
AGENDA FOR THE CITY COUNCIL   
DECEMBER 17, 2024 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

LAID ON THE TABLE 

1. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Police 
Department be allowed to hire a Crime Analyst past the Grade 10 mid-range (which is 
$70,407) to $78,000. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

2. From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter reappointing Ms. Rosanna Lopez to serve as a 
Commissioner of the Planning Board 

3. From Mayor Joshua A Garcia, letter regarding tax shift vote 

4. From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, 
meeting minutes from December 3, 2024 

5. From Councilor David Bartley, OML letter, complaint 12-10-24 F.E. 

6. From City Councilor Kevin Joudain, article regarding Holyoke Historic bank 

7. From Assistant Solicitor Jane Mantolesky, letter to City Council re 41 Temple Street 
special permit 

8. From Assistant Solicitor Kathleen Degnan, City Council Vote Accept M.G.L. c. 59, s. 5 
Cl 22J -HERO Act 

9. From Erin Linville, HPS Chief of Strategy and Turnaround, Recommendations on New 
Middle School Name, Mascot, and Colors 

10. From the Historic Commission, meeting minutes from the September 9, 2024 meeting 

11. From the Holyoke Redevelopment Authority, meeting minutes from September 19th and 
October 16, 2024. 

12. From the Holyoke Redvelopment Authority, meeting minutes from May 18, 2022 and 
May 17, 2023 

13. From the Holyoke Redvelopment Authority, Annual report from November 1, 2023 
through October 31, 2024. 

PETITIONS 
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14. Petition of Karen Spear of 778 Homestead Ave for a renewal of a Home Occupation for 
a nail salon 

15. Petition of David Greenberg of 18 Karen Drive South Hadley, renewal of a Junk Dealer 
License at 448 Appleton St. 

16. Petition of David Greenberg of 18 Karen Drive South Hadley, renewal of a Pawn Broker 
License at 448 Appleton St 

17. Petition of Benjamin Hildebrand of 199 Servistar Industrial Way Suite 2, for a restaurant 
and Retail Store Reconstruction in the Limited Business District 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

18. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order  Special permit extension 
application of 876 Grow Inc at 360 Race Street (028-06-018A) to build and operate a 
marijuana cultivation and processing establishment. 
Recommended that a one year extension be granted. 

19. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order  that consideration be 
made to adopt the changes available under the HERO Act for Veteran Property tax 
exemptions: whether to adopt Clause I or Clause J or both clauses simultaneously. 
Recommended that Clause J be adopted at 100% exemption. 

20. The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order  that we add Clauses 22, 
22A, 22B, 22C, 22E, 22F, and 22H of the Hero's Act to expand benefits for veterans. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

21. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that Parks and Rec, 
along with the school department come into Public Safety to discuss the management 
and maintenance    of parks that are on school property. There has been much 
confusion as to who is responsible for what and it is important for the city get a formal 
understanding so that we are able to better fund things are needed. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

22. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order  that Members of the 
parks & Rec Commission be invited in to Public safety to discuss plans around 
Springdale park as well as what the plans or if any support is needed in potential park 
improvement throughout the city. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

23. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the City install a 
raised crosswalk (or other appropriate alternative) on Nick Cosmos Way in front of the 
Boys & Girls Club to ensure pedestrian safety for residents, kids and staff accessing the 
park.  
Recommended that the order be referred to the Ordinance Committee and copied to the 
Law Department. 
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24. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order  that the signals 
division of the fire department implement a light delay at Hamden & Linden streets to 
help avoid incidents. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

25. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order That the City Engineer 
come to a Public Safety Committee meeting to discuss the possibility of making Corser 
St one way traffic. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

26. The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order The city review and 
advise on a constituent request to install a "do not block the box" on Northampton St/ 
Longwood Ave. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

27. -- The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order that the City Council 
invite the Department of Public Works as well as the Park & Recreation Department to meet 
with the Public Safety Committee around addressing the graffiti at the SkatePark located at 
Pulaski Park along with also exploring the possibility of developing a larger master plan for 
Pulaski Park in its entirety. 
Recommended that the order be given a leave to withdraw. 

28. -- The Committee on Public Safety to whom was referred an order That the city 
engineer research if a stop sign could be placed at the end of Willow St. where it meets 
Brown Ave. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

29. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order Petition of Francisco Martir, Food Vendor License Application for 415 Main St. 
Recommended that the petition be denied. 

30. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order Special Permit Application of Daniel LaFlamme (Daniel’s Truck Center Inc) to 
operate a light truck repairing and detailing center at 41 Temple St (085-00-012) per 
sec. 7.2.13(a). 
Recommended that the petition be granted with the following conditions: 
1. That the hours of operation will be Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., 
2. That the lighting cannot be detrimental to the neighborhood,  
3. That the petitioner will address all open questions on the Planning Department letter 
dated December 10, 2024. 

31. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order The procurement office present any contract(s) relative to the Anniversary Hill // 
Scott's Tower project by and between the City, Kestral Land Trust, the CPA Committee, 
etc.  to the City Council via a communication by the first meeting in September.  If 
possible, please email the documents to the City Council admin. assistant as early as 
possible. 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 
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32. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order Anniversary Hill Park Trail & Utility Corridor Contract Documents 
Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

33. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order that Holyoke Assessors Parcel 062-03-005, 133 Pine Street, Holyoke, MA be sold to abutter, 
Pine Suffolk, LLC with an address of 175 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA 01040, for $4,500.00. This 
property is valued under $35,000.00 and therefore exempt from procurement requirements.  This 
property was originally sold via auction to the above abutter, but due to an error in the auction 
process the same was declared void.  $4,500 was the auction price.  The abutter plans to utilize the 
property in connection with his business located on either side of the property.  This property was 
previously declared surplus. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

34. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order that Holyoke Assessors Parcel 183-00-006, Old Rock Valley Road, Holyoke, MA be declared 
surplus and sold to abutter, Jessica A. Messier with an address of 22 Old Rock Valley Road, 
Holyoke, MA 01040, for $25,000.00. This property is valued under $35,000.00 and therefore exempt 
from procurement requirements.  The abutter plans to keep this property as open space. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

35. The Committee on Development and Governmental Relations to whom was referred an 
order to amend the approved City Center Liquor License authorization for an expanded 
area by including a geographical description for the added eligible area in the previously 
approved home rule petition. 
This addition is needed for final submission and approval by the Legislature. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

MOTIONS, ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS 

36. Jourdain- Ordered, that pursuant to Chapter 12 of our Ordinances that the City Council 
accept the recommendation of the School Department and give its final approval of the 
naming of the new middle school located in Elmwood as the Dr. William R. Peck Middle 
School. 

37. Magrath-Smith - Ordered that Council separate the positions of Parks Superintendent 
and City Forester and make necessary changes in Ordinance in order to do so. Our 
current combined position is not supported by Ordinance.  

38. Magrath-Smith-Ordered, that Human Resources provide the financial cost of providing 
city email addresses to City Councilors and Committee, Commission and Board Chairs 
who currently do not have one. Provide the pros and cons of providing a city email to 
these city employees along with a potential timeline for implementing the change. 

39. Ocasio- the DPW and City Engineer revisit crossing from Capri Pizza to Key Food, It's 
dangerous.  Please install the proper STOP signs with lights and SPEED Humps. 

40. Ocasio- Order that a "Don't Block the Box" be painted in corner of Sargent and Elms St. 
on both sides. 
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41. Ocasio- Ordered that the City install a few signs: "No Trucks", "Slow Down, Children", 
and "No Parking Anytime" on the block across from 320 Elm St. 

42. Ocasio- Order that the City change the use of the lot at the corner of Adam and South 
Summer from being a 24hr parking to a Residential Parking from 5pm to 7am.  Morgan 
School Staff Parking from 7am- 5pm. 

43. Ocasio- Ordered that the DPW, Engineer and HGE come to a City Council meeting to 
explain why there are meters   in the front of buildings and homes. 

44. Devine-ORDERED:  That all items such as MOA's, contracts, and any other documents 
that may be on an agenda, any Councilor that might be in need of such copies, 
individually request those copies from our Administrative Assistant. 

45. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, FORTY- 
EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED TWENTY-SIX AND 15/100 Dollars 
($48,826.15) as follows: 
   FROM TO 

11211 51276 MAYOR'S 
CONTRACT 
NEGOTIATIONS  

21,631.74  

11211 51104 MAYOR'S PAY-
CAFO 

716.19  

15431 51103 VETERAN'S PAY - 
INVESTIGATOR 

6,002.88  

15431 51101 VETERAN'S PAY - 
COMMISSIONER 

2,240.00  

15431 51500 VETERAN'S 
VACATION 
BUYBACK 

2,000.00  

15431 51510 VETERAN'S SICK 
LEAVE BUYBACK 

5,000.00  

11521 51102 PAY - 
PERSONNEL 
ASSISTANT 

11,235.34  

12401 51102 ASST BUILDING 
COMMISSIONER 

 3,132.93 

12401 51103 CHIEF 
INSPECTOR OF 
WIRES 

 2,828.00 

12401 51107 ZONING OFFICIAL  2,222.00 
11751 51108 ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR OF 
PLANNING 

 4,560.00 

11751 51102 ASST DIR OF 
ECONOMIC DEV 

 4,560.00 

11751 51105 SENIOR PROJECT 
MANAGER 

 2,222.00 
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11751 51106 PLANNER 1  1,090.00 
12441 51101 SEALER OF 

WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES 

 2,525.00 

11711 51101 CONSRVTN & 
SUSTNBLTY 
DIRECTOR 

 3,030.00 

14211 51108 SAFETY OFFICER  2,020.00 
15411 51103 ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR - COA 
 2,222.00 

15411 51101 DIRECTOR 
COUNCIL ON 
AGING 

 3,030.00 

15431 51105 NATIONAL 
SERVICE 
OFFICER 

 1,560.99 

16301 51101 DIRECTOR 
PARKS/REC 
FORESTRY 

 2,899.14 

15101 51101 DIRECTOR 
BOARD OF 
HEALTH 

 1,632.00 

15101 51202 ANIMAL CONTROL 
OFFICER 

 2,020.08 

16911 51101 DIRECTOR 
WISTARIAHURST 

 2,828.00 

16911 51103 CITY HISTORIAN  2,222.00 
16301 51103 ASST DIRECTOR 

OF PARKS & REC 
 2,222.00 

   48,826.15 48,826.15 
  

46. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, SEVEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED TWELVE AND 00/100 Dollars 
($7,712) as follows: 
FROM: 
2601-10400 TNC RIDESHARE    $7,712 
  TOTAL  $7,712 
TO: 
11752-53010 CONTRACTED SERVICES – 
PLANNING  

  $7,712 

  TOTAL  $7,712 

47. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, SIX THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIX AND 64/100 Dollars ($6,806.64) as 
follows: 
FROM: 
12201-51103 CAPTAIN   $3,663.90 
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12201-51104 LIEUTENANTS     3,142.74 
  TOTAL  $6,806.64 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $6,806.64 
  TOTAL  $6,806.64 
   

48. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, TWENTY SIX THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED TWENTY AND 11/100 Dollars 
($26,920.11) as follows: 
FROM; 
12101-51104 LIEUTENANTS   $ 3,708.84 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS      3,567.68 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN    19,643.59 
  TOTAL  $26,920.11 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $26,920.11 
  TOTAL  $26,920.11 

49. DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal 
year 2025, THIRTY THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($30,000) as follows: 
FROM 
8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION   $30,000 
  TOTAL  $30,000 
TO: 
16932-52500 WAR MEMORIAL R&M BUILDING   $30,000 
  TOTAL  $30,000 
 

50. Devine-Ordered, that in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44 Sec. 53A, the City Council 
hereby accepts the provisions of the "BJA FY2024 EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL 
JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT PROGRAM, $35,099, NO MATCH" grant and 
authorizes the establishment of a Fund or other method appropriate for the accounting 
of the receipts and expenditures of all resources associated with the administration of 
said grant. 
Sec 2-509 - Grant Reporting 
Any city department, of which has received grant funding by approval of the city council 
pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, or any other authorizing criteria, shall within 
a reasonable period of time, but no later than 60 days from the conclusion of said grant, 
generate a detailed report which outlines the planned outcomes with the documented 
actual results. Said report shall be submitted to the city clerk for addition to the city 
council's next agenda. 

LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Addendum: 
Per City Council rule 2B, meeting shall end by 10 PM unless an extension is approved by a 

two-thirds majority of those present. If any items remain, those items will be added to the 
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beginning of the next regular meeting. 
The listing of matters are those reasonably anticipated by the chair which may be 

discussed at the meeting.   
Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be 

brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 
 

   
   

 City Clerk 
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

December 3, 2024 

The meeting was called to order by President Murphy-Romboletti at 7:03 PM 

The Clerk called the roll.  Absent Members: 0 Present Members in person 12 (Anderson-Burgos, Bartley, 
Devine, Givner, Jourdain, Magrath-Smith, Murphy-Romboletti, Ocasio, I. Rivera, J. Rivera, Sullivan, 
Vacon). Present Members on Zoom: 1 (Greaney) 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

The name of Councilor Magrath-Smith was pulled to head the roll call voting. 

Councilor Anderson-Burgos asked for a moment of silence in honor of Gloria Dulude, who had been a big 
support system for him as a child. He added that he had just learned she passed away on November 
17th.  

A moment of silence was observed for Gloria Dulude.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

No members of the public sought to speak during public comment.  

Motion was made and seconded to take a roll call vote that for the purposes of this meeting would be 
applicable to all motions to receive, refer items to committee, remove items from the table, place items on 
the table, package items together, comply with items, or suspend the rules unless there is an objection.  

LAID ON THE TABLE 

(3:20) 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she had not heard anything regarding item 1, so it could be 
remain laid on the table.  

The Committee on Ordinance to whom was referred an order that the Police Department be allowed to 
hire a Crime Analyst past the Grade 10 mid-range (which is $70,407) to $78,000. 
Recommended that the order be adopted. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

(3:35) 
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From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Ms. Beverlyn Blanchard of 46 St. Kolbe Dr. to serve on the 
Library Board of Directors.  Ms. Blanchard term will expire Feb. 2025. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Service Committee. 

From Mayor Joshua Garcia, letter appointing Mr. Thomas Gilchrist of 26 Dunn Ave to serve on the Library 
Board of Directors.  Mr. Gilchrist term will expire Feb. 2026. 
--->  Received and referred to the Public Service Committee. 

From City Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary and Admin. Assistant Jeffery Anderson-Burgos, meeting minutes 
from November 7, 2024 and November 19, 2024 
--->  Received and Adopted. 

From Don Sanders, Executive Artist Director MIFA, communication regarding the project 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee.  

From HEDIC, Meeting minutes from May 16, 2024 

Councilor Bartley encouraged everyone to read the minutes, specifically the executive session on the 
conveyance of the acreage behind station 5 on Whiting Farms Road.  
--->  Received.  

PETITIONS 

(6:30) 

Petition of Marcel Gravel of 54 Commercial St. for a Special Permit for 7.2.13 a Vehicle Repair Shop 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

Petition of Tiago Martins and Jeffrey Dias of 724 Page Blvd Springfield, zone change application from BL 
to DR at 736 Dwight St. Holyoke 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

Petition of Tiago Martins of 39 Grant St. Ludlow, zone change application from BL to DR at 712-718 
Dwight St. Holyoke 
--->  Received and referred to the Ordinance Committee. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

(7:10) 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that a communication was sent by the mayor earlier that day 
informing employees that parking on the desk behind City Hall would be restricted following an 
assessment by Tighe & Bond which found structural issues on several areas of the deck. She added that 
employees were not to park on the deck until further notice but there would be limited parking for the 
visitors as well as for handicapped parking. She added that parking was available at the Proulx lot on 
Dwight or in the Suffolk Street garage.  
She then stated that the tree lighting would take place on Saturday, with events at the Merry-Go-Round 
beginning at 3 p.m. and festivities at City Hall beginning at 5 p.m., with the lighting and parade taking 
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place at 6 p.m. 
She then reminded councilors to sign an acknowledgement of review of a guidance on the Open Meeting 
Law.  
She then stated that the plan was to set the tax rate the following Monday. She then noted that as 
information had not yet been received, the meeting could be rescheduled if those items were not received 
in a timely manner. She then assured councilors that she would not allow last minute information to be 
sprung on them. 

Councilor Bartley raised a point of order. He then expressed his understanding that a Finance Committee 
meeting was being planned for that Monday prior to tax rate meeting, and that it was expected to be held 
in executive session.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that was correct.  

Councilor Bartley expressed his belief that the law did not have any exception that would be relevant to 
the meeting. He then asked that the Law Department provide an opinion explaining which exception 
worked with the planned meeting, especially given that the Council had already been dinged by the 
Attorney General’s office in the past.  

Councilor Devine asked if that was a motion. 

Councilor Bartley clarified that he was making a motion. Councilor Anderson-Burgos seconded the 
motion.  

Councilor Sullivan emphasized that the Council has already been reprimanded several times by the state. 
He added that the next ding could be a $1,000 fine.  

President Murphy-Romboletti emphasized that the goal was always to not violate the Open Meeting Law. 
She then asked the Law Department to confirm they heard the request.  

Atty Bissonnette stated that they would have a staff meeting the following day to discuss the topic. 

Councilor Vacon noted that councilors were the ones who were obliged to follow the Open Meeting Law.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if the form councilors were being asked to sign acknowledging an 
understanding of the Open Meeting Law was only for councilors, or did it also include department heads.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that it was for members of public boards and commissions. She then 
explained that it came out of a meeting the mayor held for the chairs of all boards and commissions. 

Councilor Jourdain asked if the Law Department had to sign off as well. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that they were filed in the City Clerk’s office. 

Page 14 of 118



4 
 

Councilor Jourdain clarified that his question was if the Law Department’s attorneys also had to sign that 
they understood the Open Meeting Law. He then expressed concern that there were misunderstandings 
about interpretations. He then questioned that if councilors had to sign off that they understood it, 
shouldn’t the Law Department, Mayor, or City Clerk for example also need to sign off. 

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she did not have an answer at that moment. 

Councilor Jourdain noted that minutes had not been filed online for many boards and commissions for 
years. He then stated that paid staff were helping these boards and questioned if those people also had 
to sign off, noting they were the ones in charge of making sure minutes were done.  

Councilor I. Rivera asked for clarification if there would or would not be a meeting the following Monday.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that she would let everyone know by Thursday.  

Motion requesting legal form adopted.  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

(16:30) 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY NINE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED FIFTY TWO AND 00/100 
Dollars ($29,152.00) as follows: 
FROM: 
11751-51128 OPED-ADMIN ASST             $29,152.00 
TOTAL                                                    $29,152.00 
TO: 
11751-51112 OPED- LICENSING AGENT    $29,152.00 
TOTAL                                                   $29,152.00 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the Council also approved a change of the positions’ classification and this 
transfer was covering the salary of the new classification.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 
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The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order that there be and is hereby appropriated by 
transfer in the fiscal year 2025, FORTY NINE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FIFTEEN AND 00/100 
Dollars ($49,915.00) as follows: 
FROM 
8811-10400 CAPITAL STABILIZATION                $49,915.00 
TOTAL                                                            $49,915.00 
TO: 
14222-52519 R&M PUBLIC LIBRARY               $49,915.00 
TOTAL                                                            $49,915.00 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order be adopted. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that Maria Pagan from the Library explained that the building needed a new 
compressor as the current one was 11 years old. 

Councilor Magrath-Smith asked what the impact on capital stabilization would be with the transfer.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow the City Auditor to address the 
Council.  

Tanya Wdowiak stated that the balance would be $388,201 if the transfer was accepted.  

Councilor Bartley recalled that former Councilor Lisi fought for having the capital stabilization account and 
the mayor had funded it. He then emphasized that it allowed funding these kinds of needs to be non-
controversial.  
--->  Report of Committee passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--
Yeas  13--Nays  0--Absent  0. 

The Committee on Finance to whom was referred an order That the City Forester, DPW Director and 
Purchasing Director come in to the Finance Committee to discuss the Urban Forestry Grant. 

have considered the same and Recommended that the order has been complied with. 

Committee Members: 
     
Patricia Devine 
Kocayne Givner 
Michael Sullivan 
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Kevin A. Jourdain 
Carmen Ocasio 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the grant was for $1 million from the U.S. Department of Agriculture for 
improvements to the city’s urban tree canopy. She then explained that the bulk of the funding would be 
used for contract tree work and to address the list of priority tree removals and pruning. She added that 
Councilor Magrath-Smith provided a lot of information at the meeting.  

Councilor Magrath-Smith stated that there were a lot of questions on why nothing had yet been expended 
from the grant, and they learned the Purchasing Department was working to understand the requirements 
of such grants and how best to put out the bids. She then stated that contractors willing to accept the 
increased burden of federal requirements may expect a higher fee, which led to bids coming back higher 
than expected, leading to those bids being rejected. She then explained that they were now going through 
a second round of seeking bids, including reaching out to the contractors that did not submit in the first 
round that they hoped to have heard from. She then stated it could be February or March before that 
process played out, which meant the backlog of trees was not being addressed. She also emphasized 
that the grant could only be used in the environmental justice zone within the city.  

Councilor Bartley asked that the letter read by Councilor Devine could be posted to the Forestry 
Department’s section of the city website so the public had something to refer to when they had questions.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that this also highlighted the importance of addressing tree issues in the city. 
He also emphasized that an order was filed asking for the DPW to provide a plan to address the list of 
trees. He added that these trees needed to be addressed on a quick timeline, emphasizing that they were 
dangerous.  
--->  Report of Committee received and recommendation Adopted. 

ORDERS AND TRANSFERS 

(27:20) 

DEVINE - ORDERED: That the City Council extend our thanks and appreciation to the Flex Squad for all 
they do for the city of Holyoke. 
--->  Received and Adopted. Copy to DPW, Mayor, Board of Health.  

DEVINE- Ordered, that the City Council subsidize the revenue of the sewer enterprise budget from the 
tax levy in FY2025 by $927,778 (NINE HUNDRED TWENTY SEVEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY EIGHT AND 00100) and the remainder funded by sewer receipts.   

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 
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UNDER DISCUSSION: 
Councilor Devine stated that the Mayor, Assessor, Auditor, and Mary Monahan from the Board of Public 
Works (BPW) were in attendance for this item to answer questions.  

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to allow those officials to address the 
Council.   

T. Wdowiak stated that this would go toward setting the tax rate. She then explained that the Council was 
required to vote on any subsidy prior to setting the tax rate.  

M. Monahan stated that the BPW received the information the previous Friday, they met the previous 
night, and then they would be meeting with their financial advisor the following week. She then explained 
that $827,000 was the result of additional fees associated with the service agreement. She also explained 
that when certain constituents in the wastewater exceeded a certain level, it led to additional charges 
being tagged onto the annual service as part of the contract. She added that they were significantly 
higher this year, leading to the additional charges. She added that there was another $100,000 were due 
to minor items they didn’t know they needed to budget for such as banking fees as well as a short term 
difference in the debt service. She then stated that the BPW would be meeting the following week to 
recommend a new sewer rate. 

Councilor Devine stated that she would plan to invite everyone to discuss those numbers at the next 
week’s Finance meeting on Monday at 7.  

President Murphy-Romboletti clarified that there would be a Finance executive session at 6 the following 
Monday and then a special meeting at 7. She also noted that while this could be referred to Finance, this 
was a short agenda so she left it open to having questions answered on this now.  

Councilor Jourdain stated that he would like to get the rest of the report. He then asked if this funding was 
for the prior year loadings or was it for the current year’s run rate. He also asked if a written report was 
given which explained the extra mass going through the plant. He also asked if there was any forgiveness 
in the contract.  

Mary Monahan stated that it reflected FY24. She added that the contractor submitted a monthly report 
which gave lab results, electricity usage, etc. She then explained that the original contract contained a 
formula that required the city to estimate what the levels would be each year based on various options, 
and the numbers tended to be based on rain levels and discharges in a given year. She emphasized that 
with this contract being in its final year, the next one would not contain these kinds of surprises.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if there was a report justifying the $827,000 difference. He also asked if this 
was driven by industrial use.  

M. Monahan stated that they did get a monthly report showing what was being discharged. She also 
stated it was not driven by industrial use. She also explained that Sunoco has their own monitoring, and 
their billings were based specifically on what was in their wastewater.  

Councilor Jourdain emphasized that the contractor was being paid to run the plant so they should be able 
to explain what happened. He then asked if they had just sprung this on the BPW last Friday.  
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M. Monahan stated they had known it for 3 months, adding that they knew toward the end of the fiscal 
year that it wasn’t looking good, but they didn’t know the amount until the final true up came in 
September.  

Councilor Jourdain asked when it was reported to the Auditor the projection of the $827,000 shortfall, 
expressing frustration about the last minute request that needed to be made sense of by the following 
Monday.  

M. Monahan stated that while it wasn’t necessarily reported to the Auditor, it had been reported a few 
months ago.  

Councilor Jourdain asked who was informed when it was clear things were looking good.  

M. Monahan stated that there was no reason to challenge the numbers because they were coming out of 
lab, not from someone working at the plant.  

Councilor Jourdain asked for an explanation for next Monday explaining what happened. He emphasized 
that the budget had been increased from $6.9 million to $7.6 million for the service fee.  

M. Monahan stated that any increase in the service fee was a reflection of the adjustment in the contract. 
She added that the enterprise fund wasn’t increased because there was $100,000 that went into capital 
planning. She then reminded that there was a deficit the previous year because of infrastructure sewer 
projects, adding that they were able to get ahead of those kinds of needs in the current year.  

Councilor Jourdain expressed his understanding that this illustrates that the service fee needed to be 
increased by $827,000 because the service contract would end up coming up short.  

M. Monahan clarified that this was paying for what happened, but it would not always be like that, 
emphasizing the levels end up being below the projections 50% of the time.  

Councilor Jourdain asked if the other $100,000 was for this year’s budget or if was it a shortfall in last 
year's budget.  

M. Monahan stated that they hadn’t reviewed that yet, noting they just got the numbers the previous 
Friday.  

Councilor Sullivan emphasized that while Ms. Monahan had just provided a technical explanation of what 
was going on, the main point was that the sewer rate was too low. He added that this was an issue in 
many places, noting that South Hadley had just seen a 33% increase in the cost of the disposal of sludge. 
He added that Holyoke had the same types of increases that it had no control over. He added that these 
kinds of things would be addressed in the new long term sewer contract. He also stated there would need 
to be a serious look at a substantial increase in the sewer rate to keep up with what was happening in the 
environment and costs associated with the operation of the plant.  

Councilor Vacon asked if the $827,000 was unusually high of average of what was normal.  
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M. Monahan stated this was on the high side.  

Councilor Vacon asked if it was the highest.  

M. Monahan stated that she did not know that. She added that she didn’t want to say it was the highest 
but was on the high side.  

Councilor Vacon asked if it was considered unusual.  

M. Monahan emphasized that they weren’t expecting it.  

Councilor Vacon asked if the Finance Committee could discuss other possible funding sources. She 
expressed concern that the tax levy was already high without putting almost another $1 million on it.  

Councilor Devine stated that she appreciated everyone coming in now, but emphasized there would be a 
meeting the following Monday at 7 p.m. She added that she wasn’t yet clear if there would be an 
executive session at 6, but she planned on having a Finance meeting at 7 and having everyone in.  

President Murphy-Romboletti asked for clarification that she was planning on having Finance meet at 7. 

Councilor Devine stated that was correct.  

President Murphy-Romboletti stated that they were planning on having the special meeting for the tax 
rate at 7.  

Councilor Devine stated that Finance would be meeting at 6 for executive session and/or for other orders 
after that.  

Councilor Greaney asked if there would be a breakdown of commercial uses versus residential usage in 
detail.  

M. Monahan stated that they did not have a difference in the sewer rate between them. She added that 
Sunoco was the only one that paid a different rate as theirs was based on constituencies in their 
wastewater.  

Councilor Greaney stated that there were other businesses.  

M. Monahan reiterated that it was the same sewer rate for everyone.  

Councilor Greaney stated that he would like to know which businesses had greater usage because of the 
chemicals going into the water.  

M. Monahan stated they could get a breakdown of that, but reiterated it was not necessarily coming from 
industrial discharge as there were other factors that played into TSS and BOD levels.  

Page 20 of 118



10 
 

Councilor Bartley stated that this was the first time he was hearing those acronyms, and there would need 
to be a better understanding of why the city was getting hit for those levels now when he had not heard of 
those in the past 13 years. He then questioned why the Council had not received BPW minutes in a long 
time. He suggested that if those minutes had been provided, the Council may have had a better 
understanding that this was coming. He also expressed his understanding that the sewer enterprise fund 
had a surplus, so was confused about the deficit. He added that it did not appear anyone was challenging 
the numbers but were just dismayed at just getting this now and being asked to vote on it. He then agreed 
there should be alternatives to funding this as a one time payment. He also rhetorically asked if anyone 
could explain why this was happening this year.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that he did not believe there was a surplus the last year, with around $1 million 
needed that had not been all used, leaving around $90,000 left over.  

T. Wdowiak stated that $1,039,680 was appropriated the last year. She added there was a surplus in 
2023, but the late free cash certification led to it being appropriated in the next fiscal year. She added 
2024 was not yet closed so it was not clear if there was a surplus.  

Councilor Sullivan emphasized that the previous amount wasn’t a surplus but what was left over from the 
transfer the Council made.  

T. Wdowiak clarified that it wasn’t a surplus from that transfer because the extra was from 2023, not from 
what was transferred in FY24.  

Councilor Sullivan stated that the city needed to start planning and budgeted for PFAS (Per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances) in the water, emphasizing that measurements the EPA was focusing on were 
equivalent to drop of water in an Olympic size swimming pool. He added it needed to be bult into the 
sewer rate now instead of waiting for it to happen later.  

Councilor Jourdain agreed with Councilor Vacon that there should be a focus on funding this through 
other sources. He then noted that there needed to be a conversation about the future of special purpose 
stabilization accounts. He added that the general stabilization could be a potential source, emphasizing 
that there would not be the same kind of dynamic in the future to avoid increasing the tax levy. He added 
that what was left in capital stabilization could be used, and then the remaining balance coming from the 
main stabilization fund.  

Councilor Vacon noted that the point had been made that there hasn’t been a request like this to have the 
revenue from the sewer enterprise fund would be subsidized through the tax levy. She then asked to 
confirm her understanding that this kind of reconciliation usually came through during the free cash 
reconciliation process rather than during this process.  

T. Wdowiak stated that the retained earnings were what took place at that time. She then explained that 
this was a direct revenue deficit where the projected revenues would not cover the budget. She noted that 
she believed this may have come up before.  

Councilor Vacon asked if this was rare for it to come up during this process.  

T. Wdowiak stated that the subsidy had to be voted on to set the tax rate.  
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Councilor Vacon asked if in essence, the revenue was overstated in the budget requiring this subsidy to 
make it match the budget. She also suggested that the additional $100,000 may be due to Sunoco paying 
less as the years were moving forward.  

T. Wdowiak stated that the revenues were not overstated because they were based on the previous year.  

Councilor Devine thanked everyone for attending and asked that they all be available for the following 
Monday.  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 15 and 16 as a 
package. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, 
NINETEEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTY FOUR AND 02/100 Dollars ($19,584.02) as follows: 
FROM 
12101-51105 SERGEANTS     $3,567.68 
12101-51107 PATROLMEN     16,016.34 
TOTAL                                  $19,584.02 
TO 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY     $19,584.02 
TOTAL                                  $19,584.02 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--
Absent  1 (Jourdain). 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, SEVEN 
THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY TWO AND 57/100 Dollars ($7,562.57) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51103 CAPTAIN   $3,663.90 
12201-51104 LIEUTENANTS     3,142.74 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTERS        755.93 
TOTAL  $7,562.57 
TO: 
12201-51180 INJURED ON DUTY   $7,562.57 
TOTAL  $7,562.57 

To the City Council: 
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I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

UNDER DISCUSSION: 
President Murphy-Romboletti stated that item 15 represented 7 officers and item 16 represented 3 
firefighters. 
--->  Passed two readings and Adopted on a call of the roll of the yeas and nays--Yeas  12--Nays  0--
Absent  1 (Jourdain). 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 17 through 19 as a 
package. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY 
THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($20,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTERS   $20,000 
TOTAL  $20,000 
TO: 
12202-52410 R&M VEHICLES    $20,000 
TOTAL  $20,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWO 
HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND 00/100 Dollars ($250,000) as follows: 
FROM 
12201-51105 FIREFIGHTERS   $250,000 
TOTAL  $250,000 
TO: 
12201-51300 OVERTIME     $250,000 
TOTAL  $250,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 
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 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, THIRTY 
THREE THOUSAND AND 00/100 Dollars ($33,000) as follows: 
FROM 
14101-51101 PAY-ENGINEER   $19,000 
14101-51105 PAY-SR CIVIL ENGINEER     14,000 
TOTAL $33,000 
TO: 
14102-53010 PROF ENG SERVICES    $33,000 
TOTAL  $33,000 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

MURPHY-ROMBOLETTI - ordered to amend the approved City Center Liquor License authorization for 
an expanded area by including a geographical description for the added eligible area in the previously 
approved home rule petition. 
This addition is needed for final submission and approval by the Legislature. 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

BARTLEY - ORDER The DGR committee invite its state delegation to a future DGR meeting pursuant to 
Rule 9.C.  Refer to Rep. Duffy, Sen Velis.  Copy to Admin Asst. to notice public. 
--->  Received and referred to the Development and Governmental Relations Committee. 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up items 22 through 24 as a 
package. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWENTY 
ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED FORTY THREE AND 57/100 Dollars ($21,843.57) as follows: 
FROM 
11461-51125 PAY- ADMIN ASST   $21,843.57 
TAX COLLECTOR TOTAL $21,843.57 
TO: 
11461-51107 PAY-REVENUE COLLECTIONS   $21,843.57 
SPECIALIST TOTAL  $21,843.57 

To the City Council: 
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I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWO 
THOUSAND SIXTY SIX AND 40/100 Dollars ($2,066.40) as follows: 
FROM 
12402-54200 PROF OFFICE SUPPLIES    $2,066.40 
TOTAL $2,066.40 
TO: 
11382-53410 TELEPHONE USAGE CHARGES   $2,066.40 
TOTAL  $2,066.40 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

DEVINE - Ordered, that there be and is hereby appropriated by transfer in the fiscal year 2025, TWELVE 
THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR AND 44/100 Dollars ($12,264.44) as follows: 
FROM 
11351-51106 PROF ACCOUNTANT-HPD   $12,264.44 
AUDIT TOTAL $12,264.44 
TO: 
15411-51102 NUTRITION DIRECTOR    $     913.50 
15411-51104 UTILITY PERSON        1,868.76 
15411-51105 SOCIAL WORK/VOL COORD       5,803.36 
15411-51202 HEALTH SERVICES PROVIDER       1,413.34 
15411-51203 DRIVER       2,265.48 
COUNCIL ON AGING MOA TOTAL  $12,264.44 

To the City Council: 

I hereby recommend the passage of the above order at the meeting of your Council to be held Tuesday, 
December 3, 2024. 

 Joshua A Garcia,  Mayor 

--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 
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LATE FILED ORDERS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

(1:09:35) 

Motion was made and seconded to suspend the necessary rules to take up Late Files 25 through 28 as a 
package. 

UFCW 1459 COA Wages 11-13-24(1) 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

PSA Settlement Agreement 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

COA k (24-27) (tracked) (11-8-24) 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

PSA k (tracked) (23-26) (10-17-24) 
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee. 

From Kelly Curran, Personnel Director, email communication regarding restricted parking on City Hall 
deck 
--->  Received.  

BARTLEY - Ordered, the mayor be requested to act on the bond study from last year and put together a 
plan to demo the old police station. Send to Finance.  
--->  Received and referred to the Finance Committee.  

Adjourned at 8:14 PM 
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Brenna Leary <mcgeeb@holyoke.org>

Communication to City Council for next Council meeting
2 messages

Kevin Jourdain <Kevin.Jourdain@verizon.net> Thu, Dec 12, 2024 at 8:59 PM
To: Brenna Leary <mcgeeb@holyoke.org>

Brenna – Can you please add this news story as a Communication to the
City Council for the next Council meeting?

Historic Holyoke bank building lacks high bids

· Updated: Dec. 12, 2024, 5:52 p.m.

· |Published: Dec. 12, 2024, 5:45 p.m.

· By 

· Jim Kinne y | jkinne y@ re pub.com

HOLYOKE — The single unnamed bidder who emerged this week during an online auction of the former Holyoke National Bank building, 217-225 High

St., would not increase the bid to meet the minimum asking price.

The auction was Tuesday and Wednesday, Dec. 10 and 11.

The 156-year-old downtown landmark didn’t sell and its beleaguered owners, the New England Farm Workers Council, have put it back on the market,

said William Low, president of L&P Commercial Real Estate, which is handling many of the property sales for the Farm Workers.

He’s working with online auctioneer Crexi to put the Italian palazzo-style office building back up for auction after the holidays when hopefully more

investors are back at work and paying attention. “I think that hurt us,” he said.

The building is still occupied by four tenants. One is an attorney, one is a music school and the Farm Workers run two different workforce development

programs from the taller building at the corner of High and Dwight streets across from City Hall, said Daniel M. Knapik, the president and CEO of the

Partners for Community, the parent company of the Farm Workers. The attached lower building, 217 High Street, is vacant, having most recently been

a church. It is included in the potential sale.

Heriberto Flores, the longtime head of the Farm Workers, promoted the building as the Latino Professional Building.  At one point, the city eyed it for a

project.

The 31,339-square-foot complex is described as “move-in” ready.

Earlier this month, Springfield contractors Emery Development sued the Farm Workers over what it says were $80,000 in unpaid construction work.

The suit in Hampden Superior Court alleges Emery was paid $50,000 of $130,000 for a list of renovations starting in 2022. The lawsuit includes

allegations of breach of contract, unjust enrichment and includes a lien on the property that must be settled in order for the deed to transfer if there is a

sale.

The Farm Workers are selling or have sold its real estate portfolio to pay the state back more than more than $1.8 million in home heating assistance

money that was spent on other uses.

The Farm Workers expects soon to complete sales of its Borinquen Apartments in Springfield’s North End and an office building at 32 Hampden St. in

downtown Springfield.  Sold already are properties including Paramount/Massasoit House hotel and the building that houses the Student Prince Café
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and The Fort in downtown Springfield.

Brenna Leary <mcgeeb@holyoke.org> Fri, Dec 13, 2024 at 8:59 AM
To: Kevin Jourdain <Kevin.Jourdain@verizon.net>

Sure!

____________________________________________
Brenna Murphy Leary, MMC             
City Clerk/Registrar of Voters

Chief Elections Officer/Records Access Officer

Vice President of the Massachusetts City Clerk's Association
City of Holyoke, Massachusetts
536 Dwight Street, Room #2
Holyoke, MA 01040
(T) 413-322-5520
(F) 413-322-5521
___________________________________________________
Please visit www.holyoke.org for a listing of city departments, contact information

VERIFY YOUR VOTER STATUS HERE:  https://www.sec.state.ma.us/ovr/

[Quoted text hidden]
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VOTE TO ACCEPT AND ADOPT CLAUSE 22J of the HERO ACT AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY TO INCREASE THE ANNUAL AMOUNT OF PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS 
GIVEN TO VETERANS ON THEIR DOMICILES BY ONE-HUNDRED (100%) PERCENT

The City Council hereby votes to accept and adopt the provisions of Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 59, Section, Clause 22J which authorizes the City to give an annual increase in 
the amount of the property tax exemptions given to veterans on their domiciles as granted under 
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 59, Section 5, Clause 22, Clause 22A, Clause 22B, Clause 
22C and Clause 22E by 100% of the exemption amount, subject to the conditions of Clase 22J, 
to be effective for applicable exemptions granted for any fiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 
2025.
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57 Suffolk Street – Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040
Tel. (413) 534-2000 | Fax. (413) 534-2297

Erin Linville, Chief of Strategy and Turnaround

Date: December 12, 2024

To: City Council

From: Joshua Garcia, Mayor

Anthony Soto, Superintendent

Erin Linville and the New Middle School Naming Working Group

Re: Recommendations on New Middle School Name, Mascot, and Colors

City Council Members --

This memo is in response to Councilor Devine’s order, on November 22, 2024, “That the School Receiver send the survey

results from the naming of the new Middle School to the City Council” and to keep you informed of decisions on the

name, mascots and colors.

Summary

After months of public engagement and several community surveys to choose an identity for the new middle school, on

Monday, December 9, the School Committee voted so that the new school will retain the name William R. Peck School,

the same name as the school that stood at the site of the new middle school for 50 years—from 1973-2023—before it

was demolished almost a year ago to make way for the new one. The recommendation to keep the name William R. Peck

School came from the leadership, accountability and measurements subcommittee, which met on December 2. They

reviewed the survey results in more detail (available below). If the recommendation had been to change the name of the

school to something other than William R. Peck School, the School Committee would have worked collaboratively with

the City Council to vote on a name change.

Also on Monday, December 9, Superintendent Anthony Soto and his leadership team determined:

● The school’s mascot will continue to be a phoenix—a mythical bird that symbolizes renewal, hope, and

transformation—as it was for the original Peck School from 2016 until it closed in 2023.

● The school’s colors will be red and black—the same color scheme used by Holyoke STEM Academy’s STEM Beats

musical group, which will be moving to the new school when it opens in fall 2025.

The leadership team accepted the recommendation of the middle school naming working group, which reviewed survey

results and prioritized student voice in their recommendation. HPS published a story on these decisions.

The rest of this memo is the memo that the middle school naming working group sent on November 25, 2024, to

Anthony Soto, Superintendent; Joshua Garcia, Mayor, School Committee Chair; and Dr. Yadilette Rivera Colon, School

Committee member, Chair of the Leadership and Accountability Subcommittee.

Juntos Podemos | Together We Can
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The memo outlines:

● Recommendations and rationale on the name, mascot, and colors for the new middle school

○ The name of the school should be decided by the School Committee and/or City Council, whereas the

mascot and colors should be decided by the Superintendent and his leadership team.

○ The name, mascot and colors must be decided by January 30 to ensure on-time ordering of signage.

● The stakeholder input process and results

● Additional recommendation

● Next steps

● The list of people involved

Recommendations and rationale on the name, mascot, and colors for the new middle school

Name. The working group is split on what to name the new middle school: Peck or Holyoke Middle. Two of four

members recommended Peck, and two recommended Holyoke Middle. One who was not present deferred to student

preference, which is a third recommendation for Holyoke Middle. The graph below summarizes the survey results.

Peck: Dr. William R. Peck is the original school’s namesake. The name of the school in this location had been named Peck

from 1973 to 2023. Dr. Peck was an HPS graduate, teacher and superintendent and a war veteran. He was the youngest

Superintendent in Massachusetts’ history and served as the HPS superintendent for 43 years. He passed away in 1970.

He was known as a progressive superintendent for his time---advocating for services for students with disabilities and

equal pay for female teachers, as well as championing female teachers to continue working after getting married. Peck

was the top survey choice, selected by 32.3% of respondents. Peck was the top survey result for community members

(43%), who were the largest voting block in the survey (773 of 1825 = 42% of respondents. Both members thought that

the choice of Peck best represented the full community’s preference and that the school is being made possible as a

result of a community wide effort.

Holyoke Middle: Holyoke Middle is a neutral choice, appealing to everyone and describing what the school is. Two

members felt like the name Holyoke Middle allows the school to build their identity on their own. The name

demonstrates a fresh start. The members felt like student preference for Holyoke Middle was most important since they

are the ones who the middle school is built for. Holyoke Middle School was the top preference for students (36%),

Juntos Podemos | Together We Can
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families (32%), and staff members (40%). And for students who are at Metcalf or STEM, Holyoke Middle was strongly the

top preference at 42% vs. 29% for Peck. It was also the top preference for students who will be going to the new middle

school. One person questioned if it was a concern that there are two middle schools in Holyoke--the other being Sullivan

Middle School--and if that was fair for this new middle school to be called Holyoke Middle. Members felt like Sullivan had

a strong enough brand that the name Holyoke Middle doesn’t disadvantage Sullivan.

Mascots. The group unanimously agreed that the mascot should be a phoenix--a mythical bird symbolizes renewal, hope,

transformation--for the following reasons:

● Top choice for 6th & 7th grade students who are currently at STEM and Metcalf middle school (41%) and top

choice for students at Donahue, Morgan, and Lawrence (40%) who will be coming to the new middle school.

● Alignment with the imagery and message of phoenix. One person commented, “from this dilapidated down and

out building rises this amazing facility (to educate our students)” and the representation that “from a little, we

can accomplish a lot.” Another person commented how rising and transforming is highly transferable language to

the personal journey we hope our students take.

● And, although not a deciding factor, phoenix was the school mascot from 2016-23.

Color. The group unanimously agreed that the colors should be red and black white for the following reasons:

● Top choice for 6th & 7th grade students who are currently at STEM and Metcalf middle school (50%) and the top

choice for students at Donahue, Morgan, and Lawrence (43%) who will be coming to the new middle school.

● Red and black are the colors of STEM Beats, a musical group and one of the signature student activities in middle

school in Holyoke.

Juntos Podemos | Together We Can
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Note, the HPS Director of Communications (who was not part of the working group) advised that white be included in

the color palette for designs for logo, print and online documents, and more to increase visible appeal and effectiveness.

The stakeholder input process and results

Dr. Rivera Colon shepherded the process on what to name the new middle school the School Committee and City Council

in early 2024. To streamline outreach efforts, Superintendent Soto decided to solicit input on the mascot and colors for

the new middle school at the same time. From the directions set forth at this time, HPS staff supported the process by

completing the steps listed below. The approach was designed in a way to live out the HPS equity commitment: We seek

out and incorporate the voices of those impacted, with a commitment to include those who have been excluded in the

past. 

● Establish a working group that would review stakeholder input in order to make recommendations to the School

Committee and City Council on the name--and to Superintendent Soto and HPS leaders on the mascot and

colors. (11 members of the working group met on October 9 as part of the School Committee’s diversity, equity

and inclusion subcommittee meeting. Since the leadership and accountability subcommittee meeting was

canceled twice in November, Erin hosted a meeting with just the working group on November 20. Four people

attended and could participate the whole time. Two others attended to mostly listen or type/write-in responses.

One couldn’t attend due to a funeral but shared their opinion in advance.)

● Issue a survey to solicit input on names and mascots (August/September.) More than 200 people responded.

Survey 1 results are available here.

● Issue a second survey with a few choices for name, mascot, and colors (October/November). More than 1,800

people responded. Survey 2 results are available here. The survey data is disaggregated by stakeholder type:

community member, student, family, staff.

○ Please note, we want to recognize the staff at Metcalf and STEM who ensured that students would have

a voice in their future school by ensuring they understood the choices and had an opportunity to take

the survey during school. 271 of 342 6th and 7th grade students (79%) who will be 7th and 8th graders

at the new middle school took the survey.
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Please note, as write-in comments in the survey, unsolicited emails, and in one-on-one conversations, Superintendent

Soto and Ms. Linville received significant feedback that student voice should drive the decisions, especially around the

mascot and colors. This feedback aligned with the equipment commitment stated above.

Additional recommendation

Stakeholders and working group members also recommended that HPS leadership consider naming other sections of the

school building after many of the notable people who were recommended as considerations. Although the working

group didn’t go into detail, here are sample suggestions that I’m providing for illustrative purposes:

● The Felipe Pantoja Language Services Room (after Holyoke’s first bilingual teacher and bilingual director who

founded the Hispanic Institute and first Puerto Rican newspaper).

● The Carlos Vega Family Center (after the HPS alumnus and social justice advocate for affordable housing,

education, employment, and safe streets).

● The Hal Blaine Music Room (after the famous Rock-n-Roll Hall of Famer who was born in Holyoke).

● The Anne McHugh Library (after the first woman elected to chair the Holyoke School Committee and the school

that was named after her was torn down).

● The Betty Medina Lichtenstein STEM Room (after the first Puerto Rican woman in MA elected to a position and

former Enlace Executive Director).

Next Steps

Please note, the name, mascot and colors need to be decided by the end of January in order to ensure on-time ordering

of signage.

Name. The School Committee’s Leadership and Accountability subcommittee must meet to discuss and recommend the

name. Then, they need to take that recommendation to the full School Committee and then, I believe, the City Council.

Mascot and Colors. The HPS leadership team should meet in December to approve or adjust the recommendation of

mascot and colors. Our working group believes that the mascot recommendation would work well with either Peck

Phoenix or Holyoke Middle Phoenix.

Other Naming. Superintendent Soto and Ms. Linville should lead a process with HPS leadership, STEM and Metcalf

leadership teams and/or teachers, and/or the School Building Committee leadership to name other rooms in the

building.

People involved in the Working Group

• Dr. Yadilette Rivera Colon (School Committee)

• Mildred Lefebvre (School Committee)

• Jackie Glasheen (School Building Committee, HPS Cabinet)

• Kevin Jourdain (City Council, School Building Committee)*

• Aaron DiPilla (Music Teacher at STEM)*

• Norm Pacheco (Ethnic Studies Teacher at STEM)*
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• Sabrina Bolden (RISE Teacher at Metcalf)*

• Everyln Pabon (Morgan/Metcalf parent) and her two daughters who are Holyoke students

• Jay Nelson (Morgan/Metcalf parent)

• Erin Linville (Cabinet member)*

• Sam Garcia (HPS staff member, Sullivan parent)

*People who attended both meetings.
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