
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
FEBRUARY 4, 2025 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

1. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Police 
Department be allowed to hire a Crime Analyst past the Grade 10 mid-range (which is 
$70,407) to $78,000. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

2. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FORTY-EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT 
HUNDRED TWENTY-SIX AND 15/100 Dollars ($48,826.15) as follows: 
   FROM TO 

11211 51276 MAYOR'S 
CONTRACT 
NEGOTIATIONS  

21,631.74  

11211 51104 MAYOR'S PAY-
CAFO 

716.19  

15431 51103 VETERAN'S PAY - 
INVESTIGATOR 

6,002.88  

15431 51101 VETERAN'S PAY - 
COMMISSIONER 

2,240.00  

15431 51500 VETERAN'S 
VACATION 
BUYBACK 

2,000.00  

15431 51510 VETERAN'S SICK 
LEAVE BUYBACK 

5,000.00  

11521 51102 PAY - 
PERSONNEL 
ASSISTANT 

11,235.34  

12401 51102 ASST BUILDING 
COMMISSIONER 

 3,132.93 

12401 51103 CHIEF 
INSPECTOR OF 
WIRES 

 2,828.00 

12401 51107 ZONING OFFICIAL  2,222.00 
11751 51108 ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR OF 
PLANNING 

 4,560.00 

11751 51102 ASST DIR OF 
ECONOMIC DEV 

 4,560.00 

11751 51105 SENIOR PROJECT 
MANAGER 

 2,222.00 
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11751 51106 PLANNER 1  1,090.00 
12441 51101 SEALER OF 

WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES 

 2,525.00 

11711 51101 CONSRVTN & 
SUSTNBLTY 
DIRECTOR 

 3,030.00 

14211 51108 SAFETY OFFICER  2,020.00 
15411 51103 ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR - COA 
 2,222.00 

15411 51101 DIRECTOR 
COUNCIL ON 
AGING 

 3,030.00 

15431 51105 NATIONAL 
SERVICE 
OFFICER 

 1,560.99 

16301 51101 DIRECTOR 
PARKS/REC 
FORESTRY 

 2,899.14 

15101 51101 DIRECTOR 
BOARD OF 
HEALTH 

 1,632.00 

15101 51202 ANIMAL CONTROL 
OFFICER 

 2,020.08 

16911 51101 DIRECTOR 
WISTARIAHURST 

 2,828.00 

16911 51103 CITY HISTORIAN  2,222.00 
16301 51103 ASST DIRECTOR 

OF PARKS & REC 
 2,222.00 

   48,826.15 48,826.15 
Recommended that the order be denied. 

3. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order Settlement agreement by 
and between the City of Holyoke and Holyoke Professional Supervisors Association 
Recommended that the order be denied. 

4. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order Redlined Settlement agreement 
by and between the City of Holyoke and Holyoke Professional Supervisors Association 
Recommended that the order be denied. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

5. From Mayor Garcia, letter appointing Mr. David P. Owen of 12 Mason Rd. to serve as a 
member of the Historical Commission.  Mr. David Owen will serve a three year term 
expiring January 2028. 

6. From Mayor Garcia, letter appointing Ms. Beverlyn Blanchard of 46 St. Kolbe Dr. to 
serve as a member of the Library Board of Directors. Ms. Blanchard will serve a three 
year term expiring February 2028. 
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7. From Mayor Garcia, letter reappointing Brenna Levitin of 48 Vernon St. to serve as a 
member of the Library Board of Directors.  Ms. Levitin will serve a three year term, 
expiring February 28, 2028.  

8. From Mayor Garcia and Superintendent Soto, a Joint statement affirming the rights of 
immigrants 

9. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, 
meeting minutes from January 21, 2025 

10. From City Solictor Lisa Ball, legal opinion on votes and transfer request 

11. From Executive Director of the Holyoke Retirement Anthony Dulude, Notice of 
Retirement meeting to Elect to Grant Retiree COLA (no action needed by the City 
Council) 

12. From Alicia Zoeller, CDBG Allocation Spreadsheet 

13. From Sean Sheedy, Maintenance Admin for Holyoke Public Schools, 2-4-2025 SOI 
ARP PROJECTS HPS 

14. From Sean Mangano, School Committee Finance Subcommittee 12.12.24 

15. From the Office of the Governor, Public Settlements Policy - Jan. 2025 

16. From Harry Montalvo, President of Board of Directors Greater Chamber of Commerce, 
EM 1-29-25 announcement 

17. From harry Montalvo, President of Board of Directors Geat Chamber of Commerce, 
Chamber letter 

18. From Mary Monahan, Chair of Board of Public Works, letter to council TSS & BOD 

19. From Mary Monahan, Chair of Board of Public Works, follow up to funding request for 
levee repairs 

20. From Board of Fire Commission, meeting minutes from December 16, 2024. 

21. From Holyoke Redevelopment Authority, minutes from November 13 and 20th  

PETITIONS 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

22. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City create the 
position of a municipal hearings officer to hear appeals by offenders of the State 
Building Code made pursuant to MGL c. 148A, Section 2 and that a stipend be 
determined for said position 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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23. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order That the Vacant Building 
fee be adjusted to take into account the size (SF) of the building.  Currently, a flat fee is 
assessed which is not reflective of the burden to the city and it's taxpayers. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

24. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that no group homes, 
profit or non-profit, be allowed within the city limits of Holyoke, Ma without the approval 
of the Holyoke City Council. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

25. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that when the use a 
building is changing requiring permits from city departments but not City Council 
approval, a communication be sent to the City Council informing of the change. This can 
help councilors keep constituents informed so that concerns can be addressed. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

26. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, ONE HUNDRED FORTY FIVE AND 
00/100 Dollars ($145.00) as follows: 
FROM 
15102-57300 DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS – BOARD OF 
HEALTH  

  $  75.00 

15102-54220 SUPPLIES OTHER – BOARD OF HEALTH        70.00 
  TOTAL $145.00 
TO: 
11752-57300 DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS-PLANNING   $145.00 
                      TOTAL  $145.00 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

27. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND 
AND 00/100 Dollars ($350,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN   $250,000 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS       50,000 
12101-51117 DISPATCH       50,000 
  TOTAL  $350,000 
TO: 
12101-51300 OVERTIME    $350,000 
  TOTAL  $350,000 
Recommended that the order be adopted.  

28. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with 
M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the 
"FY24 MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY-EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM GRANT, $9,500, 50% IN KIND MATCH" grant and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting 
of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of 
said grant. 
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Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
 Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

29. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWO HUNDRED NINETY THREE 
THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY NINE AND 63/100 Dollars ($293,439.63) as 
follows: 
  
FROM 
8810-10400 GENERAL STABILIZATION   $186,557.8

7 
8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION      106,881.7

6 
  TOTAL  $293,439.6

3 
TO: 
14253-58002 HIGHWAY- CAPITAL OUTLAY 
MV 

  $293,439.63 

  TOTAL  $293,439.63 
Recommended that the order be referred back to the Council without recommendation. 

30. The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby 
appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY FOUR THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED EIGHTY AND 00/100 Dollars ($24,780) as follows: 
FROM 
0075-10400 VACANT BUILDING REVOLVING FUND     $24,780 
  TOTAL $24,780 
TO:   
12401-51201 PROPERTY MAINT/DEMO 
SUPERVISOR 

 $24,780 

 TOTAL $24,780 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

31. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City 
Council consider a rule addition to to RULE 6C (DECORUM/SPEAKING) adding the 
following words as a second paragraph:                 
"No Councilor shall speak more than 4 minutes during debate.  The President/and or 
the City Council Administrative Assistant shall keep track of the minutes. A (1) one 
minute reminder shall be given at the 3 minute mark during debate." 
Recommended that the order be adopted, amending "4 minutes during debate" to "3 
minutes at a time during debate." 
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32. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that Rule 9J be 
edited to remove the first two sentences, so that it reads, "If legal form is not provided 
48 hours prior to the meeting, upon objection of any member of the City Council, the 
matter will be tabled until the next meeting." 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

33. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order  that rule 9P be 
amended to remove the reference to items being tabled if they are not taken up in 45 
days. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

34. The Committee on Charter and Rules to whom was referred an order that the City Council 
reconsider our vote to appoint the City Treasurer rather than have it be and elected position and 
further take the necessary steps to combine the Treasurer and Tax Collector positions into one 
office.   
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

35. Jourdain- The Superintendent of Schools discuss his recent memo on affirming the 
rights of immigrants with the Joint Committee on City Council and School Committee. 

36. Jourdain- Ordered, that the City Clerk meet with the City Council to discuss the potential 
streamlining of poll locations in Wards 1, 2 and 5 as we have already done in Wards 3, 
4, 6 and 7.  All of these other Wards seem to function fine with one polling location and 
it would be a potential cost savings and less administrative burden to use the one 
location per ward method. 

37. Jourdain, Vacon- Ordered, that the City Council adopt the following Special Act and 
then place the question on the November 2025 ballot. 

38. Jourdain, Vacon- The Superintendent of Schools please update the Joint Committee on 
City Council and School Committee on any updated plans for the School Dept 
headquarters in light of their decision not to go forward with proposed High Street 
location. 

39. Jourdain- Ordered, that the City Council create an ordinance that creates a settlement 
policy and further prohibits the use of non-disclosure agreements in the City of Holyoke 
consistent with what Governor Healey has done at the state level.  Please see attached 
policy. 

40. Rivera, J.-Order that Davin Pasek (Zoning Official), a representative from the Law 
Department, Nicole Maisonet from Vcare, and Tammie Kozuch from Holyoke Health 
Center to attend a city council meeting to discuss Ordinance 6.4.6#6 and explore 
potential changes to the ordinance. 

41. Vacon- ORDER:  That installation of a crosswalk near #64 County Rd be evaluated for 
improved safety.  Refer to DPW, City Engineer & Public Safety 

42. Vacon- ORDER:  that the portion of Westfield Road from Doyle Drive to the traffic light 
at Apremont Highway be evaluated with recommendations made for safety 
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improvements, due to a number of recent accidents in the area.  Refer to DPW, city 
engineer and Sgt. Zurheide & the Traffic Enforcement Grant Committee 

43. Bartley- The Holyoke City Council continue its now 11-year tradition by issuing 
proclamations to the President, its award winners and the colleens of the St. Patrick's 
Parade Committee and the award winners of the Ancient Order of Hibernians (Woman 
& Man of the Year; Christian Charity awardee).  Both the Parade Committee and AOH 
have deep roots in Holyoke.  The council President set aside the start of the city council 
regular meeting of March 18, 2025 to issue the proclamations and the city council 
suspend its rules and allow the Presidents of both organizations to address the City 
Council that night.  Receive and Adopt.  Refer to our administrative assistant to 
coordinate the event, copy Parade Committee and AOH, and Councilor Devine to 
produce the proclamations. 
  

44. Bartley, Sullivan- The DGR committee invite the Valley (Holyoke) Blue Sox 
owner/president (Matt Drury) and its new manager (Endy Morales) to a future meeting 
to preview the Summer 2025 season.  Matt's in his 3d  season as owner and this will be 
Endy's first season as the Blue Sox' head coach.  Endy wore #40 when playing for the 
Blue Sox and that number is retired.  Receive and refer to DGR and to our Admin. Asst. 
to coordinate the meeting.  Copy to Park Commission. 

45. Bartley- The City of Holyoke and the Holyoke City Council continue its tradition (first 
instituted in 2019) by renewing and/or celebrating that the month of March is "Irish 
American Heritage Month" and promote the same for 2025 and in future years.  Receive 
and Adopt. 
  

46. Bartley- The Parks Commission forward the proposed lease between the City and the 
Blue Sox to city council for its review and approval asap (ie preferably prior to the start 
of the 2025 baseball season).  Receive and Refer to DGR.  Copy to the Parks 
Commission.  Copy to City Forester and DPW.  Copy to the Law Dept. 

47. Bartley- The City of Holyoke (esp the Mayor) consider permanently funding the 
Municipal Hearing Officer position by way of the Vacant Building reservation 
fund.  Refer to Ordinance, the Mayor, and Law Dept. 

48. Bartley- The Law Dept. in its next ex. Session, provide to city council an update on the 
pending sexual harassment lawsuit in US District Court.  The parties to the suit are 
three female students (Plaintiffs) and staff & students (Defendants) at Holyoke High 
School.  I was unaware of any such lawsuit prior to reading a newspaper article dated 
1/24/25. 

49. Bartley- The City Treasurer and/or Auditor send a communication to City council on the 
financial status of the Community Preservation Fund by the first meeting in March.  The 
motion is to receive and adopt. 

50. Bartley- The city ordinances shall be amended to order the city Treasurer and/or Auditor 
to send an annual communication to City Council on the financial status of the 
Community Preservation Fund by the council’s first meeting in March.  Items to be 
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included are: the most recent account balance; where the funds are deposited or 
invested; the dates and the amounts of any deposits either from the Commonwealth or 
the Municipality or any other source; the dates and the amounts of any withdrawals // 
payments in support the CPA’s mission.  Please also separately delineate any payroll or 
consultant information.  Refer to Ordinance. 
  

51. Bartley- The Parks Commission send a communication to City council by first meeting in 
March on the fund balance of the Scott’s Tower account.  I also encourage the 
Commission to do this annually.  Receive, Adopt and Refer to Parks Commission. 

52. Bartley- The City Engineer review the feasibility of a mid-block crosswalk on Homestead 
Ave. proximate to the secondary entrance to HCC.  (This entrance is N of the main 
gate).  If it is feasible and if there is financing to install (you would need to make it ADA 
compliant) then please send a report to Ordinance.  If not feasible, please send a 
communication to City Council by its first meeting in May 2025.  Receive and 
Adopt.  Refer to Engineer.  Refer to Ordinance. 
  

53. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, NINE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE AND 52/100 Dollars 
($9,981.52) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51103 CAPTAIN   $3,663.90 
12201-51104 LIEUTENANTS     6,317.62 
  TOTAL  $9,981.52 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY (PP #15)   $9,981.52 
  TOTAL  $9,981.52 
  

54. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($100,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN   $  50,000 
12101-51117 DISPATCH       50,000 
  TOTAL  $100,000 
TO: 
12102-53010 MAP/DATA MAINTENANCE   $100,000 

55. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, EIGHTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($80,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS   $40,000 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     40,000 
  TOTAL  $80,000 
TO: 
12102-53010 MAP/DATA MAINTENANCE   $80,000 
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56. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, EIGHTY THREE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED FIFTY SIX AND 00/100 
Dollars ($83,656) as follows: 
FROM 
11511-51201 PT ASSISTANT SOLICITOR    $83,656 
  TOTAL $83,656 
TO: 
11511-51202 PT ASSOCIATE SOLICITOR    $83,656 
  TOTAL  $83,656 

57. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, THIRTY THREE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($33,000) as follows: 
FROM 
14101-51105 SR CIVIL ENGINEER   $ 17,000 
14251-51102 HOISTING EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR  

    16,000 

  TOTAL  $33,000 
TO: 
14102-53010 PROF ENGINEERING SERVICES    $33,000 
  TOTAL  $33,000 
      

58. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, TWO HUNDRED NINETY THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY 
NINE AND 63/100 Dollars ($293,439.63) as follows: 
FROM 
8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION    $293,439.6

3 
  TOTAL  $293,439.6

3 
TO: 
14253-58002 HIGHWAY- CAPITAL OUTLAY 
MV 

  $293,439.63 

  TOTAL  $293,439.63 
  

59. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "FY2025 FIREFIGHTER SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
GRANT PROGRAM, $24,081, NO MATCH " grant and authorizes the establishment of 
a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures 
of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 
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60. Devine- That the City of Holyoke appropriates the amount of One Hundred Thousand 
($100,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a Schematic Design 
Study at Kelly Elementary School located at 216 West Street Holyoke MA 01040 for a 
potential roof replacement, including the payment of all costs incidental or related 
thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful 
life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the 
required educational program, and for which the City of Holyoke has applied for a grant 
from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be 
expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. To meet this appropriation the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount under 
and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, Chapter 70B, or any other enabling 
authority. The City of Holyoke acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-
entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and if 
the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the City to collaborate with the MSBA on 
this proposed repair project, any project costs the City of Holyoke incurs in excess of 
any grant that may be approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole 
responsibility of the City of Holyoke; and that, if invited to collaborate with the MSBA on 
the proposed repair project, the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote 
shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that 
may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify 
under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to 
be issued pursuant to this Order, and to provide such information and execute such 
documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond 
authorization without prior vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council  

61. Devine- That the City of Holyoke appropriates the amount of One Hundred 
Thousand($100,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a Schematic 
Design Study at Lt Elmer J McMahon Elementary School located at 75 Kane Road 
Holyoke MA 01040 for a potential roof replacement, including the payment of all costs 
incidental or related thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project would 
materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is 
capable of supporting the required educational program, and for which the City of 
Holyoke has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. To 
meet this appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to 
borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, Chapter 70B, 
or any other enabling authority.  The City of Holyoke acknowledges that the MSBA’s 
grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as 
determined by the MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the City 
to collaborate with the MSBA on this proposed repair project, any project costs the City 
of Holyoke incurs in excess of any grant that may be approved by and received from the 
MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City of Holyoke; and that, if invited to 
collaborate with the MSBA on the proposed repair project, the amount of borrowing 
authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the 
Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the 
MSBA. 
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FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify 
under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to 
be issued pursuant to this Order, and to provide such information and execute such 
documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond 
authorization without prior vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

62. Devine- That the City of Holyoke appropriates the amount of Seventy-Five 
Thousand($75,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a Schematic 
Design Study at Lt Clayre Sullivan Elementary School located at 400 Jarvis Avenue 
Holyoke MA 01040 for a potential partial roof replacement, including the payment of all 
costs incidental or related thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project would 
materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is 
capable of supporting the required educational program, and for which the City of 
Holyoke has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority(“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of mayor Joshua 
Garcia.To meet this appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is 
authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, 
Chapter 70B, or any other enabling authority.  The City of Holyoke acknowledges that 
the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, 
as determined by the MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the 
City to collaborate with the MSBA on this proposed repair project, any project costs the 
City of Holyoke incurs in excess of any grant that may be approved by and received 
from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City of Holyoke; and that, if invited 
to collaborate with the MSBA on the proposed repair project, the amount of borrowing 
authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the 
Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the 
MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify 
under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to 
be issued pursuant to this Order, and to provide such information and execute such 
documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond 
authorization without prior vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

63. Devine- That the City of Holyoke appropriates the amount of One Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand ($150,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a Schematic 
Design Study at Holyoke High School located at 500 Beech Street Holyoke MA 01040 
for a potential roof replacement, including the payment of all costs incidental or related 
thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project would materially extend the useful 
life of the school and preserve an asset that otherwise is capable of supporting the 
required educational program, and for which the City of Holyoke has applied for a grant 
from the Massachusetts School Building Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be 
expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua Garcia. To meet this appropriation the 
Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is authorized to borrow said amount under 
and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, Chapter 70B, or any other enabling 
authority. The City of Holyoke acknowledges that the MSBA’s grant program is a non-
entitlement, discretionary program based on need, as determined by the MSBA, and if 
the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the City to collaborate with the MSBA on 
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this proposed repair project, any project costs the City of Holyoke incurs in excess of 
any grant that may be approved by and received from the MSBA shall be the sole 
responsibility of the City of Holyoke; and that, if invited to collaborate with the MSBA on 
the proposed repair project, the amount of borrowing authorized pursuant to this vote 
shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the Project Funding Agreement that 
may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify 
under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to 
be issued pursuant to this Order, and to provide such information and execute such 
documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond 
authorization without prior vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

64. Devine- That the City of Holyoke appropriates the amount of Seventy-Five 
Thousand($75,000) Dollars for the purpose of paying costs of conducting a Schematic 
Design Study at Maurice A Donahue Elementary School located at 210 Whiting Farms 
Road Holyoke MA 01040 for a potential partial roof replacement, including the payment 
of all costs incidental or related thereto (the “Project”), which proposed repair project 
would materially extend the useful life of the school and preserve an asset that 
otherwise is capable of supporting the required educational program, and for which the 
City of Holyoke has applied for a grant from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (“MSBA”), said amount to be expended under the direction of Mayor Joshua 
Garcia. To meet this appropriation the Treasurer, with the approval of the Mayor is 
authorized to borrow said amount under and pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 7, 
Chapter 70B, or any other enabling authority. The City of Holyoke acknowledges that 
the MSBA’s grant program is a non-entitlement, discretionary program based on need, 
as determined by the MSBA, and if the MSBA’s Board of Directors votes to invite the 
City to collaborate with the MSBA on this proposed repair project, any project costs the 
City of Holyoke incurs in excess of any grant that may be approved by and received 
from the MSBA shall be the sole responsibility of the City of Holyoke; and that, if invited 
to collaborate with the MSBA on the proposed repair project, the amount of borrowing 
authorized pursuant to this vote shall be reduced by any grant amount set forth in the 
Project Funding Agreement that may be executed between the City of Holyoke and the 
MSBA. 
FURTHER ORDERED: That the Treasurer is authorized to file an application to qualify 
under Chapter 44A of the General Laws any and all of the bonds or notes authorized to 
be issued pursuant to this Order, and to provide such information and execute such 
documents as may be required for such purposes. 
Further Ordered: That there shall be no change in the purpose of this bond 
authorization without prior vote of approval by the Holyoke City Council 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Addendum: 
Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 
beginning of the next regular meeting. 

The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 
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discussed at the meeting.   
Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 

brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 
 

   
   

 City Clerk 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

January 21, 2025 

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:04 PM 

The Clerk called the roll.  Absent Members: 0 Present Members in person 12 (Anderson-Burgos, Devine, 
Givner, Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, J. Rivera, Sullivan, 
Vacon). Present Members on Zoom: 1 (Bartley)  

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be 
applicable to all motions to receive, refer items to committee, remove items from the table, place items on 
the table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules unless there is an objection. 
Motion adopted. 

The name of Councilor Magrath-Smith was pulled to head the roll call voting. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Joanne Grisanti, 205 Bemis Road, stated that after watching the January 8th Ordinance Committee 
meeting, she had concerns about the behavior of Ward 3 Councilor, David Councilor Bartley. She then 
recalled he had a temper tantrum during the meeting and angrily reacted to something that was not 
obvious. She added that he cursed at the chair and stormed out while continuing to shout. She then 
stated that she believed his behavior was unprofessional, disrespectful, disruptive, and unhinged. She 
noted that it was not the first time it had happened, adding that she did not believe he was fit to hold office 
in the city. She then asked the Council to censure or put him on leave until he could get treatment. She 
added that Holyoke deserved better.  

Anne Thalheimer, 97 Brown Avenue, stated that she also watched the Ordinance meeting, and found 
herself distressed and dismayed. She added that she was one of his constituents. She then stated that 
she believed he ha repeatedly shown his temperament was unfit for public office. She also noted that he 
had referred to her as a reoccurring nightmare, had spoken about her disrespectfully, had spoken 
disrespectfully to the Law Department, and the way he treated women was reprehensible. She also 
stated that she believed Holyoke deserved better. She then emphasized that councilors should be held to 
a higher standard, and she asked for action on this. She also praised Ordinance Chair, Israel Rivera, for 
remaining cool and staying professional, as well as having asked after the wellbeing of Councilor Bartley 
during the incident. She also stated that even if there were matters taking place in his personal life, there 
was no excuse for that behavior, and councilors should be demanding better.  

Elizabeth Caretti Grisanti, 205 Bemis Road, addressed the same Ordinance meeting and chose to focus 
on Councilor I. Rivera. She then commended him for the work he had done on the Council, adding that he 
deserved respect for the way he handled himself at the meeting. She added that she hoped he continued 
doing the job and would not allow himself to get beaten down by the disrespect.  
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Jeff Trask, 28 Central Park Drive, spoke as Emergency Management Director, stating that popup 
warming shelters had been operating at Providence Ministries in partnership with the city. He then 
explained that they usually opened them when certain criteria were met, such as below zero wind chills 
when it was unsafe to be outside. He also stated they expected to offer it at least until Thursday when the 
cold was expected to get better. He added that they were prepared to open them again if the need were 
to arise.   

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she was contacted by members of the public, the media, and 
other councilors about the conduct at the recent Ordinance Committee meeting. She then stated that it 
was not acceptable. She then emphasized there was a City Council rule that addressed how councilors 
should speak to each other and to the public. She then stated that she planned to treat everyone the 
same, and she would be calling people out if they were speaking and did not have the floor. She then 
expressed frustration to have to focus on this but emphasized it was her job as President to ensure there 
was decorum. She added that there should be no swearing and councilors should not be talking to each 
the way they may do elsewhere. She then asked councilors to remember to follow rule 6E, which stated 
“no member in debate shall make any references to another member, city employee, or member of the 
general public but in respectful terms.” She added that she did not think this was asking much, that the 
public was watching and expected more of councilors who took an oath to uphold the rules  

LAID ON THE TABLE 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Police Department be allowed to 
hire a Crime Analyst past the Grade 10 mid-range (which is $70,407) to $78,000. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 
--->  Laid on the table.  

COMMUNICATIONS 

(13:25) 

List of Council Appointments 2025 

President Murphy-Romboletti explained that there were annual appointments of the Council, adding that 
these were all reappointments. She then read the name up for reappointment, which included Anthony 
Dulude for Board of Assessor, Henry ‘Butch” Seidel for Water Commissioner, Maria Burke for Whiting 
Street Fund, and Jason Ferreira for Community Preservation Committee.  

Motion was made and seconded to go to the first ballot for the Board of Assessors. 

---> Anthony Dulude received 12 votes (Anderson-Burgos, Devine, Givner, Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-
Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, Rivera_I, Rivera_J, Sullivan, Vacon) for Board of Assessors. Anthony 
Dulude appointed to Board of Assessors. The term will expire January 31, 2028. 

Motion was made and seconded to go to the first ballot for Water Commissioner. 

---> Henry Seidel received 12 votes (Anderson-Burgos, Devine, Givner, Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-
Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, Rivera_I, Rivera_J, Sullivan, Vacon) for Water Commissioner. Henry 
Seidel appointed as Water Commissioner. The term will expire January 31, 2028. 
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Motion was made and seconded to go to the first ballot for the Whiting Street Fund. 

---> Maria Burke received 12 votes (Anderson-Burgos, Devine, Givner, Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-
Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, Rivera_I, Rivera_J, Sullivan, Vacon) for the Whiting Street Fund. 
Maria Burke appointed to the Whiting Street Fund. The term will expire January 31, 2028. 

Motion was made and seconded to go to the first ballot for the Community Preservation Committee. 

---> Jason Ferreira received 12 votes (Anderson-Burgos, Devine, Givner, Greaney, Jourdain, Magrath-
Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, Rivera_I, Rivera_J, Sullivan, Vacon) for the Community Preservation 
Committee. Jason Ferreira appointed to the Community Preservation Committee. The term will expire 
January 31, 2028. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 3 and 4 as a package. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Ms. Tiffany Espinosa of 30 Amherst St Holyoke to serve as 
a member of the Holyoke Redevelopment Authority.  Ms. Espinosa will replace Mr. Jorge Colon and will 
serve the remainder of his term expiring November 1, 2029. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Service Committee. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Ms. Mary O'Connor of 55 Mayer Drive in Holyoke to serve 
as a member of the Holyoke Historical Commission.  Ms. O'Connor will serve a three year term expiring 
on January 6, 2028. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Service Committee. 

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, meeting minutes 
from January 7, 2025 
--->  Received and Adopted. 

From City Solicitor Lisa Ball, Holyoke Police Chief Contract 
--->  Received. 

From Assistant City Solicitor Jane Mantolesky- Notice of Sale - Old Rock Valley Road 
--->  Received. 

From Tanya Wdowiak, City Auditor, response to order asking for information on revolving funds 
--->  Received. 

From Mary Monahan, Chair of Board of Public Works, Funding request to Rep Duffy for levee repair 
--->  Received. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 10 and 11 as a 
package. 

From R Levesque Associates, agreement to waive 65 day time frame to open public hearing on special 
permit application for 37 Appleton Street - Proposed Motor Vehicle Repair Garage filed on November 19, 
2024 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. Copy to Law 
Department.  
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From R Levesque Associates, agreement to waive 90 day time frame to act on special permit application 
for 209 South Street - Proposed Coffee Shop/Drive-thru Restaurant filed on June 6, 2023 and public 
hearing closed on October 28, 2024 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. Copy to Law 
Department. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 12 through 15 as a 
package. 

Board of Public Works minutes, March 2021 - December 2021 
--->  Received. 

Board of Public Works minutes, January 2022 - December 2022 
--->  Received. 

Board of Public Works minutes, January 2023 - December 2023 
--->  Received. 

Board of Public Works minutes, January 2024 - November 2024 

Councilor Jourdain asked if there was an explanation why these were being sent 4 years late.  

Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos stated that they has just sent them without any additional information.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the administrative assistant would be helping to get them online.  

Councilor Jourdain noted that the mayor had a meeting with boards about following Open Meeting Law.  

President Murphy-Romboletti expressed her understanding that some departments had admin support 
while others did not. She added that the administrative assistant was also working with some of their staff 
to help them learn how to add items to the website on their own.  
--->  Received. 

PETITIONS 

(24:00) 

Petition from Amanda and Marcos Garcia of 25 Brenton Lane for a Home Occupation for Accounting 
Remote Work 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.  

Petition from Alan Fini for a Special Permit for a Family Cemetery (9.3) at 2 Fini Rd. Holyoke 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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(24:35) 

President Murphy-Romboletti thanked Providence Ministries and the Emergency Management 
Department for their work getting warming shelters open.  
She then offered congratulations to Mayor Garcia for being named Grand Marshal for the St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade in Tralee, a sister city of Holyoke’s in Ireland. 
She also stated that Jim Lavelle was recognized at the recent Grand Marshal reception ahead of 
Holyoke’s St. Patrick’s Day Parade.  
She also stated that the Parade Committee would be attending a Council meeting in March to receive 
proclamations for award winners.  
She also stated that the Ambassador’s Breakfast would be held on the morning of the parade, adding that 
Admin Asst Anderson-Burgos would have information about that.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that the Board of Public Works had just put out an RFP for the long term sewer 
contract. He commended the work of the DPW Director, Carl Rossi, Chair of the BPW, Mary Monahan, as 
well as the ad hoc committee, DPW, and the outside consulting team. He then explained it would be 
released that Thursday and the process of interviewing and vetting applicants, as well as holding site 
tours, would begin.  

Councilor Devine stated that Bridget Monahan, who starred in Blue Bloods, was named as the JFK Award 
winner, the highest award given out by the Parade Committee. She added that Ms. Monahan would be 
honored at a mass and dinner the day before the parade. 

President Murphy-Romboletti noted Ms. Monahan was also in Coyote Ugly.  
She then stated that the special election would be the following Tuesday. She then encouraged the public 
to reperch the question and vote at their regular voting place. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

(28:50) 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City install a raised crosswalk (or 
other appropriate alternative) on Nick Cosmos Way in front of the Boys & Girls Club to ensure pedestrian 
safety for residents, kids and staff accessing the park. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera thanked the members of the public who spoke in his support earlier. He then 

Page 26 of 137



6 
 

explained that the Boys and Girls Club did not have a way to apply for a raised crosswalk because the 
process required homeowners or registered voters within a certain distance to sign a petition. He further 
explained that the committee agreed with the intent to allow the Boys and Girls Club to apply, but there 
would need to be an amendment to the ordinance to allow them to apply. He also noted that the acting 
engineer noted there was already a button at the location for pedestrians to activate a light but they were 
seeking more safety measures. He added that the Fire Department did not have an issue but they still 
needed to hear from the Police Department. He then stated someone would need to file an order to 
amend the ordinance because the order focused on trying to approve a raised crosswalk.  

President Murphy-Romboletti expressed her understanding that there was ordinance language provided 
related to changing the ordinance.  

Councilor Vacon confirmed that members had the legal form.  

Councilor I. Rivera explained that the order was never filed to ask for the language, and then expressed 
discomfort with voting on language without an order to make an amendment to the ordinance.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith expressed her belief that everyone was in agreement with approving language 
that would allow them to move forward with supporting the Boys and Girls Club to seek a speed hump, 
but acknowledged a companion order would need to be filed to approve the language.  

Councilor Vacon stated that the draft language would give them to ability to apply and open the process, 
including a review by the engineer.  

Councilor I. Rivera thanked both President Murphy-Romboletti and Councilor Vacon for their guidance in 
recognizing that approving the language would be different than what the order asked for.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked if the intent was to send the legal language back to committee. 

Councilor I. Rivera asked if he could file a late file. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that he could. She added that the administrative assistant would be 
able to put it in right away.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith suggested laying the item on the table until the late file could be taken up.  
--->  Laid on the table. 
*Item was later taken back up and recommendation was adopted.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 19 through 25 as a 
package. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that DPW install a 15-minute parking sign in 
front of the Stop and Go variety store at the corner of Hillside Avenue and Cherry Street. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Greaney thanked the committee for taking this up, adding that he would notify the business 
owner the following day. 

Councilor I. Rivera stated that they tried to hash this out as quickly as they could to get it done.  
--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 
Approved by the Mayor. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 20 through 24 as a 
package. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order Handicap Placard Application for Margarita 
Roldan of 150 Linden St. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 
Approved by the Mayor. 

Page 28 of 137



8 
 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order  he DPW install a Handicap sign for Estela 
Acosta 171 Beech St. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 
Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order the DPW install a Handicap sign for 
Rebecca Ganieary of 322 Linden St. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 
Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order The DPW install a handicap sign for Yulitza 
Diaz Garcia of 45 Congress Ave 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 
Approved by the Mayor. 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order  the DPW install a handicap sign for Hector 
Torres at 184 Sargeant St. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor I. Rivera 
--->  Report of Committee received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley). 

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the DPW install a Handicap sign at for 
Hector Torres of 184 Sargeant St. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Israel Rivera 
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Linda L. Vacon 
Meg Magrath-Smith 
David K. Bartley 
Jenny Rivera 

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take back up item 18 with late file 57 
as a package.  

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the City install a raised crosswalk (or 
other appropriate alternative) on Nick Cosmos Way in front of the Boys & Girls Club to ensure pedestrian 
safety for residents, kids and staff accessing the park. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Councilor I. Rivera - Ordered that the speed hump/raised crosswalk ordinance be amended to provide for 
an exemption in areas where there are no residential homeowners or registered voters to file a petition.   

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that as the topic was already discussed in committee, she would be 
comfortable suspending the rules to take final action on this item. 

Motion was made and seconded to take final action.  

Councilor Vacon suggested that as a technical point, the meeting may need to be recessed in order to 
hold a brief Ordinance Committee meeting to discuss and recommend the order and send it back to 
Council.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked what the will of the body was. 

Councilor Jourdain asked if the Ordinance Committee had already reviewed the language.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that they had.  

Councilor Vacon stated that while they had, it was not on the agenda. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that it would be in proper order to approve it that night as long as the rules were 
suspended. He added he would be okay with that as it was not controversial.  

Councilor I. Rivera agreed with was not controversial, and was okay as long as it was proper procedure.  

Councilor Greaney asked if the Council had to go into recess to discuss it. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that they did not if the rules were suspended.  
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Councilor Vacon stated it could be done either way. 

President Murphy-Romboletti observed there was no apparent objection to suspending the rules.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take final action.  

--->  Received and the Ordinance passed its first reading. 
       The Ordinance passed its second reading. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be enrolled. 
       The Committee has considered the same and find that it is truly and properly enrolled. 
       Report of Enrollment received. 
       The Ordinance was passed to be Ordained and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  12--Nays  0--Absent  1 (Bartley).  

(47:10) 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up late file 55 out of order and 
take final action. 

Councilor Jourdain asked if the motion was just to take it up out of order or to also take final action. 

Councilor Sullivan stated that he would like to take final action. 

SULLIVAN - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, 
TWENTY FOUR THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED EIGHTY AND 00/100 Dollars ($24,780) as follows: 
FROM 
0075-10400 VACANT BUILDING REVOLVING FUND     $24,780   
TOTAL $24,780 
TO: 
12401-51201 PROPERTY MAINT/DEMO SUPERVISOR    $24,780 
TOTAL  $24,780 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
January 21, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Sullivan stated that the position had been vacant for over 3 years and had not been funded for 
the current year. He emphasized that while the position remained vacant, the city had gone backwards in 
terms of addressing blight and handling projects with the numerous vacant buildings that had become 
inhabited by transients. He then explained that a candidate had become available and suggested that the 
position should be posted to get the process going. He added that the revolving fund had $162,000 in it, 
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with the request of just $24,780 to fund the position for the rest of the fiscal year. He noted there was full 
support for this from the Board of Health, the Building Commissioner, as well as the mayor.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that this would be a great conversation for the Finance Committee to have. He 
questioned why the discussion couldn’t wait until a committee meeting when the job had already been 
vacant for three years. He also questioned where the funding would come from in future fiscal years, 
expressing concern about adding another job that would add to the budget. He also suggested that jobs 
needed to be prioritized, emphasizing that there wasn’t an infinite sum of money to fund them.  

Councilor Vacon asked how the revolving fund could be used. She noted that she had heard it could be 
used to fund a position, but she would prefer to see information from the auditor explaining that. 

Councilor Sullivan stated that while the previous comments were well taken, he questioned if the city 
should wait until another collapse like the Hotel Essex that cost the city around $275,000. He also 
questioned where the funds would come from if several other buildings in need of repair collapsed. He 
suggested that those would be require much greater amounts of money than this transfer was asking for. 
He added that this was vetted by the Law Department but welcomed feedback from Atty Bissonnette to 
confirm that.  

Councilor Devine agreed with Councilor Sullivan on the need for this, adding that she was unsure when 
Finance could take it up. She then also welcomed an opinion from Atty Bissonnette.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow Atty Bissonnette to address the 
Council  

Councilor Jourdain asked for clarification of what the question would be. 

Councilor Vacon stated that she was actually seeking feedback from the auditor on if this fund could be 
used for this kind of transfer.  

Councilor Greaney raised a point of order. He questioned how this would stop a building from collapsing.  

President Murphy-Romboletti advised that was not a point of order.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that the abandoned building revolving fund had been used in the past to pay 
contractors for demolition work, and this could be used to fund personnel for eligible positions. He noted 
that it wouldn’t be best practice and a more permanent base of funding for future budget cycles would be 
preferred.  

Councilor I. Rivera recalled that he filed an order the previous year asking about revolving accounts, 
noting that item 8 on the evening’s agenda answered a lot of the questions being asked about revolving 
funds. He added that the vacant building revolving fund could be used for boarding up, cleaning 
expenses, and the other duties cited with this position. He noted that the 2024 revenues into the fund 
alone came up to $117,492, suggesting that the position could fund itself which would prevent it from 
adding to the budget.  

Page 33 of 137



13 
 

Councilor Greaney asked how funding the position right away was related to possible building collapses.  

Councilor Sullivan used a building on Cabot Street as an example, noting that bricks were already falling 
onto the sidewalk and there was a visible bulge in the building. He also stated that Water Department 
staff were unable to park next to the old Wonder Bread building for the same reason. He added that 
regarding the needed work on the City Hall parking desk, this position would allow for asbestos removal 
and demolition work to be done as a substantially reduced cost with a faster process.  

Councilor Greaney asked what the person would be able to do if this was passed right away.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that the previous demolition supervisor used to be able to prepare buildings for 
demolition, reduce the cost to the city, handling the boarding up, preventing additional destruction, 
identifying a list of blighted properties which had not been updated in years, and sometimes handling the 
demolition.  

Councilor Greaney asked if there was funding to take care of these things if they were identified as 
needs, emphasizing that addressing these issues was going to cost money.  

Councilor Sullivan agreed that it would cost money.  

Councilor Greaney asked if the city had it. 

Councilor Sullivan stated that in the past, money had come out of other funds as things were identified by 
the demolition supervisor, sometimes out of CDBG, some out of a budget line for demolition, and some 
from grants.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that this was starting to feel like a Finance Committee meeting.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that as the Council had a job to do, this should be discussed in committee. He 
emphasized that there were a lot of questions about the costs as well as the job responsibilities this 
person would need to do. He noted that he would likely be in favor of the suggestion to fund the position 
going forward out of the revolving fund. He further suggested that most councilors likely had not had a 
chance to think about this position before this meeting. He also suggested that no demolitions would be 
taking place in the next two weeks.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that she also had questions, including if it was full time or contracted 
services, what the job description would be. She also noted that pulling money for one thing also meant 
not having them available for other things, and she would like to know what other things this fund could 
be used for in order to prioritize needs.  

Councilor J. Rivera expressed support for this transfer following conversations with Councilor Sullivan. 
She noted that the building on Cabot Street was in her ward. She added that there was a lot of homeless 
people gathering in and around that building, expressing concern that it could eventually result in a 
tragedy if it collapsed or if there were a fire.  
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Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that while there were two valid sides to this issue, when weighing 
fiscal responsibility against safety, he believed safety should come first.  

Councilor Devine stated that she likely would not be able to schedule a Finance meeting until February 
11th or 24th. She then expressed her understanding that Councilor Sullivan knew a lot about demolition, 
and also believed this was about focusing on safety. She added that she believed Councilor Sullivan had 
this submitted as a late file knowing it would get some pushback.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that there appeared to be a Finance meeting scheduled on the 29th.  

Councilor Devine stated that there was, but she did not yet have an agenda. 

President Murphy-Romboletti asked for consideration that this be put on the next committee agenda. She 
stated that this would require 9 votes to pass right away, adding that she did not believe the votes were 
there.  

Councilor Devine stated that she could do that if the vote did not go through but asked that councilors 
actually show up to the Finance Committee meeting.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that while someone coming on board wouldn’t be ready to start a demolition 
project the next week, they would be able to begin the process of getting one underway, cutting down the 
timeframe, and mitigating the anger and liability to the city.  

Councilor Vacon expressed her understanding that the Law Department advised the money could come 
out of the revolving fund now, but it was not good practice to rely on it to fund the position. She then 
expressed concern with adding positions but would be warmer to it if the vacant building fund could be 
used for it.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that this would not be adding a position but filling a vacant position that had 
existed for 8-10 years. He then suggested that people could choose to cut it from the next budget if they 
didn’t like it.  

Councilor Jourdain emphasized as nobody knew what the mayor would do in the next budget, it should 
be discussed in the Finance Committee in order to find that out.  

Motion to take final action failed on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  8--Nays  5 (Bartley, 
Jourdain, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio) 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED AND 00/100 Dollars ($10,500) as 
follows: 
FROM 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN   $10,500 
TOTAL    $10,500 
TO: 
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12102-53010 MAP/DATA MAINT    $10,500 
TOTAL    $10,500 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the transfer was to cover pending invoices for technology as the line was 
previously underfunded.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "SFY25 SHANNON COMMUNITY 
SAFETY INITIATIVE (CSI) GRANT PROGRAM, $606,446.54, 25% IN KIND MATCH" grant and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and 
expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine explained that Shannon had been a pro-police senator. She then explained that the 
grant would be tracked in quarterly reports of gang suppression, walking beats in various neighborhoods, 
meetings, partnership with the Boys and Girls Club, as well as a partnership with Chicopee. She added 
the match would be paid by the Sheriff’s Department.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 
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The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "SFY2025 COMMONWEALTH PROJECT 
SAFE NEIGHBORHOODS INITIATIVE GRANT, $30,000, NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the 
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures 
of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the grant would cover Police Department enforcement of gang suppression, 
crime, and quality of life issues.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, THIRTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($30,000) as follows: 
FROM 
8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION   $30,000 
TOTAL    $30,000 
TO: 
16932-52500 WAR MEMORIAL R&M BUILDING   $30,000 
TOTAL    $30,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that $15,000 would fix the stream pipes, and $10,000 would cover waterproofing 
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the elevator pit at the War Memorial Building.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FIFTEEN THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($15,000) as follows: 
FROM 
14251-51104 PAY-HMEO   $15,000 
TOTAL  $15,000 
TO:   
14222-52505 R&M SENIOR CENTER  $15,000 
TOTAL $15,000 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the transfer would cover replacing the parking lot and making the lights 
functional as some were dim, some did not work, and some were blinking. She added that they would be 
using LED’s.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 
Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts the provisions of the "MA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH/PARTNERS FOR A HEALTHIER COMMUNITY - CAPACITY BUILD RACIAL EQUITY, $10,000, 
NO MATCH" grant and authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the 
accounting of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of said 
grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
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Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the grant was through the Personnel Department to hold trainings on racial 
equity and cultural humility. She added that it was about understanding different backgrounds and helping 
interactions with people of different cultures. She noted that the curriculum was asked for.  

Councilor Greaney asked if this had anything to do with hiring and firing. 

Councilor Devine stated that it did not.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- 
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 32, 33, and 34 as a 
package. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FORTY-EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED TWENTY-SIX AND 
15/100 Dollars ($48,826.15) as follows: 

FROM  TO 

11211 51276 MAYOR'S CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS  21,631.74  
11211 51104 MAYOR'S PAY-CAFO    716.19  
15431 51103 VETERAN'S PAY - INVESTIGATOR  6,002.88  
15431 51101 VETERAN'S PAY - COMMISSIONER  2,240.00  
15431 51500 VETERAN'S VACATION BUYBACK  2,000.00  
15431 51510 VETERAN'S SICK LEAVE BUYBACK  5,000.00  
11521 51102 PAY - PERSONNEL ASSISTANT  11,235.34  
12401 51102 ASST BUILDING COMMISSIONER    3,132.93 
12401 51103 CHIEF INSPECTOR OF WIRES     2,828.00 
12401 51107 ZONING OFFICIAL      2,222.00 
11751 51108 ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PLANNING   4,560.00 
11751 51102 ASST DIR OF ECONOMIC DEV    4,560.00 
11751 51105 SENIOR PROJECT MANAGER     2,222.00 
11751 51106 PLANNER 1       1,090.00 
12441 51101 SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES   2,525.00 
11711 51101 CONSRVTN & SUSTNBLTY DIRECTOR   3,030.00 
14211 51108 SAFETY OFFICER      2,020.00 
15411 51103 ASSISTANT DIRECTOR - COA     2,222.00 
15411 51101 DIRECTOR COUNCIL ON AGING    3,030.00 
15431 51105 NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER     1,560.99 
16301 51101 DIRECTOR PARKS/REC FORESTRY    2,899.14 
15101 51101 DIRECTOR BOARD OF HEALTH    1,632.00 
15101 51202 ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER     2,020.08 
16911 51101 DIRECTOR WISTARIAHURST     2,828.00 
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16911 51103 CITY HISTORIAN      2,222.00 
16301 51103 ASST DIRECTOR OF PARKS & REC    2,222.00 

        48,826.15 48,826.15 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be denied. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

---> Report of Committee to deny passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays-- Yeas  7--Nays  6 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Sullivan, Vacon)--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order Settlement agreement by and between the 
City of Holyoke and Holyoke Professional Supervisors Association 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be denied. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

---> Report of Committee to deny passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays-- Yeas  7--Nays  6 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Sullivan, Vacon)--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order Redlined Settlement agreement by and 
between the City of Holyoke and Holyoke Professional Supervisors Association 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be denied. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the vote was 3-2 in favor of denying in committee. She then explained that 
there were concerns with some employees getting too much vacation time. She added that they needed 
to negotiate comp time and changed it to flex time. She added that they also took out the ability to buy 
back vacation time. She also stated that the labor counsel for the city explained it was a major 
improvement for the city. She noted that it took a year and a half to negotiate, adding that it was now the 
AFSCME union and no longer an association. She also stated that vacation changed, longevity payments 
changed, the raises were set at 2%, 2%, and 1.5% over three years, and a merit component was added. 
She also noted that Atty Bissonnette provided a letter advising that state statute allowed retroactive pay 
to the fiscal year prior to the fiscal year in which the contract was executed, allowing it to be awarded to 
the beginning of fiscal year 2024.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked for clarification of the motion. 

Councilor Devine stated that it was to pass the first reading, noting that it had been denied at the last 
meeting, went back to Finance, and now was coming back out. She then made a motion to reject the 
committee report and approve the transfer. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the motion.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he spoke with Atty Bissonnette about the retroactivity piece but saw it as a 
minor consideration. He then clarified that the majority of the committee was not against raises but had 
concerns about a wholesale giveaway in the contract. He then explained the contract sought to mirror the 
giveaway on vacation time given to Schedule A employees a couple years earlier. He also noted that it 
was rare to have people supervising others being in the same union. He added that the mayor was also 
given the ability to give additional vacation time to new employees. He also expressed concern that the 
mayor gives away additional days off throughout the year. He then expressed concern with giving five 
year employees longevity pay, noting that it used to be at ten years. He then stated that flex time had 
been up to the discretion of the mayor before, with the new provision stating a request shall not be 
unreasonably denied. He emphasized this was on top of employees being guaranteed a 35 hour work 
week, which included department heads in the union. He suggested that the city cannot continue to afford 
the tax increases needed to cover this.  

Councilor Givner suggested that the city should respect the organization that took the time to negotiate 
the contract. She also emphasized that there was a savings in employes no longer being able to buy back 
their vacation time. She added that the longevity pay was likely tied to difficulties in keeping employees, 
noting the city had been losing employees to other cities. She suggested that there was a lot of 
speculative narration about what it was like in the real world, emphasizing that there was a lot of variation 
in what people experienced in the real world among just those on the Council. She also stated that not 
keeping people in positions and having understaffed departments meant people were not getting the 
services they expected with the taxes they pay.  

Councilor Vacon asked for clarification of what the vote was, noting that while the recommendation out of 
committee was to deny, the chair of the committee made a motion to deny the committee report.  

President Murphy-Romboletti explained that it was the same motion as it was at the last meeting, with a 
yes vote to deny the committee’s report was a vote to deny.  

Councilor Vacon asked if a yes vote was to deny the transfer. She then stated that it appeared it was now 
the opposite way with the way the motion was made.  
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Councilor Devine clarified that the motion was to reject the committee report and approve the transfer.  

Councilor Jourdain clarified that as the recommendation was to deny, and the motion was to deny that 
recommendation, a yes vote would be to approve the transfer.  

Councilor Vacon emphasized that was not the same vote as the last meeting, as the last time it was to 
support the recommendation to deny.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos stated that everyone could agree that the cost of living was going up. He then 
emphasized that the employees were not just employees but also constituents who paid taxes as well. He 
added that the vacation issue washed itself out because whether or not someone went on vacation, the 
job was still getting done. He then recalled that former Building Commissioner, Damian Cote, was doing 
not just his job but another one as well and was denied a request for a little extra incentive for doing the 
extra work. He added that Mr. Cote left not long after that.  

Councilor Greaney stated that there was no residency requirements for people who worked for the city to 
live in the city.  
---> Denial of the Report of Committee to deny passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of 
the yeas and nays--Yeas  7--Nays  6 (Bartley, Greaney, Jourdain, Ocasio, Sullivan, Vacon)--Absent  0. 
*Action was reconsidered and laid on the table.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it needed 9 votes to pass. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it was the second reading.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that it didn’t matter because it was a transfer from one department to another.  

Councilor Devine stated that President Murphy-Romboletti was correct. 

President Murphy-Romboletti reiterated her ruling that the transfer was adopted.   

Councilor Jourdain asked for an explanation. 

President Murphy-Romboletti explained that the transfer was voted on at the last meeting, it was denied, 
there was a motion to reconsider, it was sent back to committee, discussed there, and now sent back for 
its second reading.  

Councilor Jourdain clarified that it was section 22 of the charter referred to 2 readings within 3 days. He 
also noted that the Council had just voted on both the first and second readings. He then stated that it 
would not matter because section 49 of the charter required a two-thirds vote of the City Council if there 
was a transfer going from one department to another.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked Atty Bissonnette to weigh in. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that section 22 controlled the matter and this only required a simple majority. 
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Councilor Jourdain asked about the role of section 49. 

Atty Bissonnette disagreed on the characterization and reiterated it would not apply. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that it was moving money from one department to another, and one purpose to 
another. 

Atty Bissonnette stated that it was inapplicable to the situation, as the charter did not overrule the state 
law when it came to municipal finances. He then suggested discussing it with the auditor and DOR 
(Department of Revenue).  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she had spent years watching it be done this way. 

Councilor Jourdain appealed the ruling of the chair. Councilor Vacon seconded the appeal. He then 
reiterated that both readings had been voted on the same night. He also reiterated that these funds were 
being moved between different departments. He questioned how section 49 didn’t apply.  

Councilor Vacon stated that the numbers were the same as the vote two weeks ago, and questioned how 
it could have failed two weeks ago and was now being ruled as having passed. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she was basing her ruling on what she had heard from former 
Councilor McGiverin for years. 

Councilor Vacon made a motion to reconsider the previous action and lay it on the table. Councilor 
Greaney seconded the motion.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he would also like an opinion from the Law Department.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that the Council had just heard from the Law Department. 

Councilor Jourdain stated that he would like to see a written legal opinion.  

Motion to reconsider and lay on the table adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  7--
Nays  6 (Anderson-Burgos, Devine, Givner, Magrath-Smith, I. Rivera, J. Rivera)--Absent  0. 

(2:08:50) 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Special 
permit application of Marcel Gavel to operate a vehicle exhaust repair and welding business at 54 
Commercial Street (018-01-15). 

have considered the same and Recommended that the special permit be granted with the following 
conditions: 
1. That the hours of operation will be Monday - Saturday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.; 
2. That there will be no overnight parking; 
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3. That there will be no engine work on site; 
4. That there will be no vehicles stored inside; 
5. That there will be no hazardous waste storage in site. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner noted that the application was not complete and the Council was having an issue with 
accepting incomplete applications. She then explained that the applicant would be going into a space 
where he would be continuing the same kind of work that had been done there before, including welding 
work and custom fabrications, but would not be doing engine work. She added that he would not need 
parking. She also stated that he would have no hazardous waste.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked about the significance of no engine work on site.  

Councilor Givner stated that was what the applicant stated they would not plan to do.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked if the application was still incomplete. 

Councilor Givner stated that most of the applications had been coming in incomplete, adding there was 
not a good system to make sure they were complete. She added there was not much that could be done 
about this applicant, noting there was not much to be concerned about with this one, but it needed to be 
addressed going forward. She emphasized that it was the Council’s job to approve or deny, and did not 
have the specialized expertise that the Planning Department did to look at all of the specific requirements.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that he would be voting against it due to it being an incomplete application. He 
suggested figuring out how to make sure applications were complete going forward.  

Councilor Givner expressed concern that it could become a real problem in the future due to not adhering 
to recommendations from the Planning Department.  

Councilor Vacon noted that this had been due to a change in ownership and not a change in use.  

Councilor Greaney asked if the Planning Department could be asked what the proper protocol would be.  

President Murphy-Romboletti recalled that this was an issue when she was chair of DGR, adding that she 
would seek to get more guidance on how to address it.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  12--Nays  1 (I. Rivera)--Absent  0. 
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The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Special 
Permit Application of Daniel LaFlamme (Daniel’s Truck Center Inc) to operate a light truck repairing and 
detailing center at 41 Temple St (085-00-012) per sec. 7.2.13(a). 

have considered the same and Recommended that the special permit be granted with the following 
conditions: 
1. That the hours of operation will be Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.; 
2. That the lighting cannot be detrimental to the neighborhood;  
3. That the petitioner will address all open questions on the Planning Department letter dated December 
10, 2024. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the application was to add to the business, noting he had been operating in 
the neighborhood for some time. She also explained that this had been sent back to the committee after 
the last meeting due to Planning requirements not being fulfilled and it being an incomplete application. 
She then suggested it was not the fault of the applicant as he was functioning in a space that he was 
already doing business in. She added that the applicant was in touch with the Planning Department and 
believed he had addressed everything he needed to.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that he would be voting against this due to it being an incomplete application. 
He also recalled that this applicant had been before the Council before and there had been issues then.  

Councilor Greaney asked for clarification that this person had been operating without a permit.  

Councilor I. Rivera stated that issue had come up before where they had not been given permission to 
operate in the zone, and they were given that permission.  

Councilor Givner stated that this business was grandfathered in because it had been the same kind of 
business that had been there before.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  11--Nays  2 (Murphy-Romboletti, I. Rivera)--Absent  0. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 37 and 38 as a 
package. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order The DGR 
committee invite the District 8 Governor's Councilor to a future DGR meeting.  Tara Jacobs of Adams 
currently represents Holyoke in this office.  Her predecessor appeared in committee ca. 2017. 
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have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that Ms. Jacobs represented 102 cities and towns from Western Mass to 
Worcester. She added that the position was a constitutional office that participated in confirming judges, 
clerks, magistrates, parole boards members, and the advisory board of pardons. She added that they had 
confirmed 50 new judges during Governor Healey’s first term but there continued to be 50 openings in 
Berkshire and Hampden Counties. She added that discussion partly focused on the difficulty to fill 
positions, adding that Ms. Jacobs was working with local bar associations to educate people on how to 
become judges.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order that OPED 
please provide an update on the former K-Mart plaza.  On the main door to the former retailer is contact 
information for what appears to be a new owner.  Please reach out to them and circle back to city council.  
Per its web site:  For other inquiries, please call Transformco at (847) 286-2500 and please see its 
website www.transformco.com. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order Resolution 
that the Holyoke City Council, which represents the greatest number of Puerto Ricans per capita than any 
other community in the country outside the island, votes to condemn the "floating island of garbage" 
statement made at the political rally of a candidate seeking to represent every American - including those 
who live in and come from Puerto Rico. This statement was insulting, ignorant, and dismissive of the 
culture and contributions of Puerto Ricans. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the resolution be adopted. 
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Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that the resolution proposed by Councilor Anderson-Burgos was heartfelt and 
important to the times. She noted the committee approved it unanimously.  

Councilor Anderson-Burgos read the resolution into the record. He noted that Councilor Ocasio asked to 
be added to the order.  

President Murphy-Romboletti noted the resolution was also available in the packet.  

Councilor Devine recalled seeing the statements and found them to be despicable. She also emphasized 
that many in the community would be familiar with sentiments decades earlier that included the statement 
“no Irish need apply.” She then asked for a roll call vote and hoped for unanimous support.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and 
nays--Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an order  Resolution 
in Support of Eviction Sealing to Promote Housing Opportunity and Mobility (Attached). 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Carmen Ocasio 
Juan Anderson-Burgos 
Patricia Devine 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Givner stated that there was information shared about an eviction sealing law that would soon 
be going into effect. She added that the committee should later have a discussion once more information 
is available.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS 

(2:31:15) 
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Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 41 and 42 as a 
package. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY 
NINE THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED NINETEEN AND 44/100 Dollars ($29,619.44) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51104 LIEUTENANTS   $  4,120.92 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS       3,567.68 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     21,930.84 
TOTAL  $29,619.44 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $29,619.44 
TOTAL  $29,619.44 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
January 21, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- Yeas  12--Nays  0--
Absent  1 (Givner). 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, THIRTY 
TWO THOUSAND SEVENTY ONE AND 58/100 Dollars ($32,071.58) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51104 LIEUTENANTS   $  4,120.92 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS       3,567.68 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     24,382.98 
TOTAL  $32,071.58 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $32,071.58 
TOTAL  $32,071.58 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
January 21, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
President Murphy-Romboletti stated that both transfers represented 13 officers.  
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays-- Yeas  12--Nays  0--
Absent  1 (Givner). 
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Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 43, 51, 52, and 53 as a 
package. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, THREE 
HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($350,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN   $250,000 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS       50,000 
12101-51117 DISPATCH       50,000 
TOTAL  $350,000  
TO: 
12101-51300 OVERTIME     

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
January 21, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, ONE 
HUNDRED FORTY FIVE AND 00/100 Dollars ($145.00) as follows: 
FROM 
15102-57300 DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS – BOARD OF HEALTH    $  75.00 
15102-54220 SUPPLIES OTHER – BOARD OF HEALTH        70.00 
TOTAL $145.00 
TO: 
11752-57300 DUES & SUBSCRIPTIONS-PLANNING   $145.00 
TOTAL  $145.00 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
January 21, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council hereby accepts 
the provisions of the "FY24 MASSACHUSETTS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY-EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM GRANT, $9,500, 50% IN KIND MATCH" grant and authorizes the 
establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting of the receipts and expenditures 
of all resources associated with the administration of said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
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Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council pursuant to 
Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within a reasonable period of time, 
but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, generate a detailed report which outlines the 
planned outcomes with the documented actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for 
addition to the city council's next agenda. 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
January 21, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWO 
HUNDRED NINETY THREE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY NINE AND 63/100 Dollars 
($293,439.63) as follows: 
FROM 
8810-10400 GENERAL STABILIZATION   $186,557.87 
8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION      106,881.76 
TOTAL  $293,439.63 
TO: 
14253-58002 HIGHWAY- CAPITAL OUTLAY MV   $293,439.63 
TOTAL  $293,439.63 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
January 21, 2025. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Murphy-Romboletti, I. Rivera - Ordered that the City Council issue a proclamation in recognition of "Girl 
Day" on February 20 to present to Girls Inc of the Valley, as part of a day of recognition to inspire girls to 
consider careers in engineering and other STEM fields. 

Councilor I. Rivera asked to be added to the order.  
--->  Received and Adopted.  

Rivera, J.-As per the property manager's request from Lyman Terrace Apartments, we are requesting 
three parking spots for the staff in front of 17 Hampden Street, along with signs indicating "Parking for 
Lyman Terrace Staff." 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 
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Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 46, 47, and 48 as a 
package. 

Vacon- ORDER: At the 1-91 dedicated exit lane to the mall, consider the installation of flexible lane 
delineators to prevent people from illegally crossing the solid line across the bike lane.  
Refer to Public Safety and Sgt. Zurheide and the Traffic Enforcement Grant Committee. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Sgt. Zurheide and the Traffic Enforcement 
Grant Committee. 

Vacon- ORDER: that our Police Department address the illegal drag racing on Bobala Drive and 
coordinate with West Springfield police as able to stop this activity. Refer to PD, Sgt. Zurheide and the 
Traffic Enforcement Grant Committee 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to Sgt. Zurheide and the Traffic 
Enforcement Grant Committee. 

Vacon- ORDER:  the PD provide enforcement activities by Holyoke and/or State Police re: truck traffic 
during restricted hours at night and drivers exceeding speed limits on Homestead Ave. 
Refer to Public Safety, Sgt. Zurheide and the Traffic Enforcement Grant Committee 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to Sgt. Zurheide and the Traffic 
Enforcement Grant Committee. 

Vacon- ORDER:  Request to prioritize Homestead Ave. from Westfield Rd to Lower Westfield Rd be re-
paved due to high truck traffic volume & many rough repairs on the roadway. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Safety Committee. Copy to DPW. 

Vacon, Jourdain- ORDER: that the law department come into compliance with Ordinance 2-156 and the 
auditor confirms that the rates of pay are in compliance with the ordinance & schedule A. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to Auditor, Law Department. 

Greaney, Ocasio - Ordered that flashing stop signs be placed at the intersection of Jackson and 
Commercial Streets. 

Councilor Greaney noted this was the intersection near where 391 enters the city. 

Councilor I. Rivera suggested this could be sent as a communication to the DPW. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW, Ordinance Committee. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Greaney - Ordered that the handicap entrance to Holyoke City Hall be made completely serviceable for 
those people who need to use it. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW. 

 

Adjourned at 9:44 PM 
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                                                                                                                                                   57 Suffolk Street – Holyoke, 
Massachusetts 01040

Tel. (413) 534-2000  |  Fax. (413) 534-2297  
                                                                                                                       semangano@hps.holyoke.ma.us 

Sean Mangano, Executive Director of FInance

December 17, 2024

To:​ Finance & Facilities Subcommittee
From:​ Sean Mangano, Executive Director of Finance

Anthony Soto, Superintendent / Receiver
Sean Sheedy, Maintenance Administrator

Re:​ Facility Report

Enclosed in this document you will find an updated facility report.
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Facility 
Inventory
Current School Facilities (Current)

System

Est. 
Useful 

Life
Central 
Supply Donahue EN White

HH 
North

HH 
Dean Kelly Lawrence McMahon Metcalf Morgan Sullivan

Roof 25 Urgent Fair Good Poor Fair Poor Fair Poor Fair Fair Fair

Boiler/Furnace 15 N/A N/A Fair Good Good Fair Fair Good Fair Good Poor

Air Handlers / 
Chiller 20 Fair Fair Good Good Fair N/A Fair N/A N/A Fair Fair

Windows 20 Urgent Good Fair Good Fair Good Good Good Fair Good Good

Doors 10 Good Good Fair Good Poor Good Good Good Poor Good Good

Electrical 25 Good Good Good Good Good Good Fair Good Fair Good Fair

Playgrounds 20 N/A Fair Good N/A N/A Good Good Poor Poor Poor Fair

Generators 15 N/A N/A N/A Good Good N/A Urgent N/A N/A N/A N/A

Facility Overall

Original Build Date 50 1920 1973 1952 1964 1989 1975 1930 1961 1911 1963 1961

Addition or 
Renovation Date 50 1928 1989 1990 2009 2015 N/A 1973 1966 1997 1990 1989
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2019 School Facilities (2019)

System

Est. 
Useful 

Life
Central 
Supply Donahue EN White

HH 
North

HH 
Dean Kelly Lawrence McMahon Metcalf Morgan Sullivan

Roof 25 Urgent Poor Poor Poor Fair Poor Fair Poor Fair Fair Poor

Boiler/Furnace 15 N/A N/A Fair Poor Poor Poor Fair Poor Fair Good Poor

Air Handlers / 
Chiller 20 Fair Fair Good Good Fair N/A Fair N/A N/A Fair Fair

Windows 20 Urgent Poor Fair Good Fair Poor Poor Poor Fair Poor Poor

Doors 10 Good Poor Fair Good Poor Poor Poor Poor Poor Poor Poor

Electrical 25 Good Good Good Good Good Good Fair Poor Fair Good Fair

Playgrounds 20 N/A Fair Good N/A N/A Poor Poor Poor Poor Poor Fair

Generators 15 N/A N/A N/A N/A Good N/A Urgent N/A N/A N/A N/A

Facility Overall

Original Build Date 50 1920 1973 1952 1964 1989 1975 1930 1961 1911 1963 1961

Addition or 
Renovation Date 50 1928 1989 1990 2009 2015 N/A 1973 1966 1997 1990 1989
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MAURA T. HEALEY                                                                                                                  KIMBERLEY DRISCOLL                                    
     GOVERNOR           LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR  
 
 

   

 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
STATE HOUSE BOSTON, MA 02133 

(617) 725-4000 
 

 

To:  Executive Branch Offices and Agencies 
 
From:  Office of the Governor 
 
Date:  January 27, 2025 
 
Re: Executive Department Settlement Policy  
 

 
 It is the policy of the Healey-Driscoll Administration to encourage the amicable 
settlement of disputes in cases involving agencies or employees of the executive department, and 
to promote executive department-wide settlement processes and procedures that are consistent, 
transparent, and fair.  The Administration recognizes that the resolution of disputes by mutual 
agreement, and in accordance with regular procedures, ensures the efficient use of taxpayer 
funds, promotes confidence in government, and avoids disruption in public services.  To further 
these goals, this Executive Department Settlement Policy establishes requirements for obtaining 
authority to settle, settling, and tracking settlements of actual or threatened litigation involving 
agencies or employees of the executive department.   
 

1. Applicability of the Office of the Comptroller’s Regulations and Settlements & 
Judgments Policy. 

 
Executive department offices and agencies are reminded that the Office of the 

Comptroller’s settlements and judgments regulations, 815 CMR 5.00 et seq., and the 
Comptroller’s Settlements and Judgments Policy, are applicable to all monetary settlements 
within the scope of 815 CMR 5.00 et seq., whether the settlement occurs prior to or after the 
institution of litigation, and whether the settlement is paid from agency funds or the Settlements 
and Judgments Reserve.  The requirements set forth in this Executive Department Settlement 
Policy serve as a supplement and do not supersede the requirements prescribed by the Office of 
the Comptroller.   
 

2. Required Approvals for Settlement. 
 

Settlements of $20,000 or more.  An agency may agree to any settlement of $20,000 or 
more, other than a workers compensation settlement, only with the advance approval of: (i) the 
General Counsel of the Agency; (ii) the General Counsel of the Executive Office; and (iii) the 
Executive Office for Administration and Finance. After approval is received by the General 
Counsel of the Agency and the General Counsel of the Executive Office, the General Counsel of 
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the Executive Office for Administration and Finance shall be provided with: (i) a written 
settlement recommendation, including the procedural status of the case and a summary of why 
settlement is appropriate; and (ii) the controlling complaint if the matter is in litigation, and the 
most pertinent judicial decision, if applicable.1 

 
Settlements of workers compensation claims before the Department of Industrial 

Accidents.  An agency may agree to a settlement of a workers compensation claim of $100,000 
or more only with the advance approval of: (i) the General Counsel of HRD; (ii) the General 
Counsel of the Executive Office; and (iii) the Executive Office for Administration and Finance. 
After approval is received by the General Counsel of HRD and the General Counsel of the 
Executive Office, the General Counsel of the Executive Office for Administration and Finance 
shall be provided with a written settlement recommendation, including the procedural status of 
the case and a summary of why settlement is appropriate. 

 
Settlements in cases involving the Attorney General’s Office.  Where an agency is 

represented by the Attorney General’s Office or by a Special Assistant Attorney General, the 
agency may agree to settle litigation only with the approval of the Attorney General’s Office.  In 
addition, settlements over $2,500 and arising under G. L. c. 258 require the approval of the 
Attorney General’s Office regardless of representation. 

 
3. Settlement Agreements are Public Records. 

 
Under established case law, settlement agreements are public records but may be subject 

to limited redactions for personnel information of a highly personal nature under G. L. c. 4, § 7, 
cl. 26(c).  Absent unusual privacy concerns, settlement agreements should include language 
providing that the agreement will be considered a public record in its entirety.  Agencies may 
consider settlement language agreeing to limited redactions only when: (i) required by statute; or 
(ii) the language is requested by a claimant to address a significant privacy or safety concern, the 
language is approved by both the General Counsel of the Agency and the General Counsel of the 
Executive Office, and the claimant’s preference for the language is memorialized in the 
settlement agreement.2   
 

4. Nondisclosure Agreements are Prohibited.  
 

Since 2018, the policy of the executive department has generally precluded the use of 
nondisclosure agreements in litigation settlement agreements, and this policy has continued 
under the Healey-Driscoll Administration.  Non-disclosure agreements erode public trust and, by 
their terms, are largely inconsistent with the transparency requirements of the public records law.  
Accordingly, nondisclosure agreements (NDAs) in settlement agreements are prohibited and 
shall not appear in executive department settlement agreements.    

 

 
1 Under the Settlements and Judgments line item (1599-3384), approval by the Executive Office for 
Administration and Finance is also required for settlements on behalf of non-executive agencies or 
employees of non-executive agencies in excess of $250,000. 
 
2 If such language is included in a settlement subject to 815 CMR 5.00 et seq., agencies are required to: (i) 
note the required redactions on the Comptroller’s Non-Tort Settlement/Judgment Payment Authorization 
Form; and (ii) consult with the Comptroller’s Office prior to the submission of required paperwork. 
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For purposes of this Executive Department Settlement Policy, a “nondisclosure 
agreement” is a term or condition in a settlement agreement that would prevent a claimant from 
disclosing or discussing the underlying facts and circumstances of their claim or the existence of 
a settlement.   
 

5. Required Record Keeping and Tracking for Settlements. 
 

Executive department offices and agencies are reminded that the Secretary of State’s 
Statewide Records Retention Schedule applies to the retention of settlements and relevant 
supporting documentation.  See Schedule at D01-01(c): Primary copies of payment support 
documentation and transaction Postings; E05-01: Employee Complaint/Investigation/ 
Disciplinary Records; B05-01: Landmark Cases; E05-02(c): All other records.3   

 
For any matter that is settled, other than settlements of labor grievances or affirmative 

litigation, the settling agency shall, subject to the applicable records retention period, maintain a 
complete file consisting of: (i) the underlying claim or complaint; (ii) the settlement agreement; 
(iii) any settlement recommendation memoranda and attachments; (d) all documentation 
submitted or received from the Office of the Comptroller under 815 CMR 5.00 et seq., and the 
Comptroller’s Settlements and Judgments Policy; (iv) documentation of all required approvals; 
and (v) documentation of payment of the claim.     

 
Each executive office shall track settlements entered by the office and its agencies, other 

than settlements of labor grievances and affirmative litigation, including: (i) the claimant’s name; 
(ii) the date of settlement; (iii) the amount of settlement; (iv) the office or agency at issue; and 
(v) the type of claim.  The tracker maintained by each executive office shall be treated as a 
public record.   

 
6. Executive Office Settlement Policies 

 

Each Executive Office shall promulgate a Settlement Policy, applicable to the office and 

its agencies, which policy shall be approved by the Executive Office for Administration and 

Finance.  Office-specific settlement policies shall adhere to this Executive Department 

Settlement Policy and to all relevant requirements of the Office of the Comptroller, and shall 

include requirements for approvals of settlements of less than $20,000.  Office-specific 

settlement policies shall be treated as public records. 

 
3 While the Records Retention Schedule should always be consulted, most settlement documentation, 
including settlement payment support documentation and complaints associated with settlements, have a 
records retention period of 6 years. 
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           Mayor Joshua A. Garcia                                                   Board of Public Works 
          g 

                   City of Holyoke                                                                  Department of Public Works 

 
 

63 N. Canal Street • Department of Public Works • Holyoke, MA 01040-5019 
Phone: (413) 322-5645 Email: rodriguezs@holyoke.org  

 
Birthplace of Volleyball 

    
 
 
 
President Tessa R. Murphy – Romboletti 
Holyoke City Council 
City Hall 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
 
January 30, 2025 
 
Dear President Murphy – Romboletti: 
 
On Wednesday, January 29, 2025, State Representative Patricia Duffy informed the City that the Governor’s 
Office of Administration and Finance approved our request for emergency funding to repair the damaged 
levee. 
 
On December 20, 2024, the Board of Public Works requested assistance from Representative Duffy to secure 
funding for the estimated $777,000 for the design, permitting, and repair of Levee Stoplog Structure #7.  On 
January 16, 2025, the City led a meeting with representatives from Administration & Finance.  Participants 
in this meeting included myself, DPW Director Carl Rossi, Representative Duffy and staff, staff from 
Senator John Velis’ office, Michael Williams from Veolia, and engineers from Hazen & Sawyer.   
 
The Commonwealth recognizes the existing threat to residents, businesses, and critical infrastructure.  These 
funds will support temporary repairs as well as final design and construction that will provide the necessary 
protection.  This location also provides rail access to Holyoke’s industrial operations, including Sublime.  
Pinsly Railroad Company, formerly Pioneer Vally Railroad, is considering re-activating the line. 
 
All design and construction will comply with Army Corps of Engineers standards. 
 
The Board of Public Works thanks Representative Duffy, Senator John Velis, and the Commonwealth’s 
Executive Office of Administration and Finance for recognizing the critical nature of this project and 
Holyoke’s need for funding assistance. 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
Mary L. Monahan, Chair 
Holyoke Board of Public Works 
 
cc:   Mayor Joshua Garcia 

Representative Patricia Duffy 
Senator John Velis                                                             
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IN THE YEAR TWO THOUSAND AND TWENTY-FIVE 
 

________________ AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 18 OF THE REVISED CODE 

OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS 1997 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
 

 Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Holyoke as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1. Division 2 of Article II entitled “DEPARTMENT OF CODES AND 

INSPECTIONS” of Chapter 18 entitled “BUILDINGS AND BUILDING REGULATIONS” of 

the Revised Code of Ordinances of the City of Holyoke, Massachusetts, 1997, as amended, is 

hereby further amended: 

  

BY ADDING THE FOLLOWING SECTION 18-53 ENTITLED “VIOLATIONS” 

 

Section 18-53-Violations.  

 

(a) Pursuant to MGL c. 148A, Sec. 2, a local building inspector who takes notice of a 

violation of the state building code may provide an offender with notice of a written 

warning or a code violation as an alternative to initiating criminal proceedings. The 

notice shall contain the name and address of the offender, if known, the specific 

offense charged and the time and place of the violation.  

 

(b) Notice shall be delivered to the alleged violator at the time and place of violation. If 

this is not possible, the copy shall be mailed or delivered by a designee by the 

Building Commissioner at the alleged violators last known address within 15 days 

after the violation or discovery of said violation. The notice shall be executed in 

triplicate.  

 

(c) The notice shall include the scheduled assessment for each code violation alleged. If 

it is an ongoing violation, the local building inspector shall indicate the condition 

must be corrected within 24 hours of receipt of notice.   

 

(d) The notice of violation shall be returned by the alleged violator within 21 days by 

mail, personally or by an authorized person to the municipal hearing officer. The 

notice of violation shall include (1) payment in full of violation amount; or (2) request 

for a hearing before the municipal hearing officer. 

 

BY ADDING THE FOLLOWING SECTION 18-54 ENTITLED “APPEALS” 

 

Section 18-54 Appeals.  
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(a) If the alleged violator requests a hearing before the municipal hearing officer in 

accordance with Sec. 18-53d hereof, the municipal hearing officer shall schedule a 

hearing not later than 45 days after receiving such hearing request.  

 

(b) The municipal hearing officer shall duly notify the alleged violator of the date, time 

and location of the hearing.  

 

(c) Any person who fails to appear at the hearing date and time proscribed by the 

municipal hearing officer shall be deemed responsible for the code violation as stated 

in the notice of violation.  

 

(d) Any person aggrieved by the decision of the municipal hearing officer, after hearing, 

may appeal to the housing court within the county in which the violation occurred. 

The appeal shall be filed in accordance with MGL c. 148A, Sec. 2.  

 

BY ADDING THE FOLLOWING SECTION 18-55 ENTITLED “MUNICIPAL 

HEARING OFFICER” 

 

Section 18-55 Municipal Hearing Officer  

 

(a) Position. There is hereby established in the City of Holyoke the position of municipal 

hearing officer. The mayor shall appoint the municipal hearing officer, without 

confirmation by the city council.  

 

(b) Duties and Responsibilities. The municipal hearing officer shall be responsible for 

scheduling and conducting hearings in accordance with this section and MGL c. 40U 

and 148A, correspond with alleged violators and shall create written findings upon 

determination.  

 

(c) Qualifications. The municipal hearing officer shall have knowledge of the state 

building code, the ability to interpret the City of Holyoke ordinances, rules and 

regulations related to buildings within the city, and the ability to evaluate evidence 

and render a clear, concise decision. The municipal hearing officer shall participate in 

training provided jointly by the Office of the Attorney General and the Massachusetts 

Municipal Lawyers Association during the next training following appointment.  In 

no case shall the hearing officer, so designated, be an employee or officer of the fire 

department or building department associated with the local building inspector who 

issued the notice of violation. 

 

(d) Stipend.  The municipal hearing officer shall be entitled to a stipend of $2,500.00.   

 

BY AMENDING SECTIONS 18-56 TO 18-70 TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Secs. 18-56—18-70. Reserved.  
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 SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby 

repealed. 

 

 SECTION 3. This ordinance shall take effect on the date of passage.  

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Jane L. Mantolesky 

Assistant City Solicitor 
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The City of Holyoke, through its Honorable City Council and Honorable Mayor hereby 
petition the Massachusetts General Court to enact legislation to establish a process for 
recalling elected officials in the City of Holyoke, and that said legislation be entitled:

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE RECALL OF ELECTED OFFICIALS IN THE CITY OF HOLYOKE
 

And that said act read as follows:

SECTION 1. Any person who holds an elected city office, whose term is four years with 
more than twelve months remaining of the term of office, may be recalled from the office, 
by the voters, in the manner provided in this section.

(a) Recall Petitions. Two hundred fifty or more voters may file with the city clerk an 
affidavit containing the name of the officer whose recall is sought and a statement of the 
grounds upon which the petition is based not less than twelve months prior to the 
expiration of the term of office. The names on the affidavit shall be from the city at large. 
The city clerk shall deliver to the said voters’ petition blanks demanding said recall, printed 
forms of which he shall keep available. The blanks may be completed by writing or 
typewriting; they shall be addressed to the city council; they shall contain the names of the 
persons who have filed the affidavit and the grounds for recall as stated in the affidavit; 
they shall demand the election of a successor to the office; and they shall be dated and 
signed by the city clerk. A copy of the petition shall be kept on file in the office of the city 
clerk in a record book maintained for that purpose. The recall petitions shall be returned 
and filed in the office of the city clerk within thirty days following the date the petitions 
were issued, signed by at least ten percent of the total number of persons registered to vote 
at the preceding city election. The city clerk shall, within twenty-four hours following such 
filing, submit said petitions to the registrars of voters who shall forthwith certify thereon 
the number of signatures which are names of voters.

 (b) Recall Election. If the petition shall be certified by the registrars of voters to be 
sufficient, the city clerk shall forthwith submit the same to the city council. Upon its receipt 
of the certified petition, the city council shall forthwith give written notice of said petition 
and certificate to the person whose recall is sought. If the officer does not resign his office 
within 10 days following delivery of the notice, the city council shall order an election to be 
held with the subsequently scheduled November election, excluding the November election 
held during the final year of the officer's term.

 (c) Nomination of Candidates. An officer whose recall is sought may not be candidate to 
succeed himself at the recall election. The nomination of candidates, the publication of the 
warrant for the recall election, and the conduct of the same shall all be in accordance with 
the provisions of other laws relating to elections, unless otherwise provided in this section.
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(d) Propositions on Ballot. Ballots used at a recall election shall state the following 
propositions in the order indicated:

 For the recall of (name of officer) 
Against the recall of (name of officer)
 

Adjacent to each proposition, there shall be a place to vote for either of the said 
propositions. After the propositions shall appear the word "candidates" and the names of 
candidates arranged alphabetically, by surname. If a majority of the votes cast upon the 
question of recall is in the affirmative, the candidate receiving the highest number of votes 
shall be declared elected. If a majority of the votes on the question is in the negative, the 
ballots for candidates need not be counted, except as provided in (c) above.

 (e) Officeholder. The incumbent shall continue to perform the duties of his office until the 
recall election. If he is not recalled in the election he shall continue in office for the 
remainder of his unexpired term, subject to recall as before, except as provided in this 
section. If the officer is recalled in the election, he shall be deemed removed upon the 
qualification of his successor who shall hold office during the unexpired term. If the 
successor fails to qualify within five days after receiving notification of his election, the 
incumbent shall thereupon be deemed removed and the office vacant.

 (f) Repeat of Recall Petition. No recall petition shall be filed against an officer within six 
months after he takes office, or in the case of an officer subjected to a recall election and not 
recalled thereby, until after the completion of the current term.

 SECTION 2. So much of Chapter 438 of the Acts of the year 1896, as appearing in Chapter 
189 of the Acts of the year 1992, and any acts in amendment thereof and in addition 
thereto, as are inconsistent with this act, are hereby repealed.

 SECTION 3: This act shall be submitted for acceptance to the qualified voters of the City of 
Holyoke by the City Clerk placing the following question on the official ballot to be used in 
the City of Holyoke at the regular municipal election to be held in the year 2025:

"Shall the City of Holyoke implement a recall process for any elected official whose term 
exceeds two years, with more than twelve months remaining of the term of office?"If a 
majority of the votes in answer to said question is in the affirmative, this act shall take 
effect forthwith.

 SECTION 4: The city solicitor shall prepare a fair, concise summary and purpose of the law 
to appear with the question no later than 35 days before the election in accordance with 
section 58A of chapter 54 of the General Laws.
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SECTION 5: The General Court may make clerical or editorial changes of form only to the 
bill, unless the Mayor and City Council approve amendments before enactment by the 
General Court. The Mayor and City Council are hereby authorized to approve amendments 
which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition.

 SECTION 6: This act shall take effect upon its passage.

 

Clerk

 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval:

 

City Clerk Date

 

Approved:
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