holyoke Mountain range to the north. The Connecticut River was cut off, and diverted to the other side of Holyoke.
The Oxbow in Northampton formed later after the river diverted further east. Due to the valley's topography, pollution
from such an event could spread across surrounding areas. These areas include Southampton, Easthampton,
Northampton, Amherst, West Springfield, Springfield, Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley, Agawam, and Southwick.
This area also includes the Barnes Aquifer, Tighe-Carmody Reservoir, Quabbin Reservoir, Boston’s drinking water
supply, along with many rivers, streams, ponds and wetlands. Portions of UMASS – Amherst are only 54 feet above
sea level.

Following the lithium battery fires in California and New York, the governors called for investigations into the safety of
these facilities, and local officials introduced legislation to:

Pausing the siting lithium battery storage sites
Requiring buffer zones between battery storage sites and communities or ecologically fragile areas.
Mandating local engagement in permitting, rather than allowing state agencies to approve on their own.

The Clean Energy Act was just signed into law in November. Massachusetts should be proactive and learn valuable
lessons from other states. We all want safe, reliable, efficient and affordable energy and have a right to clean air,
water and soil. “Clean energy” technology should not pose a risk to our first responders, surrounding communities, the
environment and certainly not our drinking water. With a history of fires, we simply cannot take the risk that nothing
ever bad will happen.

Dan Allie, Westfield City Council
d.allie@cityofwestfield.org 413 455 6186
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